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A BSTRA CT
The o b jec tiv e  of th is  d e m o g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is  is  to  c o m p a re  the  
p o p u la tio n s  of tw o L o u is ia n a  c i t i e s ,  B a to n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t , w ith  
r e f e r e n c e  to  n u m b e r an d  d is tr ib u tio n , ra c e  and  n a tiv ity , age c o m p o s i­
tio n , the  b a lan c e  b e tw een  the  s e x e s , m a r i ta l  co n d itio n , e d u c a tio n a l 
s ta tu s ,  o c cu p a tio n a l s ta tu s ,  re lig io u s  a ff ilia tio n  and  p o p u la tio n  ch an g e . 
F o r  the  g r e a te r  p a r t  the  d a ta  u t i l iz e d  in  the s tu d y  w ere  o b ta in ed  f ro m  
U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t C en su s  and  V ita l S ta t is t ic s  p u b lic a tio n s .
W hen d e em e d  r e l ia b le  and  u s e fu l, h o w e v er, o th e r  s o u rc e s  of in fo r m a ­
tio n  w e re  co n su lted .
E a c h  of th e se  u rb a n  c e n te r s  is  lo c a te d  on a  r iv e r :  B a to n  Rouge 
on th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  in  s o u th -c e n tr a l  L o u is ia n a  an d  S h re v e p o r t  on 
the  R ed  R iv e r  in  the  e x tre m e  n o r th w e s te rn  p a r t  o f th e  s ta te .  In 1950, 
S h re v e p o r t  ra n k e d  a s  the  se c o n d  c i ty  in  s iz e  in  L o u is ia n a , w ith  127, 206 
r e s id e n ts ,  and B a to n  R ouge w as th i r d  w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  of 125, 629. 
W hites  c o n s ti tu te  m o re  th a n  tw o - th i rd s  o f the  p o p u la tio n  of b o th  c i t ie s ,  
w ith  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p ro p o r tio n  of non w h ites  s l ig h tly  ex ce e d in g  th a t  of the  
C a p ita l  C ity . The no n w h ites  of b o th  m e tro p o lita n  c e n te r s  c o n s is t  a l ­
m o s t  e n t i r e ly  of N e g ro e s , who liv e  g e n e ra l ly  in  d e f in ite ly  s e g re g a te d  
a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  S h re v e p o r t . The fo re ig n - b o rn  w h ite s  a r e  of 
m in o r  im p o r ta n c e , c o n s ti tu tin g  on ly  a  f r a c t io n  of one p e r  c en t in  e a c h  
c ity .
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The p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  R ouge is  y o u n g er and  m o re  m a sc u lin e  
th a n  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t , w hich  is  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  r e la t iv e ly  h ig h e r  p r o ­
p o r tio n s  o f fe m a le s  an d  aging  p e r s o n s .  In  b o th  c i t ie s  the  g r e a te s t  c o n ­
c e n tr a t io n  of p e r s o n s  is  in  the  p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s , and  s e x  r a t io s  u n d e r 
100 p r e v a i l .  A m ong B a to n  Rouge in h a b ita n ts  a  h ig h e r  r a t io  of m a le s  to  
fe m a le s  p re v a i ls  th an  am ong the  r e s id e n ts  of S h re v e p o r t . In 1950 m o re  
th an  tw o - th i rd s  of the a d u lts  in  b o th  c i t ie s  w ere  m a r r ie d ,  b u t th is  w as 
the  c a se  fo r  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  and  fo r  m o re  fe m a le s  
in  B a to n  R ouge.
The m e d ia n  sch o o l y e a r  c o m p le ted  and  the  p ro p o r tio n  of p e rs o n s  
hav in g  c o m p le ted  fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  o f co lleg e  a re  h ig h e r  in  B a to n  R ouge , 
b u t r e la t iv e ly  m o re  p e rs o n s  w ith in  the  sch o o l a g es  a re  in  a tte n d an c e  a t  
sch o o l in  S h re v e p o r t . The e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  of the  p o p u la tio n  of b o th  
o f th e se  c i t ie s  is  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t of an y  o th e r  s u b s ta n tia l  co m p o n en t of 
L o u is ia n a 's  p o p u la tio n . In  the  tw o c i t i e s ,  a s  w ould be e x p e c te d , w h ites  
have  a  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t th an  n onw hites  an d  fe m a le s  h ig h e r 
th a n  m a le s .
The m o s t  im p o r ta n t  o c cu p a tio n a l c a te g o ry  in  b o th  c i t ie s  is  th a t  
o f " p r iv a te  w age an d  s a la r y  w o rk e rs .  " B a to n  R ouge w o rk e rs  a r e  p r i ­
m a r i ly  e n g ag ed  in  p h y s ic a l- p ro d u c tio n  a c t iv i t ie s  in  b lu e - c o l la r  c a te g o r ie s ,  
w h ile  in  S h re v e p o r t  s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  a c t iv i t ie s  o f the  w h ite -c o lla r  
v a r ie ty  p re d o m in a te . The m a jo r i ty  o f c h u rc h -a f f i l ia te d  p e r s o n s  a re  
P r o te s ta n t ,  w ith  B a p t is ts  ra n k in g  f i r s t  in  im p o r ta n c e . C a th o lic s  ra n k
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se c o n d  n u m e r ic a l ly  in  B a to n  R ouge an d  th i r d  in  S h re v e p o r t .
Indexes o f f e r t i l i ty  in d ic a te  th a t  som e of the  r e c e n t  r a p id  
p o p u la tio n  in c r e a s e  in  b o th  c i t ie s  is  due to  r e la t iv e ly  h ig h  b i r t h  r a t e s .  
H o w ev e r, in -m ig ra t io n  s e e m s  to  be by  f a r  the m o re  im p o r ta n t  fa c to r .  
R e c e n t r e p o r ts  in d ic a te  th a t  m o re  th a n  50 p e r  c e n t of the p o p u la tio n  of 
B a to n  R ouge h a s  l iv e d  th e re  l e s s  th an  15 y e a r s ,  and  s im i la r ly  th a t the  
n e w c o m e rs  to  S h re v e p o r t  n u m b e r o v e r  300 fa m ilie s  p e r  m o n th .
x ix
C H A P T E R  I
INTRODUCTION 
The P ro b le m
T h is  s tu d y  em p lo y s  a  c o m p a ra tiv e  a p p ro a ch  in  the d e m o ­
g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is  o f tw o L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s ,  B aton  Rouge and  S h re v e p o rt. 
The s tu d y  is  p r im a r i ly  b a s e d  on d a ta  c o lle c te d  an d  m ade  a v a ila b le  by 
the  U n ited  S ta te s  B u re a u  o f the  C en su s , and  u ti l iz e s  a d d itio n a l in f o r ­
m a tio n  f ro m  o th e r  dependab le  s o u rc e s .  - In ad d itio n  to  the b a s ic  c o m ­
p a r is o n  o f the  r e s id e n ts  of the tw o u rb a n  a r e a s  w hich  is  the c e n tr a l  
p u rp o se  of the  s tu d y , s im i la r  d a ta  a re  in tro d u c e d  fo r th e  r u r a l - f a r m  
p o p u la tio n  of L o u is ia n a  and  o th e r  a r e a s  in  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  p e r s p e c ­
tiv e  and  fu r th e r  id e n tify  ty p ic a l o r  d is tin c tiv e  u rb a n  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .
The f i r s t  th re e  c h a p te rs  s e rv e  to  p ro v id e  the o r ie n ta tio n  
fo r  the  s tu d y . T h is  in tro d u c to ry  s e r ie s  of c h a p te rs  s ta te s  the  p u r ­
p o se  and  co m m e n ts  upon the  im p o r ta n c e  of the  study; p r e s e n ts  the  
h is to r ic a l  b a ck g ro u n d , e c o lo g ic a l d ev e lo p m en t, and th e  g e n e ra l  
fo r m a t  o f the c i t ie s  of B a to n  R ouge and S h re v e p o rt;  an d  b r ie f ly  
s u rv e y s  the l i t e r a tu r e  th a t  is  p e r t in e n t  to  the  s tu d y . S u cceed in g  
c h a p te r s  an a ly ze  the  p o p u la tio n  w ith  r e fe re n c e  to  n u m b e r an d
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d is tr ib u tio n , c o m p o sitio n , the  v ita l p r o c e s s e s ,  and  p o p u la tio n  
ch an g e . The f in a l c h a p te r  p r e s e n ts  c o n c lu s io n s  and  so c io lo g ic a l 
im p lic a tio n s  e m e rg in g  f ro m  the  a n a ly s is .
The p u rp o se  of the s tu d y  is  th re e fo ld . The f i r s t  a im  is  to 
m ake a  s y s te m a tic  a n a ly s is  o f the d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a  o f the 
tw o c i t ie s ,  w ith  the  u se  of the s ta n d a rd  s ta t i s t i c a l  p ro c e d u re s ,  
w hich  w ill d is c lo se  the  m a jo r  s im i la r i t i e s  an d  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw een  
the  p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t . A  sec o n d  p u rp o se  
i s  to  p ro v id e  in s o fa r  a s  is  p o s s ib le ,  v e r if ia b le  in fo rm a tio n  w hich  
w ill ad d  to  the  s to re  o f te s te d  d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  co n ce rn in g  u rb a n  
a r e a s  in  g e n e ra l .  The th i r d  and  f in a l a im  is  to  su p p ly  u se fu l in f o r ­
m a tio n  fo r  p u b lic  p la n n e rs  in  th e se  tw o L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  w hich  sh o u ld  
fa c i l i ta te  a n tic ip a tio n  o f the n e ed s  o f th e i r  in d iv id u a l p o p u la tio n s  in  
su ch  a r e a s  a s  e d u ca tio n , h e a lth , em p lo y m e n t, an d  goods and 
s e r v ic e s .
Im p o rtan c e  of the  S tudy
The tre m e n d o u s  im p a c t of p o p u la tio n  n u m b e rs  and  d i s t r i ­
b u tio n  is  of v i ta l  i n t e r e s t  to  a l l  c o m m u n itie s  and  p o li t ic a l  u n its .
E v e ry  o th e r  s o c ia l  f a c to r  is  r e la t iv e  to  p o p u la tio n , and  c o n v e rse ly  
p o p u la tio n  p h en o m en a  have m ean in g  on ly  in  t e r m s  of c u ltu re  p a t te r n s .
The s o c ia l  a tt i tu d e s  th a t  in flu en ce  the  b io lo g ic a l p r o c e s s e s
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d e te rm in e  the  n u m b e rs , the  s e le c t io n , and  the  h e r e d i ta r y  q u a lity  of 
s u c c e s s iv e  g e n e ra t io n s , * b e c a u se  th e se  s o c ia l  a t t i tu d e s  an d  i n t e r ­
e s t s  c o n tro l s e x  r e la t io n s ,  m a r r ia g e ,  r a c ia l  in te r m ix tu r e ,  an d  the 
s iz e  o f the  fa m ily .
P o p u la tio n s  a r e  c o n tin u o u s ly  chang ing  in  s i z e . W hen the 
s iz e  of a  p o p u la tio n  is  ch an g in g , the  c o m p o sitio n  is  l ik e w ise  c h an g ­
in g . F o r  e x a m p le , a n  ag ing  p o p u la tio n  o rd in a r i ly  h a s  a  lo w e r b i r t h  
r a te  th a n  a  young p o p u la tio n . A  low  r a te  o f n a tu ra l  in c r e a s e ,  in  
tu rn ,  r a i s e s  the m e d ia n  age of the p o p u la tio n . L ik e w is e , m ig ra t io n  
in f lu e n c e s  the  co m p o s itio n  of the p o p u la tio n .
W ith in  the  p a s t  five d e c a d e s  the U nited  S ta te s  h a s  b e e n  
ra p id ly  chang ing  f ro m  a  r u r a l  a g r a r ia n  p o p u la tio n  to  an  u rb a n  in ­
d u s t r ia l  p o p u la tio n . A t the tim e  o f the 1790 c e n su s  th e re  w ere  no 
tow ns of 5 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le , an d  on ly  tw e n ty -fo u r  u rb a n  p la c e s ,  hav ing  
a  p o p u la tio n  o f 2, 500 o r  m o re .  B y  1920, m o re  th a n  h a lf  of the  people 
w ere  liv in g  in  u rb a n  a r e a s  an d  in  1950 ab o u t tw o - th i rd s  of the  U n ited  
S ta te s  p o p u la tio n  w e re  c la s s e d  a s  u rb a n  r e s id e n ts .
* R o b e r t  M . M a c lv e r  an d  C h a r le s  H . P a g e , S oc ie ty : An 
In tro d u c to ry  A n a ly s is  (N ew  Y ork: R in e h a r t  and  C om pany , Inc . ,
1949) p . 531.
2  Ib id .
3 Ibid.
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D u rin g  the  p e r io d  f ro m  1790 to  1930 the Sou th  h ad  n e v e r  
c o n ta in ed  m o re  th a n  25 p e r  c e n t o f the  u rb a n  p la c e s  in  the U nited
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S ta te s .  In 1950 i t  h ad  2 8 .4  p e r  c e n t of the  u rb a n  p la c e s . B e c a u se
the  South  h a s  r e ta in e d  i t s  r u r a l  c la s s if ic a t io n  an d  c h a r a c te r  lo n g e r
th an  an y  o th e r  re g io n , the  r e c e n t  r a p id  u rb a n iz a tio n  in  th a t  a r e a
h a s  s p e c ia l  s ig n if ic a n c e . The G ulf C o a s t a r e a  h a s  e x p e r ie n c e d
p h en o m en a l u rb a n  d ev e lo p m en t w ith in  the p a s t  tw o d e c a d e s .
H e b e rle  p o in ts  o u t th a t  u rb a n  p la c e s  have se ld o m  com e in to
e x is te n c e  w ith o u t the  c o n c e n tra te d  e f fo r ts  of o rg a n iz e d  g ro u p s  of 
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m e n . T h u s , s in c e  the u rb a n  d e v e lo p m en t o f the  S ou th  is  the  r e s u l t  
o f e co n o m ic  and  s o c ia l  f a c to r s ,  the d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  a re  v ita l ly  
s ig n if ic a n t to  the  in te r p r e ta t io n  of th is  p o p u la tio n  t r e n d  an d  to  any  
te le o lo g ic a l  p r o c e s s  in  fu tu re  d ev e lo p m en t.
B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  f i t  s ig n if ic a n tly  in to  th is  to ta l  
p ic tu re  o f r e s id e n t ia l  and  eco n o m ic  change in  the  South , an d  s p e c i­
f ic a l ly  in  the  G ulf C o a s t R eg ion . A  s y s te m a tic  and  re l ia b le  a n a ly s is  
o f th e i r  d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a  sh o u ld  p ro v id e  b a s ic  in fo rm a tio n  
fo r  u se fu l p o p u la tio n  p ro je c t io n s ,  and  fo r  p u b lic  p lan n in g .
4
T . L y n n  S m ith , "T he E m e rg e n c e  o f C i t ie s ,  " in  R u p e r t
B . V ance an d  N ich o las  J .  D e m e ra th , The U rban  S ou th  (C h ap el H ill) 
The U n iv e rs ity  of N o rth  C a ro lin a  P r e s s ,  1954) p . 28.
5
R udo lf H e b e r le ,  "T he M a in sp rin g s  of S o u th e rn  U rb a n iz a ­
tio n , " T he U rb an  South , ib id . , p . 6 .
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S o u rc e s  o f the  D a ta
The d e c e n n ia l r e p o r t s  o f the U nited  S ta te s  B u re a u  of the 
C en su s  p ro v id e  the  p r im a r y  s o u rc e  of d a ta  fo r  th is  a n a ly s is .  The 
v ita l  s t a t i s t i c s  r e p o r t s  of the U n ited  S ta te s  F e d e r a l  S e c u r ity  
A g e n c y 's  P u b lic  H e a lth  S e rv ic e  c o n s ti tu te  a  seco n d  m a jo r  so u rc e  of 
in fo rm a tio n .
In  ad d itio n , m a te r ia l s  have b e en  s e c u re d  f ro m  the C ity -  
P a r i s h  P lan n in g  C o m m is s io n  an d  the C h am b er of C o m m e rc e  of 
B a to n  Rouge an d  the  C ity  P la n n in g  C o m m iss io n  and  the  C h a m b e r of 
C o m m e rc e  of S h re v e p o r t . Som e d a ta  w ere  o b ta in e d  by  re fe re n c e  to  
h i s to r ic a l  p u b lic a tio n s  on th e se  two c i t ie s .  F in a lly , c e r ta in  i te m s  of 
in fo rm a tio n  u t i l iz e d  in  th is  s tu d y  w ere  a s s e m b le d  th ro u g h  p r iv a te  
r e s e a r c h  e f fo r ts  of the  w r i te r .
M ethodology
The b a s ic  m e th o d  u ti l iz e d  in  th is  s tu d y  is  the  s ta t i s t i c a l  
m e th o d . The a p p lic a tio n  o f s ta t i s t i c s  is  l im ite d , h o w e v e r, to  s im p le  
c o m p u ta tio n s  w hich  a re  r e a d i ly  in te r p r e te d  b y  the n o n s p e c ia l is t  in  
s t a t i s t i c s .  G ra p h s  an d  c h a r ts  have  b e e n  u t i l iz e d  to  the  g r e a te s t  
p o s s ib le  e x te n t in  the  b e l ie f  th a t  m u ch  d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  a r e  r e n d e re d  
m o re  r e a d i ly  co m p re h en d a b le  b y  th is  m e a n s .  T a b le s  p r e s e n t  a l l  of 
the  b a s ic  d a ta  th a t  a re  p e r t in e n t  to  the  a n a ly s is .
T ech n iq u es  ap p lie d  in  p o p u la tio n  a n a ly s is  a re  l a r g e ly  th ose
o u tlin e d  in  S m ith 's  P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s i s ,^ an d  u t i l iz e d  by  S m ith  and
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H itt in  The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a . F o r  the te c h n ic a l s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o ­
c e d u re s  the a u th o r i ty  w as H agood and  P r i c e ,  S ta t is t ic s  fo r
g
S o c io lo g is ts . An ex p lan a tio n  of m e th o d s u ti l iz e d  w ill be  d is c u s s e d  
in  d e ta i l  in  the  a p p ro p r ia te  c h a p te r s .
^ T . L ynn  S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is  (N ew  Y ork: M cG raw - 
H ill B ook  C om pany , Inc . , 1948).
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T . L ynn  S m ith  and  H o m er L . H itt , The P e o p le  of 
L o u is ia n a  (B a to n  R ouge: L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1952).
g
M a r g a re t  J a r m a n  H agood an d  D a n ie l O. P r i c e ,  S ta t is t ic s  
fo r  S o c io lo g is ts  (N ew  Y ork: H e n ry  H old an d  C om pany , 1952).
C H A P T E R  H
SURVEY O F THE L IT E R A T U R E
W ith the  in c r e a s e d  a w a re n e s s  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  of the t r e m e n ­
dous im p o r ta n c e  of po p u la tio n  p h en o m en a  to  the  s o c ia l  s c ie n t i s t  in  
fu r th e r in g  the  u n d e rs tan d in g  of s o c ia l  p r o c e s s e s ,  c o n s id e ra b le  l i t e r a ­
tu re  h a s  a c c u m u la te d . F u r th e r m o r e ,  w ith  co n tinu ing  and  a c c e le ra t in g  
t r e n d s  to w a rd  u rb a n iz a tio n , e m p ir ic a l  s tu d ie s  of c i t ie s  have found th e i r  
p la ce  am ong the s ig n if ic a n t and  u se fu l c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  su ch  know ledge.
I t is  no t the in te n tio n  of th is  w r i te r  to  e v a lu a te  a l l  o f th is  po p u la tio n  
r e s e a r c h ,  b u t to  s e le c t  f ro m  the  l i t e r a tu r e  on ly  th a t  w hich  is  c o n s id e re d  
d i r e c t ly  re le v a n t  to  th is  s tu d y .
T h re e  g ro u p s  of w ritin g s  w ill be c o n s id e re d : s e le c te d  d e m o ­
g ra p h ic  s tu d ie s  w hich  have som e s im i la r i ty  to  th is  s tudy ; w orks th a t  
p ro v id e  s ta t i s t i c a l  te ch n iq u es  and  m eth o d o lo g y  d eem ed  a p p ro p r ia te  to  
th is  a n a ly s is ;  and  w o rk s  o f value in  u rb a n  so c io lo g ic a l s tu d ie s  th a t 
p ro v e  o f a s s is ta n c e  in  in te rp re ta t io n  of f in d in g s .
S e le c te d  D em o g rap h ic  S tu d ies
One of the s ig n if ic a n t d e m o g ra p h ic  s tu d ie s  of c i t ie s  is  by  C alv in
F . S ch m id , S o c ia l S ag a  of Two C i t ie s . * S c h m id 's  w o rk  is  an  e c o lo g i­
c a l  and  s ta t i s t i c a l  s tu d y  of s o c ia l  t r e n d s  in  M in n eap o lis  and  S t. P a u l, in  
w hich  he t r e a t s  c e r ta in  s o c ia l  p ro b le m s  th ro u g h  an  a n a ly s is  of d e m o ­
g ra p h ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  He t r a c e s  the h is to r ic a l  g ro w th  of the tw o 
c i t ie s ,  a n a ly z e s  p o p u la tio n  t r e n d s ,  an d  th en  c o n s id e rs  the  p ro b le m s  
e m e rg in g  w ith  th e  u rb a n iz a tio n  p r o c e s s .  H is  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  i s  w ith  
su ch  p r a c t ic a l  a s p e c ts  of the  to ta l  p ic tu re  a s  housing  an d  the  r a c e  
p ro b le m . He a tte m p ts  to  r e la te  the p ro b le m s  of s o c ia l  and  p e r s o n a l  
d is o rg a n iz a tio n  to  the  d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta . I t is  due to  th is  fa c t , a s  w ell 
a s  to  h is  s y s te m a tic  u se  of the  s ta t i s t i c a l  m e th o d  and  e x te n s iv e  u t i l i z a ­
tio n  of c a r to g ra p h ic  te c h n iq u e s , th a t  the w o rk  of S ch m id  is  s ig n if ic a n t 
to  th is  s tu d y . He h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t  a  s o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is  
o f c i t ie s  can  c o n tr ib u te  to  the  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the  s o c ia l  and  eco n o m ic  
life  of the  m o d e rn  u rb a n  c e n te r ,  a s  w e ll as  p ro v id e  u se fu l in fo rm a tio n  
to  su ch  g ro u p s  a s  s o c ia l  a g e n c ie s , e d u c a to r s ,  c i ty  p la n n e rs  and  g o v e rn ­
m e n t o ff ic ia ls  c h a rg e d  w ith  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  the  a r e a .  In th is  
s e n s e , h is  w o rk  r e p r e s e n ts  a  p io n e e r  s tu d y  and h as  s e r v e d  to  e n co u rag e  
l a t e r  e f fo r ts  in  th is  d ire c t io n .
U rb an  d em o g ra p h y  is  a lso  in d eb ted  to  H ow ard  W hipple G re e n  
fo r  h is  w o rk , N a tu ra l  In c re a s e  an d  M ig ra tio n , G r e a te r  C lev e lan d ,
C alv in  F .  S ch m id , S o c ia l S ag a  of Two C itie s  (M in n eap o lis : 
The M in n eap o lis  C o u n cil of S o c ia l A genciesT ” 19377!
2
1 9 1 7 -1937. T h is  is  one of the  e a r l i e s t  s tu d ie s  th a t  a tte m p ts  the  
a n a ly s is  o f ch an g es  in  the  co m p o s itio n  an d  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of the  peo p le  
of a  s in g le  m e tro p o lita n  co m m u n ity . C o v erin g  a  n in e te e n -y e a r  p e r io d , 
G r e e n 's  c o n c e rn  is  p r im a r i ly  w ith  n a tu ra l  in c r e a s e  and  m ig ra t io n  a s  
th e y  had  a ffe c te d  the  p o p u la tio n  of C lev e lan d . The s tu d y  is  a  d e ta ile d  
s ta t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s is  in c o rp o ra tin g  m an y  ta b le s ,  g ra p h s  and  o th e r  c a r to ­
g ra p h ic  m a te r ia l s ,  and  d e m o n s tra t in g  the p o s s ib i l i t ie s  of the  u se  of 
c en su s  d a ta  in  a n a ly s is  of a  c ity  b y  c e n su s  t r a c t s .  The s u m m a ry  and  
c o n c lu s io n s  have p ro v id e d  s tim u lu s  fo r  fu r th e r  s tu d ie s , by  G re e n  and 
o th e r s ,  e v e n tu a lly  r e s u lt in g  in  a  y e a r ly  p u b lic a tio n  of sp e c if ic  d a ta  fo r  
the  c ity  of C le v e la n d , t i t le d  The R ea l P r o p e r ty  In v e n to ry  of M e tro p o lita n  
C lev e lan d . G r e e n 's  w o rk  h a s  p o in ted  a  w ay fo r  p r a c t ic a l  c o n tr ib u tio n s  
of d e m o g ra p h y  to  the  in te rp re ta t io n  and  so lu tio n  o f c e r ta in  u rb a n  p ro b ­
le m s .
The w o rk  by  H . A. Shannon and  E . G re b e n ic h , The P o p u la tio n  
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of B r i s to l , is  an  ex am p le  o f a  E u ro p e a n  s tu d y  in  d em o g ra p h y  w hich  
re c o g n iz e s  the  im p o r ta n c e  o f the  f a c to r  of p o p u la tio n . Shannon d e a ls  
w ith  m ig ra t io n  in to  B r is to l  in  h i s to r ic a l  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  f ro m  1861 to  1931.
H ow ard  W hipple G re e n , N a tu ra l  In c re a s e  an d  M ig ra tio n , 
G r e a te r  C lev e lan d , 1917-1937 (C lev e lan d : C le v e la n d  H e a lth  C o u n cil, 
1938).
3
H . A . Shannon an d  E . G re b e n ic h , The P o p u la tio n  of B r is to l  
(C a m b rid g e , The U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1943). ~
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He t r e a t s  a d u lt m ig ra tio n , f ro m  1931 to  1938 an d  the  in flu x  of in s u re d  
la b o r  f ro m  1920 to  1938, b y  v a r io u s  a r e a s  o f the c ity . G ra b e n ic h  c o n ­
s id e r s  s e le c te d  a s p e c ts  of the  p o p u la tio n  p ro b le m  su ch  a s  m o r ta l i ty ,  
f e r t i l i ty  an d  the  fu tu re  p o p u la tio n . S ta t is t ic a l  p ro c e d u r e s ,  u til iz in g  life  
ta b le s  and  re p ro d u c tio n  r a t e s ,  p ro v id e  the b a s is  fo r  e s t im a tin g  fu tu re  
p o p u la tio n .
S a ra  K. G i l l ia m 's  132-page p a m p h le t, V irg in ia 's  P e o p le :
A S tudy of the  G ro w th  and  D is tr ib u tio n  of th e  P o p u la tio n  of V irg in ia  
f ro m  1607 to  1943, ^  is  p r im a r i ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  re g io n a l c o m p a r iso n s  
and  p o p u la tio n  t r e n d s  b y  r e s id e n c e ,  w ith  p a r t ic u la r  a tte n tio n  to  r u r a l  
and  u rb a n  d i f f e r e n t ia ls .  A ge, c o lo r , s e x  an d  m ig ra t io n  a r e  t r e a te d  
s p e c if ic a l ly .  Som e c a r to g ra p h ic  te c h n iq u e s  a r e  u t i l iz e d , and  d e ta ile d  
in fo rm a tio n  is  p re s e n te d  in  ta b le s  in  the  ap p en d ix . T h is  w o rk  is  i n t e r ­
e s tin g  p r im a r i ly  b e c a u se  of the  d e m o g ra p h ic  a p p ro a c h  to  the c e n tr a l  
p ro b le m : the a d ju s tm e n t of the  p o p u la tio n  of V irg in ia  to  i t s  r e s o u r c e s ,  
invo lv ing  b o th  s o c ia l  an d  eco n o m ic  m o tiv e s . T h e re  is  no s y s te m a tic  
a tte n tio n  g iv en  to  the  v i ta l  p r o c e s s e s .
A  r e c e n t  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  s tu d y  is  C . A . M cM a h an 's , The 
P e o p le  of A tla n ta . ^ T h is  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  f i r s t  d e m o g ra p h ic  s tu d y  of
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S a ra  K . G ill ia m , V irg in ia 's  P e o p le : A S tudy  of the  G ro w th  
an d  D is tr ib u tio n  of th e  P o p u la tio n  of V irg in ia  f ro m  1607 to  1943 
(R ichm ond: P o p u la tio n  S tudy , V irg in ia  S ta te  P lan n in g  B o a rd , 1944).
5
C . A . M cM ahan, The P e o p le  of A tla n ta  (A th en s: The 
U n iv e rs ity  o f G e o rg ia  P r e s s ,  1950).
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a  la rg e  urban, p o p u la tio n  in  the  South . P r e s e n t in g  a  s y s te m a tic  and 
d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  of A tla n ta , i t  l a r g e ly  fo llo w s the  m e th o d  and  p r o c e ­
d u re  u t i l iz e d  b y  T . L yn n  S m ith  in  h is  P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is . ^ T h is  w o rk  
d e m o n s tra te s  the  u s e fu ln e s s  of su c h  r e s e a r c h  in  the r a p id ly  u rb a n iz in g  
S o u th e rn  re g io n , and  h a s  e n c o u ra g e d  s im i la r  p ro je c ts .
S h o r tly  a f te r  the  co m p le tio n  of the  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  w o rk , a  
c o m p a ra b le  p ro b le m  w as u n d e r ta k e n  by  W illiam  E d w a rd  H opk ins, 
who p ro d u c e d  "A  D e m o g ra p h ic  A n a ly s is  of H ouston , T e x a s . " A lso  
c o n fo rm in g  to  S m ith 's  a p p ro a c h  to  d e m o g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is ,  H opkins c o n ­
s id e r e d  th e  n u m b e r an d  d is tr ib u tio n , r a c e  an d  n a tiv ity , age c o m p o s itio n , 
b a la n c e  b e tw een  the  s e x e s ,  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s ,  o c c u p a tio n a l s ta tu s ,  r e l ig io u s  
c o m p o s itio n , f e r t i l i ty ,  m o r ta l i ty ,  m ig ra t io n , and  g ro w th  of the  p o p u la ­
tio n  of the  c ity  of H o u sto n . T h ese  d a ta  a r e  c o m p a re d  w ith  c o r r e s ­
ponding  d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of A tla n ta  an d  N ew  O rle a n s , 
show ing H o u s to n 's  re la t io n s h ip  to  th e s e  o th e r  tw o im p o r ta n t  S o u th e rn  
c itie  s .
A lthough  n o t an  u rb a n  s tu d y , an  in fo rm a tiv e  and  u se fu l w o rk  in  
d e m o g ra p h y  is  th a t  of T . L ynn S m ith  an d  H o m e r L . H itt , The P e o p le  of
^ T . L ynn  S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is  (N ew  Y ork : M cG raw - 
H ill  B ook  C om pany , Inc . , 1948).
7
W illia m  E d w a rd  H o p k in s , "A  D e m o g ra p h ic  A n a ly s is  of 
H o u sto n , T e x a s"  (U n p u b lish ed  .d o c to ra l d is s e r ta t io n ,  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity ,'. 1951).
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O
L o u is ia n a . U tiliz in g  s ta t i s t i c a l  an d  a n a ly t ic a l  te c h n iq u e s , th is  w o rk  
p r e s e n ts  a  d e ta i le d  d e m o g ra p h ic  p ic tu re  o f the p o p u la tio n  of L o u is ia n a . 
The a n a ly s is  in c lu d e s  p o p u la tio n  n u m b e r an d  d is tr ib u tio n , c e r ta in  c h a r ­
a c te r i s t i c s  of the p o p u la tio n , and  the  v ita l  r a t e s .  M ig ra tio n , g ro w th  
and  re d is t r ib u t io n ,  and  p o p u la tio n  s tu d y  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  s o c ie ty  a re  
a lso  t r e a te d .  In s y s te m a tic  o rg a n iz a tio n  an d  a d h e re n c e  to  s c ie n tif ic  
p r in c ip le s  th is  w o rk  is  e s p e c ia l ly  h e lp fu l to  a  l e s s  e x p e r ie n c e d  d e m o ­
g ra p h e r  en g ag ed  in  e m p ir ic a l  r e s e a r c h .  N o t the l e a s t  u se fu l fe a tu re  
is  the  e ffe c tiv e  a p p lic a tio n  of c a r to g ra p h ic  te c h n iq u e s , m an y  of w hich  
w ere  d e s ig n e d  by  the  a u th o rs .
A n o th er s tu d y  in  u rb a n  d em o g rap h y  is  th e  one r e c e n t ly  c o m ­
p le te d  b y  G eo rg e  A .' H i l le ry ,  J r . , "T he N e g ro  in  New O rle a n s : A
9
D em o g rap h ic  A n a ly s is , " in  w hich  the  a u th o r  h a s  ap p lie d  re f in e d  
te ch n iq u es  an d  em p lo y ed  so c io lo g ic a l a n a ly s is  in  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f the 
d a ta . D em o g rap h y  iB d e fin ed  b y  H il le ry  a s  " the  s tu d y  of p o p u la tio n  
s iz e ,  o f change in  s iz e ,  and  of the  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f th o se  fa c to r s  in  
p o p u la tio n  m o v e m e n ts  and  c o m p o s itio n . " T he in v e s tig a tio n  b e g in s  w ith  
th e  n u m b e r an d  d is tr ib u tio n  of the  u rb a n  g ro u p  u n d e r  s tu d y .
8 T . L ynn  S m ith  an d  H o m er L . H itt , The P eo p le  o f L o u is ia n a  
(B a to n  R ouge: L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1951).
g
G eo rg e  A . H il le ry , J r .  , "The N eg ro  in  N ew  O rle a n s : A  
D e m o g ra p h ic  A n a ly s is "  (U n p u b lish ed  d o c to ra l  d is s e r ta t io n ,  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1954).
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C o m p o sitio n  of the  p o p u la tio n  is  th e n  c o n s id e re d  in  i t s  b io s o c ia l  and  
in s t i tu t io n a l  a s p e c ts .  H i l le ry  h as  a ls o  in c lu d e d  fa m ilia l  and  p o lit ic a l  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  a s  w e ll a s  e d u c a tio n a l and  eco n o m ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  
th u s  p lac in g  e m p h a s is  on the  so c io lo g ic a l a s p e c ts .  The d e m o g ra p h ic  
p r o c e s s e s ,  o p e ra tin g  in  f e r t i l i ty ,  m o r ta l i ty  and  m ig ra t io n , p ro v id e  the 
b a s is  fo r  a n a ly s is  of p o p u la tio n  ch an g e . The m a in  c o n c e rn  is  w ith  
N e g ro -w h ite  d if f e r e n tia ls  in  N ew  O r le a n s . In an  a t te m p t to  ex p la in  
th e s e  d if f e r e n tia ls  H il le ry  a p p lie s  the  so c io lo g ic a l th e o ry  of the  s e l f -  
fu lf illin g  p ro p h e s y , w hich  is  an  u n u su a l t r e a tm e n t  in  d em o g rap h y . The 
e ffe c tiv e  u se  o f ta b le s  and  c a r to g ra p h ic  te c h n iq u e s  s e r v e s  to  s u m m a riz e  
the  d a ta . T h is  s tu d y  sh o u ld  s tim u la te  i n t e r e s t  in  fu r th e r  e x p lo ra tio n  of 
the  so c io lo g ic a l im p lic a tio n s  of d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a .
The P e o p le  of T e n n e ss e e : A S tudy in  P o p u la tio n  T r e n d s , by  
John  B a l le n g e r  K nox, p ro v id e s  d e m o g ra p h ic  in fo rm a tio n  re la t iv e  to  
T e n n e s s e e 's  p o p u la tio n . U nder the  h ead in g s : Who T h ey  A re , W here 
T h ey  A re , How T h ey  A re , a n d  W hat T h ey  Do, Knox h a s  in c lu d ed  d a ta  
on o r ig in s ,  h i s to r ic a l  g ro w th , r a c e ,  a g e , s e x , r e s id e n c e ,  m a r i ta l  
s ta tu s ,  f e r t i l i ty ,  m o r ta l i ty ,  m ig ra t io n , e d u ca tio n , and  eco n o m ic  s ta tu s .  
The t r e a tm e n t  i s  n o t e x h au s tiv e  as  Knox h a s  d is c la im e d  an y  a t te m p t to  
p ro d u c e  " a  h eav y  s c ie n tif ic  t r e a t i s e .  " He h a s  p re s e n te d  65 c h a r ts
John  B a l le n g e r  K nox, The P e o p le  of T e n n e sse e : A S tudy 
in  P o p u la tio n  T re n d s  (K noxv ille : The U n iv e rs ity  of T e n n e sse e T ”1949).
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co n ta in in g  d e ta i le d  s ta t i s t i c a l  d a ta  and  a  n u m b e r of p h o to g ra p h ic  i l l u s ­
t r a t io n s .  A lso , a t  the en d  of e a c h  c h a p te r  i s  a  s u m m a ry  o f the  d a ta  
a n a ly z e d  th e re in .
S o u rc e s  fo r  M ethodology  and  T ech n iq u es
P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , b y  T . L ynn  S m ith , ** r e f e r r e d  to  a b o v e , 
is  re c o g n iz e d  b y  m an y  p e rs o n s  a s  a  s ig n if ic a n t c o n tr ib u tio n  am ong 
e m p ir ic a l  s tu d ie s  in  p o p u la tio n  a n a ly s is  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s .  I t  is  
c o m p re h e n s iv e , lo g ic a lly  o rg a n iz e d , s y s te m a tic a l ly  d ev e lo p ed , and  
in c o rp o ra te s  m an y  of the  te ch n iq u es  th a t  a r e  e s s e n t ia l  to  the  s tu d e n t 
of d e m o g rap h y . In ad d itio n  to  d e m o n s tra t in g  the  in t r ic a c ie s  of a n a ly z ­
ing  p o p u la tio n  d a ta  g e n e ra l ly ,  a tte n tio n  is  g iv en  to  the  s o u rc e s  of d a ta , 
to  m eth o d o lo g y , and  to  re la t io n s h ip s  am ong d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a .
It p ro v id e s , a s  w e ll, a  b ro a d  f ra m e w o rk  fo r  the  a n a ly s is  of p o p u la tio n  
d a ta  g e n e ra l ly .
H o m er L . H itt  s u g g e s ts  c e r ta in  u se fu l te c h n iq u e s  in  d e m o ­
g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is  in  an  a r t ic le  e n ti t le d , "T he Use of S e le c te d
12C a r to g ra p h ic  T ech n iq u es  in  H e a lth  R e s e a rc h .  "  He re c o m m e n d s  the  
u se  of sp e c if ic  g ra p h ic  d e v ice s  to  p o in t up  d if fe re n t  f e a tu re s  o f the d a ta .
H o m e r L . H itt, "T he U se of S e le c te d  C a r to g ra p h ic  
T ech n iq u es  in  H e a lth  R e s e a r c h 1,1 S o c ia l F o r c e s , XXVI (1947), 189-196 .
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I t is  n o ted  th a t  m o re  e ffe c tiv e  u se  can  be m ad e  of the  s t a t i s t i c a l  m ap  
b y  c a re fu l  s e le c t io n  of the  s e r i e s  of sh ad in g s  to  c o r re s p o n d  to  the  
seq u en ce  of c la s s  in te r v a ls ;  a ls o , b y  the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of th e  b re a k s  
in  c la s s  in te rv a ls  to  co in c id e  w ith  the  a v e ra g e  fo r  a l l  of the  d a ta . As 
a  m e th o d  o f e lim in a tin g  s u r fa c e  b ia s ,  H itt  s u g g e s ts  the  u se  o f c i r c le s  
a s  the  u n its  of sh ad in g  in  a  g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a .  T h is  p e rm its  the  in t r o ­
d u c tio n  of th r e e ,  o r  ev en  fo u r , f a c to r s  in to  a  g ra p h ic  c o n fig u ra tio n  
an d  th u s  in c r e a s e s  the  p o te n tia l i t ie s  of the d e v ic e . H i t t 's  d is c u s s io n  
of th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  of th e s e  g ra p h ic  a id s  in  a n a ly s is  d e m o n s tra te s  the  
p r a c t ic a l  ad v an ta g e s  to  the  r e s e a r c h e r  of u til iz in g  c a r to g ra p h ie s  
g e n e ra l ly  in  a  d e m o g ra p h ic  s tu d y .
S ta t is t ic s  fo r  S o c io lo g is ts , ^  b y  M a r g a re t  J a r m a n  H agood 
an d  D an ie l O. P r i c e ,  in c lu d e s  the  b a s ic  s ta t i s t i c a l  m e th o d s  w hich  
have  b e e n  u s e d  in  s o c io lo g ic a l r e s e a r c h .  Of i n t e r e s t  to  d e m o g ra p h e rs  
is  the  c h a p te r  on " P re s e n ta t io n  of R e s u l ts ,  " w hich  c o n s id e r s  in  d e ta i l  
te x tu a l, ta b u la r ,  and  g ra p h ic  f o r m s ,  b u t g iv es  p a r t i c u la r  e m p h a s is  
to  g ra p h ic  p r e s e n ta t io n .  A lso  u se fu l i s  the  s e c tio n  w hich  d e a ls  w ith  
d is tr ib u tio n s  of q u a n tita tiv e  d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  The e a r l i e r  
e d itio n  of th is  book , b y  H agood , ^  co n ta in s  a  s e c tio n  d ev o ted  to  s e le c te d
M a r g a re t  J a r m a n  H agood an d  D an ie l O. P r i c e ,  S ta t is t ic s  
fo r  S o c io lo g is ts  (N ew  Y ork : H e n ry  H o lt and  C om pany , 1952).
14 M a r g a re t  J a r m a n  H agood, S ta t is t ic s  fo r  S o c io lo g is ts  (N ew  
Y ork : R ey n a l and  H itc h co c k , Inc . , 1941).
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te c h n iq u e s  fo r  p o p u la tio n  d a ta , a s  w e ll a s  d is c u s s io n  o f co m p u ta tio n  of 
re p ro d u c tio n  r a t e s  and  c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  life  ta b le .
One w o rk  of a s s is ta n c e  to  r e s e a r c h e r s  in  the  f ie ld  b e a r s  the
b ro a d  t i t l e ,  D e m o g ra p h y , and  w as c o m p ile d  b y  the  E n g lis h  s o c ia l
15s c ie n t i s t ,  P e te r  R. C ox. T h is  book  w as p r e p a r e d  s p e c if ic a l ly  " fo r  
a c tu a r ia l  s tu d e n ts  and  fo r  a l l  who a re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p o p u la tio n  
s t a t i s t i c s .  " I t  is  C o x 's  th e o ry  th a t  th e re  a r e  d a n g e rs  of e r r o r  in h e re n t  
in  the  u se  and  in te r p r e ta t io n  of s ta t i s t i c a l  d a ta , a g a in s t  w hich  on ly  a  
th o ro u g h  te c h n ic a l  know ledge can  g u a rd . T h e re fo re ,  h is  o b jec tiv e  is  
to  su p p ly  in fo rm a tio n  on  the te c h n ic a l  and  p r a c t ic a l  a s p e c ts  of d e m o ­
g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is .  H is  w o rk , tho u g h  n e ith e r  a s  s y s te m a tic  n o r a s  w e ll 
o rg a n iz e d  a s  i t  m ig h t b e , h a s  the  m e r i t s  of s p e c if ic i ty  an d  d e ta i l .  A 
p a r t i c u la r ly  in te r e s t in g  s e c tio n  is  the  "A ddendum , " in  w hich  he e x ­
a m in e s  the  l a t e s t  d a ta  and  m e th o d o lo g y  in  p o p u la tio n  p ro je c t io n s . T h is  
t r e a tm e n t  in d ic a te s  the  g ro w in g  re c o g n itio n  of the  im p o r ta n c e  of p o p u ­
la t io n  r e s e a r c h  on a  w o rld -w id e  s c a le .  I ts  i n t e r e s t  to  the  d e m o g ra p h ic  
r e s e a r c h e r ,  th e r e f o r e ,  is  n o t l im ite d  to  the  d is c u s s io n  of te c h n iq u e s .
C ox h im s e lf , i t  m u s t  be n o te d , w a rn s  the  r e a d e r  to  k e ep  to  " p u re "  
d e m o g ra p h y , and  c a u tio n s  h im  n o t to  p u rsu e  i t  ou t of i t s  l im i t s  in to  
" te m p tin g  b y w a y s"  w h ere  d e m o g ra p h y  " im p in g e s  upon the s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s .  "
P e te r  R . C ox, D em o g rap h y  (C a m b rid g e : The U n iv e rs ity  
P r e s s ,  1950).
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B u t, in  the  w r i t e r 's  o p in ion , Cox, in  the  im p lic a tio n s  of h is  a n a ly s is ,  
h a s  fa ile d  to  h eed  h is  own a d m o n itio n .
O nly re c e n t ly  a v a ila b le  to  r e s e a r c h e r s  is  a  c o m p ila tio n  of
m a te r ia ls  e n ti t le d  H andbook of S ta t is t ic a l  M ethods fo r  D e m o g ra p h e rs  
1 6b y  A . J .  J a f fe e . I t  p r e s e n ts  a  s e le c t io n  and  co n d en sa tio n  of 
l e c t u r e s ,  e x e r c is e s  and  re a d in g s  g iven  b y  the a u th o r  in  a  c o u rs e  on 
s ta t i s t i c s  fo r  d e m o g ra p h e rs .  The d is c u s s io n  b eg in s  w ith  a  d e s c r ip ­
tio n  of the  life  ta b le  an d  i t s  u s e s  in  d e m o g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is .  U nder th is  
to p ic  a r e  in c lu d e d  co m p le te  r e p r in ts  of su ch  v a lu e -p ro v e n  a r t i c le s  a s ,
"A  S h o r t M ethod of C o n s tru c tin g  an  A b rid g e d  L ife  T a b le , " b y  L ow ell 
J . R eed  and  M a r g a re t  M e r re l l ;  "S h o rt M ethods of C o n s tru c tin g  
A b rid g e d  L ife  T a b le s , 11 b y  T . N . E . G re v ille ;  and  V ita l S ta t is t ic s  
S p e c ia l R e p o r ts ,  "U n ited  S ta te s  A b rid g ed  L ife  T a b le s , 1 9 4 5 ."  O th er 
p ro b le m s  t r e a te d  a r e  s e le c te d  s ta t i s t i c a l  m e th o d s  fo r  s ta n d a rd iz a tio n  
o f p o p u la tio n s , ev a lu a tin g  an d  c o r r e c t in g  c en su s  r e tu r n s ,  e v a lu a tin g  
the  c o m p le te n e s s  of b i r th  an d  d e a th  r e g i s t r a t io n s ,  in te rn a l  m ig ra t io n , 
an d  p o p u la tio n  e s t im a te s .  E a c h  o f th e se  s e c tio n s  in c o rp o ra te s  m e th o d s , 
l a b o r a to r y  m a te r ia l s ,  an d  re a d in g  m a te r ia l s  w hich  c o n s is t  o f co m p le te  
r e p r in t s ,  su ch  a s  th o se  l i s te d  above, w hich  a re  p e r t in e n t  to  the  to p ic  
b e in g  c o n s id e re d . T h is  is  a  volum e of p r a c t ic a l  u s e fu ln e s s , p a r t ic u la r ly
A. J .  J a f fe e , H andbook of S ta t is t ic a l  M ethods fo r  D em o ­
g ra p h e r s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1951).
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to  the  n o n p ro fe s s io n a l in  d e m o g ra p h y .
R o b e r t  R . K u czy n sk i h as  b e en  a  n o ted  r e s e a r c h e r  in  the  f ie ld
o f p o p u la tio n  fo r  m an y  y e a r s .  A lm o s t th r e e  d e c a d e s  ago , u n d e r  the
s p o n so rs h ip  of the  In s titu te  o f E c o n o m ic s  of The B ro o k in g s  In s t i tu te ,
he u n d e rto o k  a  s e r i e s  of s tu d ie s  in te n d e d  to  be a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  su rv e y
of the  t r e n d  o f h u m an  f e r t i l i ty .  It w as t i t le d ,  The B a lan c e  of B ir th s  and 
17D e a th s . The f i r s t  vo lum e d e a ls  w ith  W e s te rn  an d  N o r th e rn  E u ro p e ; 
th e  seco n d  vo lum e c o n s id e rs  W e s te rn  and  S o u th e rn  E u ro p e . The c e n tr a l  
p ro b le m  in  b o th  is  the q u e s tio n  of E u r o p e 's  d e c lin in g  f e r t i l i ty ,  an d  the  
to p ic s  o f b i r t h s ,  b i r t h  r a t e s ,  f e r t i l i ty  r a t e s  an d  age of m o th e rs  re c e iv e  
a  p e n e tra tin g  a n a ly s is .  The c h a p te r  on n e t re p ro d u c tio n  r a te s  i s  e x -  
p e c ia l ly  u se fu l to  d e m o g ra p h e rs .
18A l a t e r  w o rk  b y  K u czy n sk i, F e r t i l i ty  and R e p ro d u c tio n , is  
d ev o ted  e n t i r e ly  to  m e th o d s  of m e a s u r in g  the  b a la n c e  of b i r th s  and 
d e a th s .
In h is  c a p a c ity  a s  D e m o g ra p h ic  A d v ise r  to  the  C o lo n ia l O ffice , 
K u czy n sk i p ro d u c e d  tw o v o lu m es w hich  a re  e x a m p le s  of s y s te m a tic  
e m p ir ic a l  r e s e a r c h  an d  p o p u la tio n  a n a ly s is .  The s tu d y , D em o g rap h ic
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R o b e r t  R . K u czy n sk i, The B a la n c e  of B i r th s  and  D eath s  
(V ol. I, N ew  Y ork: The M ac m illa n  C om pany , 1928; V ol. II,
W ash in g to n , D . C . : T he B ro o k in g s  In s titu tio n , 1931).
18
K u czy n sk i, F e r t i l i t y  an d  R ep ro d u c tio n  (N ew  Y ork : F a lc o n  
P r e s s ,  1932).
19S u rv ey  of the  B r i t i s h  C o lo n ia l E m p i r e , c o v e rs  W est A fr ic a  and 
South  A f r ic a  H igh C o m m iss io n  T e r r i t o r i e s .  T hus a  co m p le te  
f a m il ia r i ty  w ith  K u czy n sk i's  w o rk s  a s s u r e s  a n  in s ig h t in to  s e le c te d  
r e s e a r c h  te c h n iq u e s  a s  w e ll as  the p r in c ip le s  of p o p u la tio n  a n a ly s is .
L i te r a tu r e  of A ss is ta n c e  in  A n a ly sis
P r e l im in a r y  to  r e c e n t  u rb a n  s tu d ie s  is  the w o rk  e d ite d  by
20R o b e r t E . P a r k  and  E r n e s t  W. B u rg e s s  e n ti t le d  The C ity . In ­
c lu d ed  th e r e in  is  the  e s s a y  w r it te n  by  P a r k  m o re  th a n  a  q u a r te r  of a  
c e n tu ry  ago , "T h e  C ity : S u g g es tio n s  fo r  the  In v e s t ig a t io n  of H um an 
B e h a v io r  in  th e  U rban  E n v iro n m e n t. " He p o in ts  out th a t  the  c ity  is  
n o t m e re ly  a  p h y s ic a l m e c h a n is m  and  an  a r t i f i c ia l  c o n s tru c tio n , b u t is  
in v o lv ed  in  and  a ffe c te d  b y  the  v ita l  p r o c e s s e s  of the  peop le  who c o m ­
p ose  i t .  He t e r m s  the  c ity  " the n a tu ra l  h a b ita t  of c iv i l iz e d  m a n , " and, 
a s  su ch , a  w o rth y  o b je c t of c o n c e rn . P a r k  p re s e n ts  fo r  in v e s tig a tio n  
a  n u m b e r of p ro b le m s  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  of hum an  b e h a v io r  in  the  u rb a n  
e n v iro n m e n t. A n sw e rs  a r e  s t i l l  b e in g  sough t to  the q u e s tio n s  w hich  he 
h a s  r a is e d .  In a n o th e r  c h a p te r ,  e n ti t le d , "T he G ro w th  of the  C ity , "
K u czy n sk i, D e m o g ra p h ic  S u rv ey  of the  B r i t i s h  C o lo n ia l 
E m p ire  (L ondon: O xford  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s .  V ol. I, 1948, V ol. II, 1949).
2 0  R o b e r t E . P a r k  and  E r n e s t  W. B u rg e s s ,  ( e d s . )  The C ity  
(C h icago : The U n iv e rs ity  of C h icago  P r e s s ,  1925).
20
B u rg e s s  p ro p o se d  the  c o n c e n tr ic  zone th e o ry  of c ity  d e v e lo p m en t. In
th is  sam e  w o rk  R o b e r t  D. M cK enzie d is c u s s e s  a n o th e r  q u e s tio n  th a t
h a s  b eco m e  of i n t e r e s t  to  u rb a n  s o c io lo g is ts ,  “ The E c o lo g ic a l A p p ro a ch
to  the  S tudy  of the  H um an C o m m u n ity . "
A decad e  and  a  h a lf  a f te r  the p ro p o s itio n s  s e t  fo r th  in  The C ity ,
on the  b a s is  o f d a ta  p ro v id e d  by  the  r e a l - p r o p e r ty  in v e n to r ie s  of 142
A m e ric a n  c i t ie s ,  H o m e r H oyt fo rm u la te d  w hat he d e s ig n a te s  as  the
" s e c to r  th e o r y "  of u rb a n  g ro w th . In c h a p te r  s ix  of The S tru c tu re  and
21G ro w th  of R e s id e n tia l  N eig h b o rh o o d s in  A m e r ic a n  C it ie s ,  H oyt p r e ­
s e n ts  w hat w ould s e e m  to  be a  re fu ta t io n  of the  c o n c e n tr ic -z o n e  
h y p o th e s is  su g g e s te d  b y  B u rg e s s .  T h is  thet>ry h o ld s  th a t a  c e r ta in  a r e a ,  
su ch  as  a  lo w - r e n t  d i s t r i c t ,  ten d s  to  a s s u m e  a  w edge sh ap e , g ra d u a lly  
w idening  as  i t  ex ten d s  to  the  c i ty 's  p e r ip h e ry ,  in s te a d  of fo rm in g  a  c o n ­
c e n tr ic  zo n e . He lik e n s  the  p a t te rn  of the  A m e r ic a n  c ity  to  an  o c to p u s , 
"w ith  te n ta c le s  ex ten d in g  in  v a r io u s  d ire c t io n s  a long  t r a n s p o r ta t io n
l in e s .  "  H oyt f u r th e r  d ev e lo p s  h is  th e o ry  in  an  a r t i c l e ,  "T he S tru c tu re
22of A m e r ic a n  C itie s  in  the  P o s t-W a r  E r a .  "
2 1 H o m e r H oyt, The S tru c tu re  and  G ro w th  of R e s id e n tia l  
N e ig h b o rh o o d s in  A m e r ic a n  C itie s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1939).
22
H o m er H oyt, "T he S tru c tu re  of A m e r ic a n  C itie s  in  the  




G u n n ar M y rd a l 's  book , P o p u la tio n : A P ro b le m  fo r  D e m o c ra c y , 
one of the  G odM n L e c tu re s  fo r  1938, i s  la r g e ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p o p u la tio n  
p o lic y , w h ich  is  c o n s id e re d  s p e c if ic a l ly  as  a  c u r r e n t  A m e r ic a n  p ro b le m . 
I t is  M y rd a l 's  th e s is  th a t  a  p la n n ed  p ro g r a m , b a se d  on d e m o g ra p h ic  
d a ta , is  no t o n ly  lo g ic a lly  p o s s ib le ,  b u t is  a  r e a l  n e c e s s i ty .  In d e v e lo p ­
ing  h is  th e s is  he re v ie w s  the  v a r io u s  p o p u la tio n  th e o r ie s  f ro m  M althus 
and  M ill to  the  b i r th - c o n t r o l  a d v o c a te s  of to d ay , an d  e x a m in e s  c e r ta in  
p o p u la tio n  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  in  th a t  c o n tex t. He h o lds th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  
p ro b le m  is  a  p o li t ic a l  p ro b le m  of s o c ia l  g o a ls  an d  p lan n ed  s o c ia l  a c tio n .
I t  is  in  th is  w o rk  th a t  M y rd a l h a s  m ad e  the  m u c h -q u o te d  s ta te m e n t,
"In  th e  p r e s e n t  w o rld  a ll  m a jo r  i s s u e s ,  in  a l l  f ie ld s  o f g o v e rn m e n t, a re  
f r a u g h t  w ith  m o m en to u s  c o n se q u e n c e s . B u t to  m y  m in d  no f a c to r - - n o t  
e v e n  th a t  of p e ac e  o r  w a r - - i s  so  tre m e n d o u s ly  fa ta l  fo r  the  lo n g - t im e  
d e s t in ie s  o f d e m o c ra c ie s  a s  the  f a c to r  of p o p u la tio n "  (p . 237).
U rb an  S o c ie ty , b y  N oel P .  G is t  and  L . A . H a lb e r t ,  ^  h a s  
so m e  s e c tio n s  th a t  a r e  u se fu l to  th e  p o p u la tio n  a n a ly s t . A d m ittin g  to  
an  e c le c t ic  a p p ro a c h  to  the  s tu d y  o f u rb a n  s o c ie ty , th e  a u th o rs  have 
d ra w n  m a te r ia l s  f ro m  m an y  s p e c ia l i s t s ,  in c lu d in g  c i ty  p la n n e r s ,  a s
23
G u n n ar M y rd a l, P o p u la tio n : A  P ro b le m  fo r  D e m o c ra c y  
(C a m b rid g e : H a rv a r d  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s , 1940).
24
N oel P .  G is t  an d  L . A . H a lb e r t ,  U rb an  S o c ie ty  (N ew  Y ork: 
T h o m as Y. C ow ell C om pany , 1950).
22
w ell a s  s o c ia l  s c ie n t i s t s .  The d is c u s s io n s  d ev o ted  to  the  eco lo g y  of 
th e  c i ty  and  re g io n , and  to  p o p u la tio n  and s e le c tiv e  m ig ra tio n , a re  
u se fu l in  th is  s tu d y . So is  the  one c h a p te r  w h ich  d e a ls  w ith  fa c to r s  
in  u rb a n  g ro w th .
25W a rre n  S. T h o m p so n 's  book , P o p u la tio n  P ro b le m s , p r e ­
s e n ts  fa c tu a l d a ta  and  th e o r e t ic a l  b a s e s  fo r  e v a lu a tio n  and  in te r p r e ta ­
tio n  of e m p ir ic a l  d a ta . T h o m p so n  e s ta b l is h e s  a  w o rld  p e rs p e c tiv e  fo r 
c o n s id e r in g  p o p u la tio n  t r e n d s  and  p o p u la tio n  p o lic y . Of p a r t ic u la r  u se  
to  th is  s tu d y  a r e  th o se  c h a p te rs  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  f a c to r s  in  the g ro w th  
of the  m o d e rn  c ity  and  th e  fu tu re  of the  la rg e  c ity . A lthough no g e n e ra l  
b ib lio g ra p h y  is  in c lu d ed , a  l i s t  of su g g e s te d  re a d in g s  is  appended  to  
e a c h  c h a p te r ,  in  ad d itio n  to  s p e c if ic  r e f e r e n c e s  in  fo o tn o te s .
P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s : A C ultu red  In te rp r e ta t io n  by  Paxil H .
26
L a n d is , r e v is e d  by  P a u l K.- H a tt, i s  a  r e c e n t  d e m o g ra p h ic  s tudy .
The f i r s t  o f five  p a r ts  p r e s e n ts  b a s ic  th e o r ie s  and  fu n d am en ta l fa c ts  
o f p o p u la tio n  g row th ; the  sec o n d  an d  th i r d  d iv is io n s  d e a l w ith  fa c to rs  
in  p o p u la tio n  re p la c e m e n t  and  th e  s o u rc e s  and  co n se q u e n ce s  of r e ­
p la c e m e n t d if f e r e n tia ls ;  the  fo u r th  s e c tio n  c o n s id e rs  th e  d is tr ib u tio n
W a rre n  S. T h o m p so n , P o p u la tio n  P ro b le m s  (N ew  Y o rk , 
T o ro n to  and  L ondon: M cG ra w -H ill B ook  C om pany , I n c . , 1953).
2 6
P a u l H . L a n d is ,  P o p u la tion P ro b le m s : A C u ltu ra l  I n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  R e v ise d  b y  P a u l K . H a tt (N ew  Y ork: A m e r ic a n  B ook 
C om pany , 1954).
23
of the  p o p u la tio n  by  p la ce  o f re s id e n c e  an d  fu n c tio n a l ro le ;  f in a lly , the 
f if th  p a r t  id e n tif ie s  the p o s itio n  of the  U nited  S ta te s  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  
w o rld  im m ig ra t io n  p o lic y  and  c o m p a ra tiv e  d e m o g ra p h ic  s ta tu s .  The 
un ique c h a r a c te r  of th is  w o rk  c o n s is ts  in  the  t r e a tm e n t  of p o p u la tio n  
p ro b le m s  w ith in  a  so c io lo g ic a l s e t t in g . I t  is  s p e c if ie d  th a t  "p o p u la tio n  
ph en o m en a  have m ean in g  on ly  in  t e r m s  of c u ltu re  p a t te r n s "  and  th a t  
th e  m o d e rn  a n a ly s t  can n o t fa i l  to  th in k  in  t e r m s  of s o c io c u ltu ra l  
fo r c e s .  T h ese  f e a tu re s  a s s u r e  the  w o rk  an  im p o r ta n t p la ce  w ith  the 
s tu d e n t of so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  p ro b le m s . The a u th o rs  have in c lu d e d , 
a s  an  ad d itio n a l r e s o u r c e ,  a  s p e c ia l  A ppend ix  in c o rp o ra tin g  a  r e p r in t  
of ' 'E s s e n t ia l  S ta t is t ic a l  C o n cep ts  and  M ethods in  D em o g rap h y , " by  
L eo  S ilb e rm a n , w hich  is  a  t r e a tm e n t  of the  te ch n iq u es  e s s e n t ia l  to 
m o d e rn  d em o g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is .
One of th e  r e c e n t  v o lu m es to  com e to  th is  w r i t e r 's  a tte n tio n
is  the  R e a d e r  in  U rban  S ocio logy , e d ite d  b y  P a u l K. H a tt and  A lb e r t  J . 
27R e is s ,  J r .  I t  t r e a t s  the  p ro b le m  of the  c ity  a s  a  w ay of l i f e ,  te rm in g  
"m o d e rn  s o c ie ty "  a s  a lm o s t  the  e q u iv a le n t of " u rb a n  s o c ie ty . " The 
e d i to r s  d ra w  f ro m  the  l i t e r a tu r e  p e r t in e n t  to  the  p ro b le m , cho o sin g  th a t  
w h ich  s e e m s  to  th e m  m o s t s ig n if ic a n t. T he c o n tr ib u to r s  n u m b e r m o re  
th a n  f if ty , and  m a te r ia l s  ra n g e  f ro m  su c h  e a r ly  w ritin g s  a s  th o se  of
P a u l K . H a tt an d  A lb e r t  J .  R e is s ,  J r .  ( e d s . ), R e a d e r  in  
U rb an  S oc io logy  (G len co e: The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1951).
24
R o b e r t  E . P a r k ,  G eo rg  S im m e l, and  H e n ri P ire n n e  to  the r e c e n t  c o n ­
tr ib u tio n s  o f R o b e r t  C . A n g e ll, A b ra m  Ja ffee  an d  A ugust B . 
H o llin g sh e ad . T h e o r is ts ,  h is to r ia n s ,  e m p ir ic i s t s  and  s ta t is t ic ia n s  
p ro v id e  the c o n ten t. The scope of the  w o rk  is  in d ic a te d  in  the  m a jo r  
to p ic s  c o n s id e re d , w hich  a re :  (1) The N a tu re  of the  C ity , (2) The 
N a tu ra l  H is to ry  of U rb an  S e ttle m e n t, (3) The G ro w th  P a t te r n  of 
C it ie s ,  (4) The S p a tia l P a t te r n  of C i t ie s ,  (5) The D em o g rap h ic  
S tru c tu re  of C it ie s ,  ( 6 ) The S ta tu s  S tru c tu re  and  P r o c e s s e s ,  (7) The 
In s titu tio n a l S tru c tu re  and  P r o c e s s e s ,  ( 8 ) P e r s o n a l i ty  and  C ity  L ife , 
and  (9) The C ity  a s  an  A r t i f a c t .  The s e c tio n  on d e m o g ra p h ic  s t r u c tu r e  
an d  p r o c e s s e s  is  u se fu l in  th is  s tu d y , and  the  o th e r  d is c u s s io n s  s e rv e  
to  p ro v id e  a  c o n ce p tu a l f r a m e w o rk  and  c o n tex t. P a r t i c u la r ly  u se fu l 
to  the  s tu d e n t of u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  is  the  b ib lio g ra p h y  w hich  is  in c lu d ed  
in  the  book  and  c la s s i f ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  the  to p ic a l o rg a n iz a tio n  in d ic a te d  
abo v e.
28A n o th e r r e c e n t  book  is  The U rb an  South , a  sy m p o siu m  e d ite d  
b y  R u p e r t  B . V ance and N ich o las  J . D e m e ra th .
The n in e te e n  c o n tr ib u to r s  to  th is  volum e a re  s tu d en ts  of 
u rb a n is m , b u t th e y  a re  a ls o  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  r e g io n a lis m . G e n e ra lly  
w e ll o r ie n te d  in  the  p ro b le m s  o f u rb a n is m , th e y  have  the  ad d ed
28 R u p e r t B . V ance an d  N ich o las  J . D e m e ra th  ( e d s . )  The 
U rb an  South  (C h ap e l H ill:- The U n iv e rs ity  o f N o r th  C a ro lin a  P r e s s ,  
1954).
25
a d v an ta g e s  of liv in g  in  the  S ou th  and  e x p e r ie n c in g  the  in flu en c es  of the 
p r o c e s s e s  of w hich  th e y  w r ite . T hey  a re  a l l  p ro f e s s io n a l ly  and  p e r ­
so n a lly  in te r e s te d  in  the  p o p u la tio n  t r e n d s  w hich  a r e  v i ta lly  in flu en c in g  
s o c ia l  change in  the  South.
The te x t d e a ls  w ith  the  fo llow ing to p ic s :  u rb a n iz a tio n  of the 
S outh  a s  an  e m e rg in g  phenom enon; o rg a n iz a tio n a l a s p e c ts  of S o u th e rn  
c i t ie s ;  and  f in a lly , u rb a n is m , ch an g e , and  t r a d i t io n .  The l a t t e r  
s e c tio n  c o n s id e rs  the  q u e s tio n , "How w ill the  S o u th ’s new  u rb a n is m  
a ffe c t the  r e g io n 's  fu tu re  ? ” I t i s  la r g e ly  an  a tte m p t to  id e n tify  s p e c if ic  
fo rc e s  an d  m e c h a n ism s  of change p re s e n t  in  the  c o n te m p o ra ry  u rb a n  
South .
The se c tio n s  w hich  a re  of g r e a te s t  u t i l i ty  in  th e  p r e s e n t  a n a ly s is  
a r e  the  fo llow ing: (1) "P eo p lin g  the  C ity : M ig ra tio n , " b y  H o m er L . Hitt} 
(2) P eo p lin g  the  C ity ; F e r t i l i ty ,  " b y  R o b e r t M. D inkel; (3) "T he E co lo g y  
of S o u th e rn  C it ie s ,  " by  N ic h o las  J . D e m e ra th  and  H a r la n d  W. G ilm o re ; 
and  (4) "C ity  P lan n in g : A d ju stin g  P eo p le  and  P la c e ,  " b y  F .  S tu a r t  
C hap in , J r .
CH A PTER m
FORMAT OF THE TWO CITIES
A lthough  a  h u n d re d  an d  s ix te e n  y e a r s  s e p a ra te  B a to n  R ouge 
an d  S h re v e p o r t  in  th e i r  d a te s  o f o r ig in , th e se  tw o c i t ie s  p r e s e n t  m an y  
s im i la r i t i e s .  E a c h  is  s i tu a te d  on a  r i v e r  w ith  i t s  c e n tr a l  b u s in e s s  a r e a  
con tig u o u s to  the  r iv e r  bank ; e a c h  is  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  i t s  a d ja c e n t t r a d e  
a r e a  on one s id e  by  a  r i v e r  w hich  c o n s ti tu te s  the  d iv id in g  lin e  b e tw ee n  
tw o p a r i s h e s ,  th u s  p re v e n tin g  in c lu s io n  o f th a t  a r e a  w ith in  i t s  c i ty  
l im i t s ;  e a c h  c ity  w as o r ig in a lly  e s ta b l is h e d  a s  a  tra d in g  p o s t fo r  the  
In d ian s  and  l a t e r  ex p an d ed  in to  a  p o r t  by  new  s e t t l e r s  and  e v e n tu a lly  in to  
a  p e rm a n e n t  s e t t le m e n t.  H o w ev e r, th e i r  d if fe re n c e s  in  h i s to r ic a l  and  
e co n o m ic  d e v e lo p m en t g ive e a c h  of th e m  a  u n iq u e n e ss  an d  ho ld  s p e c ia l  
m e an in g s  fo r  th e m s e lv e s  and  fo r  the  peop le  of L o u is ia n a .
H is to r ic a l  B ack g ro u n d
B a to n  R ouge
A c co rd in g  to  th e  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t  of a  n a tio n a l p u b lic a tio n
B a to n  R ouge h a s  "one o f the  h ig h e s t  in d u s t r ia l  'g ro w th  p o te n t ia ls 'in  the  
1
U n ited  S ta te s ,  " B a to n  R ouge h ad  i t s  b eg in n in g  a s  an  In d ian  t ra d in g  p o s t
* T h is  s ta te m e n t w as in c lu d e d  in  an  a d v e r t is e m e n t  w h ich  w as 
q u o ted  in  a  l e t t e r  d a te d  Ju ly  1, 1955 f ro m  th e  E x e c u tiv e  o ff ic e s  of 
F o r tu n e  and  a d d r e s s e d  to  the  w r i te r .
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e a r ly  in  the  n a tio n ’s h is to r y .
The c o lo r fu l n am e  w as ad o p ted  f ro m  th e  In d ian  w o rd  " I s tro u m a "
m ean in g  " r e d  p o le . "  The F r e n c h  d e s ig n a tio n , "B a to n  R ouge, " w as u s e d
2
w hen the sp o t w as s e le c te d  fo r  a  p e rm a n e n t  s e t t le m e n t.  The n am e  w as 
w e ll p e rp e tu a te d , hav ing  b e e n  b e s to w e d  upon a  s e t t le m e n t ,  a  b ayou  
(th ro u g h  D e v il 's  sw am p) an d  tw o p o li t ic a l  s u b d iv is io n s , E a s t  an d  W est 
B a to n  R ouge P a r i s h e s .
F o u n d ed  b y  F r e n c h  e x p lo r e r s  in  1719, i t  is  b e lie v e d  th a t  
Ib e rv il le  and  B ie n v ille  f i r s t  s e t  fo o t on w hat cam e  to  be know n as  
G a r r i s o n  B ayou . B ato n  R ouge w as n o t in c o rp o ra te d  u n til  a lm o s t  a  
h u n d re d  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  in  1 8 1 7 .^  In  1846 th is  c ity  b e ca m e  the  s ta te
2
H is to r ia n s  have  p re s e n te d  tw o th e o r ie s  of the  sy m b o l w hich  
in s p ir e d  th e  n a m e . The " t r e e  th e o ry "  h o ld s  th a t  i t  w as a  t a l l  w e a th e r -  
ro u g h e n e d  c y p r e s s ,  the "po le  th e o ry "  d e s c r ib e s  a  r e d  po le  w ith  f i s h -  
h e ad s  a t  th e  to p . The l a t t e r  th e o ry  is  s u p p o r te d  in  p u b lish e d  a r t i c l e s  b y  
W m . O . S c ro g g s , D ean  E m e r i tu s  o f the  G ra d u a te  Schoo l and  one tim e  
P r o f e s s o r  o f E c o n o m ic s  and  S o c io lo g y  a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , who 
c i te s  I b e r v i l l e 's  d ia ry  a s  h is  a u th o r ity . S ee : " O rig in  of the  N am e B a to n  
R ouge, "  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  o f E a s t  and  W est B a to n  R ouge P ro c e e d in g s  1 
(1 9 1 6 -1 9 1 7 ), 2 0 -2 3 .
3
A n d rew  C . A lb re c h t, "T he O rig in  an d  E a r ly  S e tt le m e n t of 
B a to n  R ouge, L o u is ia n a , " The S o u th e rn  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly  ( J a n u a ry ,
1945) 28 pp.
4
I b i d . , p. 3.
The L o u is ia n a  L e g is la tu re  p a s s e d  an  a c t  p ro v id in g  th a t ,  "A ll 
f r e e  w hite m a le  p e r s o n s  above th e  age o f 2 1  y e a r s  who a r e  f r e e h o ld e r s ,  
h o u s e h o ld e rs ,  o r  la n d h o ld e r s ,  w ith in  th e  fo llow ing  l im i t s ,  to -w it :  f ro m  the  
m o u th  of the  B ay o u  a t  the  u p p e r  p a r t  o f the  tow n of B a to n  R ouge (c a lle d  
G a r c i a 's  B ayou) an d  ex ten d in g  on the  m a in  b ra n c h  of th e  s a id  b ay o u  to  the 
d is ta n c e  o f 40 a rp e n ts  f ro m  the  M is s is s ip p i ,  an d  b e lo w  c o m m en c in g  a t  the  
M is s is s ip p i  on the  tow n lin e  o f la n d  c la im e d  b y  M adam  M ario n , an d  p u r ­
su in g  th e  d ire c t io n  o f s a id  lin e  to  the  d is ta n c e  o f 40 a rp e n ts  f ro m  the  
M is s is s ip p i  a r e  h e re b y  a u th o r iz e d  to  m e e t  an d  e le c t  five  s e le c tm e n t 
an n u a lly . "
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c a p ita l  an d  h a s  co n tin u ed  a s  su c h  u n til the p r e s e n t  day , w ith  th e  e x c e p ­
tio n  o£ the 2 0 - y e a r  p e r io d  b e tw ee n  1 8 6 2  an d  1882, d u rin g  w hich  tim e 
b o th  S h re v e p o r t  an d  N ew  O rle a n s  s e r v e d  in  th is  c a p a c ity .
L o c a te d  in  th e  s o u th -c e n tr a l  s e c tio n  of L o u is ia n a , ab o u t 80 
m ile s  n o r th w e s t o f the  c ity  of N ew  O r le a n s , B ato n  R ouge o c cu p ie s  the 
f i r s t  h ig h lan d s  above the  G ulf o f M ex ico , on the e a s t  b an k  of the  m ig h ty  
M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r ,  w hich  has p la y e d  so  im p o r ta n t a  p a r t  in  h e r  g ro w th  
and  d e v e lo p m en t. (See F ig u re  1)
T o g e th e r  w ith  the r i v e r ,  the  u p lands c o n s ti tu te  the  m o s t  o u t­
s tan d in g  p h y s io g ra p h ic  fe a tu re  o f the  p la c e . T h ey  a r e  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  
the b an k  of the r iv e r  by  a  s e r i e s  of s o - c a l le d  " b lu ffs "  w hich  r i s e  
a b ru p tly , and  th u s  p ro te c t  the s i te  a g a in s t  d e v a s ta tin g  in u n d a tio n s . The 
a v e ra g e  e le v a tio n  n e a r  the  c e n te r  o f the s i te  is  a b o u t 40 fe e t , b u t s e v e r a l  
m ile s  so u th  of the  c i ty  w h ere  th e  h ig h  la n d  b e g in s , the  g ro u n d  r i s e s  on ly  
a  few  fe e t  above th e  flo o d p la in . ^ L a rg e  a r e a s  o f sw am p lan d  w hich  have 
now  b e en  d ra in e d  once e x is te d  in  p a r t s  of the  c ity . A  n u m b e r o f a r t i f i c ia l  
la k e s  in c lu d in g . O ld  U n iv e rs ity  L a k e , C ity  P a r k  L a k e , and  N ew  U n iv e rs ity  
L ak e  o r ig in a te d  f ro m  la rg e  a r e a s  o f sw am p y  g ro u n d .
A n o th e r p ro m in e n t fe a tu re  of the  la n d sc a p e  is  the  s t r a ig h t  
c o u rs e  fo llow ed  b y  the  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  in  th is  p a r t i c u la r  a r e a .  Known 
a s  th e  B ato n  R ouge R ea c h , i t  i s  ab o u t e ig h t m ile s  lo n g . The p r e s e n t
5
A lb re c h t, op. c iL  , p . 4 .
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m e tro p o li ta n  c e n te r  l ie s  n e a r  the m id d le  of the  R ea c h , an d  the  p re s e n t  
a r e a  ex ten d s  a long  i ts  e n t i r e  le n g th . The c ity  in c lu d e s  a l l  la n d s  ly ing  
along  the e a s t  b an k  of the  R each . ^ The im p o r ta n c e  of th is  p h y s io g ra p h ic  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c  h a s  b e en  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t in  the p a t te rn  of c i ty  g ro w th  in  
the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry .
The r i v e r ,  a  h a lf  m ile  w ide a t  the R each , and  i ts  ch an n e l som e 
60 fe e t  b e lo w  s e a  le v e l , a llow s o c ea n  v e s s e ls  to  com e to the c i ty  a t  a ll 
s e a s o n s  of the  y e a r .  M o d ern  docks and  te r m in a l  f a c i l i t ie s  have  b e e n  
p ro v id e d , and  s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  o c ea n -g o in g  ta n k  s te a m e r s  c le a r  the  p o r t  
e a c h  y e a r .
W ith a  m e an  te m p e ra tu re  of 53. 0 d e g re e s  in  J a n u a ry  and  81 . 7 
d e g re e s  in  Ju ly , an d  w ith  a  r e c o r d  of 110 d e g re e s  a t  the  h ig h e s t  and  tw o 
d e g re e s  a t  the  lo w e s t p o in ts , B a to n  Rouge can  be s a id  to  e n jo y  a  m ild  
c lim a te . The m e an  an n u al p re c ip i ta t io n  is  5 8 .2 5 , m ak in g  fo r  u n c o m ­
fo r ta b ly  h ig h  h u m id ity , bu t a lso  fo r  v ir tu a l ly  a  co n tinuous g ro w in g  
7se a so n .
The e a r ly  h is to r y  of B a to n  Rouge is  the e a r ly  h is to r y  of the 
e n t i r e  su rro u n d in g  re g io n . The young s e t t le m e n t  s h a r e d  fu lly  in  the 
tu rb u le n t  days of c o lo n iz a tio n  and  o f c o n q u es t. N ine d if fe re n t  f lag s
6  Ibid-
^ C ounty  and  C ity  D a ta  B ook : 1952 (W ash ing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1951) p. 465 , T ab le  4.
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have flow n o v e r  the  a r e a ,  and  the c u l tu ra l  im p a c t o f th e se  v a r io u s  p e o p le s  
h a s  le f t  i ts  r e c o r d  in  o ld  s t r e e t  and  s e c tio n  n a m e s , in  h is to r ic  w r i t te n  
d o c u m en ts , and  in  the p h y s ic a l d ev e lo p m en t of the  c ity .
A lthough  by  c e n su s  coun t the  th i r d  c ity  in  s iz e  in  the  s ta te ,  B a to n  
R ouge is  L o u is ia n a 's  fa s te s t-g ro w in g  c ity . The m o d e rn  c i ty  o f B a to n  R ouge 
r e f le c ts  fu lly  the  te c h n o lo g ic a l and  s o c ia l  ch an g es  of the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . 
Its  g ia n t m a g n o lia s , p ic tu re sq u e  la k e s ,  w inding t r e e - to p p e d  d r iv e s ,  im ­
p o sin g  g o v e rn m e n ta l and  e d u c a tio n a l b u ild in g s  s t i l l  s u g g e s t so m eth in g  of 
the p e a c e fu l le th a rg y  of e a r l i e r  d a y s . A long w ith  th e se  n o s ta lg ic  f e a tu r e s ,  
h o w e v er, a r e  the  th ro b  and  hum  of new  b u ild in g  and  re n o v a tio n , h eav y  t r a f ­
f ic  c o n c e n tra tio n s , and  the  n ig h t sk y  illu m in e d  w ith  the  re f le c t io n  of m illio n s  
of l ig h ts  f ro m  the  g r e a t  in d u s t r ia l  a r e a s .  (See F ig u re  2)
B a to n  Rouge is  the  f a r th e s t  in la n d  d e e p w a te r  p o r t  in  the  n a tio n , 
and  t r a d e s  d i r e c t ly  w ith  e v e ry  n a tio n  in  the  w o rld  v ia  the  s e a s .  The P o r t  
of G r e a te r  B a to n  R ouge now  in  p r o c e s s  of d e v e lo p m en t, w ith  d e e p w a te r  
sh ip p in g  acco m o d a tio n s  230 m ile s  in la n d  f ro m  the  G ulf o f M ex ico , on 
Ju ly  25, 1955 o p en ed  a  g ra in  e le v a to r - d o c k  c o s tin g  n e a r ly  fo u r  m illio n  
d o l la r s .  The ex p an d ed  p o r t  w ill g r e a t ly  in c r e a s e  the  n u m b e r of c a rg o  
v e s s e ls  p u ttin g  in  a t  th is  c e n te r  a t  the  h e a d w a te rs  o f M is s is s ip p i  d e e p -  
w a te r  n av ig a tio n .
B eg in n in g  in  1909, w hen the f i r s t  o i l  r e f in e r y  lo c a te d  a t B a to n  
R ouge, the  in d u s tr ia l  d e v e lo p m en t o f the  c ity  in  the  p a s t  tw o d e c a d e s  
h a s  b eco m e  p h en o m en a l fo r  the  s ta te  o f L o u is ia n a . Now b o a s tin g  the
F ig u re  2. B a to n  Rouge in d u s tr ia l  a r e a  a t  n igh t: 1955. (P h o to  b y  A. E . W oolley , J r . )
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l a r g e s t  o il r e f in e r y  in  the  w o rld , c h e m ic a l p la n ts ,  ru b b e r  and  a lu m in u m
p la n ts ,  a long  w ith  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  la rg e  in d u s t r ie s ,  B a to n  Rouge i s  f i r s t
in  the  s ta te  in  p o in t of in d u s tr ia l  a c t iv i ty  an d  d e v e lo p m en t. W ith a p -
8p ro x im a te ly  125 in d u s tr ie s  in  o p e ra tio n  in  B a to n  R ouge the  an n u al 
e a rn in g s  p e r  em p lo y ee  in  in d u s try  w as e s t im a te d  a t  $ 5 , 324 in  1954.
In  ad d itio n  to  in d u s try , the  c ity  h as  a  g r e a t  h in te r la n d  tr a d e  
a r e a .  P la n te r s  and  f a r m e r s  in  the  r i c h  a g r ic u l tu r a l  a r e a s  a ro u n d  B a to n  
R ouge g ro w  h eav y  annual c ro p s  o f s u g a r  c a n e , sw e e t p o ta to e s , and  
s t r a w b e r r i e s .  M ore  th a n  te n  m ill io n  d o l la r s  w o rth  o f s t r a w b e r r ie s  a re  
p ro d u c e d  a n n u a lly  in  th e .B a to n  R ouge tr a d e  a r e a .
W ith a l l  of i t s  ad d ed  in d u s t r ia l  a d v an ta g e s  and  r e c e n t  e co n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m en t, B a to n  Rouge h a s  r e ta in e d  i t s  p r e s t ig e  a s  an  e d u c a tio n a l 
c e n te r .  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  y e a r ly  a t t r a c t s  g r e a te r  n u m b e rs  of 
s tu d e n ts  f ro m  a ll  p a r t s  of the  n a tio n , a s  w e ll a s  fo re ig n  s tu d e n ts . The 
s e a t  o f g o v e rn m e n t a lso  r e m a in s  an  ad d ed  d is t in c t io n  o f th e  c ity  and  
m a k e s  a  un ique  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the  c u ltu re  o f the  a r e a .
If  the  p r e s e n t  t r e n d s  in  in d u s t r ia l  e x p a n s io n  p e r s i s t ,  an d  i f  th e y  
a r e  co n d itio n ed  by  in te ll ig e n t p u b lic  p lan n in g , the  fu tu re  "R ed  P o le "  
m ig h t w e ll to w e r o v e r  the  e n t i r e  lo w e r M is s is s ip p i  v a lle y , a s  i t s  e a r ly
8
A cco rd in g  to  the  M a n u fa c tu re rs  D ir e c to ry  fo r  1954, p u b ­
l i s h e d  and  d is t r ib u te d  b y  the  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t o f C o m m e rc e , 
th e r e  w e re  168 m a n u fa c tu r in g  in d u s t r ie s  in  the  c i ty  o f B a to n  R ouge.
T he e s t im a te  of 125 w as m ad e  b y  the  B a to n  R ouge C h a m b e r of C o m m e rc e .
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h is to r ia n s  p ro c la im e d . C e r ta in ly  the c i ty  of B a to n  R ouge is  a ssu m in g  
an  im p o r ta n t p la ce  in  the e m e rg in g  in d u s t r ia l  d ev e lo p m en t of the  G ulf 
C o as t re g io n .
S h re v e p o r t
The n am e  " S h re v e p o r t"  h a s  n o t qu ite  the  f la v o r  of m y s te ry  
and the  ro m a n c e  of h is to r ic  p eo p les  th a t e n v e lo p s  the  n am e "B aton  
R ouge. " The c ity  is  the n a m e sa k e  of C ap ta in  H e n ry  M ille r  S h re v e , 
r iv e r  c a p ta in , in v e n to r , m i l i t a r i s t ,  and  t r a d e r ,  who w as g iven  the ta s k  
of opening  the  R ed  R iv e r  fo r  n av ig a tio n . The r iv e r  w as ja m m e d  w ith  
an  a lm o s t  h o p e le s s ly  in te r lo c k e d  r a f t  of lo g s  and  d rif tw o o d  fo r  a  d i s ­
ta n ce  of a lm o s t  200 m ile s  above the  p r e s e n t  s i te  of C arn p ti, L o u is ia n a . 
T h is c e n tu r ie s - o ld  b a r r i e r  to  n a v ig a tio n  and  d e v e lo p m en t o f the r iv e r  
w as know n to  e a r ly  e x p lo r e r s  and  s e t t l e r s  as  the  " G re a t  R a f t. " W ith 
h is  c o m m is s io n  a s  S u p e rin te n d e n t of W e s te rn  R iv e r  Im p ro v e m e n t, fo u r 
s te a m b o a ts ,  and  159 m e n  u n d e r  h is  co m m an d , C ap ta in  S h rev e  b eg an  
h is  d iff ic u lt u n d e rta k in g  in  A p r i l ,  1833. He m o v ed  up the  r iv e r  5 
m ile s  the f i r s t  day; 40 m ile s  in  th re e  w eek s; and  80 m ile s ,  as  f a r  as  
B e n n e tt and  C a n e 's  B lu ff, w ith in  a  y e a r .  It w as 40 y e a r s  b e fo re  the 
" G re a t  R a f t"  w as re m o v e d  e n t i r e ly ,  b u t the f i r s t  b r e a k  in  the r a f t  
opened  the w ay fo r  the  b eg inn ing  of a  f lo u r ish in g  tr a d e  a long  the  r i v e r .
^ The L o u is ia n a  M u n ic ip a l R e v ie w , (N o v e m b e r-D e c e m b e r ,
1946) pp . 180-184 .
J .  F a i r  H a rd in , "A n O utline  o f S h re v e p o r t  and  C addo P a r i s h  
H is to r y ,"  The L o u is ia n a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly  ( 18 O c to b e r , 1935).
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T h ese  e v e n ts  o c c u r r e d  m o re  th an  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  a f te r  the 
c o lo rfu l b eg in n in g s  o f the  "R ed  P o le "  tra d in g  c e n te r .  S h r e v e p o r t 's  
s e t t le m e n t and  e a r ly  g ro w th  w e re  a  p a r t  of the e n t i r e  w e s tw a rd  m o v e ­
m e n t and  p a r t ic u la r ly  o f the  in c re a s in g  s t r e a m  of m ig ra n ts  who had  
b egun  to  p a s s  th a t  w ay a f te r  T ex as  won i ts  in d ep en d en ce . L in k ed  m o re  
w ith  w e s te rn  and  n o r th e rn  n e ig h b o rs  th an  w ith  the  c e n tr a l  and  so u th e rn  
p o r tio n s  o f i ts  own s ta te ,  S h re v e p o r t  r e f le c ts  s tro n g ly  the  c u l tu ra l  im ­
p a c t o f A ng lo -S axon  and  P r o te s ta n t  s e t t l e r s  who m o v ed  dow n f ro m  
G e o rg ia  and  the  C a ro lin a s .  In c o n tr a s t  w ith  B a to n  R ouge and  New 
O r le a n s , the F r e n c h  in flu en ce  is  v ir tu a l ly  a b se n t. A lthough  re ta in in g  
m u ch  o f the a r c h i te c tu r a l  g ra c e  of the  O ld South , i t  b e a r s  l i t t l e  r e ­
sem b lan c e  to  o th e r  L o u is ia n a  c o m m u n itie s  o r  to  any  ty p ic a lly  so u th e rn  
c ity . It h as  b een  c h a r a c te r iz e d  as  re s e m b lin g  D a lla s  m o re  th a n  New 
O rle a n s ; D en v er m o re  th an  B a to n  R ouge.
The e a r ly  in flu en ce  of T ex as  upon the  c ity  is  c le a r ly  in  e v i ­
d en ce . P a r a l l e l  to  T ex as  S t r e e t ,  w h ich  is  the  m a in  dow ntow n th o ro u g h ­
f a r e ,  on one s id e  a re  M ilam  an d  C ro c k e tt  S t r e e t s ,  and  on the  o th e r  s id e  
a re  T ra v is  and F a n n in  S t r e e t s .  The n a m e s  h o n o r T ex as  and  fo u r of i ts  
e a r l i e s t  b a tt le  h e ro e s  and  r e f le c t  the  e a r ly  c o m m e rc ia l  t ie s  w ith  th a t  
s ta te .  (See F ig u re  3)
One of the  m o s t  c o n c ise  and  in te re s t in g  h is to r ic a l  acco u n ts  of 
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S h re v e p o r t  in  1880, and  p re s e n te d  in  the  F e d e r a l  C en su s  of th a t  y e a r .
F o llo w in g  a re  e x c e rp ts  f ro m  th a t  h is to r ic a l  sk e tch :
The o r ig in a l  a r e a  an d  tow n s ite  of S h re v e p o r t  is  a  
s e c tio n  of la n d  (640 a c r e s )  r e s e r v e d  b y  the  C addo 
In d ia n s , the  o r ig in a l  p r o p r ie to r s ,  and  d o n a ted  to  
L a rk in  E d w a rd s , a  f r ie n d ly  w hite m a n , who h ad  
l iv e d  am ong  th e m  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  and  to  whom  
th e y  w ere  v e ry  m u ch  a t ta c h e d  and  in d eb ted  fo r  
s e r v ic e s  r e n d e r e d  th e m  in  th e i r  in te r c o u r s e  w ith  
the  f r o n t ie r  peop le  of L o u is ia n a , T e x a s , and 
A rk a n s a s ,  a lso  w ith  g o v e rn m e n ta l a u th o r i t ie s .  The 
t r e a ty  g ra n tin g  th e i r  la n d s  to  the  g o v e rn m e n t w as 
e n te r e d  in to  b e fo re  the  y e a r  1835, a lth o u g h  th e y  
w ere  s t i l l  ro a m in g  the  fo r e s t ;  and  one of i ts  a r t i c le s  
s e e m s  to  have  s tip u la te d  th a t  E d w a rd s  w as g iven  the 
p r iv i le g e  of lo c a tin g  h is  c la im  a t  an y  p o in t o f the 
la n d s  v a c a te d . He s e le c te d  w hat w as th e n  known as 
C ane an d  B e n n e tt 's  B lu ff. A  s u b s ta n tia l  log  hou se  
d e c o ra te d  the s i te ,  w hich  w as th e n  v e ry  p ro b a b ly  a  
t r a d in g -p o s t .  A  few  ad d itio n a l log  d w e llin g s  w ere  
e r e c te d  in  1 8 3 5 .----
On J a n u a ry  24, 1835, E d w a rd s  so ld  h is  flo a tin g  
c la im  to  A ngus M cN eil fo r  the  su m  o f $5 , 000. In 
Ju ly , 1835, J e h ia n  B ro o k s , a c tin g  fo r  the  g o v e rn ­
m e n t, fo rm a lly  r a t i f i e d  the  c la im , an d  h is  a c t  w as 
su b se q u e n tly  c o n firm e d  b y  a  d e c re e  o f the  S u p rem e  
C o u r t  of the  U n ited  S ta te s .  The a c t  o f conveyance  
w as soon  a f te rw a r d  c o m p le te d , ack n o w led g ed , and  
a c c e p te d .----
B y  an  a c t  d a te d  M ay 27, 1836, C ap ta in  H e n ry  M.
S h re v e , of K en tu ck y , J a m e s  B . P ic k e t t ,  of South  
C a ro lin a , T h o m as T . W illia m so n , of A rk a n s a s ,  S tu rg is  
S p ra g u e , of M is s is s ip p i ,  B u sh ro d  J e n k in s , an d  the  
c o m m e rc ia l  f i r m  of C ane & B e n n e tt, of N a tc h ito c h e s , 
L o u is ia n a , b e c a m e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  M cN eil in  the
F if te e n th  C en su s  of the U nited  S ta te s : 1880, S o c ia l 
S ta t is t ic s  of C itie s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  
O ffice , 1887) P a r t  U , pp . 29 6 -3 0 0 .
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E d w a rd s  c la im , " s h a re  and  s h a re  a lik e , " fo r  
the  su m  of $4, 1 6 6 .6 6 -2 /3 , the  m e m b e rs  b ind ing  
th e m s e lv e s  to  s e le c t  a  lo t  and  b u ild  a  dw elling  
on the  s a m e . T h ese  g e n tle m e n  soon  fo rm e d  an  
o rg a n iz a tio n  c a lle d  the  "S h rev e  Tow n C om pany , " 
n am in g  the  p la ce  a f te r  C ap ta in  S h re v e . A ngus 
M cN eil, the  o r ig in a l  p r o p r ie to r ,  w as ch o sen  
p r e s id e n t .  T h a t p o r tio n  of the  s i te  ex ten d in g  
f ro m  the  r iv e r  to  the  h ig h la n d s , bo u n d ed  in  the 
so u th w es t b y  C om m on S t r e e t ,  w as su b d iv id ed  
in to  b lo c k s , s t r e e t s ,  and  a l le y s ,  r e g u la r ly  
n u m b e re d , n a m ed , and  m ap p ed  o u t. The p r i n ­
c ip a l th o ro u g h fa re  w as n a m e d  T e x a s  S tr e e t ,  a f te r  
the  n e ig h b o rin g  re p u b lic  of T e x a s , and  i ts  e x te n ­
s io n , a s  th e  tow n g re w  in to  a  c ity , w as c a lle d  
T ex as  A venue.
On the 20th  o f M a rc h , 1839, the le g is la tu r e  of L o u is ia n a  g ra n te d  
a  c h a r te r  to  the  tow n w hich  th e y  n a m e d  " S h re v e p o r t , " and , a c c o rd in g  to  
M ay o r C u r r ie ,  a t  the sam e  tim e  m ade i t  "A  s e a t  o f ju s t ic e "  fo r  the  n ew ly  
fo rm e d  C addo P a r i s h .  U ntil th is  tim e  S h rev e  Tow n h a d  b e en  lo c a te d  in  
N a tch ito ch e s  P a r i s h  w hich  in c lu d ed  the  e n t i r e  N o r th w e s te rn  p o r tio n  of 
the s ta te .  The p o w er o f ta x a tio n  w as g ra n te d  to  the  young tow n, b u t the 
g ro s s  am o u n t to  be c o lle c te d  y e a r ly  w as l im ite d  to  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .
C o m m en ts  b y  S h r e v e p o r t 's  1880 m a y o r  r e v e a l  the type  o f e a r ly
in h a b ita n ts  of the  young R ed  R iv e r  s e tt le m e n t:
The c o u n try  a d ja c e n t w as ra p id ly  s e t t le d  by  
th r i f ty  and  e x p e r ie n c e d  p la n te r s  f ro m  the  o ld e r  
s ta t e s ,  who b ro u g h t a  la rg e  n u m b e r o f s la v e s  
w ith  th e m . The c ity  i t s e l f ,  b e in g  a t  the  h e ad  of 
lo w -w a te r  n a v ig a tio n  on R ed  R iv e r ,  b e c a m e  the  
e n tre p o t  of  the  in h a b ita n ts , n o t a lone  o f n o r th w e s t 
L o u is ia n a , b u t a lso  of so u th w e s t A rk a n s a s  and  of 
e a s te r n  T e x a s .
S e v e ra l  b o u ts  w ith  y e llo w  fe v e r  w e re  in te r s p e r s e d  w ith  the
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o th e r  s tru g g le s  of S h re v e p o r t  in  the  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . S ays C u r r ie :
In 1843 a  v e ry  m a lig n a n t ty p e  of ye llo w  fe v e r  
s p re a d  f ro m  N ew  O rle a n s  up the  R ed  R iv e r  
V a lley  and  s e iz e d  upon S h re v e p o r t , w hich  had  
th e  e f fe c t  o f ch eck in g  the  r a p id i ty  of i t s  g ro w th  
fo r  a  s h o r t  t im e . In a  few  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r, a ll  
t r a c e s  o f i ts  e f fe c t  d is a p p e a re d .
In the  s u m m e r  of 1867 the  y e llo w  fe v e r  ag a in  in ­
vad ed  the  R ed  R iv e r  V a lley  f ro m  N ew  O rle a n s , 
and  b ro k e  ou t in  S h re v e p o r t  in  a  m ild  fo rm . It 
w as ch ie f ly  n o ted  fo r the  lo n g  p e r io d  i t  co n tin u ed  
to  m a n ife s t  i ts  p re s e n c e ;  so m e  c i t iz e n s  re tu rn in g  
to  th e i r  h o m es long  a f te r  h eav y  f r o s t  an d  co ld  
w e a th e r  h ad  s e t  in  b e ca m e  in fe c te d .
S h re v e p o r t  is  s i tu a te d  in  the  e x tre m e  n o r th w e s t c o rn e r  of 
L o u is ia n a  in  C addo P a r i s h ,  on the  R ed  R iv e r ,  500 m ile s  above i ts  
m o u th . It is  60 m ile s  be low  the  p o in t w here  the  G re a t  R aft w as f in a lly  
re m o v e d  in  1876, and  is  740 m ile s  b y  w a te r  f ro m  N ew  O r le a n s . It 
m e an s  h e ig h t above the  s e a  le v e l  is  ab o u t 200 fe e t . I t  r a n g e s  f ro m  an  
a ltitu d e  of 180 f e e t  above s e a  le v e l  in  the B ro a d m o o r  a r e a  to  200 and 
276 fe e t  in  the  F a i r f ie ld  and  H ig h lan d  s e c t io n s .
The m e a n  te m p e ra tu re  fo r J a n u a ry  is  47 . 7 d e g re e s  (7 . 3 d e ­
g r e e s  c o ld e r  th a n  the  B ato n  R ouge m ean ) and  83 . 1 d e g re e s  fo r  Ju ly  
( 1 .4  d e g re e s  w a rm e r  th an  the  B a to n  R ouge m e an ). The h ig h e s t  r e c o r d
te m p e ra tu re  is  110 d e g re e s ,  w hich  is  the  sam e  a s  th a t  fo r  B a to n  R ouge, 
b u t the  lo w e s t r e c o r d  te m p e ra tu re  is  5 d e g r e e s ,  o r  7 d e g re e s  c o ld e r  th an
L i l ia  M cL u re  and  J . E d . H ow e, H is to ry  o f S h re v e p o r t  and 
S h re v e p o r t  B u ild e rs  (S h re v e p o rt:  J .  E d . H ow e, 1937j“p n n
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13 'the  lo w e s t r e c o r d  te m p e ra tu re  in  B ato n  R ouge.
S h re v e p o r t  in  1955 b e a r s  l i t t l e  r e s e m b la n c e  to  the  s tru g g lin g  
young tow n  d e s c r ib e d  by  M ayor C u r r ie  in  1880. I t  l ie s  w ith in  one of 
the  r i c h e s t  o il  and  g as  p ro d u c in g  a r e a s  in  the  n a tio n . The a llu v ia l 
b o tto m  la n d s  of the  R ed R iv e r  w hich  s t r e tc h  f ro m  w ith in  s ig h t o f the  
dow ntow n a r e a  fo r  m ile s  a ro u n d  the  c ity , fo rm  the  n u c le u s  of e x ten s iv e  
an d  p ro f ita b le  co tto n , g ra in  and  c a tt le  in d u s t r ie s .  The m ill io n s  of a c r e s  
o f  f o r e s t  la n d s  in  C addo , B o s s ie r  an d  n e a rb y  p a r is h e s  su p p o r t a  m a jo r  
lu m b e r ,  p u lp , and  p a p e r  in d u s try .
The c ity  o f S h re v e p o r t  is  the  t r a d e  c e n te r  fo r  a  la rg e  a r e a  c o m ­
p r is in g  p a r t s  of e a s te r n  T e x a s , s o u th w e s te rn  A rk a n sa s  and  n o r th w e s te rn  
L o u is ia n a . I t is  lo c a te d  c e n tr a l ly  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  the  g row ing  m a r k e ts  of 
th e  C e n tra l  S ou th  and  S o u th w est, w ith  m o s t  of th e  p r in c ip a l  c i t ie s  of 
A rk a n s a s ,  L o u is ia n a , M is s is s ip p i ,  O k lah o m a an d  T ex as  ly ing  w ith in  a  
ra d iu s  o f 300 m ile s .  The L o u is ia n a  D ire c to ry  of M a n u fa c tu re rs  l i s t s  
177 in d u s tr ie s  fo r S h re v e p o r t  in  1954. A lre a d y  the  c e n te r  of the  o il and  
g a s  in d u s try , the  in d u s tr ia l  d e v e lo p m en t of S h re v e p o r t  is  b eco m in g  w ide ly  
d iv e r s if ie d .
U ndergo ing  a  co n tin u o u s "change of fa c e "  th ro u g h  s t r e e t -  
w id en in g , c o n s tru c tio n  o f e x p re s s w a y  th o ro u g h fa re s  th a t  fa c i l i ta te
C ounty  and  C ity  D a ta  B o o k : 1952 (W ashing ton : U nited 
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1953) p . 465, T ab le  4.
14 A p p ro x im a te ly  50, 000 o il and g a s  w e lls  a r e  now  in  o p e ra tio n  
in  the A r k - L a - T e x  a r e a ,  o f w h ich  S h re v e p o r t  is  the  c e n te r .
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t r a f f ic  flow , and  in c re a s in g  b u ild in g  in  dow ntow n S h re v e p o r t , the  c ity  
is  a c q u ir in g  an a i r  of m e tro p o li ta n  s o p h is tic a tio n . One new  office  
b u ild in g  is  u n d e r c o n s tru c tio n  w hich  w ill be tw en ty  s to r ie s  in  h e ig h t and 
o th e rs  a re  in  the  p lann ing  s ta g e . T he sk y lin e  s ilh o u e tte  r e v e a ls  the b e ­
g inn ing  co n to u r p a t te r n  of the m o d e rn  b ig  c ity . (See F ig u re  4)
E c o lo g ic a l D ev e lo p m en t 
The lo c a tio n  of p o p u la tio n  a r e a s  w ith in  a  c ity  dep en d s upon a  
v a r ie ty  of in f lu e n c e s , a c c o rd in g  to  the  s iz e  and  p r im a r y  fu n c tio n s  of 
e a c h  u rb a n  a r e a .  The im p e rs o n a l  s o r t in g  of u rb a n  p o p u la tio n s  te n d s  to 
fo rc e  peop le  of lo w e r in c o m e s  to  lo c a te  in  l e s s  d e s ir a b le  s e c tio n s  of the 
c ity , in  s lu m  a r e a s ,  n e a r  f a c to r ie s  and  w a re h o u s e s , o r  n e a r  ro u te s  of 
heavy t r a n s p o r ta t io n .  S uch  p o p u la tio n  s e g m e n ts  a s  m in o r i ty  g ro u p s , 
t r a n s ie n t s ,  and o th e r  lo w -in c o m e  c la s s e s ,  te n d  to  b eco m e  s e g re g a te d  
in  s p e c if ic  a r e a s ,  as  do th o se  re q u ir in g  " b e t te r  h o u s in g . " Such  r e s i ­
d e n tia l s e c tio n s  b eco m e  e s ta b l is h e d  and  p e r s i s t ,  t h e r e a f te r  ten d in g  to  
a t t r a c t  m o re  r e s id e n ts  of the  sam e s o c ia l  and  e co n o m ic  le v e ls .
G ro w th  of c i t ie s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  L y n ch , m u s t  o c c u r  b y  g ro w in g
15
w ith in , o r  by  an n u al a c c re t io n , lik e  the  g ro w th  of r in g s  of a  t r e e .  
A tte m p ts  have b e e n  m ade  to  d e s c r ib e  the  lo c a tio n s  an d  sh a p e s  of
15 K ev in  L y n ch , " F o rm  of C it ie s ,  " S c ie n tif ic  A m e r ic a n , 
(A p ri l ,  1954) 190: 5 4 -6 3 .
F ig u re  4. S h r e v e p o r t 's  sk y lin e  a t  n igh t: 1955. (P h o to  b y  T h u rm an  C. Sm ith)
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r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a s  of the  c ity  a s  id e a l s p a t ia l  p a t te r n s .  The b e s t  know n
17of th e se  a t te m p ts ,  the  c o n c e n tr ic -z o n e  h y p o th e s is  o f B u r g e s s ,  p ic tu re s  
c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f p o p u la tio n  a r e a s  a s  hav in g  ty p ic a l lo c a tio n s  in  re s p e c t iv e  
z o n e s , fo rm in g  in  c i r c le s  o u tw ard  f ro m  the  c e n tr a l  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t .  
S u rro u n d in g  the  c e n tr a l  d o m in an t c o m m e rc ia l  a r e a  is  the  d e te r io r a te d  
t r a n s i t io n a l  zo n e . The n ex t tw o zo n es  ho u se  a r e a s  d if fe re n tia te d  by  o c ­
cu p a tio n  and  in c o m e , w ith  th e  h ig h e r- in c o m e  g ro u p s  f a r th e s t  o u t f ro m  the  
c e n tr a l  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t .  The ou tly in g  c o m m u te r 's  zone in c lu d e s  a  
v a r ie ty  of m o re  o r  l e s s  d if f e r e n tia te d  a r e a s .
18A  sec o n d  g e n e ra l  e x p lan a tio n , b y  H oyt, know n a s  the  s e c to r  
th e o ry , a tte m p ts  to  e x p la in  the  g ro w th  p a t te rn  a s  the  c ity  ex p an d s  r a th e r  
th an  the o r ig in a l lo c a tio n  o f p o p u la tio n  a r e a s .  T h is  th e o ry  a lso  s o r t s  
peop le  in to  incom e c a te g o r ie s .  A  th i r d  g e n e r a l  d e s c r ip t io n , c a l le d  the  
m u ltip le  n u c le i o r  n e ig h b o rh o o d  c lu s te r  p a t te r n ,  a s s u m e s  th a t  a r e a s  of 
c o m m e rc ia l  and  in d u s t r ia l  do m in an ce  b eco m e c e n te r s  of p o p u la tio n
^  F o r  a  b r i e f  d e s c r ip t io n  of su ch  id e a l p a t te r n s ,  see  C hauncy  
D . H a r r i s  an d  E d w a rd  L . U llm an , "T he  N a tu re  of C i t i e s , "  The A n n a ls  
o f the  A m e r ic a n  A c ad e m y  of P o l i t ic a l  an d  S o c ia l S c ie n c e , CCXLiU 
(N o v em b er 1945), 7 -1 7 . R e p r in te d  in  P a u l K . H a tt an d  A lb e r t  J . R e is s ,  
J r .  , ed . , R e a d e r  in  U rb an  S o c io lo g y  (G le n c o e , 111.: The F r e e  P r e s s ,  
1951) pp. 2 2 2 -2 3 2 .
17
E r n e s t  W. B u r g e s s ,  "U rb a n  A r e a s "  in  C h icag o : A n E x p e r i ­
m e n t in  S o c ia l S c ien ce  R e s e a r c h ,  ed . T . V. S m ith  an d  L . D . W hite 
(C h icago : The U n iv e rs i ty  o f C h icago  P r e s s ,  1929).
H o m e r H oy t, The S tru c tu re  and  G ro w th  o f R e s id e n tia l  
N eig h b o rh o o d s in  A m e r ic a n  C it ie s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn ­
m e n t  P r in t in g  O ffice ,. 1939) p . 96.
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19d is tr ib u tio n .
E a c h  of th e se  g e n e ra l iz e d  d e s c r ip t io n s  h a s  som e v a lue  in  in ­
te r p r e t in g  the  s p a t ia l  p a tte rn in g  o f the  p o p u la tio n  of a  m e tro p o l is ,  b u t 
none of th e m  a lo n e , (n o r a  c o m b in a tio n  of a l l  of th e m ), p ro v id e s  an  
ad eq u a te  e x p la n a tio n  of a l l  of the  lo c a tio n s  in  su c h  a r e a s .  T h e se  ty p ic a l 
p a t te rn s  m a y  d e s c r ib e  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f som e a r e a s  in  a  c ity , b u t th e y  
fa i l  to  a cc o u n t fo r  th o se  d e v e lo p m en ts  w hich  do n o t f i t  any  of the  d e ­
s c r ip t io n s .  F a c to r s  o f p o p u la tio n  c o m p o s itio n , d if fe re n c e s  in  s p e c ia l ­
iz e d  fu n c tio n s , to p o g ra p h y , and  se e m in g ly  fo r tu ito u s  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  in -
20flu en ce  the  a c tu a l lo c a t io n s  o f r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a s .
D e m e ra th  and G ilm o re  p o in t ou t th a t  S o u th e rn  c i t ie s  have unique
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  and  s p e c ia l  fu n c tio n s , i . e . , th e y  a r e  u s u a lly  s m a l l  r e t a i l
2 1t r a d e  an d  m a r k e t  c e n te r s ,  and  the  p o p u la tio n  is  b i - r a c i a l .  The two
c i t ie s  w hich  a re  the  s u b je c t of th is  a n a ly s is  p ro b a b ly  c an  be ro u g h ly
c la s s i f ie d  a s  fa llin g  in to  th is  c a te g o ry . C a te g o r iz e d  a c c o rd in g  to  m e t r o -  
22p o lita n  fu n c tio n  th e y  a r e  b o th  " su b d o m in a n ts , " w h ich  m e a n s  th a t  am ong 
19 J a m e s  A. Q uinn, U rb an  S o cio logy  (N ew  Y ork; A m e r ic a n  
B ook  C om pany , 1955) p . 117.
2 1 N ich o las  J . D e m e ra th  and  H a r la n  W. G ilm o re , "T he  E c o lo g y  
of S o u th e rn  C i t ie s ,  "  in  V ance and  D e m e ra th , ib id . , p . 136.
22
R u p e r t  B , V ance an d  S a ra  S m ith , "M e tro p o lita n  D om inance  
an d  In te g ra tio n , " in  V ance an d  D e m e ra th , ib id . , p . 128.
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s o u th e rn  c i t ie s  of 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u la tio n , th e y  a r e  ju s t  beg in n in g  to  ach iev e  
so m e  m e tro p o li ta n  s ta tu r e .  In c re a s e d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  f a c i l i t ie s  have 
b e e n  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t in flu en c es  in  th e  s p a tia l  d is tr ib u tio n  of b o th  of 
th e s e  p o p u la tio n s .
B a to n  R ouge
F o r  o v e r  a  c e n tu ry  B a to n  R ouge w as m e r e ly  a  v illa g e  c lu s te re d  
23
a ro u n d  a  fo r t .  T h is  e a r ly  s e t t le m e n t  l a t e r  d e te rm in e d  the c e n tr a l  
b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t .  The s t r e e t s ,  w hich  w e re  n a r ro w  by  m o d e rn  s ta n d a rd s , 
b e c a m e  p e rm a n e n t m a in  th o ro u g h fa re s . W hen i t  ex p an d ed , th e  ad d itio n s  
w e re  no t a c c o rd in g  to  an y  p lan . T h is  h a p h a z a rd  d ev e lo p m en t h a s  le d  to  
m an y  s e r io u s  p ro b le m s  in  m e e tin g  m o d e rn  n eed s  fo r  t r a f f ic  la n e s  and  
fu n c tio n a l s t r u c tu r e s .  The s t r e e t s  a r e  s h o r t ,  w ith  f r e q u e n t "d ead  e n d s"  
an d  th e y  do n o t fo llow  the  r e c ta n g u la r ,  o r  any  o th e r  co n tin u o u s , p a t te rn . 
A c tu a lly , the  beg in n in g  o f the r e a l  g ro w th  and  e x p an s io n  of the  
tow n of B a to n  R ouge o c c u r r e d  in  the  e a r ly  y e a r s  of the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . 
D u rin g  the  f i r s t  fo u r d e c a d e s  a f te r  1900 the  p o p u la tio n  w as t r e b le d .  A s 
b u s in e s s  g re w  the  r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a s  w e re  p u sh ed  f a r th e r  and  f a r th e r  out 
f ro m  the dow ntow n s e c tio n . The e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f a  b ig  in d u s t r ia l  a r e a  
n o r th  of the  c ity  r e s u l te d  in  m a rk e d  in c r e a s e s  in  the  p o p u la tio n  of
L o u is ia n a , A G uide to  the  S ta te  (N ew  Y ork: H a s tin g s  
H o u se , 1935) p . 252.
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I s t ro u m a , w h ere  p r im a r i ly  the  in d u s tr ia l  w o rk e rs  l iv e d .
In the  d ecad e  b e fo re  1950, m a n y  su b d iv is io n s  w e re  b u i l t  o u t­
s id e  the  c ity  l im i t s ,  re s u l t in g  in  a  t re m e n d o u s ly  populous u rb a n  fr in g e  
a r e a  w hich w as fu n c tio n a lly  a  p a r t  of the  c i ty 's  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  a r e a .
T he s e c tio n s  a ro u n d  th e  c e n tr a l  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  cou ld  w e ll be c l a s s i ­
f ie d  a s  " a r e a s  in  t r a n s i t io n .  " C o m m e rc ia l  h o u sin g  g ra d u a lly  p u sh ed  in  
on  the  o ld e r  r e s id e n ts ,  who in  tu r n  so ld  th e i r  p ro p e r ty  and  m o v e d  to  
o u te r  u n s e t t le d  a r e a s .  T hus the  c o n c e n tr ic  zone th e o ry  is  a p p lic a b le , 
in  p a r t ,  d u rin g  th is  g ro w th  p e r io d  in  B a to n  R ouge. H o w ev e r, the  r iv e r  
w as a  b a r r i e r  on the  w e s t, and  to  the  so u th  la y  the  lo w  sw am p  a r e a s .  
A lso , the  m an y  bay o u s th a t  cu t th ro u g h  the  lo c a l i ty  h an d icap p ed  any  
s y s te m a tic  p a t te r n  o f r e s id e n t ia l  e x p an s io n .
In J a n u a ry , 1949, the  la n d  a r e a  o f B a to n  Rouge w as in c r e a s e d  
a b o u t e ig h t t im e s  in  s iz e  by  e x te n s io n  of the  c ity  l im i t s ,  f ro m  3 . 8  s q u a re  
m ile s  to  30. 2 sq u a re  m i le s .  T h is  w as th e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t change in  the  
la n d  a r e a  in  the c i ty 's  h is to ry .  I t r e p r e s e n te d  the  in c lu s io n  w ith in  the  
le g a l  l im its  o f th e  c i ty  the  a r e a  an d  the  r e s id e n ts  w hich  h ad  lo n g  b e en  
b o th  s o c ia l ly  an d  e c o n o m ic a lly  id e n tif ie d  w ith  B ato n  R ouge. The u rb a n  
c e n te r  w hich  w as a l r e a d y  fun c tio n in g  as  a  u n it  th u s  b e c a m e  re c o g n iz e d  as 
a  r a p id ly  g ro w in g  c ity  of o v e r  100, 000 p o p u la tio n  (F ig u re  5).
The b i - r a c i a l  housing  p ro b le m  in  B a to n  Rouge h a s  n o t b e e n  a s  
c l e a r - c u t  a s  th a t  in  o th e r  S o u th e rn  c i t ie s .  The N e g ro e s  in  th is  c i ty  have 
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F ig u re  5. E x p a n s io n  of c ity  of B a to n  Rouge by  in c o rp o ra tio n : 
1949-1953 ,
(S o u rce : C ity  P a r i s h  P lan n in g  C o m m iss io n )
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s e r io u s ly  o v e r -c ro w d e d  co n d itio n s . T h ey  a re  h o u sed  la r g e ly  in  s u b ­
s ta n d a rd  d w e llin g s , an d  in  d isa d v a n ta g e d  a r e a s ,  b u t on th e  w hole th e y  
a re  n o t s e p a ra te d  f ro m  th e  c e n t r a l  c i ty  by  g r e a t  d is ta n c e s  n o r  d e p r iv e d  
o f s a n i ta ry  f a c i l i t ie s .  In th e  p r e s e n t  new  b u ild in g  p ro g r a m  i t  is  p ro b ­
ab le  th a t  th e i r  l iv in g  a r e a s  w ill b eco m e m o re  d e s i r a b le .
T he su b d iv is io n s  in  B a to n  Rouge a r e  in d ic a te d  in  F ig u re  6 .
On the w hole , the  h ig h e r  in co m e  g ro u p s  in  B a to n  R ouge liv e  in  the  
s o u th e rn  p a r t  of the  c i ty  a ro u n d  the  U n iv e rs ity  la k e s .  M any p re te n tio u s  
h o m e s  a re  a ls o  found a long  H ig h lan d  R oad , the  o ld  J e f fe r s o n  H ighw ay, 
F o s te r  D r iv e , and  the  o ld  b o u le v a rd s  of the  c ity . O ften  a  lone  fa m ily  
m a n s io n  re m a in s  s tan d in g  in  the  m id s t  of a  d e v e lo p m en t of n e w ly -b u ilt  
h o m e s . U pper m id d le -c la s s  h ousing  is  found in  G oodw ood, in  C o llege  
Tow n, U n iv e rs ity  G a rd e n s , U n iv e rs ity  A c r e s ,  B ro a d m o o r  and  in  the  
im m e d ia te ly  su rro u n d in g  a r e a s .  H om es of the  in d u s t r ia l  w o rk e r s ,  and  
th o se  of lo w e r so c io -e c o n o m ic  le v e ls  a r e  lo c a te d  la r g e ly  in  N o rth  B a to n  
R ouge in  the  I s tro u m a  co m m u n ity . The s u b s ta n d a rd  an d  s lu m  d w ellin g s  
a r e  found  in  the  a r e a s  of t r a n s i t io n ,  a s  in d ic a te d  ab o v e .
T he " s t r in g -a lo n g "  h o u sin g  a r e a s  on F lo r id a  S t r e e t ,  the  A ir l in e , 
H am m ond  H ighw ay, an d  o th e r  m a in  t r a v e l  ro u te s  su g g e s t  the  r a d ia l  o r  
a x ia l  g ro w th  p a t te rn  w hich  h a s  b eco m e  co m m o n  d u rin g  the  e r a  o f u rb a n  
e x p a n s io n  c h a r a c te r iz in g  m o d e rn  A m e r ic a . In B a to n  R ouge, c i ty  p lan n in g  
a n d  zon ing  w ill h e n c e fo r th  in flu en ce  the  type o f b u ild in g  a c c o rd in g  to  
lo c a tio n . The d ays o f h a p h a z a rd  d e v e lo p m en t in  the  c ity  a re  l a r g e ly  in
th e  p a s t .  It s e e m s  l ik e ly  th a t  in d u s t r ia l  p la iu ie rs  w ill s h a re  e q u a lly  w ith
49
F ig u re  6 . S u b d iv is io n s  of B a to n  R ouge, 1955.
(S o u rce : E . R . N ilso n  M ap S e rv ic e , B ato n  R ouge)
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r e a l  e s ta te  in te r e s t s  an d  o ff ic ia l p u b lic  p la n n e rs  in  sh ap in g  the  fu tu re  
p a t te r n  of u rb a n  r e s id e n t ia l  d is tr ib u tio n . (See F ig u re  7)
S h re v e p o r t
In the  v e ry  e a r ly  d a y s , w hen S h re v e p o r t  w as a  s m a l l  r iv e r  
tow n w ith  on ly  w a te r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  r e a d i ly  a v a ila b le , the  ro a d s  and  
t r a i l s  le a d in g  f ro m  the  r iv e r  a t  the  p o in t o f the  c e n t r a l  b u s in e s s  a r e a  
so u g h t the  h ig h e r  le v e ls  a long  the  c r e s t  o f the  h i l l s .  T h ese  o r ig in a l 
t r a v e l  ro u te s  e v e n tu a lly  b e ea m e  the  p r in c ip a l  s t r e e t s ,  w ith  s ide  s t r e e t s  
ra d ia t in g  ou t f ro m  the  m a in  a r t e r i e s .  T hus the  u n s tu d ie d  a r r a n g e m e n t  
of S h r e v e p o r t 's  s t r e e t s  is  e v id e n t to d ay . F o r  e x a m p le , i t  is  v e ry  d if f i­
c u lt  to  t r a v e l  in  an  e a s t - w e s t  d ire c t io n  w ith o u t in te r ru p t io n .  M any 
s t r e e t s ,  in te r ru p te d  b y  p a rk s  o r  b u ild in g  a r e a s ,  b e g in  a g a in  s e v e r a l  
b lo c k s  d is ta n t. A ll of th e se  p ro b le m s  a t t e s t  to  the  f o r m e r  la c k  of g e n e r a l  
p lan n in g .
The g ro w th  of the  c i ty  b y  e x p an s io n  of b o u n d a r ie s  is  show n in  
F ig u re  8 . The c o n c e n tr ic -z o n e  p a t te r n  is  t r a c e a b le  in  dow ntow n 
S h re v e p o r t ,  b u t in  a  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  fa sh io n , s in ce  the  R ed  R iv e r  and 
B o s s ie r  C ity  f ro m  a  d e fin ite  b a r r i e r  on the  e a s t .  N ex t to  the  c e n tr a l  
b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  on the  n o r th  and  along  the  r iv e r  b an k  is  an  u n m is ta k ­
ab le  " a r e a  in  t r a n s i t io n .  " On T ra v is  an d  F a n n in  S t r e e t s ,  w h ere  once 
the  f in e s t  h o m e s  s to o d , a re  now  c o m m e rc ia l  s t r u c tu r e s  o r  lo w - r e n t  




F ig u re  7. L an d  Use M ap of B a to n  Rouge: 1954.
(S ource : A r c h i t e c tu r a l  E n g in e e r in g  D e p a r tm e n t ,
L o u i s ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty )
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EXPANSION OF CITY BY INCORPORATION
A
F ig u re  8 . E x p a n s io n  of S h re v e p o r t  b y  in c o rp o ra t io n ,  1839-1953 .
(C o u r te s y  of A rc h  R . W in te r , P la n n in g  C o n su lta n t) .
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c e n te r  is  a  p o o r - g ra d e  N eg ro  h o u sin g  a r e a  w h ich  c o n n ec ts  w ith  o th e r
24lo w -in c o m e  N eg ro  h o u sin g  so m e  m ile s  o u t, in  A llen d a le  co m m u n ity .
T h is  e x te n s io n  r e s e m b le s  the s e c to r  p a t te r n  a d v an ced  by  H oyt.
The h ig h -in co m e  h o u sin g  is  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  lo c a te d  in  South  
S h re v e p o r t , in  the  South  H ig h lan d s an d  the  P ie r r e m o n t  n e ig h b o rh o o d s . 
B e c a u se  o f c e r ta in  b a r r i e r s  th is  w as the  lo g ic a l d ire c t io n  fo r  p e rso n s  
s ee k in g  b e t te r  hom e s i te s  to  c h o o se . The to p o g ra p h y  p ro v id e s  ro ll in g , 
t r e e - c o v e r e d  h i l l s ,  w hile in  the  o th e r  d ir e c t io n s ,  to  the  e a s t  is  the  
r i v e r  and  to  the  w e s t an d  n o r th w e s t is  a  la rg e  in d u s tr ia l  a r e a .  (F ig u re  9) 
The lo w e r -u p p e r  and  u p p e r-m id d le  incom e g ro u p s  a re  h o u sed  
in  the s o u th e a s te r n  p a r t  of the  c ity , in  the B ro a d m o o r  and  S h rev e  Is la n d  
n e ig h b o rh o o d s . A ll of th e se  h o m es  a r e  o ccu p ied  b y  th e i r  o w n e rs , and  
w e re  b u ilt  a c c o rd in g  to  sp e c if ie d  p r ic e  r e s t r i c t io n s .
In the  n o r th e a s te r n  s e c t io n , a d ja c e n t to  the  f a c to r ie s  an d  sh o p s , 
a r e  the w o rk in g m e n 's  h o m e s . In Q u e en sb o ro u g h , L a k e s id e , a n d L a k e -  
v iew , lo w e r-m id d le  incom e fa m il ie s  own th e i r  h o m e s , and  tak e  p rid e  
in  b e in g  la w -a b id in g  and  c h u rc h -g o in g  p e o p le . T h is  is  a  h e a v ily  p o p u ­
la te d  s e c tio n , b u t in  no w ay a  d isa d v a n ta g e d  o r  " p ro b le m "  n e ig h b o rh o o d . 
A n o th e r e x te n s iv e  lo w -in c o m e  h o u sin g  a r e a  is  in  so u th  S h re v e p o r t  in  the 
C e d a r  G ro v e  c o m m u n ity . T h is  is  one o f the  l a r g e s t  lo w - r e n t  n e ig h b o r­
hoods fo r  w h ite s , and  i t  a lso  co n ta in s  a  la rg e  N eg ro  s e c tio n .
 21 ------------------------------
A  r e c e n t  r e h a b il i ta t io n  p ro g r a m  fo r  32 s lu m  a r e a s  in
S h re v e p o r t  w h ich  w as s u b m itte d  b y  a  p ro fe s s io n a l  c ity  p lan n in g  c o n ­





F ig u re  9 . S u b d iv is io n s  of S h re v e p o rt:  1953.
(C o u r te s y  o f A rc h  R . W in te r , P lan n in g  C o n su ltan t) .
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L ik e  B a to n  R o u g e , S h re v e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  u n d e rg o in g  e x te n s iv e  
8 t r e e t-w id e n in g  an d  g e n e ra l  " f a c e - l i f t in g . 11 The C ity  P la n n in g  C o m ­
m is s io n  h a s  long  c o n tro lle d  new  b u ild in g  th ro u g h  zoning  o rd in a n c e s .
An o v e ra l l  p la n  to  f a c i l i ta te  t r a f f ic  flow  and  to  acc o m m o d a te  the in ­
c re a s in g  b u s in e s s  and  r e s id e n t ia l  housing  n e ed s  is  be ing  pu t in to  
o p e ra t io n  a t  p r e s e n t .  (See F ig u re  10)
G e n e ra l  T re n d s
T h e re  is  ev id en ce  th a t  B a to n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t  g e n e ra l ly  
c o n fo rm  to  the  sa m e  p a t te rn s  o f u rb a n  e co lo g y  a s  o th e r A m e r ic a n  c i t ie s .  
T h ey  have  th e i r  d e lin q u en cy  and  s lu m  a r e a s  and  th e i r  "g o ld  c o a s ts .  " 
T h e re  a r e  a r e a s  of new  and  ex p en s iv e  h o m e s , a r e a s  of s e c o n d -c la s s  
h o m e s , and  a r e a s  of " p ro b le m  h o u s in g "  w h ere  the  dw ellin g s  a re  in  a  
v e ry  p o o r s ta te  of r e p a i r .
E a c h  of th e se  c i t ie s  is  show ing the  e ffe c ts  of in d u s tr ia l iz a t io n  
in  the  g ro w in g  h e te ro g e n e ity  of o c cu p a tio n a l s p e c ia l iz a t io n . B e c a u se  
o f im p ro v e d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  f a c i l i t ie s  an d  eco n o m ic  p ro s p e r i ty ,  m an y  
p e r s o n s  in  the  u p p e r  so c io -e c o n o m ic  c la s s e s  a r e  m oving  out to  the 
c i ty 's  p e r ip h e ry ,  o fte n  s e tt l in g  in  fr in g e  a r e a s  th a t  p re v io u s ly  a c c o m ­
m o d a te d  lo w -in c o m e  o r  N e g ro  g ro u p s .
T he p a t te r n  o f e x p a n s io n  is  no lo n g e r  p r im a r i ly  a  m a t te r  of 
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F ig u re  10. L a n d  U se M ap of S h re v e p o rt:  1953.
(S o u rce : A rc h  R . W in te r , P lan n in g  C o n su ltan t)
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o rg a n iz e d  g ro u p s  of e x p e r ts  to  s u rv e y  th e i r  n e ed s  an d  m ake  r e c o m ­
m e n d a tio n s  fo r  the  fu tu re  d ev e lo p m en t. T h e re fo re , to  som e e x te n t 
th e  fu tu re  g ro w th  p a t te rn  w ill be the  r e s u l t  of d e lib e ra te  p lan n in g .
O th e r f a c to r s  w ill con tinue  to  be im p o r ta n t ,  h o w ev er. The 
ty p e s  of in d u s t r ia l  and  c o m m e rc ia l  d ev e lo p m en t, a s  w e ll a s  ty p es  and 
t r e n d s  in  m ig ra t io n , w ill in e v ita b ly  in flu en ce  the fu tu re  e c o lo g ic a l 
d ev e lo p m en t in  th e se  tw o c i t ie s .
CH A PTER IV
N U M BER AND D ISTRIBUTION O F TH E PO PU L A TIO N
The n u m b e r of peop le  an d  th e i r  s p a tia l  d is tr ib u tio n  c o n ­
s ti tu te  one o f the  m o s t  fu n d am en ta l a s p e c ts  o f a  p o p u la tio n . T h e re  
is  a  d i r e c t  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  the s iz e  of p o p u la tio n  an d  the  lan d  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a ila b le  fo r  e x p lo ita tio n . The a v a ila b il i ty  of r e s o u r c e s  
an d  the e x te n t to  w hich  th e y  m a y  be u ti l iz e d  b e a r  d i r e c t ly  upon the 
m a te r ia l  le v e l  of liv in g  of a  p eo p le .
G e n e ra lly  sp eak in g , a tte n tio n  h a s  b e e n  p r im a r i ly  c e n te re d  
upon the g r e a t  c o n c e n tra tio n s  of peop le  in  c i t ie s .  U rb an  c e n te r s  
have u n d erg o n e  tre m e n d o u s  p o p u la tio n  g ro w th  in  the  l a s t  few  c e n ­
tu r i e s .  W ith the  e x p an s io n  of m o d e rn  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n s  the  n e c e s ­
s i ty  fo r  so m e  s o r t  of u rb a n  p lann ing  h a s  b eco m e  m o s t  u rg e n t. 
D e m o g ra p h ic  fa c ts  r e la t iv e  to  the  n u m b e r an d  d is tr ib u tio n  of peop le  
in  the  c i t ie s  is - a  p r e r e q u is i te  to  any  su ch  p lan n in g . T h is  c h a p te r  
p r e s e n ts  su ch  in fo rm a tio n  a s  is  a v a ilab le  fo r  B a to n  Rouge and 
S h re v e p o r t . W hile f a i r ly  co m p le te  and  r e l ia b le  d a ta  on the  s iz e s  
of the  tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s  a re  p ro v id e d  b y  the c e n s u s , the  m a te r ia l  
on the  d is tr ib u tio n  of p o p u la tio n  w ith in  and  a ro u n d  th e se  tw o c i t ie s  
i s  sk e tc h y  an d  f r a g m e n ta ry . Som e g e n e ra liz a t io n s  re g a rd in g  th is  
d is tr ib u tio n  c an , h o w ev er, be v e n tu re d .
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D efin itio n  of T e rm s
A c co rd in g  to  the  o ld  d e fin itio n  of re s id e n c e  u se d  in  the 1940 
f e d e r a l  c e n s u s , the  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  is  l im i te d  to  a ll  p e rs o n s  liv in g  
in  in c o rp o ra te d  p la c e s  o f 2, 500 in h a b ita n ts  o r  m o re  an d  in  a r e a s  
(u s u a lly  m in o r  c iv i l  d iv is io n s )  c la s s i f ie d  a s  u rb a n  u n d e r s p e c ia l  
r u le s  r e la t in g  to  p o p u la tio n  s iz e  and  d e n s ity . * In b o th  the o ld  and  
the new  d e fin itio n  ad o p ted  in  1950 the m o s t  im p o r ta n t co m p o n en t of 
the  u rb a n  t e r r i t o r y  is  the  g ro u p  o f in c o rp o ra te d  p la c e s  hav in g  2 ,5 0 0  
in h a b ita n ts  o r  m o re .
W ith the  1950 C en su s  s e v e r a l  new  d e fin itio n s  w ere  i n t r o ­
d u ced . C la r if ic a t io n  of th e se  t e r m s  is  a d v isa b le  a t  th is  p o in t, s in ce  
r e f e r e n c e  w ill be m ad e  to  th e m  th ro u g h o u t the  a n a ly s is .  The d a ta  
fo r  c i ty  a r e a s  a re  a v a ila b le  in  the l a t e s t  d e c e n n ia l c en su s  a c c o r d ­
ing to  th re e  c la s s i f ic a t io n s :  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s ,  u rb a n iz e d
2
a r e a s ,  an d  u rb a n  p la c e s .
The n ew ly  d e s ig n a te d  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a ,  e x c e p t in  
N ew  E n g lan d , c o n s is ts  o f a  coun ty , o r  g ro u p  of con tiguous c o u n tie s , 
w h ich  co n ta in s  a t  l e a s t  one c ity  of 50, 000 in h a b ita n ts  o r  m o re .  T h is
* U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952), p . v.
2
D efin itio n s  o f th e se  c la s s if ic a t io n s  ta k e n  f ro m  U nited  
S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, ifbid. , pp . v , v i.
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c la s s i f ic a t io n  c o n s id e r s  a s  a  u n it  the  e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n , in  and  a ro u n d  
the  c ity , w hose a c t iv i t ie s  fo rm  an  in te g ra te d  s o c ia l  and  eco n o m ic  
s y s te m . The B a to n  R ouge s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  c o n s is ts  o f the 
e n t i r e  p a r i s h  of E a s t  B a to n  R ouge. The S h re v e p o r t  s ta n d a rd  m e t r o ­
p o lita n  a r e a  e m b ra c e s  a l l  o f C addo P a r i s h .  (See F ig u re  11).
The u rb a n iz e d  a r e a  h a s  b een  d e lin e a te d  to  p ro v id e  a  b e t te r  
s e p a ra t io n  of u rb a n  an d  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  in  the  v ic in ity  of la r g e  c i t ie s .  
In  1950 a l l  p e r s o n s  liv in g  w ith in  u rb a n iz e d  a r e a s  a re  c la s s e d  a s  p a r t  
of the u rb a n  p o p u la tio n . The u rb a n iz e d  a r e a  c o n ta in s  a t  l e a s t  one 
c i ty  o f 5 0 ,0 0 0  in h a b ita n ts  o r  m o re  an d  the  c lo s e ly  su rro u n d in g  
" u rb a n  f r in g e . " I t  is  u s u a lly  the th ic k ly  s e t t le d  c o re  of a  s ta n d a rd  
m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a .  The B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  u rb a n iz e d  a r e a s ,  
to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p o p u la tio n , a re  d e s ig n a te d  in  T ab le  I.
A c co rd in g  to  the  1950 C e n s u s , "O nly  in c o rp o ra te d  p la c e s  
( c i t ie s ,  v i l la g e s , b o ro u g h s , an d  in  som e s t a t e s ,  tow ns) of 2 ,5 0 0  o r 
m o re  (an d  u n in c o rp o ra te d  p la c e s  of th is  s iz e  o u ts id e  u rb a n  f r in g e s )
3
a re  c a lle d  u rb a n  p la c e s . " In th is  a n a ly s is ,  we w ill r e f e r  to  the  c ity  
i t s e l f ,  w ith in  i t s  le g a l  b o u n d a r ie s ,  a s  the u rb a n  p la c e .
The ta s k  of c e n su s  e n u m e ra tio n  is  a c c o m p lish e d  th ro u g h  
d i r e c t  in te rv ie w s  w ith  p e o p le , in  w hich  a  coun t i s  ta k e n  to  d e te rm in e  
the  e x a c t n u m b e r  o f p e r s o n s  re s id in g  in  a  s p e c if ic  a r e a .  T h e re  a re
3
Ib id . , p . v.
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F ig u re  1 1 . S ta n d a rd  m e tro p o lita n  a r e a s ,  B a to n  R ouge a n d  S h re v e p o rt:  
1950.
(S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950)
TABLE I
PO PU L A T IO N  O F  BA TO N  ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T  URBANIZED AREAS: 1950*
B a to n  R ouge S h re v e p o r t
A re a P o p u la tio n A re a P o p u la tio n
B a to n  R ouge c ity 125,629 S h re v e p o r t  c ity 1 2 7 ,2 0 6
O u ts id e  c ity 13 ,235 O utside  c ity 2 3 ,0 0 2
M in o r c iv il  d iv is io n s  an d  p a r t s  of P a r t s  o f m in o r  c iv il  d iv is io n s :
m in o r  c iv il  d iv is io n s :
B o s s ie r  P a r i s h  (p a r t) 16 ,779
E a s t  B a to n  R ouge P a r i s h  (p a r t) 135 ,767
P o lic e  J u ry  W ard  I  (p a r t) 251
P o lic e  J u ry  W ard  I 125,629
B o s s ie r  C ity  tow n (p a r t) 251
B a to n  R ouge c ity 125 ,629
P o lic e  J u r y  W ard  2 (p a rt) 16 ,528
P o lic e  J u ry  W ard  2 1 0 ,138
B o s s ie r  C ity  tow n (p a r t) 15 ,219
W est B a to n  R ouge P a r i s h  (p a r t) 3 ,0 9 7
C addo P a r i s h  (p a rt) 133 ,429
P o lic e  J u r y  W ard  3 (p a r t) 3 ,0 9 7
P o lic e  J u r y  W ard  4 133 ,429
P o r t  A lle n  tow n 3,0-97
S h re v e p o r t  c ity 1 2 7 ,206
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n , B u lle t in  P -A 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : N u m b er o f Inhab itA nt.q 
(W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g 'O ff ic e , 1952) p . 15, T ab le  9 .
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tw o b a s ic  a p p ro a c h e s  to  th is  p ro b le m . One m e th o d  of e n u m e ra tio n  
in c lu d e s  a l l  of th o se  peop le  who a re  p h y s ic a lly  p r e s e n t  in  a  g iven  
a r e a  a t  a  g iv en  p o in t o f tim e  (the da te  of the  c e n su s ) . The E n g lish  
u se  th is  s y s te m  and  a r r iv e  a t  w hat is  c a l le d  the  de fa c to  p o p u la tio n .
The o th e r  m e th o d  h o lds th a t  on ly  the  p e rs o n s  hav ing  th e i r  u su a l 
p la ce  o f r e s id e n c e  in  an  a r e a  sh o u ld  be in c lu d ed  in  the  coun t fo r 
th a t  s p e c if ic  a r e a .  T h is  p ra c t ic e  h a s  b een  fo llow ed  by  the U n ited  
S ta te s  in  m ak in g  the  o ff ic ia l c e n su s  s in ce  1890, an d  i t  d e te rm in e s  
the  s o - c a l le d  de ju re  p o p u la tio n . It is  co n ced ed  by  m an y  a u th o r i t ie s  
in  the  f ie ld  th a t  the  de fa c to  c o n cep t is  b y  f a r  the  m o re  p r a c t ic a l  one 
to  use  in  a  h ig h ly  m ob ile  and  h ig h ly  a to m iz e d  s o c ie ty  su ch  a s  o u rs .  ^
The d e n s ity  of p o p u la tio n  is  an  im p o r ta n t  in d ic a tio n  of the 
liv in g  co n d itio n s  of an a g g re g a te . The la n d  a r e a  co n ta in in g  a  g ro u p  '
o f people is  l e s s  l ik e ly  to  f lu c tu a te  th a n  is  the  p o p u la tio n . W hen b o th  
a re  know n i t  is  p o ss ib le  to  o b ta in  the r a t io  o f the p o p u la tio n  to  the 
la n d  a r e a .  The co m p u ta tio n  c o n s is ts  of d iv id ing  the  n u m b e r of 
peop le  occupying  the g e o g ra p h ic a l u n it b y  the  la n d  a r e a  of the  un it.
The re s u l t in g  r a t io ,  e x p r e s s e d  in  sq u a re  m i le s ,  is  a  u se fu l m e a s u re  
o f p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  and  m a y  be in te r p r e te d  a s  the  a v e ra g e  n u m b e r 
o f in h a b ita n ts  r e s id in g  in  e a c h  sq u a re  m ile  of the  g iv en  a r e a .  T h is  
m e a s u re  p ro v id e s  an  e x c e lle n t b a s is  fo r  c o m p a rin g  d e n s it ie s  of
4
T . L y n n  S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is  )N ew  Y ork: M cG raw - 
H ill B ook  C om pany , Inc. , 1948) p . 8.
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d if fe re n t  g e o g ra p h ic a l a r e a s .  ®
The D a ta
A lthough  the f i r s t  o ff ic ia l U n ited  S ta te s  g o v e rn m e n t c e n su s  
w as p u b lish e d  in  1790, and  L o u is ia n a  w as a d m itte d  a s  a  s ta te  in  1814, 
i t  w as n o t u n til 1840 th a t  d e fin ite  c e n su s  r e c o r d s  w e re  o b ta in ab le  fo r  
B a to n  R ouge, and  1850 fo r S h re v e p o r t .
The d a ta  u t i l iz e d  in  th is  c h a p te r  w e re  s e c u re d  f ro m  th re e  
m a in  s o u rc e s :  (1) the  S e v e n tee n th  D e ce n n ia l C en su s ; (2) the  C ity -  
P a r i s h  P lanning C o m m iss io n  and  the  C h am b er of C o m m e rc e  in  B a to n  
R ouge; and  (3) the  C ity  P lan n in g  C o m m iss io n  in  S h re v e p o r t . A s in  the  
e n t i r e  a n a ly s is ,  the  c e n su s  m a te r ia l s  c o m p ris e  the  m a jo r  s o u rc e  of 
d a ta .
F o r  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  c e n su s  d a ta  a r e  a v a ila b le  fo r  
to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  f ro m  1840 to  1950 an d  f ro m  1850 to  1950, r e s p e c ­
tiv e ly . D a ta  c la s s i f ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s ,  
u rb a n iz e d  a r e a s ,  and  u rb a n  p la c e s  a r e  b a s e d  la r g e ly  on the  new  
c e n su s  d e f in itio n s , b u t in  som e c a s e s  the  1940 d e fin itio n s  a r e  u se d . 
W hen o ld  d e fin itio n s  a r e  u s e d , th a t  fa c t  w ill be in d ic a te d .
The l im ita t io n s  in  the d a ta  r e la t iv e  to  th is  a n a ly s is  a r e  due 
to  the change in  s iz e  o f B a to n  R ouge b e tw ee n  the  y e a r s  o f 1940 and
5
I b id . , p . 9.
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1950. R ap id  g ro w th  p la c e d  th is  c ity  in  th e  100, 000 p o p u la tio n  c la s s  
fo r  1950 w h e re a s  i t  w as in  the  2£, 000 to  50, 000 c la s s  in  1940. 
T h e re fo re ,  th e  d a ta  fo r  the  tw o u rb a n  p la c e s  of B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  a r e  n o t c o m p a ra b le  e x c e p t fo r  1950. A n o th e r h an d icap  
in  d e te rm in in g  a c c u ra te  d is t r ib u t io n  of the  p o p u la tio n  w ith in  e a c h  
c i ty  is  due to  the  la c k  of o ff ic ia l e n u m e ra tio n  b y  c en su s  t r a c t s .
The f ig u re s  w e re  a v a ila b le  lo c a l ly  in  B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  by 
e n u m e ra tio n  d i s t r i c t s ,  b u t a  s im i la r  b reak d o w n  w as n o t o b ta in ab le  
in  th e  c e n su s  p u b lic a tio n s . A lso , c e n su s  d a ta  fo r  d e ta i le d  c h a r a c r  
t e r i s t i c s  a r e  g iv en  fo r  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o l i ta n  a r e a s  on ly , a s  a  ru le .
B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t
On A p r il  1, 1950, am ong  c i t ie s  hav ing  2 5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o re  p o p u ­
la t io n , S h re v e p o r t  ra n k e d  e ig h tie th  in  s iz e  in  the  n a tio n  and  B ato n  
R ouge ra n k e d  e ig h ty - f i r s t .  ^ In  th e  s ta te  of L o u is ia n a , th e s e  tw o 
c i t ie s  h a d  long  m a in ta in e d  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  p o s itio n s  of sec o n d  and  
th i r d  p la ce  in  p o p u la tio n  s iz e .  S h re v e p o r t  c am e  sec o n d , a f te r  N ew  
O r le a n s , and  B a to n  R ouge ra n k e d  th i r d .  A lthough  th e s e  p o s itio n s  of 
r e s p e c t iv e  r a n k  h ad  b e e n  the  sa m e  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  b e fo re  1950 th e re  
w as a  w ide d iv e rg e n c e  in  a c tu a l  p o p u la tio n  s iz e  b e tw een  th e se  tw o 
L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s .
6 C oun ty  an d  C ity  D a ta  B ook: 1952, op. c i t . , p . 458, T ab le  4.
66
A t the  tim e  of the  S e v e n tee n th  D e ce n n ia l C en su s  the  p o p u la ­
tio n  o f B a to n  R ouge w as 1 3 8 ,8 6 4  in  th e  u rb a n iz e d  a r e a  (s e e  F ig u re  12), 
b u t the  c i ty  p ro p e r  c o n ta in e d  on ly  125, 629. T h is  in d ic a te s  th a t  the  
u rb a n  fr in g e  h ad  13, 235 in h a b ita n ts  w hich  is  m o re  th an  o n e - th i rd  of 
the  n u m b e r c o m p ris in g  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  R ouge (3 4 , 719) 
in  1940. T h is  fa c t  is  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t in  p o in tin g  up th e  r a p id  r a te  
o f in c r e a s e  in  B a to n  R o u g e 's  g ro w th . S p e c ia l a tte n tio n  w as g iven  
to  B a to n  R ouge in  the 1950 C en su s  b e c a u se  i t  w as the f a s t e s t  g ro w in g  
c i ty  in  the  U n ited  S ta te s  in  i t s  p o p u la tio n  c la s s  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  b e ­
tw een  1940 and  1950. The p e r  c e n t o f in c re a s e  in  p o p u la tio n  in  th a t  
d ecad e  w as 2 6 1 .8 , a  re m a rk a b le  r e c o r d .  T he B a to n  Rouge la n d  a r e a  
w as s ig n if ic a n tly  d if f e r e n t  a t  the  p e r io d  of the  S ix tee n th  D ecen n ia l 
C en su s  f ro m  th a t  o f the  S e v e n tee n th , hav ing  b e en  c o n s id e ra b ly  e x ­
te n d ed  in  1949. On J a n u a ry  1, 1949, the  c o rp o ra te  l im i t s  of B a to n  
R ouge w ere  ex ten d e d  f ro m  3 .8  s q u a re  m ile s  to  in c lu d e  3 0 . 2  sq u a re  
m ile s  w h ich  r e s u l te d  in  a  tre m e n d o u s  change f ro m  34, 719 to  125, 629 
in  p o p u la tio n  f ig u re s  fo r  th a t  c ity .
In 1950 the  S h re v e p o r t  u rb a n iz e d  a r e a  c o n ta in ed  150, 208 
in h a b ita n ts  and  the  p r in c ip a l  c i ty  1 2 7 ,2 0 6 , (T ab le  I and  F ig u re  13). 
T h e re fo re ,  S h r e v e p o r t 's  u rb a n  fr in g e  p ro v id e d  the  im p re s s iv e  
n u m b e r  of 2 3 ,0 0 2  p e r s o n s .  T h is  am o u n ts  to  m o re  th a n  o n e -f if th  of 
th e  n u m b e r o f the  c i ty 's  to ta l  p o p u la tio n , and  e q u a ls  a p p ro x im a te ly  
o n e - fo u r th  of the  p o p u la tio n  o f S h re v e p o r t  in  1940 (98 , 167). S ince
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the  u rb a n  fr in g e  b e ca m e  p e o p led  la r g e ly  d u rin g  th is  sam e  te n  y e a r  
p e r io d , in  ad d itio n  to  the  c i ty  p r o p e r ,  i t  is  in d ic a tiv e  of the  s te a d y , 
i f  n o t d ra m a tic ,  g ro w th  o f S h re v e p o r t . A c tu a lly , S h r e v e p o r t 's  p e r  
c e n t o f in c re a s e  f ro m  1940 to  1950 w as 29. 6, w h ich  is  n o t in c o n ­
s id e r a b le ,  an d  a s  p o in te d  ou t ab o v e , th is  r a te  d oes n o t in c lu d e  the 
fr in g e  p o p u la tio n .
F o r  the  p u rp o se  of c o m p a r iso n  of the  tw o a r e a s  a t  d iffe ren t 
c e n su s  p e r io d s  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  u se  the  f ig u re s  fo r  the s ta n d a rd  
m e tro p b li ta n  a r e a s .  A s s ta te d  ab o v e , the  e n t i r e  p a r i s h  in  w hich  
th e  r e s p e c t iv e  c i ty  is  lo c a te d  is  d e s ig n a te d  a s  i t s  s ta n d a rd  m e t r o ­
p o lita n  a r e a  in  the  1950 C e n s u s , an d  p a r i s h  p o p u la tio n  f ig u re s  a re  
c o m p a ra b le  w ith  th o se  in  p re v io u s  c e n s u s e s .
The s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  o f B a to n  R ouge c o n ta in ed , 
in  1950, 158, 236 p e rs o n s  w hich  r e p r e s e n te d  an  in c r e a s e  o f 79. 0 p e r  
c e n t, o r  ab o u t fo u r - f i f th  g r e a te r  n u m b e rs  th a n  in  the  1940 p o p u la tio n . 
In  1950, S h r e v e p o r t 's  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  in c lu d e d  1 7 6 ,5 4 7  p e o p le , an 
in c re a s e  of 17. 5 p e r  c e n t o v e r  the  1940 e n u m e ra tio n . T h e se  d a ta  
s e rv e  to  e m p h a s iz e  the  tre m e n d o u s  p o p u la tio n  g ro w th  in  B a to n  Rouge 
d u rin g  the  d e ca d e  b e tw ee n  1940 and  1950. W hile the  e x te n s io n  of the 
c i ty 's  b o u n d a r ie s  in  1949 a c c o u n ts , in  p a r t ,  fo r  the  a p p a re n tly  sudden  
u p w a rd  s h if t  in  n u m b e rs  of in h a b ita n ts  fo r  the  u rb a n  p la c e , th e se  
f ig u re s  fo r  th e  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  in d ic a te  th a t  the  in c re a s e  
in  to ta l  n u m b e rs  o f p e r s o n s  m u s t  be e x p la in e d  in  so m e  o th e r  m a n n e r .
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T he c o m p a ra b le  g ro w th  o f S h re v e p o r t  a ls o  r e f le c ts  s te a d y  in c r e a s e  
in  n u m b e rs  o f in h a b ita n ts  am o u n tin g  to  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e -f if th  m o re  
p e r s o n s  th a n  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  the  1940 e n u m e ra tio n .
P o p u la tio n  D e n s ity
In 1950 the  p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  in  E a s t  B a to n  R ouge P a r i s h ,  
w h ich  c o m p r is e s  the  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  of B a to n  R ouge, w as 
342. 5 , a  m a rk e d  in c r e a s e  o v e r  the  191. 4 d e n s ity  o f 1940. In  the 
S h re v e p o r t  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o l i ta n  a r e a ,  of C addo P a r i s h ,  the  d e n s ity  
o f p o p u la tio n  a lso  in c r e a s e d  d u rin g  th e  te n - y e a r  sp a n  b u t on ly  f ro m
7
166 .9  tn  1940 to  198. 1 in  1950. A nd w h e re a s  th e  r a n k  of the  tw o r e ­
s p e c tiv e  a r e a s  in  p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  in  1940 w as sec o n d  in  the  s ta te  
fo r  C addo P a r i s h  an d  th i r d  fo r  E a s t  B a to n  R ouge P a r i s h ,  in  1950 
E a s t  B a to n  R ouge P a r i s h  p u lle d  a h ea d  to  sec o n d  p la ce  w hile  Caddo 
P a r i s h  d ro p p e d  to  f if th  p la c e .  O rle a n s  P a r i s h ,  co n ta in in g  L o u is ia n a fs  
l a r g e s t  c ity  of N ew  O r le a n s , ra n k e d  f i r s t  in  b o th  in s ta n c e s ,  a s  w ould 
be e x p e c te d . A gain  th is  e m p h a s iz e s  the  d if f e r e n tia l  g ro w th  r a te  b e ­
tw een  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t , w h ich  is  a  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t fa c to r  
in  the  a n a ly s is  of th e  p a r t i c u la r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of e a c h  c ity .
In T ab le  II  i t  is  p o s s ib le  to  c o n s id e r  the  m a n - la n d  re la t io n s h ip s  
in  B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  (u rban  p lace ), an d  to  c o n t r a s t  th e m  w ith  th o se
7
U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -A 1 8  
(W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1951) p . 8.
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TA B LE II
LAND A R EA  AND PO PU L A T IO N  D ENSITY F O R  B A TO N  RO UG E, 
SH R E V E PO R T  AND LOUISIANA: 1950* **
A re a
L a n d  A re a  in  
S q u a re  M ile s
P o p u la tio n  p e r  
S q u a re  M ile s
B a to n  Rouge 30. 2 4 , 160 .0
S h re v e p o r t 2 4 .0 5 ,3 0 0 .0
L o u is ia n a 4 5 ,1 6 2 .0 5 9 .4
“HSource: B u re a u  o f the  C e n su s , C ity  and  C oun ty  D a ta  B ook
(W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 
1953) pp . 210, 458 , T a b le s  3, 4.
* * U rb an  p la ce  f ig u r e s .
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of the p o p u la tio n  of L o u is ia n a . In  B a to n  R ouge th e re  a re  4 ,1 6 0  
p e rs o n s  fo r  e v e r y  sq u a re  m ile  o f la n d , b u t in  S h re v e p o r t  th e re  a re  
5 ,3 0 0  p e rs o n s  fo r  the  sam e  a r e a .  T he p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  of the  
s ta te  a s  a  w hole is  on ly  59. 4, w h ich  is  a  m a rk e d  c o n t r a s t  w ith  the 
u rb a n  c e n te r s .
The g r e a te r  la n d  a r e a  of 30. 2 sq u a re  m ile s  in  B a to n  R ouge, 
a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  24. 0 s q u a re  m ile s  in  S h re v e p o r t , g iv es  th a t  c ity  
a  lo w e r p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  an d  c o n se q u e n tly  m o re  liv in g  sp ace  th a n  is  
e n jo y ed  b y  S h re v e p o r t , h i a c tu a l n u m b e rs  of in h a b ita n ts  th e se  tw o 
u rb a n  c e n te r s  a r e  v e ry  s im i la r ,  w ith  1 2 7 ,2 0 6  p e r s o n s  in  S h re v e p o r t  
an d  125, 629 in  B a to n  R o u g e. T h is  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a jo r i ty  o f on ly  
1 ,5 7 7  peop le  in  the  c ity  of S h re v e p o r t .  H o w ev e r, b e c a u se  of the  l a t t e r  
c i ty 's  s m a l le r  la n d  a r e a ,  th e re  a r e  1 ,2 4 0  m o re  p e r s o n s  liv in g  on 
e a c h  sq u a re  m ile  in  S h re v e p o r t  th a n  in  the  C a p ita l C ity . It is  c le a r  
th a t  su ch  d if f e r e n tia ls  in  p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  w ould  be re f le c te d  w ith  
v a ry in g  d e g re e s  o f u rg e n c y  in  the  r e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  s c h o o ls , fo r  
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  f a c i l i t ie s ,  an d  fo r  o th e r  ty p es  o f goods an d  s e r v ic e s  
in  the tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s .
D is tr ib u tio n  b y  R ace
N a tiv e -b o rn  W h ite s . The n a tiv e  w hite p e r s o n s  c o m p ris e  
70. 8 p e r  c en t o f the  p o p u la tio n  in  B a to n  R ouge an d  65. 7 of th a t  in  
S h re v e p o r t . In b o th  c i t ie s  th is  g ro u p  o c c u p ie s  a  g r e a te r  p a r t  of
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th e  la n d  a r e a  (s e e  F ig u r e s  14 an d  15), p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  a r e a s  
w h ich  have co m p o sed  the  p r in c ip a l  p a r t s  o f the c i ty  in  the e a r l i e r  
s ta g e s  of d e v e lo p m en t. The m a rk e d  e x p an s io n  o f w hite h o u sin g  in to  
the su b u rb a n  and  fr in g e  a r e a s  is  a  f a i r ly  r e c e n t  d ev e lo p m en t w hich  
a cc o m p a n ie d  the  in c r e a s e  of p av ed  s t r e e t s  and  h ighw ays and  of a u to ­
m o b ile s . M o st of the low  and m id d le  in co m e fa m ilie s  s t i l l  liv e  w e ll 
w ith in  the o ld  c ity  p ro p e r .
F o r e ig n - b o rn  W h ite s . The r e la t iv e ly  s m a l l  fo re ig n -b o rn  
s e g m e n ts  have te n d ed  in  som e in s ta n c e s  to  s e t t le  in  f a i r ly  c lo se  
p ro x im ity  to  the  l e s s  ad v an tag ed  a r e a s  w h ere  the  N e g ro es  l iv e .
T h is  is  tru e  p a r t i c u la r ly  of S h re v e p o r t , w h ere  m a n y  peop le  of 
I ta l ia n , S y r ia n  and  G re e k  d e sc e n t a r e  c o n c e n tra te d  in  the p r e ­
d o m in an tly  nonw hite n e ig h b o rh o o d  know n a s  A lle n d a le . In B aton  
R ouge the  fo re ig n -b o rn , o r  the r e la t iv e ly  r e c e n t  d e sc e n d a n ts  o f 
fo r e ig n -b o rn , a re  n o t lo c a te d  in  an y  c o n c e n tra te d  p a t te rn  of r e s i ­
d e n tia l  s e t t le m e n t.
N e g ro . A s r e c o r d e d  in  T ab le  III, C h a p te r  V, 2 8 .0  p e r  c e n t 
o f the p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  R ouge i s  N eg ro  and  the  c o m p a ra b le  p e r  
c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  is  33. 1. The p a t te rn s  o f d is tr ib u tio n  of th e se  
p o p u la tio n  s e g m e n ts  d if fe r  d is t in c t ly  in  the tw o c i t i e s .  I t i s  found, 
fo r  e x a m p le , th a t  in  d e lin e a tin g  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  in  B a to n  Rouge i t  is  
n o t p o s s ib le  to  d e s ig n a te  th e m  s t r i c t l y  as  w hite an d  N e g ro . In c o m ­
p ilin g  a  d is tr ib u tio n  m a p  o f the c i ty 's  p o p u la tio n  b y  ra c e  re c e n t ly ,
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the  B a to n  Rouge C i ty - P a r i s h  P la n n in g  B o a rd  found th a t  h o u sin g  u n its  
of the  tw o r a c e s  w e re  to o  th o ro u g h ly  in te rm in g le d  to  p e r m i t  c l e a r - c u t  
d iv is io n  l in e s  e x c e p t in  the  l a r g e r  N e g ro  s e t t le m e n ts  (See F ig u re  14).
The w h ite -n o n w h ite  r a c i a l  d is tr ib u tio n  cou ld  be  a c c u ra te ly  in d ic a te d  
in  B a to n  R ouge on ly  b y  a  d o t m ap  o r  by  p re s e n tin g  d a ta  on c e n su s  
t r a c t s .  T h is  s itu a tio n  is  p a r t i c u la r ly  e v id e n t in  the o ld e r  r e s id e n t ia l  
a r e a  o f B a to n  R ouge. M any o f the  n ew ly  p lan n ed  su b d iv is io n s  a r e  
e x c lu s iv e ly  fo r  w hite h o m e -o w n e rs , b u t th e se  a r e  la r g e ly  p r iv a te  r e a l  
e s ta te  d e v e lo p m en ts . It is  a lso  n o te w o rth y  th a t  s m a l l  c lu s t e r s  of 
N eg ro  r e s id e n ts  a r e  to  be found in  th o se  s e c tio n s  w h ich  a re  g iv ing  w ay 
to  c o m m e rc ia l iz a t io n , the  " a r e a s  in  t r a n s i t io n "  b e tw een  the  b u s in e s s  
d i s t r i c t s  and  the  "good" r e s id e n t ia l  lo c a t io n s . Such  e x a m p le s  a r e  to  be 
found  in  th e  se c tio n s  a d ja c e n t to  the  cam p u s  of L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
on the  n o r th , w hich  w e re  once on the  o u te r  edge of the  c ity , b u t now  a re  
w e ll w ith in  the  le g a l  b o u n d a rie s  o f th e  c ity . A n o th e r su c h  c o n c e n tra tio n  
of N eg ro  h o m es is  the  n ew ly  o pened  s e c tio n  of N o rth  3 3 rd  S t r e e t  b e fo re  i t  
jo in s  F lo r id a  S t r e e t  n e a r  the  B a to n  R ouge G e n e ra l  H o sp ita l . T h is  is  
a g a in  an  in te r s t i t i a l  a r e a  w hich  is  b e in g  in v ad ed  by  c o m m e rc ia l  h o u s in g .
In S h re v e p o r t , a s  in d ic a te d  in  F ig u re  15, d is t in c t  s e c tio n s  
a r e  g iv en  o v e r  to  N eg ro  h o u sin g  in  a  c o n s is te n t  s e g re g a te d  p a t te rn .
The u p p e r  so c io -e c o n o m ic  c la s s e s  o f N e g ro e s  liv e  la r g e ly  in  the  
popu lous A llen d a le  n e ig h b o rh o o d  and  su rro u n d in g  s e c tio n s  in  N o r th
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B A T O N  R O U G E
L O U I S I A N A
F ig u re  14. D is tr ib u tio n  of p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  R ouge b y  ra c e :  1950. 
(B la ck  a r e a s  r e p r e s e n t  N eg ro  h o u s in g ).
S o u rce : B a r th o lo m e w  A ss o c ia te s
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NEORO HOU3INO
A R E A ?
15. D is tr ib u tio n  of p o p u la tio n  of S h re v e p o r t  b y  ra c e :  1950. 
(C o u r te s y  of A rc h  R . W in te r , P lan n in g  C o n su ltan t) .
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S h re v e p o r t , w h ich  c o m p ris e  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f the  o ld e r  c ity . T h is  
N eg ro  a r e a  s t r e tc h e s  a  ten u o u s  co n n ec tin g  lin e  a l l  the w ay to  "S t.
P a u l 's  B o tto m s , " a  N eg ro  s e t t le m e n t  in  th e  c e n t r a l  c i ty  b o d e rin g  
the  R ed  R iv e r  in  w h ich  once w as c e n te re d  the  le g a l iz e d  h o u se s  of 
p ro s t i tu t io n  o f S h re v e p o r t . A  se c o n d  s iz e a b le  N eg ro  s e t t le m e n t  is  
found  in  the  la rg e  H ollyw ood su b d iv is io n  b e tw een  S t. V in c e n t's  
A venue and  the M an sfie ld  R oad  on the  so u th w es t p e r ip h e ry  o f the  
c i ty  w hich  w as fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  a  d isa d v a n ta g e d  fr in g e  a r e a ,  b u t i s  
now  in c lu d ed  in  the  c o rp o ra te  l im i t s  and  fin d s  i t s e l f  in  the  m id s t  of 
p ro s p e ro u s  g ro w th . A th i r d  h e a v ily  p o p u la te d  N eg ro  a r e a  is  in  the  
C e d a r  G ro v e  co m m u n ity  a t  the e x tre m e  s o u th e a s te r n  b o u n d a ry  of 
S h re v e p o r t .  T h is  a r e a  w as s e t t le d  w hen  C e d a r  G ro v e  w as an  in d e p en d ­
e n t  m u n ic ip a li ty  an d  h a s  co n tin u ed  to  m a in ta in  i t s  im p o r ta n c e  in  
n u m b e rs . T h is  N eg ro  su b d iv is io n , to o , h a s  l o s t  th e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  
o f is o la tio n , now b e in g  p r a c t ic a l ly  co n tig u o u s  w ith  the w e a lth ie s t  and  
m o s t  e x c lu s iv e  of the  w hite  e x p a n s io n s , n a m e ly  th e  P ie r r e m o n t  s u b ­
d iv is io n . O th e r N e g ro  c o n c e n tra tio n s  a r e  found in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  of 
the  c ity , p a r t i c u la r ly  in  the  so u th  c e n t r a l  p a r t ,  b u t th e y  a re  a lw ay s  
w ith in  l im i te d  p h y s ic a l b o u n d a r ie s . S e v e ra l  o f th o se  n e a r e s t  the  
dow ntow n a r e a  a r e  b e in g  r a z e d  in  the  s lu m - c le a r a n c e  p ro g r a m  now  
u n d e r  w ay in  S h re v e p o r t .
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C hange in  N u m b e rs  an d  D is tr ib u tio n
F ig u r e s  16 and  17 g ive the  e s t im a te d  p o p u la tio n  d is t r ib u ­
tio n  in  B a to n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t  in  1953 an d  1954, re s p e c t iv e ly .  
T h e se  e s t im a te s  w e re  o b ta in ed  b y  two m e th o d s : (1) B y  tak in g  
a e r i a l  p h o to g ra p h s  of the  c ity , m ak in g  a  c a r e fu l  coun t of the 
h o u se s  ( r e s id e n t ia l ) ,  th e n  m u ltip ly in g  b y  the a v e ra g e  n u m b e r of
3
p e rs o n s  p e r  house  in  1950. . (T h e se  a v e ra g e s  w ere  3 .5  fo r  B aton  
R ouge and  3 .3  fo r  S h r e v e p o r t .)  (2) A c o r r e c t io n  w as m ad e  fo r 
e n u m e ra tio n  d i s t r i c t s  w h ere  the  p o p u la tio n  w as e x c e p tio n a lly  d en se  
o r  e s p e c ia l ly  s p a r s e .  The l a t t e r  p re c a u tio n  r e n d e r s  th e  e s t im a te  
m o re  r e l ia b le .  The h ig h  c o n c e n tra tio n  of n u m b e rs  in  th e  cen tred  
c i t ie s  an d  the  n u m e ro u s  n e ig h b o rh o o d  c lu s t e r s  b e sp e a k  the  r e c e n t  
ch an g es  in  n u m b e rs  and  d is t r ib u tio n  in  b o th  of th e se  L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s .  
T he change in  a c tu a l n u m b e rs  w ill be c o n s id e re d  in  C h a p te r  XIII.
T h ese  c h a r ts  w e re  p r e p a r e d  b y  p ro f e s s io n a l  c i ty  p lann ing  
e n g in e e r s  in  e a c h  c ity , b u t in  the  c a s e  of B a to n  R ouge th is  w r i te r  
a s s i s t e d  w ith  the  co u n t, in  p a r t .
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
F ig u re  16. D is tr ib u tio n  of p o p u la tio n , B a to n  R ouge: 1955.
(C o u r te s y  of C i ty - P a r i s h  P lan n in g  C o m m iss io n ) .
80
C I T Y  OF S H R E V E P O R T  
CAOOO P A R I S H
F ig u re  17. D is tr ib u tio n  of p o p u la tio n , S h re v e p o rt:  1953.
(C o u r te s y  of A rc h  R . W in te r , P la n n in g  C o n su lta n t) .
CH APTER V
RACE AND NA TIV ITY
The c la s s if ic a t io n  o f ra c e  and  n a tiv ity  is  of p ro fo u n d  im ­
p o rta n c e  to  any  p o p u la tio n  s tu d y  in  the  U n ited  S ta te s .  The g r e a t  d if ­
fe re n c e s  th a t  e x is t  in  the c u l tu ra l  b a c k g ro u n d s , and  in  the e c o n o m ic , 
e d u c a tio n a l and  o c cu p a tio n a l s ta tu s  o f the  n a tiv e  w h ite s , the fo re ig n -  
b o rn ,  and  the  N e g ro e s  b e a r  s ig n if ic a n tly  upon a l l  a s p e c ts  o f l i f e .  Any 
d e m o g ra p h ic  a n a ly s is  of a  p o p u la tio n  in  the  S ou th  w hich  d id  n o t su b ­
d iv ide  the  d a ta  b y  ra c e  an d  n a tiv ity  w ould a lm o s t  c e r ta in ly  su p p o r t  
e r ro n e o u s  c o n c lu s io n s . F o r  e x a m p le , the h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  o f N e g ro e s  
in  the S o u th e rn  re g io n  h a s  a  s ig n if ic a n t in flu en ce  upon the o th e r  c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c s  of the  p o p u la tio n , a s  w e ll a s  upon th e  v i ta l  p r o c e s s e s  and  
m ig ra t io n .  U n less  th e  in f lu e n c e s  o f ra c e  an d  n a tiv i ty  a re  id e n tif ie d  
an d  e v a lu a te d , i t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  m ak e  r e l ia b le  c o m p a r is o n s  b e tw ee n  
d if fe re n t  p o p u la tio n s  o r  b e tw een  d if fe re n t  d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a  
w ith in  the  sa m e  a g g re g a te .
T h o se  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the  U n ited  S ta te s  c e n su s  have  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  the  im p o r ta n c e  of the  c la s s if ic a t io n  of r a c e  an d  n a tiv i ty  b y  m ak in g  
i t  a  p r im a r y  su b d iv is io n  of i t s  ta b u la t io n s . S m ith  h o ld s  th a t ,  s in c e  the  
c e n su s  o f 1850, w hen the w hite an d  c o lo re d  p o p u la tio n s  w e re  f i r s t  
c la s s i f ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  n a tiv e  r e s id e n c e ,  p la ce  o f b i r th ,  and  unknow n
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o r ig in s ,  the  c la s s if ic a t io n  o f r a c e  an d  n a tiv i ty  in  th e  f e d e r a l  c e n su s  
h a s  b eco m e  se c o n d  in  im p o r ta n c e  o n ly  to  the  r e s id e n t ia l  b reak d o w n . *
The D a ta
The c o n ce p t of ra c e  a s  i t  is  u s e d  by  the  B u re a u  of the  C en su s  
does h o t r e f le c t  c l e a r - c u t  d e fin itio n s  o f b io lo g ic a l s to c k , b u t is  d e ­
r iv e d  f ro m  the d e fin itio n  co m m o n ly  a c c e p te d  b y  the  g e n e r a l  p u b lic . 
S e v e ra l  c a te g o r ie s  o b v io u s ly  r e f e r  to  n a tio n a li t ie s ;  th u s  i t  i s  p r a c t i c ­
ab le  to  c o n s id e r  r a c e  and  n a tiv ity  to g e th e r .  The c a te g o ry  " o th e r  r a c e s "  
a s  d e fin ed  b y  the  c e n su s  in c lu d e s  In d ia n s , J a p a n e se , C h in ese  and  o th e r  
nonw hite  r a c e s .  The on ly  w ay the  l a t t e r  c a te g o ry  w ill e n te r  in to  th is  
a n a ly s is  w ill be a s  one of the  co m p o n en ts  in  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  f ig u re s .
The n a tiv i ty  c la s s i f ic a t io n  w hich  b re a k s  the  w hite  p o p u la tio n  
down in to  n a tiv e  and  fo re ig n -b o rn  is  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  in  the  1950 c en su s  
th an  in  e a r l i e r  c e n s u s e s .  B e c a u se  o f the  d ec lin in g  n u m e r ic a l  im ­
p o r ta n c e  of the  fo re ig n -b o rn  p o p u la tio n , n a t iv i ty  h a s  n o t b e e n  u se d  
so  e x te n s iv e ly  fo r  c r o s s - c la s s i f i c a t io n s  a s  in  p re v io u s  d e c a d e s . T h is  
i s  e s p e c ia l ly  t ru e  o f n a t iv i ty  an d  p a re n ta g e  of th e  w hite  p o p u la tio n  and  
c o u n try  o f o r ig in  of fo re ig n  w hite s to c k . T h e se  l a t t e r  d a ta  have b e en
* S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is ,  p . 46 .
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p u b lish e d  in  a  s p e c ia l  r e p o r t ,  b u t a r e  n o t a v a ila b le  fo r  th e se  tw o 
c i t i e s .  T h e re fo re ,  fo r  1950, i t  is  n o t p o s s ib le  to  c la s s i f y  th e  r e l a ­
t iv e ly  s m a l l  g ro u p s  of fo r e ig n - b o rn  peo p le  in  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  a c c o rd in g  to  th e i r  n a tio n a l o r ig in s .
M o st of the  d a ta  in  the  c e n su s  fo r  the  tw o S o u th e rn  c i t ie s  
u n d e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  h e re  a r e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  the  c a te g o r ie s  o f " w h ite 11 
and  "nonw hite . " T h is  i s ,  in  e f fe c t ,  a  s e p a ra t io n  of w hite  an d  N eg ro  
b e c a u s e  the  p e rc e n ta g e  o f p e rs o n s  of c o lo re d  r a c e s  o th e r  th a n  N eg ro  
is  n e g lig ib le . The to ta l  n u m b e r o f p e rs o n s  c la s s e d  a s  " o th e r  r a c e s ,  " 
w h ich  in c lu d e s  a l l  o th e r  n o n w h ites  b e s id e s  N e g ro e s , w as 65 in  1950 
fo r  B a to n  Rouge and  70 fo r  S h re v e p o r t . In  e a c h  in s ta n c e ,  the  p e r ­
cen tag e  of th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  fo r  n onw hites  o th e r  th a n  N eg ro  w as 
.0 5 ,  o r  o n ly  a  s m a l l  f r a c t io n  of one p e r  c en t. T hus i t  i s  lo g ic a l  to  
a s s u m e  th a t  the  nonw hite  c a te g o ry , in  r e f e re n c e  to  the  c i t ie s  of B a to n  
R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t ,  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  N e g ro  p o p u la tio n . The te r m s  
"N e g ro "  an d  "n o n w h ite"  a r e  u s e d  in te rc h a n g e a b ly  in  th is  d is c u s s io n . 
W here  th e re  a r e  s ig n if ic a n t d a ta  fo r  o th e r  nonw hite  r a c e s  th a t  fa c t  is  
n o ted . W h en ev er p o s s ib le  an d  f e a s ib le ,  the  w hite  p o p u la tio n  is  b ro k e n  
dow n in to  n a tiv e  w hite and  fo re ig n -b o rn ,  and  th e  n a tiv e  w hite p o p u la tio n  
i s  c la s s i f ie d  a s  to  n a tiv ity  o f p a re n ta g e , e . g .  fo r e ig n - b o rn ,  o r  m ix e d  
n a tiv e  and  f o r e ig n - b o rn .
84
B ato n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t
T ab le  III show s the  d is t r ib u tio n  of the  p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge, 
S h re v e p o r t , and  the  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  of L o u is ia n a , b y  ra c e  and  n a tiv i ty  
fo r  1950. Of the 125 ,629  peop le  in  B a to n  R ouge in  1950, 8 9 ,0 0 5  (7 0 .8  
p e r  cen t) of th e m  w ere  n a tiv e  w hite an d  1 ,4 4 2  (1 .1  p e r  cen t) w e re  c la s s e d  
a s  fo re ig n -b o rn  w hite ; m ak in g  a  to ta l  w hite c la s s  eq u a lin g  7 1 .9  p e r  c e n t o f 
the  e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n . Of th e  r e m a in d e r ,  35, 117 (2 8 .0  p e r  c en t) w e re  
c la s s e d  a s  N eg ro , w ith  on ly  65 peo p le  ( . 05 p e r  cen t) c o n s ti tu tin g  the  
c a te g o ry  " o th e r  r a c e s .  " S h r e v e p o r t 's  127 ,206  p e r s o n s  w e re  c la s s i f ie d  
a s  fo llow s: 83 , 357 (65 . 7 p e r  cen t) n a tiv e  w hite ; 1, 607 (1 . 2 p e r  cen t) 
fo re ig n -b o rn  w hite ; 42, 169 (33 . 1 p e r  cen t) N eg ro ; 70 (. 05 p e r  cen t) in  
the  " o th e r  r a c e s "  c a te g o ry . The r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n  of the  s ta te  h a s  
58. 6 p e r  c en t of i ts  peop le  c la s s i f ie d  a s  w h ite , o f w h ich  on ly  0. 4 p e r  c en t 
a r e  fo re ig n -b o rn ; and  4 1 . 3 p e r  c e n t a s  N egro ; w ith  an  in s ig n if ic a n t 0. 1 
p e r  c e n t in  the  c la s s  of " o th e r  r a c e s .  " It is  r e a d i ly  a p p a re n t  th a t  the 
g r e a t  b u lk  o f th e se  th re e  p o p u la tio n s  is  w hite an d  N e g ro . B e c a u se  o f the 
m a jo r  im p o r ta n c e  of th e se  tw o c a te g o r ie s ,  the  a n a ly s is  w ill be  la r g e ly  c o n ­
c e rn e d  w ith  th e m .
N a tiv e -b o rn  W h ite s .
A m ong the  w hite p o p u la tio n s , the n a tiv e -b o rn  c o n s t i tu te s  by  f a r  
the  g r e a te r  p e rc e n ta g e . B a to n  R ouge h as  th e  l a r g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  in  the  
n a tiv e -b o rn  c a te g o ry , w ith  S h re v e p o r t  r e c o rd in g  th e  se c o n d  h ig h e s t
TABLE ID
N U M BER AND PE R C E N T A G E  D ISTRIBUTIO N  O F THE PO PU LA TIO N S BY  RACE AND 
N A TIV ITY , B A TO N  ROUG E, SH R E V E P O R T , AND LOUISIANA R U R A L -FA R M : 1950*
N u m b er P e r  C en t
A re a
T o ta l
P o p u la tio n
N ative
W hite
F o re ig h - b o rn
W hite N eg ro
N ative
W hite
F o re ig n -b o rn
W hite N eg ro
B a to n  R ouge 125,629 8 9 ,0 0 5 1 ,4 4 2 3 5 ,1 1 7 7 0 .8 1 .1 2 8 .0
S h re v e p o r t 127 ,206 8 3 ,3 5 7 1 ,6 0 7 4 2 ,1 6 9 65. 7 1 .2 3 3 .1
L o u is ia n a
R u r a l - f a r m 5 6 7 ,4 5 5 330 ,359 3 ,3 4 9 2 3 4 ,3 7 4 5 8 .2 0 .4 4 1 .3
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950. B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  
C h a r a c te r i s t i c s , (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952), 
p . 26, T ab le  14; pp . 4 9 -5 0 , T ab le  34.
p ro p o r t io n  and  the  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  th e  sm e llie s t. C o n v e rse ly , the  r u r a l -  
f a r m  g ro u p  h as  the  g r e a te s t  p ro p o r t io n  of N e g ro e s , S h re v e p o r t  h a s  the 
sec o n d  l a r g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e , and  B a to n  R ouge h a s  the  s m a l le s t  r e la t iv e  
n u m b e r o f n o n w h ite s . T h is  p la c e s  S h re v e p o r t  in  an  in te r m e d ia r y  p o s i ­
tio n  b e tw ee n  B a to n  R ouge an d  the  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a  
in s o fa r  a s  the  r e la t iv e  s iz e  of the  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n s  is  c o n c e rn e d . The 
n a tiv e  w hite  s to c k  h a s  b e e n  n u m e r ic a l ly  s u p e r io r  in  the  e n t i r e  S ou th , a s  
w e ll a s  in  the  tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s  c o n s id e re d  h e r e ,  s in c e  th e  e a r ly  d ay s  
o f th e i r  h is to r y .  A lthough  S h re v e p o r t  h ad  i ts  o r ig in s  in  th e  B r i t i s h  
c o lo n ie s  and  B a to n  R ouge w as founded  an d  s e t t le d  b y  the  F re n c h , the 
g r e a te r  p a r t  o f the  h is to r y  of b o th  c i t ie s  h a s  b e en  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  
l i t t l e  im m ig ra t io n  of fo re ig n  p e o p le s . C u ltu ra lly , the  tw o c i t ie s  s t i l l  
r e f le c t  the  in flu en c es  of the  e a r ly  n a t io n a li ty  g ro u p s , b u t the  n a tiv e  
w hite e le m e n t is  p re d o m in a n t in  th e i r  p o p u la tio n s  and  h a s  b e e n  s in ce  
1920, a s  in d ic a te d  in  T ab le  IV. B eg inn ing  w ith  the  1920 c e n s u s , B a to n  
R o u g e 's  w hite g ro u p  h a s  b e e n  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t  th an  th a t  of 
S h re v e p o r t .
F o r e ig n - b o rn  W hite
T he fo re ig n - b o rn  s e g m e n t of the  w hite p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  
R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  to d a y  c o n s t i tu te s  a  r e la t iv e ly  s m a l l  co m p o n en t 
o f e a c h . In 1950 e a c h  c i ty  h a d  ab o u t f if te e n  h u n d re d  p e r s o n s  in  th is
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TABLE IV
TRENDS IN P E R  C EN T D ISTRIBU TIO N , BY  RACE AND N A TIV ITY , 
F O R  THE PO PU LA TIO N S O F BA TO N  RO U G E, SH R E V E P O R T , AND
LOUISIANA R U R A L -FA R M : 1910-1950*
R ace  and P e r  C en t
A re a  N a tiv ity 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950
B a to n  R ouge
T o ta l P o p u la tio n 100 .0 100.0 100 .0 10 0 .0 10 0 .0
N ativ e  W hite 44 . 1 5 8 .0 63. 3 6 5 .0 7 0 .8
F o re ig n - b o rn 2 .7 2 .7 1 .9 1 .5 1. 1
N eg ro 5 3 .0 3 9 .3 3 4 .7 3 3 .5 2 8 .0
S h re v e p o r t
T o ta l P o p u la tio n 100. 0 100 .0 100. 0 100 .0 100 .0
N ative  W hite 44 . 6 57. 1 62. 3 6 1 .8 6 5 .7
F o r e ig n - b o rn 3 .6 3 .0 2 .0 1 .5 1 .2
N eg ro 49. 6 3 9 .9 35. 5 3 6 .6 33. 1
L o u is ia n a  R u ra l- fa rm * *
T o ta l P o p u la tio n  100 .0 100 .0 1 0 0 .0 1 0 0 .0 10 0 .0
N ative  W hite 5 0 .6 5 5 .3 55. 1 5 5 .2 5 8 .2
F o r e ig n - b o rn 1 .6 1 .0  . 0 .5 0 .4 0 .4
N eg ro 4 7 .9 4 3 .6 4 5 .0 4 4 .7 4 1 .3
♦ S o u rc e s : T h ir te e n th  C en su s  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s :  1910, A b s t r a c t  of
th e  C en su s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  
O ffice , 1913) p . 600, T ab le  n, p . 601, T ab le  IU; F o u r te e n th  
C en su s  o f the  U n ited  S ta te s : 1920, V ol. HI, C o m p o sitio n  an d  
C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  of the  P o p u la tio n  b y  S ta te s , p . 388, T ab le  1, 
p . 399, T ab le  10; F if te e n th  C en su s  o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s : 1930, 
V ol. II, P a r t  I, p . 979, T ab le  12; S ix tee n th  C en su s  o f the  
U n ited  S ta te s :  1940, V ol. II , C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f the  P o p u la ­
tio n  (W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 
1943) p . 338, T ab le  7 , pp . 4 2 2 -4 2 3 , T ab le  32; U n ited  S ta te s  
C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , L o u is ia n a  
G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn ­
m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p . 26, T ab le  14, pp . 4 9 -5 0 ,
T ab le  34.
♦♦The r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  w as n o t su b d iv id ed  in to  r u r a l - f a r m  and  r u r a l  - 
n o n fa rm  u n til  the  C en su s  of 1920.
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c a te g o ry , am o u n tin g  to  s lig h tly  o v e r one p e r  c e n t of the  to ta l  g ro u p .
The s m a l l  p e rc e n ta g e  r e p r e s e n ts  a  m a rk e d  lo s s  in  im p o r ta n c e  fo r  th is  
g ro u p  d u rin g  the  p a s t  th r e e  d e c a d e s . A  c o n s is te n t  d e c r e a s e  in  th e  p r o ­
p o r tio n  of fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite s  in  th e se  tw o p o p u la tio n s  h a s  o c c u r r e d  
d u rin g  th a t  p e r io d . In 1910, a  p e a k  im m ig ra t io n  y e a r  fo r  the  n a tio n  a s  
a  w ho le , the  fo re ig n -b o rn  w h ite s  c o m p r is e d  3. 6 p e r  c e n t of S h r e v e p o r t 's  
p o p u la tio n  an d  2 . 7 p e r  c en t of th a t  of B a to n  R ouge. (See F ig u re  18).
B e c a u se  o f the  d e c lin in g  n u m b e rs  in  the  fo re ig n -b o rn  s e g m e n t 
o f the  p o p u la tio n  th e re  is  no c la s s if ic a t io n  b y  c o u n try  o f o r ig in  of th e se  
p eo p le  in  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  s in ce  the  c e n su s  of 1940. B e ­
fo re  1950 the  c o u n try  of o r ig in  w as l i s te d  fo r  e v e r y  fo re ig n -b o rn  
p e r s o n , and  the  n a tiv e  w h ite s  w e re  c la s s i f ie d  a c c o rd in g  to  n a tiv ity  
o f p a r e n ts .  T h ese  l a t t e r  d a ta  a re  n o t a v a ila b le  in  the  1940 c e n su s  fo r  
B a to n  Rouge an d  S h r e v e p o r t .  It i s  r e c o r d e d  in  the  1910 c e n su s  th a t  
531 n a tiv e  w h ite s  in  B a to n  R ouge (8 . 1 p e r  cen t) o f the  to ta l  n u m b e r  in 
th a t  c a te g o ry  h a d  one o r  m o re  fo re ig n -b o rn  p a r e n ts ,  w ith  b y  f a r  the  
g r e a te s t  n u m b e r re p o r t in g  G e rm a n y  a s  th e i r  n a tiv e  la n d . (See 
T ab le  V) I ta ly  w as sec o n d  in  im p o r ta n c e  a s  the  c o u n try  o f b i r t h  fo r  
p a re n ts  of fo re ig n -b o rn . In S h re v e p o r t  in  1910, th e re  w e re  921 (o r  
7 .0  p e r  cen t) n a tiv e  w h ite s  w ith  fo re ig n - b o rn  p a r e n ts .  H e re , a ls o ,  
G e rm a n y  w as th e  m o s t  com m on  c o u n try  o f o r ig in , an d  a g a in  I ta ly  
ra n k e d  sec o n d . T h e se  fa c ts  a r e  p e r t in e n t  b e c a u se  th e y  fu rn is h  a  
b ro a d e r  b a s is  fo r  c o m p a rin g  the  n a tio n a li ty  o r ig in s  of the  fo re ig n -b o rn
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Nat ive  white
F o r e i g n - b o r n  white
Non white









F i g u r e  18. P e r  c e n t  of  po p u l a t io n  by  r a c e  and  n a t iv i t y ,  B a to n  Rouge  and 
S h r e v e p o r t :  1910-1950 .
( S o u r c e * U n i t e c  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o f  P o p u l a t i o n ;  i ~ > S 0 3
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TABLE V
NATIVE WHITE PO PU L A T IO N  BY  NATIVITY O F PA R E N T S, 
SH R EV E PO R T AND BATON ROUGE: 1950*
C o u n try  o f  N u m b er
P a r e n ts  ’ B i r th B a to n  Rouge S h re v e p o r t
T o ta l 531 921
A u s t r a l ia 1 15
C an ad a 5 10
E n g lan d 9 34
F ra n c e 41 49
G e rm a n y 194 312
H u n g a ry ----- 5
I re la n d 49 88
Ita ly 124 104
N o rw ay ----- 1
R u s s ia 3 97
S co tlan d 2 11
Sw eden ----- 4
S w itz e r la n d ----- 5
A ll O th e r 103 186
♦ S o u rce : T h ir te e n th  C en su s  of the  U n ited  S ta te s : 1910, A b s tra c t ,  
p . 600, T ab le  H; p . 601, T ab le  HI.
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an d  n a tiv e  w h ites  of th e se  tw o c i t ie s  th a n  is  p ro v id e d  b y  an y  l a t e r  
c e n s u s .
T ab le  VI g iv e s  the  c o u n tr ie s  of b i r t h  of the  fo re ig n -b o rn  
p o p u la tio n s  of 1910 and  1940. In  1910, I ta ly  w as re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the  
m o s t  im m ig ra n ts  in  B a to n  R ouge and  G e rm a n y  ra n k e d  sec o n d . The 
p o s itio n s  of th e se  tw o c o u n tr ie s  w ere  e x a c tly  r e v e r s e d  in  S h re v e p o rt. 
F r a n c e ,  T u rk e y , and  R u s s ia  f i l le d  the  n e x t th r e e  ra n k s  in  B ato n  
R ouge, in  th a t  o r d e r .  In  S h re v e p o r t , R u s s ia  ra n k e d  th i r d ,  b u t F ra n c e  
an d  T u rk e y  fo llo w ed , in  fo u r th  and  f if th  p la c e s .  The n o r th  L o u is ia n a  
c i ty 's  fo re ig n -b o rn  p o p u la tio n  w as m o re  im p o r ta n t, r e la t iv e ly ,  in  
1910, th an  th a t of the M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  p o r t  c ity  of so u th  L o u is ia n a . 
T he re la t iv e  p e r  c e n ts  w e re  3. 6 fo r  S h re v e p o r t  and 2 .7  fo r  B a to n  
R o u g e .
In 1940, i t  is  in te re s t in g  to  note th a t  S h re v e p o r t  had  a lm o s t 
th re e  t im e s  the  n u m b e r of fo re ig n -b o rn  w hite  c it iz e n s  a s  B a to n  R ouge, 
a lth o u g h  the  p e rc e n ta g e s  w e re  the  s a m e . In b o th  p o p u la tio n s  the  
I ta l ia n s  c o n s ti tu te d , b y  f a r t h e  m o s t  n u m e ro u s  n a tio n a li ty  g ro u p .
In  B a to n  R ouge, the  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  o f  o r ig in  b y  ra n k  o r d e r  of im ­
p o r ta n c e  w e re  I ta ly , G e rm a n y , F r a n c e ,  E n g lan d , P a le s t in e  and  S y r ia . 
A ll o th e r  n a t io n a li t ie s  w e re  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  fe w e r th a n  tw en ty  p e rs o n s  
e a c h .
The ra n k  o r d e r  of im p o r ta n c e  of fo re ig n -b o rn  w hite in  
S h re v e p o r t  in  1940, fo llow ing  I ta ly , w e re  R u s s ia ,  G e rm a n y  and
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TABLE VI
F O R EIG N -B O R N  W HITE PO PU L A T IO N  BY  COUNTRY O F B IR T H , 
BA TO N  ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T: 1910-1940*
C o u n try  
of B i r th
N u m b er
B ato n  R ouge S h re v e p o r t
1910 1940 1910 1940
T o ta l 407 526 1004 1460
A u s t r a l ia ------------- 2 ------------- 2
A u s t r ia ------------- 9 45 16
B e lg iu m 2 2 1 47
B u lg a r ia ------------- ------------- ------------- 3
C an ad a 11 17 4 66
C e n tra l  an d  South  A m e r ic a ------------- 13 1 13
C uba ------------- ------------- 1 -------------
C ze c h o s lo v a k ia ------------- ------------- 6
D e n m a rk 10 2 1 11
E n g lan d 9 29 81 76
F in la n d — ------------- ------------- 2
F ra n c e 41 33 91 81
G e rm a n y 78 45 197 125
G re e c e ------------- 5 16 98
H u n g ary 1 6 5 16
I re la n d 5 8 56 58
Ita ly 145 249 159 344
L a tv ia ------------- 1 — 6
L ith u a n ia ------------- ------------- — 10
M exico 1 5 15 45
N e th e r la n d s ------------- 6 ------------- 8
N o rw ay ------------- 6 3 11
P a le s t in e  and  S y r ia ------------- 26 ------------- 80
P o la n d ------------- 12 ------------- 81
R o u m an ia ------------- 3 4 5
R u s s ia 17 15 150 151
S co tlan d 5 6 14 12
S p a in 6 4 2 1
Sw eden 1 1 13 14
S w itz e r la n d 5 3 11 7
T u rk e y 33 4 86 21
W ales _  -  — »  _  — W W W 3
W est In d ies . . . 5 «•  _  _ 5
Y u g o slav ia ------------- -  _ _ _ _ 17
AH O th e r an d  N ot R e p o r te d 15 9 13 9
★ Source: T h ir te e n th  C en su s  o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s : 1910. A b s t r a c t ,  p . 600, 
T a b le  II, p . 601, T ab le  HI; S ix te e n th  C en su s  of the U n ited  S ta te s : 
1940, V ol. H, C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f the  P o p u la tio n , p . 390,
T ab le  24 ,
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G re e c e  occupy ing  se c o n d , th i r d ,  an d  fo u r th  p o s it io n s , re s p e c t iv e ly .  
F r a n c e  an d  P o la n d  s h a r e d  the f if th  ra n k in g  p o s itio n , c lo s e ly  fo llo w ed  
b y  P a le s t in e  an d  S y r ia  in  s ix th  p la ce  and  E n g lan d  in  se v e n th  p la c e .
Two in te re s t in g  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw ee n  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  a r e  n o ta b le . In the  l a t t e r  c ity  in  1940, the  R u ss ia n s  
m o v ed  to  sec o n d  p la ce  in  im p o r ta n c e  an d  the  E n g lis h  d ro p p e d  to  
se v e n th  ra n k . H o w ev er, in  B a to n  R ouge in  1940 the  R u ss ia n s  lo s t  
in  r a n k  im p o r ta n c e  to  ab o u t se v e n th  p la ce  and  the  fo re ig n -b o rn  of 
E n g l is h  o r ig in  m o v ed  in to  fo u r th  ra n k  in  th a t  c ity .
A n o th e r re v e a lin g  fe a tu re  o f th e  1940 d a ta  is  the  in c lu s io n  of 
fo re ig n - b o rn  p e r s o n s  f ro m  c o u n tr ie s  o f o r ig in  n o t l i s t e d  in  e a r l i e r  
c e n su s  r e p o r t s .  A m ong th e se  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  im m ig ra n ts  f ro m  
A u s t r a l ia ,  B u lg a r ia ,  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia , F in la n d , L ith u a n ia , L a tv ia , 
N e th e r la n d s , W ales , an d  Y u g o slav ia . I t sh o u ld  be p o in te d  ou t th a t  
so m e  o f th e se  c o u n tr ie s  w e re  n o t in  e x is te n c e  a t  the  tim e  o f the  1910 
c e n s u s , th u s  the  c o u n try  of o r ig in  w ould have b e e n  l i s te d  d if fe re n tly  
in  1910. A lso , the  lik e lih o o d  th a t  m a n y  o f th e s e  im m ig ra n ts  r e s id e d  
e ls e w h e re  in  the  n a tio n  p r io r  to  the  1940 c e n su s  sh o u ld  n o t be  o v e r ­
lo o k ed . T h e re fo re ,  th e s e  d a ta  a r e  n o t e n t i r e ly  d ep en d ab le .
The t r e n d  to w a rd  d e c re a s in g  re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  o f th e  fo re ig n -  
b o rn  w h ite s  i s  a  g e n e r a l  one in  the  n a tio n , b e c a u s e  of the  l im ita t io n s  im ­
p o se d  on im m ig ra t io n  in  r e c e n t  d e c a d e s . H o w ev e r, the  Sou th  a s  a
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w hole h a s  a lw ay s a t t r a c te d  few  im m ig ra n ts  in  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  the 
2
o th e r  re g io n s . T h is  is  t r u e  o f L o u is ia n a , w hich  h ad  on ly  1. 2 p e r
3
c e n t of fo r e ig n - b o rn  p e r s o n s  in  the  1950 p o p u la tio n . A m ong u rb a n  
c e n te r s  o f  the s ta te ,  the  c i ty  of N ew  O rle a n s  h a s  b y  f a r  the  g r e a te s t
4
p ro p o r t io n  of L o u is ia n a 's  fo re ig n  w hite s to c k . The fo re ig n -b o rn  
p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  n o t b e e n  a  d o m in an t 
in flu en ce  upon the  d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  o r  upon th e  s o c ia l  
and  eco n o m ic  life  o f th e se  m e tro p o li ta n  c e n te r s .
N e g ro e s .
In  the c e n su s  c la s s if ic a t io n ,  th e  N eg ro  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  p e rs o n s
o f m ix e d  w hite and  N eg ro  p a re n ta g e  and  p e r s o n s  of m ix e d  Ind ian  and
N eg ro  p a re n ta g e  u n le s s  the  Ind ian  b lo o d  v e ry  d e f in ite ly  p re d o m in a te s  o r
• 5
u n le s s  the in d iv id u a l is  a c c e p te d  in  the  c o m m u n ity  a s  an  In d ian . It is  
re c o g n iz e d  th a t  due to  m is c e g e n a tio n  th e r e  a r e  m a n y  in d iv id u a ls  of 
m ix e d  r a c ia l  s to c k s , c la s s e d  a s  N eg ro  in  L o u is ia n a 's  p o p u la tio n , who 
a re  r a c ia l ly  m o re  w hite  th a n  N e g ro id . ^ B e c a u se  o f th is  a d ­
m ix tu re , th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f the  N e g ro  g ro u p  in  th e  p o p u la tio n  is
^ S m ith  and  H itt. T he P e o p le  o f L o u is ia n a , p. 35.
3 A31*1-
^ f t 1*1- » P- 46.
5 U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950. B u lle tin  P .—B 18, 
L o u is ia n a  G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  p . v i.
^ S m ith  and  H itt , The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a , pp . 3 3 -3 4 .
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so m ew h a t e r ro n e o u s ly  e m p h a s iz e d . I t  m u s t be re c o g n iz e d , h o w e v er,
th a t  i t  w ould be p r a c t ic a l ly  im p o ss ib le  to  s e p a ra te  ou t the r e la t iv e ly
p u re  N e g ro id  s to c k .
S ince 1820, w h ich  w as the tim e  o f the f i r s t  U nited  S ta te s
C en su s  o f L o u is ia n a 's  p o p u la tio n , the  p ro p o r t io n  o f N e g ro e s  h a s  show n
7
a  c o n s is te n t  d e c lin e . The sam e  re la t iv e  d e c re a s e  in  im p o r ta n c e  of 
the  N e g ro  g ro u p  i s  n o ted  in  the  u rb a n  c e n te r s .  In  B a to n  R ouge, the
g
N e g ro e s  c o m p r is e d  58. 5 p e r  c e n t of the  p o p u la tio n  in  1900, 39. 3
p e r  c e n t in  1920; 33 . 5 p e r  c e n t in  1940; and  o n ly  28. 0 p e r  c e n t in  
1950. (T ab le  IV) S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  c o n s is te d  of 5 3 .3  p e r  c e n t 
in  1900;^ 3 9 .9  p e r  c e n t in  1920; 3 6 .6  p e r  c e n t in  1940; an d  33. 1 p e r  
c e n t in  1950. The lo s s  in  re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of th is  r a c e  w as l e s s  
r a p id  in  S h re v e p o r t  th a n  in  B a to n  R ouge b u t i t  w as e q u a lly  c o n s is te n t .
In  1900 B a to n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  w as m o re  p re d o m in a n tly  
N eg ro  th a n  w as th a t  of S h re v e p o r t , w ith  a  p e rc e n ta g e  of 58. 5 a s  c o n ­
t r a s t e d  w ith  53. 3 p e r  c e n t in  the n o r th  L o u is ia n a  c ity . B y  1920, the 
r e la t iv e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f th is  r a c e  w e re  a lm o s t  id e n tic a l  in  the  tw o
7 I b i d . , p . 34.
® N e g ro  P o p u la tio n  in  the  U nited  S ta te s : 1790-1915 
(W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice - 1918) p . 98, 
T ab le  12.
 ̂ Ibid*» P» 93, Table 10.
c i t ie s ,  b e in g  39. 3 p e r  c e n t fo r  B a to n  R ouge an d  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  (39. 6 
p e r  cen t) fo r  S h re v e p o r t . F r o m  th is  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  of 
N e g ro e s  in  1920 S h r e v e p o r t’s p ro p o r tio n  of n onw hites  h a s  p e r s i s t e d  an d  
co n tin u es  to  be l a r g e r  th an  th a t  in  the  C ap ita l C ity . In  1940, B a to n  
R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  c o n ta in ed  3 3 .5  p e r  c e n t N e g ro e s  w hile  S h re v e p o r t  
co u n ted  36. 6 in  the  sam e  c a te g o ry . A nd in  1950 the  c o m p a ra tiv e  p r o ­
p o r tio n s  w e re  33. 1 p e r  c e n t N e g ro e s  in  S h re v e p o r t  and  on ly  28. 0 p e r  c e n t 
in  B a to n  R ouge. T h u s , in  1900, the  p ro p o r tio n  of N e g ro e s  in  B a to n  Rouge 
c o n s ti tu te d  c o n s id e ra b ly  m o re  th a n  the  sa m e  r a c e  in  S h re v e p o r t , b u t by  
1950 th e  r e la t iv e  p o s itio n s  w e re  r e v e r s e d  and  S h r e v e p o r t 's  N eg ro  
s e g m e n t a c c o u n te d  fo r  5. 1 m o re  p e rc e n ta g e  p o in ts  of h e r  p o p u la tio n  th an  
d id  the  N e g ro e s  o f B a to n  R ouge. In sp ite  of the d if fe re n t  r a te s  of ch an g e , 
i t  is  c le a r  th a t  the  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n  in  b o th  of th e se  u rb a n  c e n te r s  is  c o n ­
s is te n t ly  d e c lin in g  in  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  w ith  e a c h  d e c e n n ia l c e n su s .
(See F ig u re  18 an d  T ab le  VII). T h is  f a c t  m a y  be p a r t ia l ly  a ttr ib u ta b le  
to  the  d if f e r e n tia ls  in  m o r ta l i ty  an d  life  e x p e c ta n c y  b e tw een  th e  w hite 
and  nonw hite  a g g re g a te s ;  H o w ev e r, i t  is  v e ry  l ik e ly  m o re  la r g e ly  a  
r e s u l t  of h e a v ie r  w hite  th a n  N eg ro  in -m ig ra t io n  to  c i t ie s  an d  to  the  
m ig ra t io n  o f the  N e g ro e s  o u t of the  S ou th .
R u r a l - u r b a n  D if fe re n tia ls
W ith f u r th e r  r e f e re n c e  to  T ab le  III i t  is  d is c o v e re d  th a t  the  r u r a l -  
f a r m  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a  c o n ta in s  a  lo w e r  p ro p o r t io n  of n a tiv e  w h ites
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TA B LE VH
N U M BER AND PE R C E N T A G E  D ECREA SE IN  NEGRO PO PU L A TIO N S, 
BATON ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T : 1910-1930*
N eg ro P o p u la tio n
N um ber
P e r  C en t of 
T o ta l P o p u la tio n
A re a 1930 1920 1910 1930 1920 1910
B ato n  Rouge 10 ,675 8 ,5 6 0 7 ,8 9 9 3 4 .7 3 9 .3  5 3 .0
S h re v e p o r t 27 ,219 17,485 13,896 3 5 .5 3 9 .9  4 9 .6
* S o u rce : N e g ro es  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s : 1920-1932 (W ashing ton :
U nited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1935) p . 55, 
T ab le  10.
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an d  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  of N e g ro e s  th a n  e i th e r  o f the  u rb a n  c e n te r s .
T h is  co n d itio n  is  n o t u n e x p ec te d  s in c e  N e g ro e s  te n d  to  r e m a in  ro o te d  
in  th e  r u r a l  s e c tio n s  o f the  South . T h ey  have n o t m ig r a te d  to  c i t ie s  
f ro m  r u r a l  a r e a s  in  r e la t iv e ly  a s  g r e a t  n u m b e rs  a s  th e  r u r a l  w h ite s  do, 
n o r  do th e y  m ig ra te  ou t of the re g io n  so  f r e q u e n tly  a s  the u rb a n  m e m b e rs  
o f th e i r  r a c ia l  g ro u p . The f ig u re s  in  T ab le  IV  w ill fu r th e r  c o n f irm  the  
f a c t  th a t  the  dow nw ard  t r e n d  in  the  p ro p o r t io n  of N e g ro es  in  the  p o p u ­
la t io n  is  l e s s  r a p id  in  th e  r u r a l - f a r m  a r e a  of L o u is ia n a  th a n  in  B a to n  
R ouge o r  S h re v e p o r t .  A m ong th e se  th re e  p o p u la tio n s , the  r e la t iv e  in ­
c r e a s e  o f n a tiv e  w h ite s  an d  d e c r e a s e  o f N e g ro e s  s in c e  1910 is  m o s t  
n o tab le  in  B a to n  R ouge, w ith  S h re v e p o r t  show ing a  s l ig h tly  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  
m a n ife s ta t io n  o f th is  t r e n d ,  and  the  r u r a l - f a r m  a r e a  chang ing  the  
s lo w e s t of a ll .
G e n e ra l  C o n c lu sio n s
The ra c e  and  n a tiv i ty  c o m p o s itio n  of B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  e x h ib its  co m m o n  t r e n d s  to w a rd  in c re a s in g  p ro p o r tio n s  of 
n a tiv e  w h ite s ; d e c r e a s in g  of th e  fo re ig n -b o rn  to  the  le v e l  of in s ig n if i ­
c an c e ; an d  a  d e c lin in g  p e rc e n ta g e  of N e g ro e s  in  the  p o p u la tio n . B o th
S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 18.
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th e  fo re ig n -b o rn  and  the  N e g ro e s  have  b e e n  le s s e n in g  in  r e la t iv e  i m ­
p o r ta n c e  s in c e  1910. B a to n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  in  1950 in c lu d ed  th e  
h ig h e r  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r o f n a tiv e  w h ites  an d  the  lo w e r  p ro p o r tio n  o f 
N e g ro e s . S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  r e v e a le d  the  sa m e  r e la t iv e  in ­
f lu e n c e s , a lth o u g h  the change w as o c c u r r in g  l e s s  ra p id ly .
B o th  c i t ie s  r e f le c t  th e  ty p ic a l p o p u la tio n  p a tte rn s  of u rb a n  
c e n te r s  in  the  South , w ith  th e  n a tiv e  w h ite s  co n s titu tin g  b y  f a r  th e  m o s t  
im p o r ta n t  g ro u p , a  s ig n if ic a n t p ro p o r tio n  of N e g ro e s , and  fo re ig n -b o rn  
p e r s o n s  acco u n tin g  fo r  a  v e ry  s m a l l  n u m b e r an d  r e la t iv e ly  in s ig n if ic a n t 
p ro p o r t io n  of the to ta l  p o p u la tio n .
CH A PTER VI
AGE CO M POSITIO N
The d a ta  r e la t iv e  to  the  age s t r u c tu r e  of a  p o p u la tio n  a re  
am ong  the m o s t  u se fu l in fo rm a tio n  a t  the  d is p o sa l o f the  d e m o g ra p h e r . 
T h ey  a re  p e r t in e n t  a lik e  to  s p e c ia l is ts  and  n o n s p e c ia l is ts .  A m ong the  
m a n y  g ro u p s  who fin d  v ita l  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  a c c u ra te  in fo rm a tio n  on 
age d is tr ib u tio n  a re  g o v e rn m e n ta l b u re a u s ,  e d u c a tio n a l and  m i l i t a r y  
p lan n in g  b o a rd s ,  w e lfa re  and  h e a lth  o rg a n iz a tio n s , and  e m p lo y e rs .
The age s t r u c tu r e  of a  co m m u n ity  in flu en c es  th e  r e q u ire m e n ts  fo r  
sp e c if ic  k in d s  of m e d ic a l s e r v ic e s ,  and  fo r  r e c r e a t io n a l  an d  o th e r  
co m m u n ity  f a c i l i t ie s .  Age in  so m e  m a n n e r  c o n d itio n s  a l l  p h a se s  of 
s o c ia l  l i f e .  *
In r e c e n t  y e a r s  th e re  h a s  b e e n  a  g row ing  a w a re n e s s  o f the  
s o c ia l  im p lic a tio n s  o f tw o e m e rg in g  phen o m en a : the  in c r e a s e  in  the 
b i r th  r a te  and  the  ex ten d e d  life  e x p e c ta n c y  fo r  the  g e n e r a l  p o p u la tio n . 
E a c h  o f th e se  f a c to r s  h a s  s e rv e d  to  in c re a s e  th e  p ro p o r tio n a te  n u m ­
b e r s  in  s p e c if ic  age g ro u p s  and  th u s  h a s  s ig n if ic a n tly  m o d if ied  the  
p y ra m id a l  o u tlin e s  of th e  age s t r u c tu r e .  The r e s u l t in g  in c r e a s e  in
* S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 88.
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the  n u m b e rs  am ong  the  d ep en d en t a g e s  p ro d u c e s  s o c ia l  an d  eco n o m ic  
c o n se q u e n ce s  w hich  a re  im p o r ta n t  to  the  e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n . The age 
c o m p o s itio n  is  a lso  r e la te d  to  o th e r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of the  p o p u la tio n  
su ch  a s  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s ,  f e r t i l i ty ,  an d  m o r ta l i ty .  The a c c u ra c y  of age 
d a ta  i s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  e x tre m e ly  im p o r ta n t  to  depen d ab le  p o p u la tio n  
a n a ly s is .  ^
The D a ta
In th is  a n a ly s is  the  d a ta  p e r ta in in g  to  age c o m p o sitio n  w ere  
o b ta in e d  e n t i r e ly  f ro m  the  fe d e ra l  C en su s  p u b lic a tio n s . The c en su s  
d a ta  c o n c e rn in g  age have b e e n  su b je c t to  v a r io u s  in a c c u ra c ie s  w hich  
m ak e  d iff ic u lt the  ta s k  of r e l ia b le  a n a ly s is . S m ith  and  H itt  have 
p o in ted  o u t th a t  e r r o r s  in  c e n su s  r e p o r t in g  have  o c c u r r e d  m o s t  o ften  
in  the  ag es  end ing  w ith  0 an d  th o se  end ing  w ith  5, w ith  an  e x c e s s  r e ­
p o r te d  in  th o se  a g es  an d  the  e v e n  ag es  and  w ith  o m is s io n s  in  the  coun t 
am ong  the  a g e s  u n d e r one y e a r .
A c co rd in g  to  the  1950 C e n su s , a  c o m p a r iso n  of age d i s t r i ­
b u tio n s , b a s e d  on f ig u re s  f ro m  the  1940 an d  1950 C en su s  r e p o r t s ,  in ­
d ic a te s  th a t  m is re p o r t in g  s t i l l  o c c u r s .  In  ad d itio n  to  the  c h a r a c te r i s t i c
2
S m ith  an d  H itt, The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a , p . 50. 
3 Ib id .
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e r r o r s  m e n tio n e d  ab o v e , in  the  1950 C en su s  th e re  a p p e a rs  to  be  an  
u n d e re n u m e ra tio n  of c h ild re n  u n d e r five and  of p e rs o n s  in  the  age 
ra n g e  55 to  64 y e a r s ,  w ith  an  e x c e s s  r e p o r te d  in  the  a g es  o v e r  65.
T ypes of M e a su re m e n t
F o u r  ty p es  o f m e a s u r e s  a r e  g e n e ra l ly  em p lo y ed  fo r  the 
a n a ly s is  of age d a ta . T h e se  a re  the m e d ia n  age of the a g g re g a te , the 
a g e - s e x  p y ra m id , in d ex  n u m b e rs , an d  the  d ep en d en cy  ra t io .
The m e d ia n  age o f a  g ro u p  of peop le  show s the  d is tr ib u tio n  
of a g e s  in  a  l im ite d  b u t u se fu l m a n n e r . I t  is  the  m id d le  age of th e  
a g g re g a te , o r  the  age a t  w hich  th e re  a r e  e q u a l n u m b e rs  o ld e r  and  
y o u n g e r. T h is  in d e x  is  m o re  m ean in g fu l th an  th e  m e a n  o r  a v e ra g e  
age w ould be b e c a u se  i t  is  n o t in flu en c ed  b y  e x tr e m e s  a t  e i th e r  end  
of th e  age sp an . T h is  ad v an tag e  b e c o m e s  a p p a re n t w hen in a c c u ra te  
r e p o r t in g  h a s  o c c u r r e d  in  th e se  e x tre m e  a g e s , a s  h a s  f re q u e n tly  b e en  
th e  c a s e .
The a g e - s e x  p y ra m id , a  com m on  dev ice  in  po p u la tio n  
a n a ly s i s , show s g ra p h ic a l ly  the  p ro p o r tio n s  in  the  co n v en tio n a l age 
g ro u p in g s  in  the p o p u la tio n  a c c o rd in g  to  s e x , w ith  the  lo w e s t g ro u p ,
4
U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950. B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p . VII.
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ag ed  0 to  4 y e a r s  fo rm in g  the  b a se  of the  p y ra m id . The v e r t ic a l  s c a le  
is  u s e d  fo r  the  p e rc e n ta g e s  r e p re s e n t in g  the  a sc e n d in g  age c la s s e s  
and  the  le n g th  o f e a c h  b a r  i s  d e te rm in e d  b y  the  p e rc e n ta g e  of the  
p o p u la tio n  c o n s ti tu te d  b y  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  age c a te g o ry , w ith  the  m a le s  
to  the l e f t  o f the  d iv id in g  c e n te r  lin e  and  th e  fe m a le s  to  the  r ig h t .  The 
dev ice  is  s im p le , c l e a r ly  u n d e rs to o d  a t  a  g la n c e , and  i t  e f fe c t iv e ly  
p o in ts  up the  d if fe re n c e s  in  the age d is tr ib u tio n  o f a  g ro u p . S ince 
the  a g e - s e x  d is tr ib u tio n  c o v e rs  m o re  th an  fo u r - f if th s  of a  c e n tu ry  of 
tim e  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  see  r e f le c te d  in  the  c o n to u rs  of th is  p y ra m id  
the  e f fe c ts  o f v a r io u s  s o c ia l  p r o c e s s e s .  S uch  in f lu e n c e s  a s  ch an g es  
in  b i r th  an d  m o r ta l i ty  r a t e s ,  m ig ra t io n , w a rs  an d  e p id e m ic s  a l l  le a v e  
th e i r  im p r in t  in  g ra p h ic  fa sh io n  h e r e .
T . L y n n  S m ith  h a s  d e v ise d  a  u se fu l m e a n s  o f e x am in in g  v a r i a ­
tio n s  in  th e  age d a ta  w hich  he c a l l s  the  a p p lic a tio n  o f in d e x  n u m b e rs .
He p o in ts  o u t th a t  d if f e re n c e s  in  p e rc e n ta g e  a s  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  a g e -  
s e x  p y ra m id  m a y  a p p e a r  to  be in s ig n if ic a n t w hen th e y  a c tu a lly  a r e  of 
s u b s ta n tia l  im p o r ta n c e . T h is  is  e s p e c ia l ly  t ru e  w hen la rg e  n u m b e rs  
of peo p le  a r e  b e in g  c o n s id e re d . To u se  th is  m e th o d  in d e x es  a r e  c o m ­
p u ted , b a s e d  on p e rc e n ta g e s ,  to  r e p r e s e n t  e a c h  age g ro u p  in  r e la t io n  
to  c o rre sp o n d in g  g ro u p s  in  a  p o p u la tio n  a r b i t r a r i l y  c h o se n  a s  the
5
S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 103.
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n o rm . F o r  an y  s e le c te d  a g g re g a te  the  in d ex  n u m b e r o f a  g iv en  age 
c la s s  i s  d e te rm in e d  b y  d iv id ing  the  p e rc e n ta g e  o f p e rs o n s  in  th a t  
c la s s  b y  the  p e rc e n ta g e  of p e rs o n s  in  the  c o rre sp o n d in g  age c la s s  
o f the  n o rm  p o p u la tio n  and  m u ltip ly in g  the  q u o tien t b y  100. F o r  e x ­
a m p le , we m a y  s e le c t  a s  a  b a se  the U n ited  S ta te s  p o p u la tio n  fo r  1950. 
Of th is  p o p u la tio n , 10. 7 p e r  c e n t a re  u n d e r  five  y e a r s  of a g e . The 
c o rre sp o n d in g  p e r  c e n t fo r  B a to n  R ouge is  1 2 .9 . The in d ex  n u m b e r 
fo r  th a t  age c la s s  w ould th e n  be 121, in d ic a tin g  th a t  i f  th e se  tw o 
g ro u p s  w e re  e q u a l in  s iz e  b u t e a c h  w ith  i t s  un ique age p ro f i le ,  th e re  
w ould  be 121 p e rs o n s  u n d e r five  y e a r s  of age in  B a to n  R ouge fo r  e v e ry  
100 p e rs o n s  o f th a t  age in  the  U n ited  S ta te s .  The c o rre sp o n d in g  p e r ­
cen tag e  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  in  the  a g e s  u n d e r  five fo r  1950 is  1 1 .6  an d  the 
in d e x  n u m b e r fo r  th a t  c a te g o ry  is  108. The ad v an tag e  o f u s in g  in d ex  
n u m b e rs  b e c o m e s  im m e d ia te ly  e v id e n t b e c a u se  the  f ig u re s  121 and 
108 su g g e s t a  w id e r  v a r ia t io n  b e tw een  th e s e  age g ro u p s  in  the  tw o 
c i t ie s  th a n  d o es  the  r e la t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e  d if fe re n c e  o f 12 .9  an d  11. 6 
a s  in d ic a te d  on the  a g e - s e x  p y ra m id . A  c u rv e  m a y  be p lo tte d  w ith  
in d e x  n u m b e rs  on the  v e r t ic a l  a x is  an d  age on the  h o r iz o n ta l  a x is .
The d ep en d en cy  r a t io  i s  s im p ly  the  r a t io  o f the  d ep en d en ts  
in  a  p o p u la tio n  to  the  p ro d u c e r s .  ^ The p e r s o n s  u n d e r 15 y e a r s  of
^ T h is  in d ex  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  b y  m a n y  w r i te r s  b u t to  H o m er L . 
H itt  g o es  the  c r e d i t  fo r  f i r s t  u se  o f the  t e r m  "d ep en d en cy  r a t io "  in  the  
p u b lic a tio n  b y  H o m er L . H itt  an d  A lv in  B e r t r a n d ,  The S o c ia l A sp e c ts  
o f H o sp ita l P la n n in g  in  L o u is ia n a  (H e a lth  an d  H o sp ita l D iv is io n , O ffice 
o f the  G o v e rn o r: B a to n  R o u g e, L o u is ia n a , A u g u st, 1947), p . 62.
105
age and  o v e r 64 a re  d ep en d en t, a s  a  ru le ,  upon th o se  in  the  p ro d u c tiv e
y e a r s  w hich  fa l l  b e tw een  th e se  tw o e x tr e m e s .  S m ith  fin d s  th a t, " in
1950 the  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  of the  U n ited  S ta te s  c o n ta in ed  on ly  486
p e rs o n s  in  th e se  d ep en d en t a g e s  fo r  e v e r y  1000 p e rs o n s  b e tw een  the
a g es  of f if te e n  and  s ix ty - fo u r , in c lu s iv e ; w hile in  the  r u r a l  fa rm
n
p o p u la tio n  the  c o rre sp o n d in g  r a t io  w as 688 to  1000. " H ille ry , a ls o , 
h a s  g iv en  c o n s id e ra b le  a tte n tio n  to  th is  m e an s  of m e a s u re m e n t  in  h is  
u n p u b lish ed  docto rc il d is s e r ta t io n .  He e m p h a s iz e s  the  u se fu ln e s s  of 
the  dev ice  n o t on ly  in  d e te rm in in g  the  p o te n tia l p ro d u c tiv e  s tre n g th  
o f a  p o p u la tio n , b u t a s  a  m e a s u re  o f " s o c ia l ly  m ean in g fu l age c a te -
O
g o r ie s "  su ch  a s  c h ild re n , a d u lts  an d  aged .
B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t
M ed ian  Age
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . In T ab le  V M  a re  p re s e n te d  the m e d ia n  
a g e s  of the  p o p u la tio n s  of L o u is ia n a , B ato n  R ouge, and  S h re v e p o r t , 
b y  s e x , r a c e ,  and  n a tiv ity . I t w ill be n o ted  th a t  in  a l l  c la s s e s  and  in  
b o th  s e x e s  B a to n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  i s  y o u n g er them th a t  o f S h re v e p o r t  
o r  th a t  of the b ro a d e r  p o p u la tio n  o f.th e  s ta te .  I ts  m e d ia n  age of 26. 3
^ T . L ynn  S m ith , The S o c io logy  of R u ra l  L ife  (N ew  Y ork: 
H a rp e r  and  B r o th e r s ,  1953) p . 80.
Q
G eo rg e  A . H il le ry , The N e g ro  in  N ew  O rle a n s : A  
D e m o g ra p h ic  A n a ly s is  (U n p u b lish ed  d o c to ra l  d is s e r ta t io n ,  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , B a to n  R ouge, 1954) p . 40.
TABLE Y in
M EDIAN AGES O F  THE PO P U L A T IO N  BY S E X , R A C E , AND N A TIV ITY , B A TO N  RO U G E,
S H R E V E PO R T , AND LOUISIANA: 1950*
A ll C la s s e s N ative  W hite F o r e ig n - b o rn  W hite N eg ro
A re a T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le
B a to n  R ouge 2 6 .3 26. 1 2 6 .5 2 6 .4 2 6 .3 2 6 .5 4 6 .4  4 8 .6 4 3 .3 2 5 .8 2 5 .2 2 6 .2
S h re v e p o r t 2 8 .5 2 8 .0 2 8 .9 29. 6 2 9 .2 3 0 .0 5 1 .7  5 3 .7 4 9 .7 2 5 .5 2 4 .2 2 6 .4
L o u is ia n a 26. 6 2 6 .1 2 7 .0 2 7 .5 2 7 .1 2 7 .9 5 4 .2  5 5 .8 5 2 .0 2 3 .7 2 2 .8 2 4 .4
♦ S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  
(W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p p . 122, 123, T ab le  53.
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i s  2 .2  y e a r s  l e s s  th an  S h r e v e p o r t 's  2 8 .5  y e a r s ,  b u t on ly  s l ig h tly  l e s s  
th a n  L o u is ia n a 's  26. 6 y e a r s .  T h is  s u g g e s ts  th a t  B a to n  R ouge is  
d raw in g  young p e o p le , b o th  m a le  an d  fe m a le , f ro m  the  r u r a l  a r e a s  
in  g r e a te r  n u m b e rs  th a n  S h re v e p o r t . T h is  su p p o sitio n  is  re in fo rc e d  
b y  the  a g e - s e x  p ro f ile  w h ich  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  
o f peop le  b e tw ee n  the  ag es  o f 20 and  30 y e a r s  r e s id e  in  B a to n  Rouge 
th an  in  S h re v e p o r t . In b o th  c i t ie s  the  m a le  a g g re g a te  is  y o u n g er th an  
the  fe m a le , b u t th is  d iffe re n c e  is  m o re  p ro n o u n ced  in  S h re v e p o r t .
N ative  W h ites . A m ong n a tiv e  w h ites  the  g r e a te r  y o u th fu l­
n e s s  o f B a to n  R o u g e 's  peop le  is  f u r th e r  e m p h a s iz e d . The lo w  m e d ia n  
age of 2 6 .4  y e a r s  i s  p r a c t ic a l ly  the  sam e  fo r  b o th  s e x e s  an d  c o n ­
t r a s t s  s h a rp ly  w ith  S h r e v e p o r t 's  m e d ia n  age of 29. 6 y e a r s ,  in d ic a tin g  
a  d if f e re n tia l  of m o re  th an  th re e  y e a r s .  S h r e v e p o r t 's  fe m a le  p o p u la ­
tio n  is  r e la t iv e ly  o ld e r  th an  m a le s  in  h e r  own u rb a n  a r e a ,  an d  d i s ­
t in c tly  o ld e r  th an  th o se  in  B a to n  R ouge. L o u is ia n a 's  m e d ia n  age 
ra n g e s  b e tw een  th a t  of the  tw o c i t i e s ,  w h ich  w ould  s e e m  to  su g g e s t 
the  g r e a te r  r e la t iv e  a t t r a c t io n  of B a to n  Rouge fo r  peop le  in  the  p r o ­
d u c tiv e  a g e s .
F o r e ig n - b o rn  W h ite s . A m ong the  fo re ig n -b o rn  w hite  g ro u p , 
w h ich  i s  o f n eg lig ib le  im p o r ta n c e  to  th is  a n a ly s is  b e c a u se  i t  i s  r e l a ­
t iv e ly  v e ry  s m a l l ,  th e re  is  a  h ig h  m e d ia n  a g e . The m e d ia n  age of th is  
g ro u p  in  B a to n  R ouge is  4 6 .4  y e a r s  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  51. 7 y e a r s  fo r
S h re v e p o r t . The m e d ia n  age of the  fo re ig n -b o rn  in  the  s ta te  a s  a  
w hole is  54. 2 y e a r s ,  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  of e i th e r  c ity . In  c o n t r a s t  to  
th e  n a tiv e  w h ite  g ro u p  the  fe m a le s  in  th is  a g g re g a te  a r e  c o n s id e ra b ly  
y o u n g e r th a n  the  m a le s .  The fo re ig n - b o rn  fe m a le s  have  a  m e d ia n  
age of 43 . 3 a s  c o n tr a s te d  w ith  48 . 6 fo r  m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge, and  
49 . 7 a s  c q m p a re d  w ith  5 1 .7  fo r  m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t . P o s s ib ly  th is  
i s  in  p a r t  a  r e s u l t  o f the  te n d e n c y  fo r  m a le s  to  be d o m in an t am ong  the
9
e a r l i e s t  m ig r a n ts .
N e g ro e s . A m ong the  N e g ro e s , an  in te r e s t in g  re v e rs e d  of 
the  p a t te r n  p re v a il in g  in  the  o th e r  g ro u p s  is  found . The m e d ia n  age 
of N e g ro e s  is  lo w e s t of a l l  fo r  the  s ta t e ,  a t  23. 7 y e a r s .  A lso , 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  m e d ia n  fa l ls  s l ig h tly  b e lo w  th a t  of B a to n  R ouge, w ith  
the  m e d ia n  a g es  b e in g  2 5 .5  fo r  the  f o r m e r  and  2 5 .8  fo r  the  l a t t e r .  In 
a l l  th r e e  a r e a s ,  h o w e v e r, f e m a le s  have a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  m e d ia n  age 
th a n  m a le s ,  th e  d if fe re n c e  b e in g  l e s s  m a rk e d  in  the  tw o c i t ie s  th a n  
in  L o u is ia n a 's  p o p u la tio n . The p h en o m en o n  of a  y o u n g e r p o p u la tio n  
am ong  N e g ro e s  th a n  am ong  w h ite s  m ig h t be a t tr ib u ta b le  to  the  h ig h e r  
m o r ta l i ty  r a t e s  an d  lo w e r  life  e x p e c ta n c y  of N e g ro e s . *** The h ig h e r  
f e r t i l i ty  of N e g ro e s , l a t e r  t r e a te d  in  th is  a n a ly s is ,  w ould  c o n tr ib u te  
to  th is  d if f e re n tia l .
9
S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , pp . 146-148 .
S m ith  and  H itt , The P e o p le  o f L o u is ia n a , p . 71.
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T he A ge -S ex  P y r a m id
In g e n e r a l ,  th e  age d is t r ib u t io n  o f the  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  6 f the
U n ited  S ta te s  c o n s is te n tly  e x h ib its  c e r ta in  n o tab le  f e a tu r e s ,  a s  do
the  o th e r  r e s id e n t ia l  c a te g o r ie s .  The r u r a l - f a r m  c a te g o ry  h a s  an
abundance  o f c h ild re n , a  low  p ro p o r tio n  o f p e r s o n s  in  th e  w ork ing
a g e s ,  an d  a  d e fic ie n c y  of o ld s te r s .  The ru r a l - n o n f a r m  p o p u la tio n  is
c o m p o se d  of s lig h tly  m o re  th an  a v e ra g e  p ro p o r tio n s  o f c h ild re n  u n d e r
15, a  d e f ic i t  in  the  p e rs o n s  a g ed  15 to  60 y e a r s ,  and  an  e x c e s s  o f
th o se  o ld e r  th a n  60 y e a r s .  ** In c o n t r a s t  to  the  d is tr ib u tio n  in  r u r a l
a r e a s ,  the  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  is  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  a  r e la t iv e  s c a r c i ty
o f c h ild re n  and  ag ed  p e r s o n s  and  b y  a  g r e a t  c o n c e n tra tio n  in  the 
12p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s . The tw o c i t ie s  u n d e r c o n s id e ra t io n  in  th is  s tu d y  
fo llo w  th is  b a s ic  p a t te r n ,  b u t w ith  c e r ta in  in te re s t in g  d iv e rg e n c ie s .
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . A cco rd in g  to  F ig u re  19, th e re  a r e  r e l a ­
t iv e ly  m o re  c h ild re n  u n d e r  5 in  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  Rouge 
th a n  in  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t ,  th e  re s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  b e in g  12 .9  and  
1 1 .6 . T h is  is  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  g r e a te r  n u m b e r o f peop le  in  B a to n  
R ouge to  be found  in  the  c h ild  p ro d u c in g  a g es  o f 20 to  45 y e a r s .  It 
c an  be n o te d  th a t  th e re  i s  a  d e fin ite  sw e ll in  the  co n to u r o f the  p y ra m id  
d u rin g  th e s e  a g e s , p a r t i c u la r ly  fo r  the  in d u s t r ia l  c ity  o f B a to n  R ouge.
11 S m ith , op. c i t .  , pp . 106-107 .
12 S m ith  and  H itt , T he P e o p le  o f L o u is ia n a , p . 56.
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B a t o n  Routo-
Y//A S h r e v e p o r t
6 5 - 1 3 2
P e r  Ci-nt  Mal e
1 0 1 2 3 - 1 5  6
Pi- r  Ce n t  F e m a l e
F i g u r e  19. A f j e - se x  p y r a m i i l  f o r  to t a l  p o pu la t i on .  B a to n  Ro u ^ e  anil 
S h r e v e p o r t :  1950.
( S o u r c e : .Un i t e p  S t a t e s  Ce n s u s  of Po p u i a t i o h ; i
I l l
The in c r e a s e d  p ro p o r tio n  in  th is  age g ro u p  is  e v id en t in  S h re v e p o r t  
a s  w e ll. The g r e a te s t  d iffe re n c e  is  found in  the  ag es  b e tw een  20 and 
30 y e a r s ,  B a to n  R ouge hav ing  1 0 .4  p e r  c e n t o f i ts  p o p u la tio n  in  the  
a g e s  of 20 to  25 y e a r s  a s  o p p o sed  to  9*4 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o rt;  and  
1 1 .4  p e r  c e n t in  the  age g ro u p  25 to  30 in  c o n tr a s t  to  o n ly  9 . 4 p e r  c en t 
in  th is  sam e  c la s s  fo r  S h re v e p o r t .  T h e se  d if fe re n c e s  m a y b e  e x ­
p la in e d  in  t e r m s  o f the  r e c e n t  ra p id  in d u s tr ia l  g ro w th  of B a to n  R ouge, 
a t t r a c t in g  r e la t iv e ly  la rg e  n u m b e rs  of young peop le  f ro m  o u ts id e  the 
c ity , w hile S h re v e p o r t  h a s  dep en d ed  m o re  upon n a tu ra l  in c re a s e  fo r  
h e r  p o p u la tio n  g ro w th , and  th u s  p r e s e n ts  the  m o re  co n v en tio n a l p a t te rn  
in  the  shape  o f the  p y ra m id .
The n a rro w in g  of the  p y ra m id  a t  the  a g es  b e tw een  10 and  20 
y e a r s ,  in d ic a te s  the  low  b ir th  r a te  w hich  b e ca m e  e s p e c ia l ly  m a rk e d  
d u rin g  the  d e p re s s io n  p e r io d  of the tw e n tie s  an d  th i r t i e s  an d  co n tin u ed  
in to  the  f o r t i e s .  T h is  w as a  g e n e ra l  t r e n d ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  u rb a n  
c e n te r s ,  and  i t  is  e v id e n t in  b o th  c i t i e s .  I t i s  m o re  p ro n o u n ced  in  
S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  B a to n  R ouge, p e rh a p s  b e c a u se  a t  th a t  tim e  B ato n  
R ouge w as m u c h  l e s s  u rb a n  in  c h a r a c te r .
The p y ra m id  p re s e n ts  the  u su a l p a t te rn  of g ra d u a lly  d e c r e a s ­
ing  b re a d th  a f te r  the  bu lge  b e tw een  ag es  20 an d  30 y e a r s .  T h is  l a t t e r  
i s  l ik e ly  the  r e s u l t  of the a t t r a c t io n  to  the  c i t ie s  of r u r a l  r e s id e n ts ,  a  
co m m o n  phen o m en o n  d u rin g  the  p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s . A gain  th is  e x p an s io n
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betw een, a g e s  20 and  30 y e a r s  is  l e s s  n o tic e ab le  in  the  c a se  of 
S h re v e p o r t , p e rh a p s  fo r  eco n o m ic  r e a s o n s  p o in ted  ou t ab o v e , and  
lik e w ise  the  d e c re a s e  i s  l e s s  p re c ip i ta te .
B eg in n in g  w ith  age 45 y e a r s  an d  con tinu ing  up the  age la d d e r  
S h r e v e p o r t 's  p y ra m id  is  b r o a d e r ,  in d ic a tin g  a  m o re  d e fin ite  p r e ­
d om in an ce  o f the  ag ed  in  the  p o p u la tio n  of th a t  c ity . T h is  d iffe re n c e  
is  p a r t ly  a t tr ib u ta b le  to  the  o c cu p a tio n a l p a t te rn s  of the  tw o a r e a s .  
B ato n  R ouge show s a  p re d o m in a n c e  of peop le  in  the  p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s , 
20 to  45 y e a r s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  of m a le s ,  and  e x c e e d s  S h re v e p o r t 's  p e r ­
cen tag e  in  b o th  s e x e s . T h is  fa c t  is  u s u a lly  e v id en t in  in d u s tr ia l  a r e a s  
and  c e n te r s  of r a p id  g ro w th  su ch  a s  B a to n  R ouge. S h re v e p o r t , on the  
o th e r  han d , h a s  b e en  d evelop ing  s lo w ly  b u t s te a d i ly  a s  a  t r a d e - c e n te r ,  
w ith  m u c h  f a rm  la n d  in  the su rro u n d in g  t e r r i t o r y .  The jo b s  a r e  m o re  
la r g e ly  o f the  w h ite -c o l la r  v a r ie ty  an d  do n o t a t t r a c t  a s  m an y  u n ­
s k il le d  an d  m a n u a l l a b o r e r s  f ro m  r u r a l  s e c t io n s .  C o n s is te n t w ith  
th is  co n d itio n  is  th e  g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  in  the  l a t t e r  c i ty  of the  ag ing  
c a te g o ry . S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  s ta b le  p o p u la tio n  on the  
w hole , w ith  the  age g ro u p s  ten d in g  m o re  to  m ove n o rm a lly  up the  tim e  
la d d e r ,  in flu en c ed  so m ew h a t l e s s  b y  m ig ra t io n  o r  f a c to r s  o th e r  th an  
g ra d u a lly  in c re a s in g  life  esq jec tan cy , w h ich  h a s  s e r v e d  to  w iden the  
top  of the  a g e - s e x  p y ra m id .
N ative  W h ites . E x a m in a tio n  of F ig u re  20, show ing the  age
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F i g u r e  20. A g e - s e x  p y r a m i d  fo r - the  n a t ive  whi te  p op u la t io n ,  B a to n  Rouge  
a nd  S h r e v e p o r t :  1950.
( S o u r c e : U n i t e d .  & U IL 2 . Ce n su s  s l  f O ' W . T  1-2.4!
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c la s s e s  am ong  n a tiv e  w h ite s  in  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t , r e v e a ls  
the  s t r e n g th  of B k ton  R o u g e 's  p ro d u c tiv e  p o te n tia l and  s u g g e s ts  the 
e x p la n a tio n  fo r  the lo w  m e d ia n  age o f th a t  c ity . In e v e r y  age c la s s  
u n d e r 35 y e a r s  B a to n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  e x c e e d s  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  
in  re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e . In the y o u n g e st age g ro u p , u n d e r five  y e a r s ,  
B a to n  R ouge e n u m e ra te s  13 p e r  c e n t o f h e r  n a tiv e  w hite  p o p u la tio n , 
a s  o p p o sed  to  1 1 .4  p e r  c e n t in  the  sam e  age g ro u p  fo r  S h re v e p o r t .
The g r e a te s t  e x c e s s  in  the f o r m e r  c ity , h o w e v e r, is  found in  the  age 
g ro u p s  20 to  30, e s p e c ia l ly  am ong  m a le s ,  w h ich  a r e  c o n s is te n tly  p r e ­
d o m in an t in  B a to n  R o u g e. S h re v e p o r t  n o t o n ly  h a s  fe w e r peop le  p r o ­
p o r t io n a te ly  in  th e se  c la s s e s  b u t show s a  n o tab le  s h o r ta g e  o f m a le s .  
T h ese  fa c ts  a r e  f u r th e r  ev id en ce  of the  d if fe re n t  in d u s t r ia l  p a t te rn s  
o f the  tw o c i t i e s .  Above the  age of 35 y e a r s ,  S h r e v e p o r t 's  age c la s s e s  
a re  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t  th an  th o se  o f B a to n  R ouge, w ith  a  
co n tin u ed  su p e rab u n d a n ce  of f e m a le s .  The m o re  p ro n o u n ced  ag ing  of 
the  p o p u la tio n  of S h re v e p o r t  iB e v id e n t w ith  e a c h  s te p  up the  age la d d e r .  
T h is  p a t te r n  c o r re s p o n d s  in  g e n e r a l  to  th a t  o f th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , 
b u t the  d if f e r e n t ia ls  in  the  u p p e r le v e ls  a r e  m o re  a c c e n tu a te d  in  the 
n a tiv e  w hite  p y ra m id .
F o r e ig n - b o rn  W h ite s . B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  b o th  
e x h ib it (F ig u re  21) a  d iv e rg e n c e  f ro m  the  n o rm a l  age p y ra m id  fo r  
f o re ig n -b o rn  p e r s o n s  in  u rb a n  c e n te r s  in  th is  c o u n try , w h ich  a s  a  ru le
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F igu re  21. Age-ae x  pyr am id  for  f o re ign -b orn  population,  Baton Rouge and 
Shrevepor t :  1950.
( S o u r c e ! Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Ct n s u s  of  p o p u i h i o n s
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ro u g h ly  r e s e m b le s  a  to p . An u n e x p ec te d ly  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  in  the  low  
age g ro u p s  is  found  in  th e se  c i t i e s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  u n d e r 10 y e a r s  and  
b e tw e e n  20 and  30 y e a r s .  S ince  W orld  W ar I, im m ig ra t io n  h a s  
m a rk e d ly  d e c r e a s e d  and  th is  g ro u p  h a s  s te a d ily  ag ed , a s  in d ic a te d  
in  the  sh ap e  of the  p y ra m id  above the age of 50 y e a r s .  The h ig h  p r o ­
p o r tio n s  o f fo re ig n -b o rn  in  B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  in  th e se  lo w e r 
age c la s s e s  m ig h t p o s s ib ly  be e x p la in e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the a d m is s io n  
of d is p la c e d  p e rs o n s  an d  fo re ig n -b o rn  w ives of v e te r a n s .  In an y  c a s e ,  
the  to ta l  n u m b e r o f fo re ig n -b o rn  in  th e se  c i t ie s  is  so  s m a l l  a s  to  
m ak e  th e m  r e la t iv e ly  in s ig n if ic a n t. T h is  is  a  re f le c t io n  of the  ag ing  
of the p o p u la tio n  a s  a  w hole , and  of the  s t r i c t  l im ita t io n s  of im m ig r a ­
tio n  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  W hen th e y  cam e  in  g r e a t  n u m b e rs ,  the  im m i­
g ra n ts  w e re  p re d o m in a n tly  young m en  in  the  p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s .
N e g ro e s . The c o n to u rs  of the  a g e - s e x  p y ra m id  of the  N eg ro  
p o p u la tio n  show  so m e  d e v ia tio n s  f ro m  th o se  o f the w hite p o p u la tio n ,
(s e e  F ig u re  22). The b r o a d e r  b a se  in d ic a te s  a  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  
n u m b e r o f y o u n g s te rs  u n d e r  five  am ong  N e g ro e s  th a n  am ong w h ite s .
T h is  h o ld s  t ru e  fo r  b o th  c i t i e s .
The N e g ro  g ro u p  h a s  a  h ig h e r  b i r th  r a te  an d  a  h ig h e r  m o r ta l i ty  
r a te  th a n  th e  w h ite s . S uch  a  co n d itio n  h a s  the  e f fe c t  o f e s ta b lis h in g  a  
b ro a d  b a s e  in  the  p y ra m id  an d  g ra d u a lly  n a rro w in g  w ith  the  ad v an c in g  
a g e s . T h is  w ould a cc o u n t fo r  the  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f N e g ro e s  th an
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Figure 22. A ge*aez pyram id for the Negro population, Baton Rouge and 
Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u R C E t  U u i u r  S * » T f s .  C f f .-i if o f  P n - ' i u  A T | n u !
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13w h ite s  u n d e r the  age of 5 y e a r s .  A lso , the  a g e - s e x  p y ra m id  o f the 
N eg ro  p o p u la tio n , fo r  bo th  c i t i e s ,  p o se s  an  in te re s t in g  p ro b le m  in  
th a t  the  e x p e c te d  d e c lin e  in  p o p u la tio n  a s  age in c r e a s e s  does n o t fu lly  
o b ta in . A  bu lge  o c c u rs  b e tw een  the  a g es  65 and  70 y e a r s ,  g r e a te r  fo r  
S h re v e p o r t , and  g r e a te r  fo r  fe m a le s  in  e a c h  of th e se  u rb a n  a r e a s .
One p ro b a b le  e x p lan a tio n  is  the m ig ra t io n  ou t am ong  m id d le -a g e d  
N eg ro  g ro u p s  f ro m  th e se  c i t i e s .  A cco rd in g  to  S m ith  and  H itt th e re  
i s  a  s ig n if ic a n t te n d en c y  fo r  o ld e r  N e g ro e s  to  c o n c e n tra te  in  r u r a l - 
n o n fa rm  t e r r i t o r y ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  a f te r  the  age of 60 y e a r s .  ^  T h e re fo re , 
i t  co u ld  be the  u n u su a l n a rro w in g  of the  age c la s s e s  55 to  64 w hich  is  
m o re  s ig n if ic a n t. H o w ev er, an  e x c e s s  in  the age c la s s  of 65 to  69 
s e e m s  to  be g e n e ra l  am ong  n o n w h ite s , s in ce  the  n a tio n a l a g e - s e x  
p y ra m id  show s the  sam e  s u rp lu s  of p e r s o n s ,  w ith  a  s im i la r  d e f ic it  in  
the  55 to  64 age g ro u p . In the c a se  of u rb a n  a r e a s  su c h  a s  th e s e ,  the 
e x c e s s  above age 65 y e a r s  is  m o re  l ik e ly  due to  the  r e a d y  a v a ila b il i ty  
of w e lfa re  s e r v ic e s  fo r  the e ld e r ly  N e g ro e s  and  to  the  s tro n g  te n d en c y  
in  th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  to  d e c la re  th e m s e lv e s  o ld  enough  to  q u a lify  fo r
T . L ynn  S m ith  s ta te s  in  "A  D e m o g ra p h ic  S tudy  of the 
A m e r ic a n  N e g ro "  (S o c ia l F o r c e s , (M a rc h , 1945) XXIH, 384, th a t  the  
u rb a n  N e g ro es  lo s e  the  h ig h e r  f e r t i l i ty  w hich  the  r u r a l  m e m b e rs  of 
th a t  r a c ia l  g ro u p  have  long  m a in ta in e d  o v e r  n a tiv e  w h ite s . T h a t does 
n o t h o ld  tru e  fo r  the  u rb a n  N eg ro  g ro u p  in  th is  s tu d y , w hich  m a y  r e ­
f le c t  the  g e n e ra l  r i s e  in  u rb a n  b i r t h  r a te s  d u rin g  the  p a s t  d e ca d e .
14 S m ith  and  H itt , o p . c i t .  , p . 58.
the  o ld  age p e n s io n . ^  The co m m o n  la c k  of b i r t h  c e r t i f ic a te s  fo r  
p e r s o n s  in  the  a g es  o v e r  60 w ould  m ak e  su c h  c o n d itio n s  p o s s ib le .
T he Age P r o f i le
The re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of age g ro u p s  in  the to ta l ,  w h ite , 
an d  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t  and  r u r a l - f a r m  
L o u is ia n a  is  i l lu s t r a te d  by  the  u se  o f in d e x  n u m b e rs  in  F ig u r e s  23,
24, an d  25. The to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of L o u is ia n a  fo r  1950 is  u s e d  a s  the  
s ta n d a rd .  T h e se  age p ro f i le s  s e rv e  to  o u tlin e  m o re  c l e a r ly  the  d if ­
f e r e n t ia l s  in  the  th r e e  p o p u la tio n s . The r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  of L o u is ia n a  
w as s e le c te d  to  p o in t up r u r a l - u r b a n  c o n t r a s t s ,  in  a d d itio n  to  the  c o m ­
p a r is o n  of the  tw o u rb a n  a r e a s ,  and  th u s  to  p ro v id e  th e  b a s is  fo r  a  
m o re  th o ro u g h  a n a ly s is  o f the  l a t t e r  p r o f i le s .
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . In  F ig u re  23 the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  e x h ib it  
the  g e n e r a l  te n d e n c ie s  fo r  r u r a l  a r e a s  to  p ro d u c e  the  y o u n g s te rs  and  
s h o r t ly  lo s e  th e m  to  the  u rb a n  c e n te r s .  The r u r a l - f a r m  c u rv e  in d i­
c a te s  the  tre m e n d o u s  im p o r ta n c e  of the  age g ro u p s  f ro m  b i r th  to  15 
y e a r s .  T h en  th e r e  i s  a  v e ry  lo w  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  w ith in  th e  age g ro u p s  
w h ich  fo llo w  in  the  n e x t te n  to  f if te e n  y e a r s .  The age c la s s e s  above 
30 y e a r s  b e g in  to  g a in  in  im p o r ta n c e  b u t i t  i s  n o t u n ti l  b e tw ee n  55 and 
60 y e a r s  th a t  th e  100 in d ex  is  r e a c h e d  a g a in . A n o th e r p e r io d  o f r e l a ­
t iv e ly  h e av y  c o n c e n tra tio n  o c c u rs  b e tw ee n  a g es  65 an d  70 y e a r s ,  
fo llo w ed  b y  a  f in a l lo w  le v e l  o f im p o r ta n c e  in  the  m o s t  a d v an ced  a g e s .
15
T . L ynn  S m ith , "T he  R e c e n t In c re a s e  o f P e r s o n s  in  the  
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23. Index num bers showing relative im portance of each age group  
in the total populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, and 
L ouisiana rural-farm : 1950.
( J o i n c e ! I jNiTfiP S i m *  Cr' .SM* n r  P n n m  « t i o n i ; 1^ 5^)
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In  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t ,  the  u rb a n  age g ro u p s  c o n ta in  a  h ig h  p r o ­
p o r tio n  o f p e r s o n s  w h e re  the  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  have the  fe w e s t. The 
lo w e s t  p o in t, show ing a  d e a r th  o f y o u n g s te r s ,  c o in c id e s  w ith  the  
h ig h e s t  le v e l  o f im p o r ta n c e  in  the  e a r ly  ag es  fo r  the  r u r a l  g ro u p .
T h is  c o m p le m e n ta ry  p a t te r n  in d ic a te s  th a t  the  fu n d am en ta l d iffe re n c e  
in  th e  age s t r u c tu r e s  of r u r a l  an d  u rb a n  a r e a s  is  f a i r ly  c o n s ta n t 
th ro u g h o u t the  p r o f i le s .  The c i t ie s  a c q u ire  th e i r  g r e a te s t  c o n c e n tr a ­
tio n s  of p e r s o n s  in  the  a g e s  b e tw ee n  20 an d  40 y e a r s ,  an d  o ld e r  age 
c la s s e s  co n ta in  n o ta b ly  fe w e r p e o p le . A t a ro u n d  age 40 , h o w e v e r , the  
p ro f i le s  o f the  u rb a n  c e n te r s  c e a s e  to  fo llo w  the sam e  p a t te r n s .  B a to n  
R ouge co n tin u es  i t s  d ec lin e  in  r e la t iv e  p ro p o r tio n s  in  the age c la s s e s  
r ig h t  on dow n to  age 75, to  r e a c h  th e  lo w  in d e x  n u m b e r of 56 , w ith  
o n ly  one s lig h t u p w a rd  v a r ia t io n  b e tw ee n  the  a g e s  of 50 an d  55 y e a r s .
W h ite s . A s show n in  F ig u re  24 the  age p ro f i le s  of the  w hite 
p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  r e s e m b le ,  f a i r ly  c o n s i s t ­
e n tly , th o se  fo r  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . T he tw o c i t ie s  a r e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  
b y  r e la t iv e ly  fe w e r  y o u n g s te r s  u n d e r  the  age of 15 y e a r s  th a n  is  the  
c a se  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . The g a in  in  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of the  
young a d u lt a g e s  is  g r e a te r  fo r  B a to n  R ouge th a n  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  an d  i t  
b e g in s  e a r l i e r .  T h is  im p lie s  th a t  the  w hite p o p u la tio n  a c c o u n ts  fo r  a  
g r e a t  p a r t  o f B a to n  R o u g e 's  l a r g e r  p ro p o r tio n  in  the  w o rk in g  a g e s . The 
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ure 24. Index num bers showing relative im portance of each age group 
in the white populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, and 
L ouisiana rural-farm : 1950.
( S o u x c e : L ' l u m )  S j a t .ee  J e -j s u s  c f  C o p u l a t u n i t o s o l
iIZ3
R ouge fo llow s so  c lo s e ly  the  p ro f ile  in  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n  th a t ag a in  
the im p o r ta n c e  o f the  w hite g ro u p  in  d e te rm in in g  the  g e n e ra l  age 
s t r u c tu r e  of B a to n  R ouge is  d e m o n s tra te d . S h re v e p o r t  d if fe rs  
f ro m  the  w h ite s  in  B a to n  R ouge in  th a t ,  beg in n in g  w ith  ab o u t the  age 
of 40 y e a r s ,  h e r  p o p u la tio n  in c r e a s e s  in  im p o r ta n c e , w hile th a t  of 
B a to n  Rouge d e c lin e s  s h a rp ly . S h re v e p o r t  d oes n o t e x h ib it  a  s e r io u s  
d e fic ien c y  of o ld s te r s  u n til  ab o u t the  age of 65 y e a r s ,  w h ich  is  fu lly  
tw en ty  y e a r s  l a t e r  th a n  su ch  a  co n d itio n  o c c u rs  in  B a to n  R ouge. T h is  
lo s s  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  is  s lig h t, and  o f b r i e f  d u ra tio n , b e c a u se  the  c u rv e  
sw ings b a c k  up a f te r  the  age o f 70 y e a r s .  In fa c t ,  f ro m  the  age c la s s  
60 to  65 y e a r s  on, S h r e v e p o r t 's  p ro f ile  fo llo w s, w ith  r e m a rk a b le  p e r ­
s is te n c e ,  th a t  o f the  L o u is ia n a  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p . The d ra m a tic  d e ­
p a r tu r e  o f B a to n  R ouge 's  w hite p o p u la tio n  in  age s t r u c tu r e  f ro m  th a t  
o f h e r  s i s t e r  c i ty  o f S h re v e p o r t , s e r v e s  to  e m p h a s iz e  the  d if fe re n c e s  
in  the r e la t iv e  w e ig h t o f you th  an d  age in  the tw o u rb a n  a g g re g a te s .
N onw hite s . E x a m in a tio n  o f th e  age d is t r ib u tio n  o f the  n o n ­
w h ite s  in  th e  p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t  an d  r u r a l - f a r m  
L o u is ia n a  in  F ig u re  25, d is c lo s e s  the  re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of th is  ra c e  
in  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . S m ith 's  o b s e rv a tio n  th a t  the  d is tin g u ish in g  
f e a tu re s  o f the u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  a r e  m o s t  h ig h ly  p ro n o u n ced  am ong 
the  N e g ro  p o p u la tio n * ^  i s  n o t d e s c r ip t iv e  of th e se  g ro u p s , on the  w hole .
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gure 25. Index num bers showing relative im portance of each age grou;
in the nonwhite populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, and 
Louisiana rural-farm : 1950.
( S o u p  c e !  U n ' i t e p  S t a t e s  C e k s u ?  r r  P o p u l a r  . -m»
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T h e re  is  a  s c a r c i ty  o f y o u n g s te rs  in  b o th  c i t i e s ,  b u t n o t to  su ch  a  
m a rk e d  d e g re e  a s  in  the  to ta l  an d  w hite  p o p u la tio n s . The p a u c ity  of 
o ld s te r s  in  the  C a p ita l C i ty 's  p o p u la tio n  is  r e a d i ly  a p p a re n t . S h r e v e p o r t 's  
age g ro u p s , on the  o th e r  han d , re g a in  so m e o f th e i r  im p o r ta n c e  a f te r  
the  r e la t iv e ly  few  p e r s o n s  c o u n ted  b e tw ee n  the  a g es  o f 30 an d  40 y e a r s .  
B eg in n in g  a t  the  age c la s s  40 to  45 y e a r s ,  an  in c r e a s e  o c c u r s  u n til 
the  age o f 55 y e a r s ,  a f te r  w h ich  a n o th e r  d ec lin e  is  n o ted , b u t o n ly  
down to  J00 . T h is  m e a n s  th a t  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  e ld e r ly  
p eo p le  th a n  B ato n  R ouge. A fte r  70 y e a r s  th e re  is  a n o th e r  u p w ard  tu rn  
of the  c u rv e , a g a in  d e m o n s tra t in g  th e  e x c e s s  of o ld s te r s  in  S h re v e p o r t .
In  S h r e v e p o r t 's  ag es  u n d e r 5 y e a r s  the  d e f ic ie n c y  is  m o re  
m a rk e d  th a n  fo r  th a t  age c la s s  in  B a to n  R ouge, b u t b e tw een  a g e s  10 
an d  20 y e a r s ,  B a to n  R ouge s u s ta in s  a  g r e a te r  l o s s .  The p ro f ile  d i s ­
c lo s e s  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  n u m b e rs  in  the  young a d u lt a g e s ,  b u t a g a in , 
in  b o th  c i t i e s ,  th is  age c la s s  f a i ls  to  a p p ro a c h  th e  im p r e s s iv e  le v e ls  
o f im p o r ta n c e  a c h ie v e d  in  th e se  a g e s  in  the  to ta l  an d  the  w hite p o p u la ­
t io n s . F o r  in s ta n c e , in  B a to n  R ouge the  in d e x  n u m b e r o f the  w hite 
p o p u la tio n  fo r  the  a g es  b e tw ee n  25 an d  30 y e a r s  is  143, w hile  th a t  of 
the  nonw hite  g ro u p  in  the  sam e  a g e s  is  118, S im ila r ly ,  in  S h re v e p o r t  
the  c o m p a ra b le  n u m b e rs  a r e  123 fo r  w h ite s  and  108 fo r  non w h ites  in  
the sam e  age c l a s s e s .  In th is  r a c i a l  g ro u p , h o w e v e r, B a to n  R ouge 
m a in ta in s  h e r  s u p e r io r i ty  in  r e la t iv e  n u m b e rs  in  the  p ro d u c tiv e  ag es
126
o v e r  S h re v e p o r t ,  w ith  a  h ig h  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f p e r s o n s  in  the  25 to  30 
age c la s s  a t  th e  in d e x  n u m b e r 118 a s  c o m p a re d  to  o n ly  103 fo r  
S h re v e p o r t . The r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  f a i lu re  o f the  young N eg ro  ad u lts  
of S h re v e p o r t  to  ach iev e  the  e x p e c te d  n u m e r ic a l  im p o r ta n c e  th a t  
g e n e ra l ly  c h a r a c te r iz e s  u rb a n  c e n te r s  is  c l e a r ly  c o n tr a s te d  w ith  
B a to n  R o u g e 's  l a r g e r  n u m b e rs .  T h is  m a y  be an  in d ic a tio n  o f the  e x ­
is te n c e  o f g r e a te r  job  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  N eg ro  you th  in  B a to n  R ouge 
th an  in  S h re v e p o r t .
The u n e x p ec te d  im p o r ta n c e  o f the  ag ed  N e g ro e s  in  b o th  of 
th e se  c i t ie s  h a s  b e e n  m e n tio n e d  a s  th e  p o s s ib le  r e s u l t  of e r r o r s  in  the  
c e n su s  d a ta . H o w ev e r, th is  co n d itio n  i s  p e r s i s te n t ,  o c c u r r in g  in  a l l  
c e n su s  ta b u la tio n s , so  th e re  m u s t  be so m e  o th e r  e x p la n a tio n . The 
n o tab le  f a c to r  h e re  is  the  e x tr e m e ly  h ig h  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f n onw hites  
in  the  c ity  o f S h re v e p o r t  a t  the  a g e s  b e tw een  65 and  75 y e a r s ,  a s  c o n ­
t r a s t e d  w ith  a  v e ry  lo w  c o n c e n tra tio n  in  the  sa m e  a g es  in  B a to n  R ouge. 
The l a t t e r  c i ty 's  ag ed  N e g ro e s  c o m p a re  r e la t iv e ly  w ith  th o se  o f the  
r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n , re f le c t in g  m o re  the  u s u a l u rb a n  lo s s  o f o ld e r  
p e r s o n s .  The e x tr e m e ly  fa v o ra b le  c o n d itio n s  o f w e lfa re  p ro v is io n s  
fo r  N e g ro e s  o v e r  65 y e a r s  o f age in  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  
e a r l i e r  in  th is  a n a ly s is  a s  a  p o s s ib le  e x p la n a tio n  o f th is  f lu c tu a tio n  in  
the  c u rv e .  T h is  p ro p o s e d  e x p la n a tio n  is  b a s e d  on a  b r i e f  s u rv e y  m ade  
b y  the  a u th o r  on N e g ro  h o u sin g  in  S h re v e p o r t ,  in  w hich  the  above
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s ta te m e n t  s e e m e d  to  be s u b s ta n tia te d  in  the  g e n e ra l  a ttitu d e  of the
17N e g ro e s  in te rv ie w e d .
The e x tr e m e s  in  the  p ro f ile  o f the  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n  a r e  w ell 
d e m o n s tra te d  in  the  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a . The r u r a l -  
u rb a n  c o n tr a s ts  a r e  c le a r ly  p o in ted  up , e s p e c ia l ly  a s  to  the  c o m p le ­
m e n ta ry  n a tu re  of the chang ing  im p o r ta n c e  o f age g ro u p s  in  e a c h  a g ­
g re g a te .  The la c k  of a  r e la t iv e  r i s e  in  the young a d u lt a g e s  in  the  
c i t ie s  to  c o r re s p o n d  w ith  the  r u r a l  d e c r e a s e  s u g g e s ts  the  in flu en ce  
of the  f a c to r  o f o u t-m ig ra tio n . P e rh a p s  the  in a p p lic a b il i ty  o f S m ith 's  
p a t te r n  fo r  the  u rb a n  N e g ro  age s t r u c tu r e  in  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  is  due to  the  long  d is ta n c e  o u t-m ig ra t io n  of N e g ro es  f ro m  
th e se  c i t i e s ,  w hich  is  a  re c o g n iz e d  t r e n d  o f the  p a s t  d e ca d e . The a p ­
p a re n t  lo s s  th ro u g h  m ig ra t io n  in  the  y o u n g er ag es  s e e m s  to  be r e l a ­
t iv e ly  m u ch  g r e a te r  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  B a to n  R ouge.
Age D ep endency
F o r  an y  co m m u n ity  s e n s it iv e  to  the p ro b le m s  o f h e a lth , e d u c a ­
tio n , em p lo y m e n t a n d  le v e l  o f liv in g , the  r a t io  of d ep en d en ts  to  p r o ­
d u c e rs  in  i t s  p o p u la tio n  h a s  v ita l  s ig n if ic a n c e . A lthough  d e m o g ra p h e rs
17 The u n p u b lish e d  fin d in g s  o f the  s tu d y  w e re  u s e d  a s  a  p a r t  
o f a  g e n e ra l  s u rv e y  of N eg ro  liv in g  co n d itio n s  in  S h re v e p o r t  in  1950.
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have e s ta b l is h e d  th a t  the  d if f e r e n tia l  b i r t h  r a t e ,  co u p led  w ith  p a t te r n s
o f m ig ra t io n , r e s u l t s  in  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  fe w e r c h ild re n  and  ag ed  peop le
18in  u rb a n  th an  in  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  the  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r in  the  a g e s  o f 
d ep en d en cy  v a r ie s  f ro m  one u rb a n  g ro u p  to  a n o th e r .  T ab le  IX  r e v e a ls  
the  d if f e r e n tia ls  in  the  d ep en d en cy  r a t io s  fo r  the  to ta l ,  w h ite , an d  n o n ­
w hite p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t .
In  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of L o u is ia n a  in  1950 th e re  w e re  62. 3 
p e r s o n s  in  the  d ep en d en t c la s s  fo r  e v e r y  100 in  the  p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s . 
T h is  i s  a  c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  r a t io  th a n  o c c u rs  in  e i th e r  of the  u rb a n  
c e n te r s  c o n s id e re d  in  th is  s tu d y . F o r  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n  o f B a to n  
R ouge th e re  a re  47 . 9 d ep en d en ts  fo r  e v e r y  100 p ro d u c e rs  an d  in  
S h re v e p o r t  the c o m p a ra b le  r a t io  is  49 . 0. T ab le  X , w hich  g iv e s  the  
p ro p o r tio n s  of the  a g g re g a te s  w h ich  a r e  u n d e r  the  age of 15 an d  o v e r  
64 y e a r s  o f a g e , s u g g e s ts  one e x p lan a tio n  fo r  th is  d if f e re n tia l .  In 
B ato n  R ouge 28. 0 p e r  c e n t o f the to ta l  p o p u la tio n  is  u n d e r 15 y e a r s  of 
ag e , w hile  in  S h re v e p o r t  on ly  26. 2 p e r  c e n t a re  in  th is  age g ro u p .
B a to n  Rouge h a s  o n ly  4 .4  p e r  c e n t o f o ld s te r s  65 y e a r s  o ld  an d  o v e r 
w hile  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p ro p o r t io n  in  th is  age g ro u p  is  6 .7  p e r  c e n t. T h is  
re la t iv e  d iffe re n c e  e x is t s  in  the  b re a k d o w n  o f th e  p o p u la tio n  in to  w hite  
and  nonw hite  a s  w e ll. S ince  the  d ep en d en cy  g ro u p  in  B ato n  Rouge
18 S m ith , The S o c io lo g y  of R u ra l  L i f e , p . 80.
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TA B LE IX
D EPEN D EN C Y  RATIOS IN  THE T O T A L , WHITE AND NONWHITE 
PO PU LA TIO N S O F BA TO N  ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
A re a A ll C la s s e s W hite N onw hite
B ato n  R ouge 4 7 .9 4 7 .6 5 5 .8
S h re v e p o r t 4 9 .0 4 4 .3 5 9 .7
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B ulle tin . P -C 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ashing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp. 4 6 -4 9 , 
T ab le  33.
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TABLE X
NU M BER AND P E R  C EN T O F T O T A L , WHITE AND NON WHITE 
PO PU LA TIO N S UNDER THE AGE O F F IF T E E N  AND S IX T Y -F IV E  
YEARS O F AGE AND O V ER , BATON ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T : 1950*
N u m b er P e r  C en t
A re a
T o ta l
P o m ila tio n
U nder 
15 Y e a rs  
of Age
65 Y e a rs  
of Age 
and  O v er
U nder 65 Ifears  
15 Y e a rs  o f Age 
of Acre an d  O v er
B a to n  R ouge 
T o ta l 125 ,629 3 5 ,1 5 3 5 ,5 2 8 2 8 .0 4 .4
W hite 9 0 ,4 4 7 2 4 ,6 5 6 3 ,4 2 2 2 7 .3 3 .8
N onw hite 3 5 ,1 8 2 10 ,497 2, 106 2 9 .8 6 .0
S h re v e p o r t
T o ta l 1 27 ,206 3 3 ,3 6 9 8 ,4 7 7 2 6 .2 6 .7
W hite 8 4 ,9 6 4 2 0 ,6 6 2 5 ,4 0 6 2 4 .3 6 .4
N onw hite 4 2 ,2 4 2 1 2 ,7 0 7 3 ,0 7 1 30. 1 7 .3
♦ S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 ,
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 4 6 -4 9 , T ab le  33.
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c o n s is ts  o f r e la t iv e ly  m o re  y o u n g s te rs  an d  in  S h re v e p o r t  i t  i s  c o m ­
p o se d  m o s tly  o f th e  a g ed , the  p ro b le m  w ould  a s s u m e  d if f e r e n t  a s p e c ts  
in  th e se  tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s .
In  the  w hite  p o p u la tio n  the  r a t io  of d ep en d en ts  to  p ro d u c e rs  
i s  h ig h e r  in  B a to n  R ouge th a n  in  S h re v e p o r t  (4 7 . 6 an d  4 4 . 3, r e s p e c ­
tiv e ly ) , su g g e s tin g  a  g r e a te r  in flu en ce  upon the  fa c to r  of d ep en d en cy  
b y  the  nonw hite  g ro u p  in  the  l a t t e r  c ity . The p ro p o r tio n  of non w h ites  
in  the d ep en d en t c l a s s e s ,  am o u n tin g  to  5 5 .8  p e r  100 p ro d u c e rs  in  
B a to n  R ouge an d  59 . 7 fo r  S h re v e p o r t ,  a p p e a rs  to  su p p o r t  th is  a s s u m p ­
tio n . I t  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b l is h e d  th a t  the  c i ty  of S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  h ig h e r  
p ro p o r tio n  of N e g ro e s  in  i t s  p o p u la tio n  th a n  B a to n  R o u g e, an d  th a t  
th e re  a r e  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  n o n w h ites  in  the  age g ro u p s  u n d e r 5 y e a r s  
an d  o v e r  65. T h is  c o m b in a tio n  o f f a c to r s  w ould s e e m  to  in d ic a te  th a t 
the  nonw hite  g ro u p  s ig n if ic a n tly  in f lu e n c e s  th e  d ep en d en cy  r a t io .
G e n e ra l  C o n c lu s io n s
In age c o m p o s itio n  the  p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  c o n fo rm , g e n e ra l ly , to  the  e x p e c te d  u rb a n  d is tr ib u tio n  of 
r e la t iv e ly  few  c h ild re n , a  d is p ro p o r t io n a te  n u m b e r in  the  p ro d u c tiv e  
a g e s  b e tw ee n  20 an d  45 y e a r s ,  an d  a  r e la t iv e  s c a r c i ty  o f o ld s te r s .
T h is  p a t te r n  g e n e r a l ly  c h a r a c te r iz e s  c i t ie s  o th e r  th a n  th o se  su p p o rtin g  
h eav y  in d u s try  o r  c o n ta in in g  o th e r  m a le - c e n te r e d  o c c u p a tio n s .
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A c co rd in g  to  the  fo u r  m e a s u r e s  u s e d  in  an a ly z in g  the  age 
d is t r ib u tio n  of th e se  tw o c i t i e s ,  B a to n  R ouge h a s ,  on the  w ho le , a  
y o u n g e r p o p u la tio n  th a n  S h re v e p o r t . T h e re  a r e  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  
c h ild re n  and  young a d u lts  in  B a to n  R ouge in  e v e r y  age c la s s  u n d e r 35 
y e a r s  th a n  in  S h re v e p o r t . B ey o n d  th a t  a g e , S h re v e p o r t  h a s  p r o p o r ­
t io n a te ly  m o re  peo p le  in  e v e r y  age g ro u p , w ith  a  n o tab le  e x c e s s  in  
the  a g es  o v e r  60 y e a r s .  T h e se  fe a tu re s  a r e  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  of the to ta l  
an d  of the  n a tiv e  w hite  s e g m e n ts  o f the  p o p u la tio n . A m ong the  fo re ig n -  
b o rn  w h ite s  fo r  b o th  c i t ie s  th e re  i s  a  g e n e ra l  c o n c e n tra tio n  in  the a g es  
above 45 y e a r s ,  w ith  a  s l ig h t p re d o m in a n c e  o f m a le s .  H o w ev e r, th is  
g ro u p  is  too  s m a l l  to  be of s ig n if ic a n c e . The N eg ro  s e g m e n t p re s e n ts  
a  so m ew h a t d if f e re n t  age d is tr ib u tio n , b e in g  y o u n g er on the  whole 
th a n  w h ite s , w ith  an  u n e x p e c te d  e x c e s s  am ong the  p e rs o n s  65 y e a r s  o ld  
and  o ld e r .  The e x p la n a tio n s  th a t  have b e e n  su g g e s te d  h e re  fo r  the 
l a t t e r  fe a tu re  of the  d a ta  a r e  n o t r e a d i ly  v e r if ia b le .
In c o m p a r iso n  w ith  th e  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a , 
the  tw o c i t ie s  d is p la y  the  e x p e c te d  r u r a l - u r b a n  c o n tr a s ts  e x c e p t in  the  
e x c e s s iv e  p ro p o r t io n s  o f the  ag ing  g ro u p s  in  the  c i ty  of S h re v e p o r t .
T h is  s u rp lu s  o c c u r s  in  a ll  the  p o p u la tio n  c a te g o r ie s  of th a t  c i ty  b u t 
i s  e s p e c ia l ly  m a rk e d  in  the  nonw hite  g ro u p .
C H A P T E R  VH 
THE BALANCE B E T W E E N  THE SEX ES
M o st p o p u la tio n s  e x h ib it som e im b a la n c e  b e tw ee n  the  s e x e s . 
The s o c ia l  o r  e co n o m ic  co n d itio n s  w hich  r e s u l t  in  a  r e la t iv e  e x c e s s  of 
e i th e r  m a le s  o r  fe m a le s  a re  in  tu r n  a ffe c te d  b y  the r e s u l t s  o f su ch  d i s ­
p ro p o r t io n s . A cco rd in g  to  H itt, the  d is p a r i t ie s  b e tw een  the  s e x e s  in  a  
p o p u la tio n  a re  the  r e s u l t  of, "one o r  m o re  o f th e se  f a c to r s :  (1) an  im ­
b a lan ce  b e tw een  th e  s e x e s  a t  b i r th ,  (2) s e x  s e le c t iv i ty  o f d e a th , and  
(3) a  s e x  s e le c t iv i ty  of m ig ra t io n . "* T h ese  f a c to r s ,  w hen id e n tif ie d , 
fo rm  the  b a s is  fo r  m ak in g  c e r ta in  l im ite d  p re d ic t io n s .
An im b a lan ce  b e tw ee n  the  s e x e s  in  a  g iv en  p o p u la tio n  in f lu ­
e n c e s  m an y  of the o th e r  d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of th a t  g ro u p .
The b i r th  r a te  and  the  d e a th  r a te  a r e  a ffe c te d , a s  a re  the  m a r r ia g e  
r a t e ,  fa m ily  s t r u c tu r e ,  re l ig io n , and  o c cu p a tio n a l d is tr ib u tio n . In  a  
m onogam ous so c ie ty , su c h  a s  o u r s ,  a  h eav y  p re p o n d e ra n c e  of e i th e r  
s e x  is  s h a rp ly  r e f le c te d  in  the  a r e a  of m a r r ia g e  and  fa m ily  liv in g .
F o r  e x a m p le , in  a  g ro u p  hav ing  a n  o v e rab u n d an ce  o f m e n , th e re  w ill
 ̂ H o m er L . H itt , "P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s ,  " in  T . L y n n  S m ith  
an d  A s s o c ia te s ,  S o c ia l P r o b le m s , (N ew  Y ork : T h o m as Y. C ro w e ll 
C om pany , 1955) p . 46 .
2 Ib id .
133
134
be g r e a te r  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  w om en to  e n te r  m a r r ia g e ,  b u t fe w e r c h ild re n  
in  p ro p o r t io n  to  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n . W here m e n  a re  g r e a t ly  in  e x c e s s ,  
a  h ig h e r  p e r  c e n t o f w om en who a re  u n fit fo r  p a re n th o o d  a re  l ik e ly  to  
be m a r r i e d ,  th u s  a ffe c tin g  the  d e a th  r a te .
The s c a r c i ty  o f w om en is  l a r g e ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the  ty p ic a l  
s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s  found in  f r o n t ie r  a r e a s ,  re g io n s  e x p e r ie n c in g  
s e v e re  c l im a tic  co n d itio n s , m in in g  c am p s  and  c e r ta in  ty p e s  of m i l i t a r y  
b a s e s .  S im ila r ly ,  a  s u rp lu s  of w om en w ould in flu en ce  sb h o o l a tten d an ce , 
the  am o u n t of p ro s t i tu t io n , e x te n t of w om en em p lo y ed  o u ts id e  the  h o u se , 
an d  o th e r  s o c ia l  f a c to r s .  "T o a  h ig h  d e g re e  the  te m p o  of life  in  any  
co m m u n ity  is  a  fu n c tio n  of the s e x  r a t io  am ong  i ts  p o p u la tio n .
The D a ta
One w ould e x p e c t a c c u ra te  d a ta  on  the  s e x  o f the  p e rs o n s  c o m ­
p r is in g  a  p o p u la tio n  to  be r e a d i ly  a v a ila b le  to  c e n su s  e n u m e r a to r s .  Sex  
h a s  a  d e fin ite  q u a lity  w hich , u n like  a g e , d oes n o t change in  t im e . D e m o ­
g ra p h e r s  h ave  le a r n e d , h o w e v e r, th a t  su c h  a p p a re n t  s im p lic i ty  is  d e ­
c e p tiv e . Due to  su b je c tiv e  in f lu e n c e s , w h ich  the  c e n s u s - ta k in g  m a c h in e ry  
can n o t r e a d i ly  d e te c t , c e r ta in  in a c c u ra c ie s  have a p p e a re d  in  the  d a ta .
3
T ho m p so n , P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s ,  p . 92.
4
S m ith  an d  H itt, The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a , p . 61.
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A c co rd in g  to  th e  c e n su s  e s t im a te ,  4 .4  p e r  c e n t o f the  c h ild re n  
u n d e r five  a r e  n o t r e p o r te d  in  th e  1950 c e n su s  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  abou t 
7. 6 p e r  c e n t in  1940. ^ S ince th e re  is  u s u a lly  a  p re d o m in a n c e  o f m a le s  
in  the  e a r ly  a g e s , th is  w ill e r ro n e o u s ly  r e f le c t  a  sh o rta g e  in  th a t  s e x . 
M ales  b e tw een  the  ag es  of 18 an d  24 y e a r s  a lso  a p p e a r  to  have b e e n  
r e la t iv e ly  u n d e re n u m e ra te d . A nd w h e re a s  a n o th e r  d e f ic it  o c c u rs  in  
the  age ra n g e  55 to  64 y e a r s  o f b o th  s e x e s , i t  is  m o re  th a n  o ffse t b y  an 
e x c e s s  o v e r  the  e x p e c te d  n u m b e r in  the age g ro u p  65 y e a r s  o ld  and  o v e r . 
S ince  th e re  is  no re l ia b le  e x p lan a tio n  fo r  th e se  f lu c tu a tio n s , i t  m u s t be 
co n c lu d ed  th a t  th e y  a re  due to  e r r o r s  in  the  c en su s  d a ta . ^
A  p e r s i s te n t  p henom enon  in  s e x  d a ta  is  the m is s ta te m e n t  of 
w o m en 's  ag es  in  a l l  p o p u la tio n  c a te g o r ie s .  D e m o g ra p h e rs  have long  
re c o g n iz e d  the  fa c t  th a t th e re  a r e  a lw ay s  m o re  fe m a le s  co u n ted  in  the  
20 to  29 age g ro u p  th an  n o rm a l p r o g r e s s io n  up the  age la d d e r  w ould  
in d ic a te . T h is  e x c e s s  i s  fo llo w ed  b y  a  d e f ic it  in  e n u m e ra te d  fe m a le s  
d u rin g  th e  n e x t 30 y e a r s ,  w ith  a  m a rk e d  e x p a n s io n  in  the  ag es  65 y e a r s  
and  o v e r . A lthough  r e a d i ly  ex p la in ab le  in  t e r m s  o f th e  a c c e n t on you th
5
U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : _1.?®®» B u lle tin  P C - 18, 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice 1952) p . VII.
^ S m ith  and  H itt , The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a , pp . 64, 65.
7
T . L y n n  S m ith  an d  H o m er L . H itt , "T he M is s ta te m e n t of 
W om en 's  A ges and  the  V ita l In d e x e s ,"  M e tro n , XIII, (1939) 9 5 -1 0 8 .
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an d  the  " ro m a n tic  co m p lex "  in  o u r c u l tu re ,  su c h  e r r o r s  r e n d e r  the  
p o p u la tio n  in d e x es  l e s s  r e l ia b le  an d  e l im in a te  the  d e p e n d a b ility  o f the  
c u rv e  show ing s e x  r a t io s  b y  ag e .
S ti l l  a n o th e r  type of in c o r r e c t  r e p o r t in g  in v o lv es  f re q u e n t 
in s ta n c e s  of m is in fo rm a tio n  f ro m  N eg ro  g ro u p s . A s a  g e n e r a l  r u le ,  
the  s e x  r a t io  in  the  v e r y  e a r ly  a g es  i s  ta b u la te d  a s  lo w  am ong  the  N eg ro  
population-. S ince  th e re  is  no b a s is  fo r  b e lie v in g  th a t  an y  su c h  r a c ia l  
d if f e re n c e s  e x is t  a t  c o n ce p tio n , i t  w ould  s e e m  th a t  th e se  r e p o r t s  a re  
in  e r r o r .  H o w ev e r, the  h ig h  in fa n t m o r ta l i ty  r a te  am ong m e m b e rs  of 
th is  r a c i a l  g ro u p  m a y  a c c o u n t,in  p a r t ,  fo r  th e  d a ta . S m ith  c o n c lu d e s  
th a t  the  lo w  s e x  r a t io  fo r  N e g ro es  r e s t s  upon the  lo w  s e x  r a t io  a t  b i r th  
(w hich  is  ab o u t 1 0 3 .5  fo r  N e g ro es  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  106. 1 am ong 
w h ite s)  an d  he s u g g e s ts  th a t  the  h ig h  p ro p o r t io n s  o f s t i l lb o rn  b i r th s  in
Q
th is  g ro u p  m a y  be a  s ig n if ic a n t f a c to r .  I t  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b l is h e d  th a t  the  
s e x  r a t io  am ong  s t i l lb i r th s  is  e x c e s s iv e ly  h igh , v a ry in g  f ro m  120 to  170,
The S ex  R a tio
A  w e ll-k n o w n  an d  u se fu l in d e x  in  an a ly z in g  th e  b a la n c e  b e tw ee n  
the  s e x e s  is  the  s e x  r a t i o . In i ts  m o s t  co m m o n  fo rm  i t  i s  co m p u ted  by  
d iv id in g  th e  n u m b e r o f m a le s  in  a  s e le c te d  p o p u la tio n  b y  th e  n u m b e r of 
fe m a le s  and  m u ltip ly in g  the  q u o tie n t b y  100, th u s  d e te rm in in g  the  n u m b e r
S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 124.
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of m a le s  p e r  100 f e m a le s . .  If th e re  i s  an  e x c e s s  o f m a le s ,  the a e x  r a t io  
w ill be o v e r  100. C o n v e rse ly , i f  th e re  a r e  m o re  f e m a le s ,  i t  f a l ls  u n d e r 
100. I t sh o u ld  a lw ay s be b o rn e  in  m in d  th a t  e r r o r s  in  the  d a ta  in flu en ce  
the  a c c u ra c y  an d  l im i t  the  u s e fu ln e s s  o f the  s e x  r a t io .
B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t
The s e x  d is t r ib u tio n  p a t te r n  in  c i t ie s  d is p la y s  c e r ta in  ty p ic a l 
v a r ia t io n s  f ro m  th o se  o f b ro a d e r  p o p u la tio n s  su c h  a s  the  s ta te  o r  n a tio n . 
A nd the  s e x  c o m p o s itio n  is  d ep en d en t to  a  c o n s id e ra b le  e x te n t upon the 
type o f fu n c tio n  w hich  the  in d iv id u a l u rb a n  c e n te r  r e p r e s e n t s .  D e m o ­
g ra p h e r s  p o in t o u t th a t  c i t ie s  su p p o rtin g  h e av y  in d u s try  a t t r a c t  m a le s  
in  s e a r c h  o f jo b s , w hile the  "w hite  c o l la r "  c e n te r s  a t t r a c t  m o re  fe m a le s .  
A lso , r e s id e n t ia l  c i t ie s  an d  " r e t i r e m e n t"  c i t ie s  a t t r a c t  w om en and  o ld e r  
p eo p le . T h ese  co n d itio n s  in flu en ce  the  s e x  r a t io .
The T o ta l P o p u la tio n s
A lthough  s e x  r a t io s  b y  age m u s t  be c o n s id e re d  c a u tio u s ly  and  
te n ta t iv e ly , th e y  m a y  o ffe r  v a lu ab le  in s ig h t. F r o m  the  c h a r te d  c u rv e s  
in  F ig u re  26 i t  is  p o s s ib le  to  e x am in e  the  s e x  r a t io s  b y  age in  the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t  an d  the  r u r a l - f a r m  se g m e n t of 
L o u is ia n a , fo r  1950. The s e x  r a t io  in  1950 fo r  B a to n  R ouge w as 95 . 3 
a n d  in  S h re v e p o r t  i t  w as 88 . 3; w hile  fo r  th e  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  i t  r e a c h e d  
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Figure 26. Sex ratios by age for the total populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, 
and Louisiana rural-farm : 1950.
( S O I F C E !  - i l n r - l )  I r . A T E S  C e ^-TUS o f  P q p . i l * t i o n i  I ' i O )
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m a le s  to  fe m a le s  is  a lm o s t  a s  g r e a t  b e tw een  the  tw o u rb a n  a g g re g a te s  
a s  i t  is  b e tw een  th e  c i t ie s  and  the  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p . I t f u r th e r  s u g ­
g e s ts  th a t  the  tw o c i t ie s  v a ry  w id e ly  in  th e i r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  fu n c tio n s .
The s e x  r a t io  fo r  a l l  th re e  p o p u la tio n s  is  w e ll above 100 in  
th e  age c la s s  0 to  5 y e a r s  b u t soon  th e r e a f te r  the  c i t ie s  b e g in  to  d i s ­
p la y  a  d if f e re n t p a t te rn .  B y  the age of 10 y e a r s  the n u m b e r of u rb a n  
m a le s  to  100 fe m a le s  s t a r t s  a  d ec lin e  in  im p o r ta n c e  w hich  c o n tin u e s , 
g e n e ra l ly , u n til the  a g es  o f 20 to  24 y e a r s .  F r o m  the  e a r l i e s t  a g e s , 
h o w e v e r, the  lo s s  in  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of m a le s  is  g r e a te r  in  th e  -city 
o f S h re v e p o r t  th a n  in  B a to n  R ouge, an d  the  d iv e rg e n c e  co n tin u es  th ro u g h ­
o u t the age sp an  up to  the  le v e l  of 70 y e a r s .  D u rin g  th e  age c la s s  10 to  
14, fo r  e x a m p le , w hile  S h r e v e p o r t 's  s e x  r a t io  h a s  d ro p p e d  b e lo w  100 
to  98 . 6, th a t  o f B a to n  R ouge re ta in s  the r e la t iv e ly  h ig h  le v e l  o f 101. 0 
m a le s  p e r  100 fe m a le s .  W h erea s  b o th  u rb a n  g ro u p s  show  a  s ig n if ic a n t 
d e c lin e  in  th e  s e x  r a t io  b e tw een  the  a g es  15 and  19 y e a r s ,  th a t  of 
S h re v e p o r t  is  m u c h  lo w e r , b e in g  77. 2 a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  8 7 .4  fo r  B a to n  
R ouge. T h is  d e c lin e  in  the  s e x  r a t io  am ong young p e r s o n s  is  a p p a re n tly  
a  r e s u l t  of the  ty p ic a l ly  lo w  u rb a n  f e r t i l i t y  w h ich  p e r s i s t e d  u n til  the  
e a r ly  f o r t ie s .  B a to n  R ouge p ro b a b ly  a c q u ire d  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  
in  th e  v e ry  young in d u s t r ia l  a g e s  th ro u g h  in -m ig ra t io n  o f m a le s ,  o r
Q
W ilbur C . H a lle n b e c k , A m e r ic a n  U rb an  C o m m u n itie s  (N ew  
Y ork: H a rp e r  an d  B r o th e r s ,  1951) p . 66.
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th ro u g h  in -m ig ra t io n  o f r u r a l  fa m il ie s  co n ta in in g  m o re  c h ild re n  in  the  
young a g e s . In b o th  c i t ie s ,  a t  the  age of 20 y e a r s ,  a  le s s e n in g  in  th e  d e ­
f ic ie n c y  of m a le s  is  n o tab le  and  co n tin u es  th ro u g h  the  age of 30 y e a r s .
T h is  is  p o s s ib ly  the  r e f le c t io n  of th e  u s u a l u rb a n  w a rd  m ig ra t io n  o f young 
p eo p le  an d  e m p h a s iz e s  the  s t ro n g e r  a t t r a c t io n  of B a to n  R ouge fo r  m a le s .  
A lso  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  the r e a s o n s  fo r  the  h ig h e r  s e x  r a t io  in  B a to n  R ouge 
is  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  c h e m ic a l in d u s tr ie s  of th a t  c ity  em p lo y  m a le s ,  p r i ­
m a r i ly  in  w age jo b s .
In b o th  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  th e re  is  a  c o m p a ra b le  r i s e  
an d  fa l l  in  th e  p ro p o r tio n  of m a le s  p e r  100 fe m a le s  th ro u g h o u t th e  age 
c la s s e s  f ro m  30 y e a r s  on, w ith  a  c o n s is te n tly  lo w e r s e x  r a t io  in  S h re v e p o r t  
a l l  the  w ay up the age la d d e r .  In m o s t in s ta n c e s  in  S h re v e p o r t  the  ra n g e  
is  f ro m  sev e n  to  te n  p o in ts  b e lo w  th a t  of B a to n  R ouge. F o r  e x a m p le , the 
s e x  r a t io  in  the  age c la s s  30 to  35 y e a r s  is  96 . 1 fo r  B a to n  R ouge an d  89. 1 
fo r  S h re v e p o r t;  a t  abou t th e  age 45 y e a r s  i t  is  9 5 .5  an d  8 7 .5 ,  re s p e c tiv e ly ;  
and  a t  age 65 i t  i s  95 . 4 an d  87. 7, r e s p e c t iv e ly .  A  flu c tu a tio n  o c c u rs  in  
th e  age c la s s  50 to  54 w h e re  the  s e x  r a t io  of B a to n  R ouge re a c h e s  the  
s u r p r is in g  le v e l  of 1 0 2 .4 , w hile th e  c o rre sp o n d in g  r a t io  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  
i s  o n ly  9 2 .4 .  In  S h re v e p o r t  the  s m a l le r  p ro p o r tio n s  of m en  in  th e s e  
m id d le  a g es  e x p re s s  the  p re v a il in g  fe m in in ity  of th a t  c ity  w hich  c h a r a c ­
t e r i z e s  the  s e x  r a t io  f ro m  the  age of te n  y e a r s  u p w ard .
R u r a l - U rb an  D if f e r e n t ia ls . In  f u r th e r  r e f e re n c e  to  F ig u re  26, 
a  re v e a lin g  c o m p a r iso n  of th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f m a le s  to  100 fe m a le s  can
b e  m ad e  b e tw ee n  th e  r u r a l - f a r m  an d  the u rb a n  g ro u p s . A c a re fu l
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e x a m in a tio n  of th e se  d a ta  p o in ts  up r u r a l - u r b a n  d if f e r e n t ia ls  an d  a t  the 
sam e  tim e  s u g g e s ts  e x p la n a tio n s . One m a y  sa fe ly  a s s u m e  th a t  w hen a  
lo w e r th an  u s u a l s e x  r a t io  in  the  r u r a l - f a r m  a r e a  is  m a tc h e d  b y  a  h ig h e r  
th a n  u su a l s e x  r a t io  in  c o m p a ra b le  age c la s s e s  o f the n e a rb y  c i t ie s ,  i t  is  
c h ie f ly  b e c a u se  of the  f a m il ia r  d e m o g ra p h ic  p a t te rn  o f r u r a l - u r b a n  m i ­
g ra t io n , w ith  i ts  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  age and  s e x  s e le c tiv e  f a c to r s .  T h is 
r e c ip r o c a l  r e la t io n s h ip  is  m o re  e v id e n t b e tw een  B a to n  R ouge an d  r u r a l -  
f a r m  g ro u p  th a n  fo r  S h re v e p o r t , in  the  young ad u lt a g e s .
In the r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a , fo r  e x a m p le , s e x  
r a t io s  a re  v e ry  h ig h  in  the  age c la s s  10 to  20 y e a r s ,  f ro m  w hence th e y  
th en  b eg in  to  d e sc e n d , m a in ta in in g  a  le v e l  h ig h e r  th a n  100 up to  th e  ag es  
25 to  29 y e a r s .  The sam e  ag es  o f 10 to  20 y e a r s  r e f le c t  a  lo s s  o f im ­
p o r ta n c e  in  the r e la t iv e  n u m b e r of m a le s  fo r  th e  c i t i e s .  B a to n  Rouge 
re a c h e s  a  low  s e x  r a t io  of 87. 4 in  the  a g es  15 to  19 y e a r s  w h e re  the 
r u r a l - f a r m  is  e x tr e m e ly  h ig h  a t  1 1 2 .9 . S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  s t i l l  lo w e r 
r a t io  of 77. 2 m a le s  to  f e m a le s ,  in  th is  age c la s s ,  b u t i t  co n tin u es  the 
d ro p . The lo w e s t s e x  r a t io  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  is  th a t  o f 7 1 .4  fo r  the  ag es  
20 to  24 y e a r s ,  w hich  c o n tr a s ts  w ith  1 0 6 .5  fo r  the  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  of 
L o u is ia n a , w hile  B a to n  R ouge h a s  93 . 5. A gain  in  the  a g e s  above 55 y e a r s  
a  m a rk e d  d iv e rg e n c e  is  n o ted  b e tw een  the  s e x  r a t io s  o f th e  r u r a l - f a r m  
and  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n s . The h ig h  p ro p o r t io n  of m a le s  is  a s  d e fin ite  fo r  
th e  r u r a l  g ro u p  a s  the  lo w  p ro p o r tio n  is  c o n s is te n t  am ong  the  u rb a n  a g ­
g r e g a te s ,  b u t w ith  B a to n  R o u g e 's  change in  the  r a t io  m o re  p re c ip i ta te .
142
T he obv ious e x p la n a tio n  w ould  in d ic a te  the  e f fe c ts  o f m ig ra t io n  and  
lo n g e v ity .
The W hite P o p u la tio n
A m ong the  w h ite s  of B a to n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t ,  an d  the  r u r a l -  
f a r m  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a , the  p ro p o r t io n  of m a le s  to  100 fe m a le s  is  
99 . 1» 9 0 .7  an d  1 0 7 .9 , r e s p e c t iv e ly .  F ig u re  27 r e v e a ls  th a t  th e  th r e e  
g ro u p s  d is p la y  w id e ly  d if fe re n t  p a t te rn s  in  s e x  c o m p o s itio n . A lthough  
in  g e n e ra l  the  c u rv e s  fo r  s e x  r a t io s  in  the  w hite  p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  
R ouge, S h re v e p o r t ,  and  r u r a l - f a r m  L o u is ia n a  e x h ib it  f lu c tu a tio n s  in  
the  sa m e  age c la s s e s  a s  th o se  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , the  v a r ia t io n s  
a r e  so m ew h a t m o re  p ro n o u n c e d  am ong the  w h ite s . W hite m a le s  a r e  of 
l e s s e r  n u m e r ic a l  im p o r ta n c e  in  S h re v e p o r t  in  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  B a to n  
R ouge f ro m  the  e a r l i e s t  a g e s , th a n  is  the  c a se  in  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . 
A nd w h e re a s  B a to n  R o u g e 's  s e x  r a t io  fo r  w h ite s  r e m a in s ,  fo r  the  m o s t  
p a r t ,  above 100 b e tw ee n  the  a g es  o f 25 an d  55 y e a r s ,  th a t  o f S h re v e p o r t  
fo r  the  sa m e  age c la s s e s  n e v e r  r i s e s  above 9 7 .7 .  The g r e a te s t  c o n t r a s t  
in  th is  c a te g o ry  b e tw een  the  s e x  r a t io s  o f the  tw o c i t ie s  o c c u rs  a t  the  
age c la s s  20 to  24, w hen B a to n  R o u g e 's  p ro p o r t io n  of m a le s  to  100 
fe m a le s  is  1 0 0 .3  an d  S h r e v e p o r t 's  c o r re sp o n d in g  r a t io  is  7 4 .8 . T h is  
a g a in  p ro b a b ly  r e f le c ts  the  g r e a te r  a t t r a c t io n  o f B a to n  R o u g e 's  in d u s t r ia l  
eco n o m y  fo r  young m e n .
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Figure 27. Sex ratioa by age for the white populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport and 
Louisiana rural-farm : 1950.
( S n u a c t :  I H i t c p  S r A T r r .  Cc>.'?ir- o f  P o p u l a t i o n ;
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age c la s s  50 to  54 y e a r s .  In th is  in s ta n c e  B a to n  R ouge h a s  108 .5  m a le s  
p e r  100 fe m a le s ,  w hile  S h re v e p o r t  h as  on ly  96 . 6. The s e x  s e le c tiv e  
fa c to r  in  in d u s try  m a y  co n tin u e  to  be o p e ra tiv e  h e r e .  S ti l l  a  fu r th e r  
d iv e rg e n c e  is  found  a t  the  a g e s  o f 70 to  74 y e a r s .  T h is  t im e , h o w e v er, 
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  the  g r e a te r  p re d o m in a n ce  of m a le s  w ith  a  s e x  r a t io  of 
72. 2 a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  6 1 .0  fo r  B ato n  R ouge. The im p o r ta n c e  of the  
aged  in  g e n e r a l  in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  m a y  a cc o u n t fo r  th is  d i f f e r ­
e n tia l .  A s p o in ted  ou t e a r l i e r ,  th a t  c ity  s e e m s  to  have  a  s t ro n g e r  a t ­
t r a c t io n  fo r  ag ing  c i t iz e n s , b e c a u se  th e y  c o n s ti tu te  a  c o n s id e ra b ly  
l a r g e r  p ro p o r tio n  of the p o p u la tio n  of S h re v e p o r t  th a n  B ato n  R ouge.
R u ra l-U rb a n  D if f e r e n t ia ls . The c o n tr a s ts  b e tw een  the w hite 
u rb a n  p o p u la tio n s  an d  th a t o f the  r u r a l - f a r m  a re  s im i la r  to  th o se  w hich  
w ere  n o ted  fo r  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . T h e re  is  a  g r e a te r  p re d o m in a n ce  
of m a le s  p e r  100 fe m a le s  in  the  a g es  b e tw een  10 an d  24 y e a r s  am ong 
r u r a l - f a r m  w h ite s  th a n  is  t ru e  fo r  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n . T h is  m a k es  fo r  
s t ro n g e r  c o n tr a s ts  b e tw een  the  r u r a l - f a r m  s e x  r a t io s  fo r  th o se  a g es  and  
th o se  in  the c i t ie s .
F o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t ,  th e se  c u rv e s  d e s c r ib e  the  sa m e  g e n e ra l  
p a t te rn s  a s  do th o se  fo r  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  (s e e  F ig u re  26) w hich  m a y  
be ta k e n  a s  an  in d ic a tio n  th a t  the  w hite p o p u la tio n  m o re  n e a r ly  r e p r e  - 
s e n ts  the  n o rm  in  e a c h  p a r t ic u la r  a g g re g a te  a s  a  w hole .
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T he N onw hite P o p u la tio n
F ig u re  28 c o m p a re s  the  non w hite g ro u p s  in  the  p o p u la tio n s  of 
B a to n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t , and  r u r a l - f a r m  L o u is ia n a . T h is  f ig u re  p r o ­
v id e s  som e fe a tu re s  d if fe re n t f ro m  a ll of the  s e le c te d  g ro u p s  above. 
A c co rd in g  to  Ja f fe e , a  g iv en  p o p u la tio n  sh o u ld  have a  s l ig h t e x c e s s  
of m a le s  a t  the  yo linger age g ro u p s , p e rh a p s  a p p ro x im a te ly  eq u a l n u m ­
b e r s  a t  the  m id d le  age g ro u p s , an d  an  e x c e s s  o f fe m a le s  in  the  o ld e r
/
age g ro u p s ; b u t due c o n s id e ra tio n  m u s t  a lw ays be g iven  to  h is to r ic a l  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w hich  m a y  have o p e ra te d  to  p ro d u ce  n o n -c o n fo rm ity .
The " h is to r ic a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s "  w eigh  qu ite  h e a v ily  in  an y  a n a ly s is  of 
the  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n . It is  r e a d i ly  o b se rv a b le  th a t  the  s e x  r a t io  fo r  
non w h ites  is  p re d o m in a n tly  low , ev en  in  the  r u r a l - f a r m  se g m e n t, e x c e p t 
in  the v e ry  young an d  o ld  a g e s . A lthough  th e re  a r e  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  
N eg ro  m a le s  p e r  100 fe m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge th an  in  S h re v e p o r t , the on ly  
a g es  a t  w hich  m a le s  a c tu a lly  p re d o m in a te  in  the C ap ita l C ity  a r e  th o se  
b e lo w  15 y e a r s  an d  th o se  b e tw ee n  55 and  60 y e a r s .  In S h re v e p o r t ,  the  
s e x  ra t io  fo r  n o n w h ites  is  r e m a rk a b ly  lo w  a f te r  the  age of te n  y e a r s .
In the  l a t t e r  c i ty  the  ag es  20 to  25 y e a r s  show  an  u n u su a lly  lo w  r a t io  of
A . J . J a f fe e , H andbook of S ta t is t ic a l  M ethods fo r  D e m o ­
g r a p h e r s , (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice ,
1951) p . 89.
^  The te r m s  "N eg ro "  an d  "N onw hite" a r e  u s e d  in te rc h a n g e ­
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Figure 28. Sex ratioa by age for the nonwhite populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, 
and Louisiana rural-farm : 1950.
( S o u r c e !  U n i t > d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o f  P o p u l a t i o n :
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o n ly  71. 2 m a le s  to  100 f e m a le s , and  the  r a t io  is  n e v e r  h ig h e r  th a n  92 . 3 
a t  any  tim e  th e r e a f t e r .  In o th e r  w o rd s , in  the  nonw hite  g ro u p , ev en  
though  B a to n  R ouge d isp la y s  a  g e n e r a l ly  lo w  s e x  r a t io ,  S h re v e p o r t  is  
m a rk e d ly  lo w e r in  the  p ro p o r t io n  of m a le s  to  fe m a le s .
T h ese  c u rv e s  e m p h a s iz e  the  fe m in in ity  o f the  nonw hite  p o p u la ­
tio n  w hich  is  a  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f th a t  g ro u p , b u t i t  is  m o re  p r o ­
n o u n ced  in  th e s e  tw o u rb a n  a r e a s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  S h re v e p o r t ,  th a n  in  
the  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n . T h e re  is  a  r i s e  in  s e x  r a t io s  in  the  a g e s  55 
to  60 y e a r s  in  b o th  the  u rb a n  and  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p s , an d  i t  e x ten d s  
above 100 in  the  l a t t e r .  T h is  ten d en c y  to w a rd  h ig h  p ro p o r t io n s  o f m en  
in  the  p o p u la tio n  a t  th e se  la te  ag es  h a s  no obv ious e x p la n a tio n  o th e r  th an  
th a t  i t  is  due to  e r r o r s  in  the  d a ta  fo r  n o n w h ite s . If the  m is s ta te m e n t  
of w o m e n 's  a g es  is  a  f a c to r  h e re  i t  a f fe c ts  a  d if f e re n t  age g ro u p  f ro m  
th a t  o f the  w h ite s , co m in g  m u c h  l a t e r .  It is  p o s s ib le  th a t  so m e  o f the 
m e m b e rs  of th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  w ere  on the m ove a t  the tim e  of the  c e n s u s , 
p ro v id in g  the p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  so m e  m a y  have b e e n  c o u n ted  tw ice  w hile  
o th e r s  w e re  m is s e d  a l to g e th e r .  The fa v o ra b le  co n d itio n s  r e la t iv e  to  
s e c u r in g  w e lfa re  a s s is ta n c e  b y  p la c in g  th e m s e lv e s  in  a  s u ita b le  age 
c l a s s ,  m e n tio n e d  e a r l i e r ,  m a y  a ls o  be a  f a c to r  in  the  S h re v e p o r t  s e x  
r a t io ;  w hile  fa v o ra b le  e m p lo y m e n t co n d itio n s  fo r  n o n w h ites  o b ta in  to  a  
g r e a te r  e x te n t in  B a to n  R ouge, th e re b y  in flu en c in g  the  s e x  r a t io  in  th a t  
c ity .
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T he O th e r - U rb an  Population .
F ig u re  29 c o m p a re s  the s e x  r a t io s  b y  age in  the p o p u la tio n s  of 
B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  w ith  the o th e r -u r b a n  po p u la tio n  of 
L o u is ia n a . The r a t io s  w e re  d e te rm in e d  fo r  th e  o th e r -u r b a n  p o p u la tio n  
o f the  s ta te  b y  s u b tra c tin g  the  p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  
f ro m  the  to ta l  s ta te  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n . I t is  in te r e s t in g  to  no te  th a t  the  
c u rv e  fo r  the  o th e r -u r b a n  s e x  r a t io s  fa l ls  b e tw een  th o se  of the  tw o c i t ie s  
w hich  a re  c e n t r a l  to  th is  a n a ly s is ,  and  th a t  the  th re e  c u rv e s  d e s c r ib e  a  
b ro a d ly  s im i la r  p a t te rn .  A ll o f th e se  u rb a n  a r e a s  e x h ib it the  low  se x  
r a t io s  w hich  w ould  be e x p e c te d  w hen the  r u r a l  in flu en ce  is  re m o v e d . 
F r o m  a  s e x  r a t io  of 96. 7 fo r  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of L o u is ia n a * ^  th e re  is  
a  d ro p  to  92 . 0 fo r  th e  o th e r -u r b a n  g ro u p . T h is  fa l ls  b e tw een  the B ato n  
R ouge s e x  r a t io  fo r  a l l  a g e s  o f 9 5 .3  an d  th a t  o f S h re v e p o r t , 88. 3.
I t  is  c le a r  th a t  B a to n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  m o re  n e a r ly  a p p ro x i­
m a te s  the  n o rm  o f the  s t a t e 's  o th e r - u r b a n  p o p u la tio n  in  the  p ro p o r tio n  
o f m a le s  to  f e m a le s , w hile  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  fa lls  w e ll b e lo w  the 
a v e ra g e  fo r  o th e r - u r b a n  g ro u p s  in  L o u is ia n a . T h is  is  s t i l l  a n o th e r  in ­
d ic a tio n  of the  l e s s  d y n am ic  c h a r a c te r  of the  p o p u la tio n  of the  l a t t e r  c ity . 
S h re v e p o r t  is  p o s s e s s e d  of a  p re d o m in a n tly  w h i te - c o l la r ,  t r a d e - c e n te r  
type of e m p lo y m e n t, w hich  is  s e le c tiv e  of f e m a le s ;  a ls o  o f a  n o rm a lly
U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950. B u lle tin  P - B 18, 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ash in g to n  U nited  S ta te s  
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Figure 29. Sex ratios by age for Baton Rouge, Shreveport and other-urban 
populations of Louisiana: 1950.
( S o u r c e :  U t m ' - p  S t s t c s  C e n s u s  o r  P o p  l a t i n n ;  JL25D
150
ag ing  p o p u la tio n  th a t  r e f le c ts  the  g r e a te r  lo n g e v ity  of fe m a le s . H ow ­
e v e r ,  in  the a g es  o v e r  60 y e a r s ,  S h re v e p o r t  m o re  n e a r ly  a p p ro x i­
m a te s  the  p a t te rn  in  o th e r -u r b a n  a r e a s  th a n  d oes B a to n  R ouge. In fa c t, 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  s e x  d is t r ib u tio n  co in c id e s  a lm o s t  e x a c tly  w ith  th a t  o f the  
o th e r -u r b a n  se g m e n t f ro m  the  ag es  of 60 to  70 y e a r s .  In the  ad v an ced  
a g e s , S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  h ig h e r  s e x  r a t io n  an d  B a to n  R ouge a  c o n s id e r ­
ab ly  lo w e r  s e x  r a t io  th a n  the  o th e r -u r b a n  p o p u la tio n . I t  is  p o s s ib le  th a t 
the  in -m ig ra t io n  of young m a le s  to  B a to n  R ouge m a y  be c o u n te rb a la n c e d  
b y  an  o u t-m ig ra t io n  of th e  in d u s t r ia l  m a le  w o rk e rs  a t  the  r e t i r e m e n t  age 
o r  b e c a u se  o f h ig h  in d u s t r ia l  m o r ta l i ty  a ro u n d  m id d le  a g e .
In g e n e r a l ,  i t  c an  be n o ted  th a t  th e  s e x  r a t io s  in  B a to n  R ouge 
an d  S h re v e p o r t  d is p la y  m o re  e x tr e m e s  th a n  the  m o re  ev en  c u rv e  o f the 
o th e r -u r b a n  s e g m e n t. In th e  m a in , h o w e v er, the  th re e  g ro u p s  e x h ib it 
m o re  s im i la r i t i e s  th a n  th e y  do d if f e r e n c e s , w ith  the  c ity  o f B ato n  R ouge 
m a in ta in in g  a  p re d o m in a n c e  o f m a le s  d is t in c tly  h ig h e r  th an  the  o th e r  
tw o p o p u la tio n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  age sp an .
C o m p a riso n  of N ew  O r le a n s  w ith  B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t
F o r  m a n y  d e c a d e s  N ew  O rle a n s  w as the  "q ueen  c i ty  o f th e  South" 
an d  L o u is ia n a 's  on ly  im p o r ta n t  u rb a n  c e n te r .  B e c a u se  o f the  g r e a t  s ig n i­
f ic a n c e  o f N ew  O rle a n s  in  the  h is to r y  of u rb a n  d ev e lo p m en t in  L o u is ia n a , 
i t  is  d e e m e d  u se fu l to  c o n s id e r  the  p o p u la tio n  o f th a t  c ity  in  r e la t io n  to  
the  tw o y o u n g e r u rb a n  c e n te r s  in  th is  a n a ly s is .  In  1940 N ew  O rle a n s
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c o n ta in ed  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e -h a lf  of the  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  of the  s ta te ,
b u t b y  1950 o n ly  tw o -f if th s  (o r  4 1 .8  p e r  c en t) of L o u is ia n a 's  u rb a n
13c i t iz e n s  liv e d  w ith in  i t s  b o u n d a r ie s . S ince  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  r e p r e s e n t  in  lo c a tio n  ro u g h ly  the  t r a d i t io n a l  g e o g ra p h ic  
d iv is io n s  of N o rth  L o u is ia n a  and  South  L o u is ia n a , i t  m ig h t p ro v e  to  be 
s o c io lo g ic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t if  one o f th e se  c i t ie s  is  found to  re s e m b le  m o re  
n e a r ly  the " C re s c e n t  C ity . "
In F ig u re  30 the  s e x  r a t io s  o f L o u is ia n a 's  th re e  l a r g e s t  u rb a n  
c e n te r s ,  N ew  O r le a n s , S h re v e p o r t , an d  B a to n  R ouge, m a y b e  c o m p a re d . 
I t w ould  in d eed  s e e m  th a t  in  som e r e s p e c ts  the  tw o South  L o u is ia n a  
c i t ie s  of B a to n  R ouge an d  N ew  O rle a n s  c o n fo rm  to a  co m m o n  p a t te rn . 
A lthough  B a to n  R o u g e 's  s e x  r a t io  is  c o n s is te n tly  h ig h e r  th an  th a t  of 
N ew  O rle a n s  o r  S h re v e p o r t , i t  r i s e s  an d  fa l ls  in  th e  sa m e  g e n e ra l  age 
g ro u p s  a s  d oes th a t  of the  C re s c e n t  C ity . B o th  B a to n  R ouge an d  New 
O rle a n s  have  a  h ig h e r  s e x  r a t io  th an  S h re v e p o r t  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  p r o ­
du c tiv e  a g e s .
A ll th re e  c i t ie s  have r e la t iv e ly  lo w  p ro p o r t io n s  of m a le s  in  the 
a g e s  a f te r  60 y e a r s .  It is  n o ta b le , h o w e v e r, th a t  f ro m  ab o u t 35 y e a r s  
o f age u p w ard , S h re v e p o r t  co in c id e s  m o re  n e a r ly  w ith  N ew  O rle a n s  in  
s e x  r a t io s  th an  does B a to n  R ouge. The C a p ita l C ity  m a in ta in s  a  m u ch
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Figure 30. Sex ratio by age for the total populations of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, and 
New Orleans: 1950.
<S o u r  c e :  U n i t e d  . S t a t e s  C e n s u s  s l  P o m t  a t  i o q : i i r p
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h ig h e r  r a t io  of m a le s  to  fe m a le s  fo r  a l l  a g e s  above 20 y e a r s  th an  the 
o th e r  tw o c i t ie s .  T h is  ten d en c y  s u g g e s ts  th a t  the  s ig n if ic a n t c o n tr a s t  
b e tw ee n  the  s e x  r a t io s  of the  d y n am ic  p o p u la tio n  o f B a to n  R ouge and  
th o se  o f the  m o re  " s e t t le d ” u rb a n  c e n te r s  of S h re v e p o r t  an d  N ew  O rle a n s  
is  a t tr ib u ta b le  to  the  s e x  s e le c t iv i ty  of m a le s  b y  in d u s try  an d  m o re  e m ­
p lo y m e n t o p p o rtu n itie s  in  B a to n  R ouge.
W hite -N onw hite  D if fe re n tia ls
B y  co n su ltin g  F ig u r e s  31 an d  32, i t  is  p o s s ib le  to  c o n s id e r  f u r ­
th e r  the  d iffe re n c e  b e tw een  s e x  r a t io s  in  the  w hite an d  nonw hite  s e g ­
m e n ts  o f the  p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t . The c h a r te d  
c u rv e s  fo r  the  w h ite s  c le a r ly  p o r t r a y  th e  g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  o f m a le s  
in  B a to n  R ouge o v e r  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  in  a l l  a g e s , b u t p a r t i c u la r ly  
am ong  th o se  b e tw een  20 and  55 y e a r s .  The s c a r c i ty  of young w hite 
m a le s  is  e x tre m e  in  S h re v e p o r t  b e tw een  th e  a g es  of 10 an d  20 y e a r s ,  
an d  th is  p a u c ity  o f m a le s  is  m o re  e x a g g e ra te d  th a n  th a t  of B a to n  R ouge, 
in  a l l  a g e s . A m ong n onw hites  the  s e x  c o m p o s itio n  of the  tw o u rb a n  
g ro u p s  fo llo w s m o re  n e a r ly  a  co m m o n  p a t te rn  th an  is  t r u e  am ong  w h ite s . 
I t i s  n o te w o rth y  th a t  the  s e x  r a t io  is  h ig h e r  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  in  the  ag es  
u n d e r five  y e a r s ,  b u t f ro m  th a t  p o in t, a s  w ith  the  w h ite s , B a to n  R ouge 
m a in ta in s  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of m a le s  in  h e r  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n . H ow ­
e v e r ,  the  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  g r e a te r  s u rp lu s  of m a le s  in  B a to n  Rouge o v e r 













Figure 31, Sex ratioa by age for the white populations of Baton Rouge and 
Shreveport: 1950.












Figure 32. Sex ratioa by age for the nonwhite populationa of Baton Rouge and 
Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u r c e ! U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o r  P o p u l a t i o n :  1 ^ 9 9 )
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the w h ite s . O r, to  p u t i t  a n o th e r  w ay, the nonw hite  s e g m e n ts  o f bo th  
of th e se  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n s  a r e  f a r  m o re  fem in in e  th an  the  w hite  s e g ­
m e n ts  .
T ab le  XI d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  the t r e n d  in  b o th  c i t ie s  b e tw een  
1930 and  1940 h a s  b e e n  to w a rd  a  d e c re a s in g  s e x  ra t io  am ong th e  n a tiv e  
w h ite s . T he sh if t  u p w ard  in  B a to n  R o u g e 's  s e x  r a t io  in  the  w hite p o p u ­
la tio n  b e tw een  1940 and  1950 is  undoub ted ly  r e la te d  to  the  s h a r p  r i s e  in  
in d u s try  an d  to  the  in c re a s e  in  n u m b e rs  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  o f th a t  
c ity . The n u m b e r of w hite m a le s  fo r  e a c h  100 fe m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  
fo llow s a  c o n s is te n t  dow nw ard  s lo p e . The fo re ig n -b o rn  s e x  r a t io s  a r e  
n o t s ig n if ic a n t b e c a u se  the  to ta l  n u m b er in  e a c h  p o p u la tio n  is  n eg lig ib le  
( le s s  th an  one p e r  cen t) .
The change in  the  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n s , w hich  r e f le c t  g e n e ra l ly  
a  h ig h e r  s e x  r a t io  in  1950 th a n  in  1940, is  p ro b a b ly  due to  the  eco n o m ic  
f a c to r .  E m p lo y m en t o p p o r tu n itie s  a re  m u ch  m o re  fa v o ra b le  fo r  N e g ro es  
th a n  in  p re v io u s  d e c a d e s . T he a t t r a c t io n s  o f w e lfa re  a s s is ta n c e ,  a ls o , 
add  to  the  s e c u r i ty  and  con v en ien ce  of u rb a n  life  fo r  N eg ro  m a le s  in  1950. 
The h ig h e r  s e x  r a t io  fo r  th is  ra c e  in  B ato n  R ouge o v e r  S h re v e p o r t  is  
d o u b tle ss  in flu en c ed  b y  the  d em an d s  of in d u s try  fo r  m o re  w o rk e rs  in  
the  b lu e - c o l la r  type of o c cu p a tio n , w hile S h re v e p o r t  e m p lo y e rs  r e q u ir e  
p e rs o n s  w ith  g r e a te r  te c h n ic a l tra in in g .
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TA B LE X I
SEX  RA TIO S, BY RACE AND N A TIV ITY , BATON ROUGE AND
SH R E V E PO R T : 1930-1950*
A re a Y ear
N ative
W hite
F o r e ig n - b o rn
W hite N eg ro
B ato n  R ouge 1930 9 3 .5 130 .3 78. 1
1940 9 2 . 8 1 2 0 . 1 79. 1
1950 9 8 .5 144 .8 8 6 . 1
S h re v e p o r t 1930 9 5 .5 122.9 8 1 .5
1940 9 3 .5 1 2 9 . 2 79. 6
1950 9 0 . 6 9 7 .2 8 3 .5
♦ S ource: S ix tee n th  C en su s  of the  U n ited  S ta te s : 1940; V ol. II,
C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  o f the  P o p u la tio n , pp . 4 2 2 -4 2 3 . T ab le  32. 
U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U n ited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 4 9 -5 0 ,
T ab le  34.
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G e n e ra l  C o n c lu sio n s
On the  w ho le , the  s e x  r a t io s  in  th e  c i t ie s  of B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  d is p la y  th e  u s u a l r u r a l - u r b a n  an d  r a c ia l  c o n t r a s ts ,  p lu s  
v a r ia t io n s  in  e a c h  m u n ic ip a li ty  th a t  a r e  the  r e  s t i l t  o f i ts  unique o c c u p a ­
tio n a l and  g ro w th  p a t te rn .
The s e x  r a t io s  a re  c o n s is te n tly  h ig h e r  in  B a to n  R ouge th an  in  
S h re v e p o r t  th ro u g h o u t the  age sp an . B o th  c i t ie s  e x h ib it  a  lo w  s e x  r a t io  
b e tw ee n  the  a g es  o f 15 an d  25 y e a r s ,  fo llow ed  by  a  m u ch  h ig h e r  r a t io  of 
m a le s  to  fe m a le s  in  the  young a d u lt ag es  b e tw ee n  25 and  39 y e a r s .  B a to n  
Rouge co n tin u es  p re d o m in a n tly  m a sc u lin e  u n til the  a g es  above 65 y e a r s .  
S h re v e p o r t  is  p re d o m in a te ly  fem in in e  in  the  a g es  o v e r  40 y e a r s .  The 
s e x  r a t io s  a r e  h ig h  am ong  the fo re ig n -b o rn  and  low  am ong  N e g ro e s  in  
b o th  c i t ie s .
In  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  o th e r - u r b a n  p o p u la tio n s  of the  s ta te ,  and  
w ith  N ew  O r le a n s ,  B a to n  R ouge h a s  g e n e ra l ly  a  h ig h e r  s e x  r a t io  and 
S h re v e p o r t  a  lo w e r  s e x  r a t io  th a n  th e  o th e r s .  In  the  e a r ly  p ro d u c tiv e  
a g es  the  p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  R ouge an d  N ew  O rle a n s  b o th  have  a  h ig h e r  
s e x  r a t io  th a n  d o es  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t .  A fte r  the  age of 60 y e a r s  a l l  of 
the  u rb a n  a r e a s  have lo w  r a t io s  o f m a le s  to  fe m a le s .  The tw o u rb a n  
c e n te r s  o f S h re v e p o r t  an d  N ew  O rle a n s  a re  m u c h  m o re  s im i la r  in  the  
s e x  r a t io s  o f th e i r  p o p u la tio n s  above the  age o f 35 y e a r s ,  w ith  B a to n  
R ouge m a in ta in in g  th ro u g h o u t the  age sp an  a  m u c h  h ig h e r  r a t io  of m a le s
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to  f e m a le s .
The d if f e r e n tia ls  th a t  c au se  a  d e p a r tu re  f ro m  the  e x p e c te d  
p a t te r n  in  p ro p o r tio n a te  n u m b e rs  in  the  s e x e s  of a  p o p u la tio n  a r e  due , 
in  p a r t ,  to  the  d if f e r e n tia l  b i r th  r a te  an d  to  m ig ra t io n , b o th  of w hich  
a r e  in flu en c ed  b y  eco n o m ic  and  s o c ia l  f a c to r s .  B a to n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la ­
tio n  d e m o n s tra te s  the  ten d en c y  fo r  in d u s try  to  s e le c t  young m a le s  f ro m  
the  r u r a l  in - m ig r a n ts .  S h r e v e p o r t 's  lo w  s e x  ra t io  p o in ts  up th e  s e l e c ­
tio n  o f fe m a le s  by  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  m ig ra t io n  due p e rh a p s  to  the g r e a te r  
lu r e  o f w h ite -c o l la r  jo b s  an d  " c i ty  l i f e "  fo r  m e m b e rs  of th is  sex .
A lthough  B a to n  R ouge is  g e n e r a l ly  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  m a s c u lin i ty  
and  S h re v e p o r t  by  fe m in ity , b o th  c i t ie s  r e f le c t  the  g r e a te r  life  e x p e c ­
ta n c y  o f fe m a le s  in  the  p re d o m in a n tly  lo w  s e x  r a t io  am ong  the ag ing  and  
the  ag ed .
CH A PTER VIII
M A R ITA L STATUS
A m ong a l l  h u m an  g ro u p in g s  the  m o s t  b a s ic  i s  the  fa m ily . I t 
is  th e  " m a tr ix  o f h u m an  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  an d  a s  su ch  i t  b e c o m e s  the
s o c ia l  in s t i tu t io n  w hich  m o re  th a n  an y  o th e r  a f fe c ts  the  h a p p in e ss  of
2 3m a n . The fa m ily  i s  d e s ig n a te d  b y  B o s s a r d  a s  the  " c u ltu re  b e a r e r .  "
I t e x e r t s  the  e a r l i e s t  and  the  m o s t  la s t in g  in flu en ce  on the in d iv id u a l,
and  i t s  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  in  the  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty  i s  re c o g n iz e d  by  a ll
s tu d e n ts  o f h um an  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s .  I t i s  S m ith 's  op in ion  th a t
to d a y  in  A m e r ic a  the  fa m ily  is  b o th  the  ag en cy  b y  w hich  the fu tu re
p o p u la tio n  is  p ro d u c e d  an d  the  c ru c ib le  in  w h ich  th o se  c i t iz e n s  o f the
4
n e x t g e n e ra tio n  a r e  t e s te d  an d  m o ld e d .
M a r r ia g e  is  the  s o c ia l ly  a c c e p te d  p a t te r n  fo r  the e s ta b l i s h ­
m e n t and  p e rp e tu a tio n  o f f a m ily  r e la t io n s h ip s  in  A m e r ic a .  T h e re fo re
* R a y E .  B a b e r ,  M a r r ia g e  an d  the  F a m ily , (N ew  Y ork: 
M c G ra w -H ill B ook  C om pany , In c . , 1953) p . 1.
2
M ey er F .  N im koff, M a r r ia g e  an d  the  F a m i ly , (N ew  Y ork: 
H oughton  M ifflin  C om pany , 1947) p . 3.
3
J a m e s  H. S . B o s s a r d ,  T he S o c io lo g y  o f C h ild  D ev e lo p m e n t, 
(N ew  Y ork: H a rp e r  an d  B r o th e r s ,  1954) p . 126.
4
S m ith , T he S o c io lo g y  o f R u ra l  L i f e , p . 404 .
1 6 0
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the  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  of th e  m e m b e rs  of a  p o p u la tio n  is  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t 
to  o th e r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  I t  is  r e la te d  d i r e c t ly  to  the b i r t h  r a t e ,  and  
to  age and  s e x . In m onogam ous m a r r ia g e s ,  su ch  a s  th o se  w hich  a re  
s a n c tio n e d  in  the  U nited  S ta te s ,  an d  w h ere  the  im m e d ia te  fa m ily  p r e ­
v a i ls ,  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  b e a r s  in d ir e c t ly  upon su c h  p ro b le m s  a s  m e n ta l 
h e a lth , d e lin q u en cy  an d  c r im e , i l le g i t im a c y , su ic id e , and  upon 
p e r s o n a l  an d  s o c ia l  d iso rg a n iz a tio n  g e n e ra lly .
The D a ta
In fo rm a tio n  co n ce rn in g  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s  h a s  b e en  in c lu d e d  in  
e v e r y  d ece n n ia l c e n su s  s in ce  1890. The c u s to m a ry  fo u r  c a te g o r ie s  
in  the  c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f th e  p o p u la tio n  a c c o rd in g  to  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  of 
(1) s in g le , (2) m a r r ie d ,  (3) w idow ed, an d  (4) d iv o rc e d  w ere  ex ten d e d  
in  the  1940 C en su s  b y  su b d iv id in g  th o se  m a r r i e d  in to  th o se  (1) liv in g  
w ith  sp o u se  and  ( 2 ) liv in g  a p a r t .
A  m a r r i e d  couple  is  d e fin ed  a s  a  h u sb an d  and  h is  w ife e n u ­
m e r a te d  a s  m e m b e rs  of the  sa m e  h o u seh o ld  o r  q u a s i h o u seh o ld . In 
th e  1950 C e n su s , d a ta  on m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  a re  b a s e d  on the  r e p l ie s  to  
the  q u e s tio n , " Is  he now  m a r r ie d ,  w idow ed, d iv o rc e d , s e p a ra te d ,  o r  
h a s  he n e v e r  b e e n  m a r r i e d ? "  T h is  c la s s if ic a t io n  r e f e r s  to  the s ta tu s  
a t  the  tim e  of e n u m e ra tio n . P e r s o n s  c la s s i f ie d  a s  m a r r ie d  c o m p r is e ,  
th e r e f o r e ,  b o th  th o se  who have b e e n  m a r r i e d  on ly  once an d  th o se  who
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r e m a r r i e d  a f te r  hav ing  b e en  w idow ed o r  d iv o rc e d . P e r s o n s  r e p o r te d
in  c o m m o n -la w  m a r r ia g e s  a r e  c la s s i f ie d  a s  m a r r ie d .  T hose  w ith
an n u lled  m a r r ia g e s  a r e  c la s s i f ie d  a s  s in g le . S ince i t  is  p ro b a b le
th a t  so m e  d iv o rc e d  p e rs o n s  a r e  r e p o r te d  a s  s in g le , m a r r i e d ,  o r
w idow ed, the  c e n su s  r e tu r n s  d o u b tle ss  u n d e rs ta te  so m ew h a t the  a c tu a l
5
n u m b e r of d iv o rc e d  p e rs o n s  who have n o t r e m a r r i e d .
The c a te g o ry  " s e p a ra te d "  w as in c lu d e d  in  the q u e s tio n  on 
m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  in  1950. T h is  change m a y  have m ade 
the  n u m b e r of p e r s o n s  r e p o r te d  a s  d iv o rc e d  s m a l le r  in  1950 th a n  i t  
w ould have  b e e n  u n d e r the  e a r l i e r  p ro c e d u re .  A lso , the  d a ta  a re  
fu r th e r  re f in e d  in  the  " m a r r ie d "  c a te g o ry  in to  " m a r r ie d ,  sp o u se  
p r e s e n t"  an d  " m a r r ie d ,  sp o u se  a b se n t. " T h is  g iv es  m o re  v a lid  in ­
fo rm a tio n  a s  to  the a c tu a l m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  a s  d is tin g u ish e d  f ro m  the 
c a te g o ry  of " s e p a ra te d .  "
T h ese  d a ta  a re  n o t a l l  a v a ila b le  b y  age and  ra c e  fo r  c i t ie s  of 
100 ,000  p o p u la tio n . T h e re fo re ,  i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  in  som e in s ta n c e s ,to  
u tiliz e  f ig u re s  fo r  the  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a .
5 U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950. P -C 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  (U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t 
P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p . VII.
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Baton. Rouge and S h rev ep o rt
In o u r c u ltu re  the  m a r r i e d  s ta te  c o n s ti tu te s  the  n o rm a l fu l­
f i l lm e n t of ad u lth o o d . The U n ited  S ta te s  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  by- 
fa m ily  so c io lo g is ts  a s  one o f the  " m o s t m a r r ie d "  n a tio n s  on e a r th .  ^ 
A lthough  S m ith  and  H itt  p o in t ou t th a t  the  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  o f L o u is ia n a  
is  " m o re  m a r r ie d "  th an  the  u rb a n , ^ the  c i t ie s  c o n s id e re d  in  th is  
s tu d y  show  v e ry  h ig h  p ro p o r tio n s  of th e i r  in h a b ita n ts  to  be liv in g  in  
the  m a r r i e d  s ta te .
R e la tiv e  Im p o rta n c e  of the  C a te g o r ie s
M a r r ie d . T ab le  X II r e v e a ls  th a t , of th e se  two u rb a n  a r e a s ,  
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  (74 . 7 p e r  cen t) o f i ts  m a le s ,  14 
y e a r s  of age and  o v e r ,  in  the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry  th an  B ato n  Rouge 
(70 . 3 p e r  c en t) . F o r  the  fe m a le s  14 y e a r s  o f age an d  o v e r ,  h o w ev er, 
the  p ro p o r tio n s  a re  r e v e r s e d .  In B a to n  R ouge, 6 8 . 1 p e r  c e n t a re  
m a r r i e d ,  w h e re a s  in  S h re v e p o r t  on ly  6 6 .4  p e r  c e n t a re  m a r r ie d .
T h e se  d a ta  a r e  c o n s is te n t  w ith  the  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  s e x  co m p o s itio n  
of the  tw o p o p u la tio n s . A s a l r e a d y  n o te d , a  su p e rab u n d a n ce  o f m a le s
^ M a rio n  B . S m ith , S u rv e y  of S o c ia l S c ie n c e , (N ew  Y ork : 
H oughton  M ifflin  C om pany , 1945) p . 164. A lso , B a b e r ,  op . c i t . , p . 16.
^ S m ith  and  H itt , op. c i t . , p . 82.
164
TABLE XU
M ARITA L STATUS O F  THE PO P U L A T IO N  F O U R T E E N  YEARS O F 
AGE AND O V ER , BY  S E X , B A TO N  ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T: 1950*
£ e r C en t
A re a  an d  
M a r i ta l  C a te g o ry
M ales  14 Y e a rs  of 
A ge an d  O v er
F e m a le s  14 Y e a rs  of 
Age an d  O ver
B a to n  R ouge
S ing le 2 5 .8 1 8 .6
M a r r ie d 7 0 .3 6 8 . 1
W idow ed 2 .5 1 0 . 8
D iv o rc e d 1 .4 2 .5
S h re v e p o r t
S ing le 1 9 .3 1 4 .7
M a r r ie d 7 4 .7 6 6 .4
W idow ed 4 .0 15. 6
D i.v o rced 2 . 0 3 .3
♦ S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P - C 18,
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 131-132 , T ab le  57.
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in  a  p o p u la tio n , such, a s  th a t  o f B a to n  R ouge, p ro v id e  g r e a te r  m a r ­
r ia g e  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  w om en th a n  a  p re d o m in a n tly  fem in in e  p o p u la ­
tio n  su c h  a s  S h re v e p o r t .  In the  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  th e  m e n  have the  m o re  
fa v o ra b le  m a r i ta l  c h a n c e s , a s  i s  r e f le c te d  in  the  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  
o f m a r r i e d  m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t .
S in g le . The sec o n d  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  c a te g o ry  in  b o th  c i t ie s  
in c lu d e s  the  p ro p o r tio n  o f p e rs o n s  who a re  s in g le . A gain  the  ty p ic a l 
s e x  p a t te r n  in  e a c h  of th e se  u rb a n  p la c e s  r e v e a ls  i t s  in flu en ce  upon 
o th e r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  m a rk e d ly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  
of s in g le  m a le s  (2 5 .8  p e r  cen t) o v e r  the  a g es  o f 14 y e a r s ,  th an  
S h re v e p o r t  (19 . 3 p e r  c e n t) , in d ic a tin g  the  s u rp lu s  in  th a t  s e x  in  the  
C a p ita l C ity . B a to n  R ouge a ls o  h a s  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  o f s in g le  
fe m a le s  th a n  S h re v e p o r t , the  re la t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  b e in g  18. 6  fo r  th a t  
c i ty  an d  14. 7 in  S h re v e p o r t .  T h is  d if f e r e n tia l  is  p ro b a b ly  a  r e s u l t  of 
the  g r e a t  a t t r a c t io n  o f the  l a t t e r  c i ty  fo r  fe m a le s  in  the  o ld e r  a s  w e ll 
a s  y o u n g e r a g e s , w ith  a  c o n s id e ra b le  n u m b e r o f the f o r m e r  c la s s e d  
a s  bey o n d  the  u s u a l m a r r ia g e a b le  a g e s .
W idow ed. S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  
o f w idow ed p e r s o n s  in  b o th  s e x e s  th an  d oes B a to n  R ouge. The p e r ­
c e n ta g e s  fo r  m a le s  a r e  4 . 0 in  S h re v e p o r t  an d  2 . 5 in  B a to n  R ouge; 
am ong  fe m a le s ,  15. 6  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  w idow ed a s  c o m p a re d  
to  1 0 .8  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R o u g e . To e x p r e s s  i t  d if fe re n tly , S h r e v e p o r t 's  
p ro p o r tio n  o f the  w idow ed is  a lm o s t  tw ice  a s  g r e a t  a s  th a t  o f B a to n
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R ouge am ong m a le s  an d  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - th i rd  g r e a te r  am ong 
fe m a le s .  T h e se  p ro p o r tio n s  o f the w idow ed r e f le c t  the  age c o m p o s i­
t io n  of the tw o c i t ie s .  B a to n  R o u g e 's  y o u n g er p o p u la tio n  h a s  r e l a ­
t iv e ly  fe w er p e rs o n s  who have lo s t  a  m a te  by  d e a th  th a n  w ould be 
e x p e c te d  in  S h re v e p o r t  w ith  i t s  o ld e r  p o p u la tio n .
D iv o rc e d . A  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  is  
c la s s i f ie d  a s  d iv o rc e d  th a n  is  the c a se  fo r  B a to n  R ouge. A m ong m a le s ,  
the  p e rc e n ta g e  d iv o rc e d  is  2. 0 in  S h re v e p o r t  and  1 .4  in  B a to n  R ouge; 
the  p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e  3. 3 and  -2. 5 am ong  f e m a le s .  T h is  c a te g o ry  is  
r e la t iv e ly  s m a l l  in  b o th  c i t ie s ,  c o n s titu tin g  on ly  a  s m a l l  p e rc e n ta g e  
of the  e n t i r e  ad u lt p o p u la tio n . N e v e r th e le s s ,  in  a  s e n s e , a s  a n  in d ex  
of fa m ily  in s ta b i l i ty - - a n d  th e re fo re  s ig n if ic a n tly  r e la te d  to  in d iv id u a l 
an d  s o c ia l  d is o r g a n iz a t io n - - i t  is  v ita lly  im p o r ta n t .  The h ig h e r  in c i ­
dence  of d iv o rc e  in  S h re v e p o r t  m ig h t w e ll be  r e la te d  to  the  r e la t iv e ly  
g r e a te r  eco n o m ic  in d ep en d en ce  of w om en in  th a t  w h ite -c o lla r  c ity , o r  
c o n v e rse ly , to  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  job  in s e c u r i ty  fo r  m e n . A lso , the  
im p o r ta n c e  in  B a to n  R ouge of R om an  C a th o lic s , w hose re lig io u s  
p h ilo so p h y  co n d em n s d iv o rc e , is  v e ry  l ik e ly  a  s ig n if ic a n t fa c to r  in  
the  lo w e r  p ro p o r tio n  of d iv o rc e d  p e rs o n s  in  th a t  c i ty 's  p o p u la tio n .
R e la tio n  of M a r i ta l  S ta tu s  to  Age an d  Sex
N onage is  a  u n iv e r s a l  b a r  to  the m a r r i e d  s ta te .  In the  U nited  
S ta te s  the in d iv id u a l s ta te s  s e t  le g a l  l im i ts  upon the age fo r  e n te r in g
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in to  m a r r ia g e .  The c e n su s  d a ta  fo r  1950 r e la t iv e  to  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  
b e g in  a t  age 14, w hich  is  a  y e a r  y o u n g er th a n  th o se  p re s e n te d  in  
p re v io u s  c e n su s  v o lu m e s . The d a ta  fo r  the  age of 14 y e a r s  a r e  in ­
c lu d ed  in  T a b le s  X II an d  X III, b u t the  a c tu a l n u m b e rs  a r e  so  few  a s  
to  be r e la t iv e ly  in s ig n if ic a n t. T h e re fo re  th e y  a re  n o t in c lu d ed  in  
F ig u r e s  33 to  39 w hich  r e la te  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  to  s e x  and  a g e .
S ince the  m a r i ta l  co n d itio n  of m en  d if fe rs  f ro m  th a t of w om en 
in  c o rre sp o n d in g  age g ro u p s , the  c h a r ts  th a t  a re  u s e d  h e re  d e m o n ­
s t r a te  the  r e la t io n  of m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  to  age in  e a c h  s e x  s e p a ra te ly .
The T o ta l P o p u la tio n
M a le s . In F ig u re  33 th e  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  o f m a le s  in  the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n s  o f B ato n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  is  in d ic a te d . The m a le s  
in  S h re v e p o r t  m a r r y  e a r l i e r  th a n  th o se  in  th e  C a p ita l C ity , w ith  the  
r e s p e c tiv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  of 6 . 0 an d  4 . 7 m a r r i e d  in  the  age c la s s  15 to  
19; 55. 7 an d  41 . 7 in  th e  age c la s s  20 to  24; and  82. 6  to  7 7 .9  in  the 
age c la s s  25 to  29. E x p r e s s e d  d if fe re n tly , b e tw een  the  a g es  of 15 and  
29 y e a r s ,  a  s ig n if ic a n tly  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of the m a le  p o p u la tio n  is  
m a r r i e d  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  B a to n  R ouge. A bove the  age of 30 y e a r s ,  
the  tw o c i t ie s  p re s e n t  a  c lo s e ly  s im i la r  p a t te rn  in  the r e la t iv e  p r o p o r ­
tio n s  of th e  m a le  p o p u la tio n  in  the  m a r r i e d  s ta te .  B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  
s lig h tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  m a r r i e d  b e tw een  the  ag es  of 30 and  3 5  y e a r s
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PE R C E N T A G E  D ISTRIBUTIO N  O F THE PO PU L A T IO N  FO U R T E E N  
YEARS O F AGE AND O V ER , BY SE X , RACE AND M ARITA L STA TU S ,1 
B A TO N  ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
P e r  C en t
A re a  an d W hite N onw hite
M a r ita l  C a te g o ry M ale F e m a le M ale F e m a le
B a to n  R ouge
Single 2 4 .9 17. 6 2 3 .8 1 7 .5
M a r r ie d 7 1 .9 7 1 .0 6 7 .3 6 4 .2
W idow ed 1 .9 9 .2 4 .8 1 4 .2
D iv o rc e d 1 . 2 2 . 2 1 . 2 2 . 6
S h re v e p o r t
S ingle 1 8 .0 1 3 .6 1 9 .1 1 3 .0
M a r r ie d 7 7 .1 7 0 .6 6 9 .5 6 2 .7
W idow ed 3 .0 1 2 . 8 7 .3 1 9 .5
D iv o rc e d 1 .9 3 .0 4 .1 4 .7
♦S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 ,
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  pp . 130 -131 , T ab le  57.
*  T h ese  d a ta  a r e  fo r  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s .  T h e re  is  no b r e a k ­
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Figure 33. Compariaon of m arital atatua of male a In the total populationa 
of Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u a c e :  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n :
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(89 . 5 p e r  c e n t c o m p a re d  w ith  8 8 . 7 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t) , an d  40 to  
65 y e a r s  an d  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f m a r r i e d  m a le s  
65 y e a r s  o ld  an d  o v e r  (7 1 .9  p e r  c e n t an d  6 8 .4  p e r  c e n t, r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .
In B a to n  R ouge the  m e n  r e m a in  s in g le  in  g r e a te r  p ro p o r t io n s  
th a n  th e y  do in  S h re v e p o r t  in  e v e r y  age c la s s  above 15 y e a r s  u n til  ab o u t 
the  age o f 40 y e a r s .  A bove th a t  a g e , the  p ro p o r tio n  o f s in g le  m en  
f lu c tu a te s  v e ry  s lig h tly , w ith  the  tw o c i t ie s  re m a in in g  a lm o s t  the  s a m e l. 
In the  tw o u rb a n  a r e a s  the  h ig h e s t  p ro p o r t io n  of m en  who a re  s in g le  a re  
found  in  a g es  15 to  19 y e a r s ;  B a to n  R ouge h a s  9 5 .0  p e r  c e n t  s in g le  in  
th a t  age c la s s  an d  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  9 3 .9  p e r  c e n t. T he lo w e s t p r o p o r ­
tio n  o f s in g le  m e n  o c c u rs  in  B a to n  R ouge in  the  age c la s s  55 to  64, 
w ith  a  p e rc e n ta g e  of on ly  3 . 2. In  S h re v e p o r t  the  lo w e s t p ro p o r tio n  of 
s in g le  m e n  o c c u rs  in  the  sa m e  age c l a s s ,  an d  i t  is  3 .4  p e r  c e n t.
T he w idow ed c a te g o ry , w h ich  in c lu d e s  th o se  w idow ed b y  d e a th  
an d  b y  d iv o rc e , i s  c lo s e ly  s im i la r  fo r  the  two c i t i e s .  H o w ev er, in  
e v e r y  age c la s s  e x c e p t 15 to  19 y e a r s  an d  65 to  74 y e a r s  S h re v e p o r t  
h a s  the  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f w idow ed m a le s .  In  b o th  a r e a s ,  the  
sm e llie s t r e la t iv e  n u m b e rs  in  th is  c a te g o ry  a re  found in  the a g e s  u n d e r  
40 y e a r s .  A t the  age c la s s  40 to  44 , the  r e la t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f the 
w idow ed a re  4 . 4  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  an d  2. 6  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  
R ouge. T h e se  p ro p o r t io n s  in c r e a s e  w ith  age and  a r e  found to  in c lu d e  
23. 2 p e r  c e n t o f B a to n  R o u g e 's  m a le s  in  the  a g es  b e tw ee n  65 an d  74
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y e a r s ,  and  21. 7 p e r  c e n t in  th e s e  a g es  in  S h re v e p o r t .  The g r e a te s t  
r e la t iv e  n u m b e r o f w idow ed m a le s  is  r e a c h e d  a t  75 y e a r s  of age and  
ab o v e . T h is  p ro p o r t io n  is  4 3 .9  in  S h re v e p o r t  an d  3 6 .4  in  B ato n  
R o u g e .
F e m a le s .  F ig u re  34 show s th a t  am ong  w hite  w om en in  
th e se  u rb a n  a r e a s  b e tw een  the  a g es  of 15 and  25 y e a r s ,  S h re v e p o r t  
h a s  m o re  p e rs o n s  in  the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry  th a n  B a to n  R ouge. H o w ev er, 
f ro m  the age o f ab o u t 30 y e a r s  in to  the  ad v an c e d  a g es  th e se  p o s itio n s  
a r e  r e v e r s e d ,  an d  B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  s l ig h tly  g r e a te r  p e rc e n ta g e  of 
f e m a le s  who a re  m a r r ie d .  On the  w ho le , the  c u rv e s  fo r  the tw o 
c i t ie s  d e s c r ib e  a  p a t te r n  th a t  is  a lm o s t  id e n tic a l .  The h ig h e s t p r o ­
p o r tio n s  o f the  m a r r i e d  fo r  b o th  a g g re g a te s  o c c u r  b e tw een  the ag es  
o f 25 and  40 y e a r s .  B ato n  R ouge a tta in s  the  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f 8 7 .9  
an d  S h r e v e p o r t 's  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f m a r r i e d  w hite  fe m a le s  (8 6 .4 ) 
o c c u rs  in  the  sa m e  age c la s s .
The e x b e s s  o f m a le s ,  w h ich  p ro v id e s  m o re  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  
fe m a le s  to  e n te r  m a r r ia g e ,  i s  g r e a te s t  in  the  young a d u lt a g e s , w hich  
a ls o  p ro b a b ly  c o n tr ib u te s  to  th e  g r e a te r  p ro p o r t io n  in  the  m a r r i e d  
c a te g o ry  in  B a to n  R o u g e. The c u rv e s  fo r  the  tw o c i t ie s  a re  r e m a r k ­
a b ly  c lo se  to  b e in g  id e n tic a l ,  e x c e p t fo r  the  g r e a te r  r e la t iv e  im p o r ­
ta n ce  o f the  m a r r i e d  p e rs o n s  in  B a to n  R ouge o v e r  th a t  o f S h re v e p o r t . 
T h is  co n d itio n  is  c o n s is te n t  w ith  the  r e s p e c tiv e  age an d  s e x  d i s t r ib u ­















Figure 34. Comparlaon of m arital atatua of fem alea in the total populationa 
of Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u r c e ! Un i t e p  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o f  P o p u l a t i o n : i Q5Q)
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The p ro p o r tio n s  of fe m a le s  who a re  s in g le  in  B a to n  Rouge 
a re  g r e a te r  th an  fo r  th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t  in  e v e r y  age c la s s  e x c e p t 
b e tw ee n  the  a g e s  o f 35 and  40 y e a r s .  A s w ould be e x p e c te d , r e l a ­
t iv e ly  m o s t  w om en a re  u n m a r r ie d  b e lo w  the  age o f 20 y e a r s .  The 
re s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  in  the s in g le  c a te g o ry  in  th o se  ag es  a r e  7 6 .7  
fo r  B a to n  Rouge and  7 0 .9  fo r  S h re v e p o r t . The a g e s  b e tw een  40 an d  
44 y e a r s  in  the C a p ita l C ity  r e p r e s e n t  the  lo w e s t p ro p o r tio n  o f s in g le  
f e m a le s ,  w ith  4 . 1 p e r  c e n t a s  o p p o sed  to  4 . 2 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t . 
The lo w e s t re la t iv e  p ro p o r tio n  in  S h re v e p o r t  in  th is  c a te g o ry  is  found 
in  the  age c la s s  55 to  64, w ith  the s m a l l  p e r  c e n t o f 3. 5. The c o r ­
re sp o n d in g  p ro p o r tio n  of s in g le  fe m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge is  7. 5, w hich  
m e a n s  th a t  the  l a t t e r  c ity  h a s  a p p ro x im a te ly  tw ice  a s  g r e a t  p ro p o r tio n  
of s in g le  w om en b e tw een  the  a g es  o f 55 and  64 y e a r s  a s  S h re v e p o r t . 
T h is  is  th e  w id e s t d iv e rg e n ce  b e tw een  the  tw o c i t ie s  in  the  a g es  p a s t  
40 y e a r s .
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  w idow ed w om en f ro m  the  
age of 20 y e a r s  on up the  age la d d e r ,  th a n  h a s  B a to n  R ouge. The 
c u rv e s  fo r  the  tw o c i t ie s  a r e  p a t te rn e d  s im i la r ly ,  b u t the d iv e rg e n ce  
is  g r e a te r  th a n  fo r  any  o f the  o th e r  m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s .
S ince  i t  i s  n o t p r a c t ic a l  to  c h a r t  s e p a r a te ly  the  p e rc e n ta g e s  
of th o se  w idow ed by  d e a th  an d  th o se  w idow ed b y  d iv o rc e , the tw o c a t e ­
g o r ie s  a r e  co m b in ed . H o w ev er, i t  s e e m s  p e r t in e n t  to  p o in t ou t th a t  in
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the  a g es  b e tw een  15 an d  39 y e a r s  in  B a to n  R ouge, and  in  the  a g es  b e ­
tw een  15 and  35 y e a r s  in  S h re v e p o r t ,  the  d iv o rc e d  a c c o u n t fo r  the  
g r e a te r  p ro p o r t io n  o f fe m a le s  in  the  w idow ed c a te g o ry , w ith  g ra d u a lly  
w aning im p o r ta n c e  t h e r e a f t e r .  The h ig h e s t  p ro p o r t io n  of d iv o rc e d  
w om en o c c u rs  in  B a to n  R ouge in  the  a g es  b e tw ee n  40 an d  44 y e a r s  
(5 . 3 p e r  c en t) , w hile  in  S h re v e p o r t  the  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of the  
w om en who a re  d iv o rc e d  o c c u rs  b e tw ee n  the  a g es  of 25 an d  29 y e a r s  
(4 .8  p e r  c en t) . T h e se  f ig u r e s  su g g e s t  th a t  fa m ily  s ta b i l i ty  i s  r e l a ­
tiv e ly  g r e a te r  in  B a to n  R ouge in  the  c h ild  b e a r in g  a g e s , w hile  in  
S h re v e p o r t  the  g r e a te r  e co n o m ic  in d ep en d en ce  of w om en m a y  be a  
fa c to r  in  e a r l i e r  fa m ily  d is ru p tio n .
The c o n s is te n tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  of w om en in  S h re v e p o r t  
in  the  c a te g o ry  o f w idow ed, p o in ts  to  the  p re d o m in a n t fe m in in ity  o f th a t  
p o p u la tio n  an d  to  the  g r e a te r  lo n g e v ity  of w om en. T h is  is  in  d i r e c t  
c o n tr a s t  to  B a to n  R o u g e ’s y o u n g e r, m o re  m a sc u lin e  p o p u la tio n .
The W hite P o p u la tio n
The c h a r ts  in  F ig u r e s  35 an d  36 w hich  c o m p a re  w hite m a le s  
in  B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  in  the  v a r io u s  m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s  b y  
a g e , and  th e n  w hite  f e m a le s ,  re s e m b le  v e ry  c lo s e ly  th o se  p a t te rn s  
th a t  a r e  d isp la y e d  b y  the  m a le s  an d  fe m a le s  in  th e se  c i t ie s  in  the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n s .
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M a le s . In  F ig u re  35, w hite  m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  m a r r i e d  
in  g r e a te r  p ro p o r t io n s  on the  w hole th a n  a r e  th o se  in  B a to n  R ouge.
T h is  h o ld s  t ru e  e x c e p t in  the  a g e s  30 to  35 y e a r s ,  55 to  65 y e a r s ,  and  
bey o n d  70 y e a r s .  A t the  age c la s s  35 to  4 0 , 9 3 .9  p e r  c e n t of 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  w hite  m a le s ,  and  9 2 .4  p e r  c e n t of B a to n  R o u g e 's  w hite 
m a le s ,  a r e  m a r r ie d .  T h e se  p ro p o r tio n s  a r e  h ig h e r  th an  th o se  a tta in e d  
in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  w h ich  w e re  r e s p e c t iv e ly  9 1 . 6  p e r  c e n t and  9 2 . 1 
p e r  c e n t in  fa v o r of m a r r i e d  m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge. T h is  s u g g e s ts  the  
in flu en ce  on the  to ta l  c u rv e s  of S h r e v e p o r t 's  r e la t iv e ly  l a r g e r  nonw hite  
p o p u la tio n , in  w h ich  o n ly  a p p ro x im a te ly  9 0  p e r  c e n t a r e  m a r r i e d ,  an d  
th e r e f o r e  s e rv e  to  lo w e r th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f m a r r i e d  m a le s  in  the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n .
In the  s in g le  c a te g o ry  fo r  w hite m a le s ,  the  c i t ie s  e x h ib it  a l ­
m o s t  the  id e n tic a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  a s  in  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , w ith  B a to n  
R ouge h av ing  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  in  th is  c a te g o ry  th a n  S h re v e p o r t  up to  
a b o u t th e  age o f 40 y e a r s .  A fte r  th a t  tim e  the  tw o c u rv e s  fo r  s in g le  
w hite  m a le s  in  th e s e  u rb a n  a r e a s  a lm o s t  c o in c id e .
The p ro p o r tio n a te  n u m b e rs  of w idow ed w hite m a le s  in  th e se  
c i t ie s  a ls o  c lo s e ly  r e s e m b le  th o se  in  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  an d  v e ry  
m a rk e d ly  re s e m b le  e a c h  o th e r .  The w idow ed m a le s  am ong  th e  w h ite s  
o f S h re v e p o r t  a r e  s l ig h tly  in  e x c e s s ,  r e la t iv e ly ,  o f th o se  in  B a to n  












F ig u re  35. C o m p ariso n  o f m a r i ta l  s ta tu s  o f white m a le s  in  the popu la tions
of B aton  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t: 1950.
( S o u r c e :  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Pens  us  or  P o p u l a t i o n s >^Sn)
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d iv e rg e n ce  o c c u rs  b e tw ee n  the  a g es  of 30 an d  35 y e a r s ,  w ith  a  p e r  
c e n t  o f o n ly  1. 1 in  B a to n  R ouge a s  opp o sed  to  2. 7 fo r  S h re v e p o r t .
T h is  m e a n s  th a t  S h r e v e p o r t 's  w idow ed m a le s  a re  ab o u t th r e e  t im e s  a s  
im p o r ta n t  in  th a t  c i ty 's  p o p u la tio n  as  a r e  th o se  in  B a to n  R o u g e . In 
b o th  c a s e s  the  c a te g o ry  is  r e la t iv e ly  s m a l l .
F e m a le s .  The c u rv e s  r e p re s e n t in g  m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s  fo r  
w hite f e m a le s , show n in  F ig u re  36, a ls o  b e a r  a  m a rk e d  l ik e n e s s  to  
th o se  fo r  fe m a le s  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n . U nder the  age o f 25 y e a r s  
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  of w hite  w om en in  th e  m a r r i e d  s ta te .  
B e tw een  the  a g es  25 an d  40 y e a r s ,  B a to n  R o u g e 's  w hite fe m a le  m a r r ie d  
c a te g o ry  is  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t th an  S h r e v e p o r t 's .  In fa c t ,  the  
g r e a te s t  d if f e re n tia l  b e tw ee n  the  tw o p o p u la tio n s  o c c u rs  in  the  age 
c la s s  35 to  40 , the  re s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  b e in g  9 0 .4  fo r  B a to n  Rouge 
and  8 8 . 8  fo r  S h re v e p o r t . T h e re a f te r  the  c u rv e s  co in c id e  u n til  about 
the  age o f 65 y e a r s .  D u rin g  the  ad v an ced  a g e s  beyond  65 y e a r s ,  B ato n  
R o u g e 's  p ro p o r tio n  of m a r r i e d  w hite  fe m a le s  c o n s is te n tly  e x c e e d s  th a t 
o f S h re v e p o r t .
The s in g le  c a te g o r ie s  fo r  w hite  fe m a le s  show  no n o tab le  d if ­
f e re n c e s  f ro m  th o se  in  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  fo r  fe m a le s . B a to n  Rouge 
m a in ta in s  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  of s in g le  p e rs o n s  th ro u g h o u t a lm o s t  the  
e n t i r e  life  sp an , th an  does S h re v e p o r t .  The o n ly  ag es  in  w hich  the 
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F ig u re  36. C o m p ariao n  o f m a r i ta l  s ta tu a  o f w hite fem a lea  in  the popu la tiona
of B aton  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t: 1950.
( S o u a c e ! n m i m  S t a t e s  Ce n s u s  j2E. -P-O^u l a t  i o n ? 1 75 0 )
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of B a to n  R ouge is  in  the  age c la s s  35 to  40 . In th o se  a g es  S h r e v e p o r t 's  
s ig n if ic a n tly  g r e a te r  p e r  c e n t of s in g le  w hite fe m a le s  is  6 . 2  a s  c o m ­
p a re d  w ith  4 . 5 fo r  B a to n  R ouge.
The w idow ed w hite fe m a le s  c o n s ti tu te  c o n s is te n tly  h ig h e r  p r o ­
p o r tio n s  of the  p o p u la tio n  of S h re v e p o r t  th an  of th a t  o f B ato n  R ouge. 
A gain  the c u rv e s  c lo s e ly  a p p ro x im a te  th o se  of the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  in  
th e se  c i t i e s .  T h e re  is  one s m a l l  d ev ia tio n  f ro m  th is  p a t te rn  w h ich  is  
o b s e rv a b le  in  the  age c la s s  40 to  45 . In the  w hite  fe m a le  p o p u la tio n , 
in  th is  one in s ta n c e , B a to n  R ouge h a s  10. 6  p e r  c e n t w idow ed, w h ich  is  
h ig h e r  th a n  the 9 .4  p e r  c e n t in  th a t  age c la s s  of S h re v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n . 
The sam e  o b se rv a tio n  c an  be m ad e  c o n c e rn in g  the  re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  
of d iv o rc e  in  the  w idow ed c a te g o ry  of th e  w hite fe m a le s  a s  w as re le v a n t  
in  the  to ta l  g ro u p . F r o m  the  ag es  o f 15 to  45 y e a r s  in  B a to n  R ouge, 
d iv o rc e  c o n s ti tu te s  the  g r e a te r  p a r t  of the  w hite  w idow ed fe m a le  c a t e ­
g o ry , an d  in  S h re v e p o r t  th is  h o ld s  t ru e  b e tw een  the  a g es  of 15 an d  40 
y e a r s .  The h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of d iv o rc e  am ong  the  w hite fe m a le s  of 
B a to n  R ouge (5 . 6  p e r  cen t) o c c u rs  b e tw een  the  a g es  o f 40 and  45 y e a r s ;  
in  S h re v e p o r t  th e  h ig h e s t  p e r  c e n t of d iv o rc e  in  a  c o m p a ra b le  g ro u p  (4 . 1 
p e r  cen t) o c c u rs  in  the  s l ig h tly  y o u n g er ag es  b e tw ee n  35 and  40 y e a r s .  
The sam e  re a s o n s  w hich  w e re  s u g g e s te d  fo r  th is  d if f e re n tia l  in  the  
to ta l  g ro u p  m a y  w e ll ap p ly  h e re :  e co n o m ic  in flu en c es  w h ich  a ffe c t 
fa m ily  s ta b i l i ty .  The r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of d iv o rc e  i s  m u c h  l e s s  above 
the  a g es  o f 40 to  45 y e a r s  in  b o th  c i t i e s .
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The N onw hite P o p u la tio n
Upon v iew ing the c h a r ts  fo r  nonw hite m a le s  in  F ig u re  37, 
th e re  a r e  c e r ta in  d if fe re n c e s  w h ich  b eco m e  a p p a re n t  b e tw ee n  th e se  
c u rv e s  and  th o se  fo r  the  to ta l  an d  the  w hite p o p u la tio n s . In  b ro a d  o u t­
l in e s ,  th ey  re s e m b le  the  o th e r s ,  b u t the nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s  te n d  
m o re  to w a rd  e r r a t i c  v a r ia t io n s  an d  e x tr e m e s .
M a le s . The d if fe re n tia ls  b e tw ee n  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s e s  of the  
B ato n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  nonw hite  m a le s  a r e  m o re  m a rk e d . The 
p ro p o r tio n s  in  the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry  in  S h re  v e p o r t  a re  r e la t iv e ly  
g r e a te r  th a n  in  B a to n  Rouge u n d e r the  age o f 30 y e a r s .  The p e r c e n t ­
a g es  in  the  age c la s s  25 to  30 a r e  8 1 .8  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  and  7 4 .8  fo r  
B ato n  R ouge. B e tw een  the  a g es  o f 30 an d  34 y e a r s  the  m a r r i e d  in  
b o th  c i t ie s  a p p ro x im a te  9 0  p e r  c e n t, and  th is  p e r  c e n t varies: b u t l i t t l e  
in  the  n ex t age c la s s  o f 35 to  39 y e a r s .  H o w ev e r, f ro m  the  age o f 40 
y e a r s  to  ab o u t 65 y e a r s  B a to n  R ouge nonw hite  m a le s  have a  s lig h tly  
h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  in  the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry  th a n  do th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t . 
The h ig h e s t  c o n c e n tra tio n  in  th is  c a te g o ry  o c c u rs  b e tw een  the  a g es  of 
40 and  44 y e a r s  in  B a to n  Rouge (9 1 .8  p e r  cen t) ; th e  c o m p a ra b le  p e r  
c e n t fo r  the sam e  age c la s s  in  S h re v e p o r t  i s  8 9 . 5 . A fte r  the  age of 65 
y e a r s ,  the  p ro p o r tio n s  f lu c tu a te , b u t d ec lin e  in  im p o r ta n c e  in  b o th  
c i t ie s ,  w ith  B a to n  R ouge coun ting  57. 3 p e r  c e n t o f h e r  nonw hite  m a le s  
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Figure 37. Comparlaon of m arital statue of nonwhite m ales in the 
populations of Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u * c e i  I I n i t c p  S r o i t s  C e n s u s  o r  P q p u l s t i o n i :  i O S o )
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th o se  ag es  in  the  n o r th  L o u is ia n a  u rb a n  c e n te r .
B a to n  R ouge m a in ta in s  a  c o n s is te n t  p a t te r n  of g r e a te r  p r o ­
p o r tio n s  of nonw hite  m a le s  in  the s in g le  c a te g o ry  th an  S h re v e p o r t  
f ro m  the  a g es  of 15 to  40 y e a r s .  The g r e a te s t  d if f e re n tia l  i s  no ted  
in  the  age c la s s  20 to  24, in  w h ich  B a to n  Rouge h a s  54. 3 p e r  c e n t of 
h e r  nonw hite  m en  s t i l l  s in g le  w hile S h re v e p o r t  h a s  o n ly  37. 6  p e r  c e n t. 
T h ese  p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e  lo w e r th a n  the  c o m p a ra b le  o n es  in  the  w hite 
p o p u la tio n  o f 5 9 .1  fo r  B a to n  R ouge and  45. 5 fo r  S h re v e p o r t . It is  
in te r e s t in g  to  no te  th a t  the p ro p o r tio n  of nonw hite  m a le s  in  the  s ing le  
s ta tu s  is  h ig h e r  in  B ato n  R ouge th a n  in  S h re v e p o r t  fo r  b o th  w hite  and 
nonw hite  m a le s  in  the  sam e  a g e s . E x c e p t fo r  the  age c la s s  40 to  44 
in  w h ich  S h re v e p o r t  is  s lig h tly  h ig h e r ,  B a to n  R ouge c o n s is te n tly  m a in ­
ta in s  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of nonw hite  m a le s  in  the s in g le  c a te g o ry  th a n  
S h re v e p o r t .
The c i ty  o f S h re v e p o r t  h a s  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n s  o f w idow ed n o n ­
w hite  m a le s  th an  the  C ap ita l C ity  u n til the a d v an ced  a g es  a f te r  65 y e a r s .  
The B a to n  R ouge p o p u la tio n  fo llow s the  e x p e c te d  p a t te rn  of a  g ra d u a lly  
in c re a s in g  p ro p o r t io n  of w idow ed nonw hite  m a le s  w ith  ad vanc ing  a g e s .
In c o n tr a s t ,  the  p ro p o r t io n  of w idow ed am ong nonw hite  m a le s  in  
S h re v e p o r t  i s  u n e x p ec te d ly  h ig h  a s  e a r ly  a s  th e  age c la s s  25 to  29. The 
p e rc e n ta g e  i s  4 . 3 a s  c o n tr a s te d  to  1. 7 fo r  the  c o m p a ra b le  g ro u p  in  
B a to n  R ouge. T he h ig h e r  in c id e n ce  of d iv o rc e  in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  n o n ­
w hite  p o p u la tio n  a cc o u n ts  fo r  so m e  o f the v a g a r ie s  of the  c u rv e  fo r
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th is  m a r i t a l  c a te g o ry . S m ith  and  H itt su g g e s t th a t ,  in  ad d itio n  to  the  
lo w e r  life  e x p e c ta n c y  am ong  N e g ro e s , a n o th e r  fa c t  th a t  m a y  a cco u n t 
fo r  the' h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  found  in  the w idow ed c a te g o ry  is  the  u n o rth o d o x  
n a tu re  o f m a tin g s  in  th is  r a c i a l  g ro u p . ® C e r ta in ly  th is  c a te g o ry  is  
r e la t iv e ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t  in  the  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n  th an  in  the  w hite 
p o p u la tio n .
F e m a le s .  F ig u re  38, in  w hich  c u rv e s  a re  c h a r te d  fo r  the  
m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s  o f the  nonw hite  fe m a le  se g m e n ts  o f the  p o p u la ­
t io n s  o f B a to n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t ,  p r e s e n ts  so m e  s ig n if ic a n t c o n ­
t r a s t s  to  th o se  of the w hite fe m a le s . The ch an g es  in  the  r e la t iv e  p r o ­
p o r tio n s  in  th e se  c a te g o r ie s  a s  the  a g es  in c r e a s e  a re  m u ch  m o re  
p ro n o u n c e d  th an  in  th e  w hite  g ro u p .
The p ro p o r tio n s  in  the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry  am ong  nonw hite  
fe m a le s  a re  n e v e r  a s  g r e a t  as  fo r  th o se  o f the  w h ite s , an d  the  r e la t iv e  
im p o r ta n c e  b eg in s  to  d e c lin e  in  e a r l i e r  a g e s . S h re v e p o r t  h a s  h ig h e r  
p ro p o r t io n s  of m a r r i e d  am ong  h e r  nonw hite  fe m a le s  b e tw een  the  ag es  
o f  15 and  25 y e a r s  th a n  d o es  B a to n  R ouge. H o w ev e r, b e tw een  25 and 
30 y e a r s  of age the  p ro p o r t io n  of m a r r i e d  N e g ro  w om en c o n s ti tu te s  
85 . 4 p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge a s  c o m p a re d  to  o n ly  8 1 .4  p e r  c e n t in  the  
o th e r  c ity . W hile th is  r e p r e s e n ts  the  g r e a te s t  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f m a r r i e d
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F ig u re  38. C o m p ariao n  of m a r i ta l  a ta tu a  o f nonw hite fe m a le s  in  the
popu la tions of B aton  Rouge and  S h rev ep o rt: 1950.
i S n u R c e : Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Ce n s u s  jq£. po nu i A  t i d n ; 1^501
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nonwhite fem ales  in  B aton  Rouge a t any age, in S h re v e p o rt the age
c la s s  35 to  39 r e c o r d s  the h ig h e s t  p ro p o r tio n  m a r r ie d ,  w ith  85 . 6  p e r
c e n t in  c o n t r a s t  to  8 1 .4  p e r  c e n t in  B ato n  R o u g e. The l a t t e r  fa c t  is
u n e x p ec te d  b e c a u se  N e g ro es  o f b o th  s e x e s  u s u a lly  m a r r y  a t  s lig h tly
9
y o u n g er ag es  th a n  w h ite s . F r o m  the age of 40 y e a r s  u p w ard , B a to n  
R ouge co n ta in s  a s  h igh  o r  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  of m a r r i e d  nonw hite 
fe m a le s  than, the  po p u la tio n  of S h re v e p o r t .  T h e re  is  a  n o ta b ly  g r e a te r  
im p o r ta n c e  of th is  c a te g o ry  in  the  ad v an ced  a g es  in  B a to n  R ouge.
The s in g le  c a te g o ry  a g a in  c o n ta in s  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  am ong 
fe m a le s  of th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  in  the  B a to n  Rouge p o p u la tio n  in  a l l  age 
c la s s e s  th an  in S h re v e p o r t , h i the  ag es  b e tw e e n .25 an d  30 y e a r s ,  the 
tw o c i t ie s  show  c o n s id e ra b le  s im i la r i ty  in  the p ro p o r t io n s  c la s s e d  a s  
s in g le , w ith  1 1 .0  p e r  c en t in  B a to n  R ouge and  9 - 8  in  S h re v e p o r t  in  th a t 
c a te g o ry . F o r  the  m o s t  p a r t ,  h o w e v e r, the  C a p ita l C ity  m a in ta in s  a  
r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f s in g le  nonw hite  w om en.
It is  in  the  c a te g o ry  fo r  the w idow ed th a t  p ro p o r tio n s  a ssu m e  
g r e a t  e x tre m e s  am ong  non w hite  fe m a le s .  In a l l  p o p u la tio n s  the  c u rv e s  
fo r  m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s  of nonw hite  w om en r e f le c t  th e  g r e a te r  lo n g e v ity  
of th a t  s e x  a s  c o m p a re d  to  nonw hite  m a le s .  The lo s s  of m a le s  f ro m  the 
g ro u p  r e s u l t s  in  a  r e la t iv e ly  e a r ly  d e c lin e  in  the  p ro p o r t io n s  m a r r i e d  
and  the r e la t iv e ly  e a r ly  in c re a s e  am ong  the  w idow ed fe m a le s .
^ Ibid*. P* 78.
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A m ong nonw hite  fe m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  the  
w idow ed c a te g o ry  b e c o m e s  o f im p o r ta n c e  in  the  young a d u lt a g e s . In 
th e  age c la s s  20 to  24, th is  p e r  c e n t is  2. 0 in  B a to n  R ouge an d  3. 0 in  
S h re v e p o r t .  T h e r e a f te r ,  the  p ro p o r tio n s  o f w idow s g a in  in  im p o r ta n c e  
w ith  e a c h  age g ro u p . B e tw een  25 to  29 y e a r s  th e  w idow ed in c lu d e  3. 6  
p e r  c e n t of the  nonw hite  fe m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge an d  8 . 8  p e r  c e n t in  
S h re v e p o r t;  in  the  age c la s s  30 to  34 the  p e r  c e n ts  a r e  8 . 2 and  9 . 6  
r e s p e c t iv e ly .  T he a g e s  b e tw een  35 to  39 y e a r s  fin d  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  
w idow ed nonw hite  f e m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge (11 . 6  p e r  cen t) a s  c o m p a re d  
to  S h r e v e p o r t 's  1 0 .6  p e r  c e n t. F r o m  the  age o f 40 y e a r s  u p w ard , 
h o w e v e r, th is  c a te g o ry  is  m o re  im p o r ta n t  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  i t  is  in  
the  C a p ita l C ity . B y  the  a g e s  o f 45 to  54 y e a r s ,  m o re  th a n  o n e -fo u r th  
of th e  N eg ro  w om en in  b o th  c i t ie s  a r e  w idow ed, w ith  27. 9 p e r  c e n t in  
S h re v e p o r t  and  25. 5 p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge fa llin g  in to  th is  c a te g o ry . 
In th e  a g e s  b e tw ee n  55 an d  64 y e a r s  m o re  th a n  tw o -f if th s  of th is  g ro u p  
a r e  w idow ed (43 . 7 in  S h re v e p o r t  an d  41. 7 p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge).
In the  m o s t  ad v an c e d  a g e s ,  above 74 y e a r s ,  the  w idow ed c a te g o ry  
m a k e s  up the  im p r e s s iv e  p ro p o r t io n s  of 8 8 . 1 p e r  c e n t of S h r e v e p o r t 's  
nonw hite  fe m a le s  an d  74. 2 p e r  c e n t o f th o se  in  B a to n  R ouge.
The .nonw hite fe m a le s  d if fe r  f ro m  th e  w h ite s  in  th a t  the  
d iv o rc e d  am ong  th e m  do no t a c c o u n t fo r  r e la t iv e ly  a s  g r e a t  a  p e r c e n t ­
age of the  w idow ed c a te g o ry  a s  is  t ru e  am ong  w h ite s . D iv o rc e d  
p e r s o n s  c o n s ti tu te  a  s ig n if ic a n t p ro p o r t io n  o f the  w idow ed c a te g o ry
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am ong  N eg ro  w om en b e tw een  the  a g es  of 20 and  35 y e a r s  in  B ato n  
R ouge and  b e tw een  the ag es  of 15 and  30 y e a r s  in  S h re v e p o r t . Above 
th o se  a g e s , h o w e v e r, the  d iv o rc e d  c a te g o ry  is  r e la t iv e ly  m u c h  l e s s  
im p o r ta n t th an  th a t c o m p o sed  of fe m a le s  w idow ed b y  d e a th . A s n o ted  
e a r l i e r ,  i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  the 1950 c la s s if ic a t io n  o f " s e p a ra te d "  w h ich  
is  su b su m e d  u n d e r the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry , h a s  the  e f fe c t  o f d e c re a s in g  
the n u m b e r o f p e rs o n s  l i s te d  a s  d iv o rc e d . The r e la t iv e ly  h ig h e r  
m o r ta l i ty  r a t e s  am ong N eg ro es  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  im p e rm a n e n t c h a r a c ­
t e r  of m a r i t a l  t ie s  (w hich  a re  o ften  the com m on  la w  v a r ie ty  and  t h e r e ­
fo re  e a s i ly  se v e re d )  s e rv e  to  e x p la in  the  n o tab ly  g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  
of the  w idow ed g ro u p  in  b o th  of th e se  c i t ie s .  S h r e v e p o r t 's  r e la t iv e ly  
l a r g e r  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n , co m b in ed  w ith  h e r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  fe m in ih ity , 
su g g e s ts  fu r th e r  re a s o n s  fo r  the  h ig h e r  c o n c e n tra tio n s  of w idow ed n o n ­
w hite  fe m a le s  in  th a t  u rb a n  a r e a .
P e r  C en t M a r r ie d ,  B a to n  R ouge a n d  S h re v e p o r t
F ig u re  39 s e r v e s  to  p o in t up the  " m o re  m a r r ie d "  co n d itio n  of 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  in  the  e a r ly  ad u lt y e a r s  and  c o n v e rse ly , the  
g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  o f th a t  c a te g o ry  in  th e  p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  Rouge 
in  the  a g es  p a s t  30 y e a r s .  T h is  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  t ru e  am ong fe m a le s .
It is  a lso  in te re s t in g  to  no te  the  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  o f m a le s  
th an  fe m a le s  in  the  p o p u la tio n s  of b o th  c i t ie s  who a re  m a r r i e d  a f te r  
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Figure 39. Comparison of proportion* of m arried peraona, by age and
•ex , in Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u r c e : d m  u p  S t* tes  Ceusur of p o p u l a t i o n :
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y o u th fu ln ess  and  m a s c u lin ity  o f B a to n  R ouge, an d  the p re d o m in e n ce  
of w om en in  S h re v e p o r t , w ith  g r e a te r  lo n g e v ity  fo r  w om en in  b o th  
c itie  s .
G e n e ra l C o n c lu sio n s
In b o th  B a to n  R ouge and S h re v e p o r t  the  c a te g o ry  o f " m a r r ie d "  
is  b y  f a r  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t one, fo llo w ed  b y  " s in g le , " "w idow ed" and 
" d iv o rc e d , " in  th a t  o r d e r .  The p ro p o r tio n s  of m a r r ie d  p e rs o n s  in  b o th  
s e x e s  is  u n u su a lly  h igh  .for u rb a n  a r e a s ,  w ith  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  r e p r e ­
s e n ta tio n  am ong m a le s  o f a ll  ag es  th a n  am ong fe m a le s . S h re v e p o r t  
h a s  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  o f p e rs o n s  m a r r i e d  in  the young ad u lt ag es  
and  B ato n  R ouge h a s  m o re  in  the m id d le  and  ad v an ced  a g e s . T h is  h o lds 
t ru e  fo r  b o th  s e x e s .
In the s in g le  c a te g o ry  the tw o m u n ic ip a li t ie s  fo llow  s im i la r  
p a t te r n s ,  w ith  B a to n  Rouge ex h ib itin g  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  
in  th is  s ta tu s  th a n  does S h re v e p o rt.
The w idow ed c a te g o ry  a lso  b ro a d ly  fo llow s a  com m on p a t te rn  
in  b o th  u rb a n  c e n te r s ,  b u t c o n s ti tu te s  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  of the p o p u la ­
tio n  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  th a t  of B a to n  R ouge, fo r  m a le s  and  fe m a le s .
The d iv o rc e d  p e r s o n s  c o n s titu te  an  im p o r ta n t p ro p o r t io n  of 
the  w idow ed in  b o th  c i t ie s  am ong the  young a d u lts , b u t d ec lin e  in  r e l a ­
tiv e  n u m b e rs  in  the  ag es  above 40 y e a r s .
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The w hite p o p u la tio n s  fo llo w  ro u g h ly  the  p a t te rn s  of the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n s  in  re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s  fo r  b o th  
m a le s  and  fe m a le s .  In the  nonw hite  g ro u p , h o w e v e r , th e re  a r e  s ig n i ­
f ic a n t d if f e r e n t ia ls .  The n onw hites  a re  m a r r i e d  s l ig h tly  e a r l i e r  th a n  
w h ite s , p a r t ic u la r ly  the m a le s .  T h ey  m a r r y  in  th e se  tw o c i t ie s  in  
s im i la r  p ro p o r tio n s  to  the w h ite s , in  the p ro d u c tiv e  a g e s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  B ato n  R ouge. H o w ev er, the  m a r r i e d  c a te g o ry  b eg in s  to  d ec lin e  in  
im p o r ta n c e  a t  m u ch  e a r l i e r  a g es  fo r  n onw hites  th an  fo r  w h ite s . It 
fo llow s th a t  the w idow ed in  th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  m ak e  up a  s ig n if ic a n tly  
l a r g e r  p e rc e n ta g e  th an  is  t ru e  in  the  w hite p o p u la tio n . In g e n e ra l  the 
p ro p o r tio n  of n onw hites  w idow ed is  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t  in  
S h re v e p o r t , fo r  b o th  s e x e s , th ro u g h o u t the life  sp an , th an  in  the  sa m e  
c a te g o ry  in  B ato n  R ouge.
The nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s  r e f le c t ,  in  the  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  
o f th e se  m a r i ta l  c a te g o r ie s ,  the  h ig h  m o r ta l i ty  r a te s  and  the  p e r m is ­
s iv e  m o re s  th a t  c h a r a c te r iz e  th e i r  r a c e .
CH A PTER IX
ED U CA TIO N A L STATUS
A c co rd in g  to  M ario n  B . S m ith , "M an b e c o m e s  a  h u m an  b e in g  
p o s s e s s e d  o f the  b e h a v io r  p a t te rn s  o f h is  p a r t i c u la r  s o c ie ty  th ro u g h  
the p ro c e s s  of e d u ca tio n . T h is  re fe re n c e  to  e d u ca tio n  is  in  the 
b r o a d e s t  m ean in g  of the  t e r m .  In m o d e rn  s o c ie ty  the q u es tio n  of a c ­
q u irin g  a  fo rm a l ed u ca tio n  is  no lo n g e r  a  m a t te r  of c h o ice . To 
p a r t ic ip a te  in te ll ig e n tly  in  the  e c o n o m ic , p o li t ic a l ,  and  s o c ia l  life  of 
h is  co m m u n ity  one r e q u i r e s  n o t on ly  the  f a m il ia r  to o ls  fo r  c o m m u n i­
c a tin g  id e a s  o r  p e rfo rm in g  c a lc u la t io n s , b u t co m m an d  of h ig h ly  sk il le d  
v o c a tio n a l te ch n iq u es  an d  p r in c ip le s  a s  w e ll. In a d d itio n , a  b ro a d  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  of hum an  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s h ip s  is  b eco m in g  e s s e n t ia l  in  
the " sh r in k in g "  w o rld  o f the A to m ic  A ge.
A ll of th e se  m a t te r s  have b eco m e  the  c o n c e rn  an d  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i ty  of e d u ca tio n . In A m e r ic a , w h ere  e d u ca tio n  is  d e em e d  a  b a s ic  
h um an  r ig h t ,  a  re a d y  a n s w e r , h o w ev er o p tim is tic  o r  u n r e a l i s t ic ,  to  
a ll  q u e s tio n s  r e la te d  to  the s o c ia l  i l l s  is  th a t  "ed u ca tio n "  can  c o r r e c t  
th e m . U n q u estio n ab ly , the  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  o f a  co m m u n ity  is
* M ario n  B . S m ith , S u rv ey  of S o c ia l S c ie n c e , p . 218.
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d ir e c t ly  r e la te d  to  the le v e l  of liv in g  an d  the c u ltu ra l  e th o s  o f the 
p o p u la tio n .
The D a ta
A s la te  a s  1930 the on ly  c en su s  d a ta  p re s e n te d  co n ce rn in g
the  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  of the  p o p u la tio n  of the  U n ited  S ta te s  w ere
2
th o se  on i l l i t e r a c y .  The 1940 c en su s  v o lu m e s , w hile d ropp ing  
i l l i t e r a c y  d a ta , ad d ed  va lu ab le  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  n u m b e r of y e a r s  of 
sch o o l c o m p le ted  and  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g . The 1950 C ensus 
m a k e s  a v a ila b le  a  v a r ie ty  o f u se fu l d a ta  r e la t iv e  to  the e d u c a tio n a l 
a tta in m e n t o f the p o p u la tio n . In ad d itio n  to  co m p le te  f ig u re s  on sch o o l 
e n ro l lm e n t  and  y e a r s  of sch o o l c o m p le te d , fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  in  a  
d e c e n n ia l c e n s u s , k in d e rg a r te n  e n ro l lm e n t  w as s e p a ra te ly  id e n tif ie d  
in  the  1950C en su s  r e p o r t s .  B e c a u se  the  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  of a  p o p u ­
la t io n 's  y o u n g est m e m b e rs  is  a  r e l ia b le  in d ex  to  the  to ta l  q u a lity  of 
th a t  p o p u la tio n 's  e d u ca tio n , the  l a t t e r  c la s s if ic a t io n  of d a ta  is  h ig h ly  
s ig n if ic a n t.
M o st o f the  d a ta  u s e d  in  th is  c h a p te r  a r e  fo r  s ta n d a rd  m e t r o ­
p o lita n  a r e a s  and  a re  b a s e d  on a  20 p e r  c e n t s a m p le . T he s ta n d a rd  
m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s  in c lu d e  fo r  e a c h  of th e se  u rb a n  c e n te r s  an  e n t i r e  
p a r is h .  T h e re fo re  th e se  d a ta  a r e  n o t a s  a c c u ra te  in  r e f e re n c e  to  the
o
T . L ynn  S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 154.
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c e n t r a l  c i ty  a s  a re  the  d a ta  fo r  the  u rb a n  p la c e . W here d a ta  a r e  
a v a ila b le  fo r  the  u rb a n  p la ce  th e y  a re  u tiliz e d . H o w ev er, th e y  a re  
n o t a v a ila b le  b y  r a c e  fo r  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  c o m p le ted . The u rb a n  
p la ce  d a ta  a r e  r e c o rd e d  fo r  sch o o l e n ro llm e n t fo r  the  to ta l  p o p u la ­
tio n  b y  a g e , b u t n o t fo r  y e a r s  o f sch o o l c o m p le te d  fo r a d u lts  tw e n ty - 
five  y e a r s  o ld  o r  o ld e r ,  by  s e x . The e ffe c t of th u s  in c lu d in g  p o r tio n s  
o f the r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  a r e a  of the  p a r i s h  w ill be  to  in d ic a te  s o m e ­
w hat d if f e re n t  p ro p o r tio n s  of p e rs o n s  in  v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s  th an  
w ould be the c a se  w ith in  the  c ity  l im i t s .  H o w ev er, fo r  c o m p a ra tiv e  
p u rp o s e s  th is  does n o t r e p r e s e n t  a  s e r io u s  h an d icap .
T y pes o f M e a su re m e n t
U ntil qu ite  r e c e n t ly  the  on ly  av a ilab le  m e a s u re  p ro v id e d  in  
the  U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f the  e x te n t o f the  ed u ca tio n  of a  p o p u la tio n  
w as th a t  o f i l l i t e r a c y ,  o r  the  n u m b e r of peop le  above a  g iv en  age who 
a r e  unab le  to  r e a d  an d  w r ite .  T h is  in d ex  w as v e ry  u n s a t is fa c to ry  
a s  a  r e a l  m e a s u re  o f th e  e d u c a tio n a l s tan d in g  o f a  g ro u p  an d  a s  a  
b a s is  fo r  c o m p a r iso n  b e tw een  g ro u p s . I ts  in a d eq u a c y  w as due to  
th re e  w e a k n e sse s : ( 1 ) i t  w as o ften  b a se d  on the e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n , 
in c lu d in g  ev en  the  v e ry  young a g e s , (2 ) the c r i t e r i a  w ere  n o t
3
T h o m p so n , P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s ,  p . 116.
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s ta n d a rd iz e d ; and  (3) in  p o p u la tio n s  w here  h ig h  le v e ls  of e d u ca tio n  o b -
4
ta in e d  i t  r e p r e s e n te d  on ly  a  v e ry  s m a l l  p ro p o r tio n  of the p eo p le .
The 1940 and  1950 c e n su s  r e p o r ts  re p la c e d  the  q u e s tio n  re g a rd in g
i l l i t e r a c y  w ith  one re g a rd in g  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  c o m p le ted , and
ad d ed  o th e r  p e r t in e n t  in fo rm a tio n , a s  n o ted  above. T h ese  d a ta  m ake
p o s s ib le  the d e v e lo p m en t of a  wide v a r ie ty  o f m e a s u re s  and  in d e x e s .
In th is  a n a ly s is  fo u r p r in c ip le  in d ex es  a re  u tiliz e d : (1) the
m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o l c o m p le ted , ( 2 ) the p e rc e n ta g e  w ith  no y e a r s
of sc h o o l, (3) the p e rc e n ta g e  w ith  fo u r y e a r s  of h ig h  sch o o l, and
(4) the p e rc e n ta g e  w ith  fo u r  y e a r s  o r  m o re  o f co lleg e  c o m p le ted .
In a d d itio n , the d a ta  r e la t iv e  to  the k in d e rg a r te n  e n ro llm e n t w ill be
b r ie f ly  c o n s id e re d . T h ese  in d ex es  w ill p e r m it  a  m ean in g fu l c o m p a r i-
5
son  of the tw o c i t ie s  in  th is  s tu d y . M ost of the d a ta  p e r ta in  to  ad u lts  
tw en ty -fiv e  y e a r s  of age an d  o ld e r , b u t in  u rb a n  a r e a s  sch o o l a t te n d ­
an ce  in  the  yo u n g er ag es  ia  a  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t m e a s u re  of the am o u n t 
o f fo rm a l ed u ca tio n  in  p r o c e s s  in  the co m m u n ity . In re g io n a l an d  r u r a l  - 
u rb a n  c o n tr a s ts  o f e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t, i t  has  b e e n  p o in ted  out
4
T . L ynn  S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , pp . 153, 154.
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The c la s s if ic a t io n  " fu n c tio n a l i l l i t e r a c y ,  " is  o ften  u t i l iz e d  
in  d e te rm in in g  the  p ro p o r tio n  of p e rs o n s  who have n o t a c q u ire d  s u f f i ­
c ie n t fo rm a l e d u ca tio n  fo r  s o c ia l  ad eq u acy . The t e r m  is  a p p lie d  to  
p e rs o n s  who have c o m p le te d  le s s  th an  five y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g . I t is  a  
u se fu l in d ex  in  an a ly z in g  the  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  of b ro a d  p o p u la tio n s , 
an d  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  e ffe c tiv e  in  c o m p arin g  r u r a l - u r b a n  a r e a s .  H ow ­
e v e r ,  i t  w as d e em e d  a  l e s s  m ean in g fu l m e a s u re  fo r  th is  a n a ly s is  of 
tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s  th an  the  o nes th a t  a re  h e re  em p lo y ed .
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th a t  d if f e r e n tia l  a v a ila b il i ty  o f sch o o l f a c i l i t ie s  s ig n if ic a n tly  in ­
f lu e n c es  the  eco n o m ic  an d  s o c ia l  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f a  g ro u p . ^
The m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o l c o m p le ted  is  one of the m o s t  
dependab le  m e a s u re s  of e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s .  It is  the  n u m b e r w hich  
r e p r e s e n ts  the  m id d le  p o s itio n  in  a  g ro u p . The m e d ia n  th u s  d iv id es  
the g ro u p  in to  tw o eq u a l p a r t s ,  one h a lf  of the c o n s ti tu e n t p e rs o n s
hav ing  c o m p le te d  m o re  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g , an d  the  o th e r  h a lf  hav ing
7
co m p le ted  fe w e r y e a r s .  T he p e rc e n ta g e  th a t  h a s  c o m p le ted  no y e a r s
Q
of sch o o lin g  c lo se ly  a p p ro x im a te s  the  p ro p o r tio n  o f i l l i t e r a c y .  The 
p ro p o r tio n  th a t  h a s  c o m p le ted  h igh  sch o o l an d  the  p ro p o r tio n  th a t  has 
c o m p le ted  co lleg e  a re  m e a s u re s  of the e x te n t of e d u c a tio n a l a t t a in ­
m e n t no t a ch ie v e d  by  the o th e r  in d e x e s . S ince b o th  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  a re  "co lleg e  to w n s, " the l a t t e r  in d ex  is  e s p e c ia l ly  u se fu l 
fo r  c o m p a ra tiv e  p u rp o s e s .
B ato n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t
D e m o g ra p h e rs  have e s ta b l is h e d  th a t c e r ta in  p a t te rn s  o r  d if ­
f e r e n t ia ls  ty p ic a lly  o b ta in  r e la t iv e  to  e d u c a tio n a l a ch ie v e m e n t in
6  Ib id . , pp. 162, 163.
7
S m ith  an d  H itt, The P eo p le  of L o u is ia n a , p . 91.
8 S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 154.
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v a r io u s  p o p u la tio n s  a s  fo llo w s: (1) U rb an  peop le  a r e  b e t te r  e d u c a te d
Q
th a n  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n s , ( 2 ) w h ite s  a r e  m u ch  b e t te r  e d u c a te d  
th an  n o n w h ite s , (3) fe m a le s  a re  u s u a lly  g iv en  s lig h tly  m o re  e d u c a ­
tio n  th an  m a le s .
M ed ian  Y e a rs  of School C o m p le ted
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . I t is  p o s s ib le  and  fe a s ib le  to  c o m p a re  the 
e d u c a tio n a l a t ta in m e n t of th e se  tw o m u n ic ip a li t ie s  a c c o rd in g  to  
m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o l c o m p le ted . In T ab le  XIV a re  p re s e n te d  the 
m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o l c o m p le te d  by  th e  p o p u la tio n s  25 y e a r s  o f age 
and  o v e r in  B ato n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t  an d  r u r a l - f a r m  L o u is ia n a , b y  
s e x . B ato n  R ouge h a s  a  s lig h tly  h ig h e r  m e d ia n  of 10. 6  fo r  the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n  a s  c o m p a re d  to  10. 3 fo r  S h re v e p o r t . T h is  ad v an tag e  is  
m a in ta in e d  in  b o th  s e x e s , the  r e s p e c tiv e  e d u c a tio n a l a t ta in m e n t le v e ls  
be ing : B a to n  R ouge m a le s ,  1 0 .4  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o l co m p le ted ; 
an d  S h re v e p o r t  m a le s ,  10. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s .  B ato n  R ouge fe m a le s  
a c h ie v e d  10. 7 m e d ia n  y e a r s  of e d u c a tio n  and  S h re v e p o r t  fe m a le s  on ly  
s lig h tly  l e s s ,  10. 5 m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g .
In T ab le  XV the  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  fo r  p e rs o n s  25
a
T h o m p so n , o£. c i t .  , p . 116.
10
Ib id . , See A lso  T . L ynn  S m ith , o p . c i t .  , p . 162.
11 Ib id ., p. 157.
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TA B LE XIV
M EDIAN SCHOOL YEARS C O M P L E T E D  B Y  THE PO PU L A T IO N  
TW E N T Y -FIV E  YEARS O F AGE AND O V ER , BY SE X , FO R  
URBAN P L A C E , BATON ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
U rb an T o ta l
P la c e P o p u la tio n M ale F e m a le
B ato n  Rouge 1 0 . 6 1 0 .4 1 0 .7
S h re v e p o r t 10 .3 1 0 . 1 1 0 .5
♦ S ource: U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P - C 18, 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p p . 157, 158, 
T ab le  65.
TABLE XV
M EDIAN SCHOOL YEARS C O M P L E T E D  B Y  THE PO PU L A T IO N  T W EN T Y -FIV E  YEARS O F  
AGE AND O V ER , B Y  RACE AND SE X , IN  STANDARD M ET R O PO L IT A N  A R EA S, BA TO N  
RO U G E, SH R EV E PO R T AND LOUISIANA R U R A L -FA R M : 1950*
A ll C la s s e s W hite N onw hite
A re a T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le
B a to n  R ouge 9 .8 9 . 6  1 0 . 0 1 1 . 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 . 1 5 .4 4 .9 5 .7
S h re v e p o r t 9 .3 9 .0  9 .6 1 1 . 0 1 0 . 8 1 1 . 6 4 .9 4 .5 5 .4
L o u is ia n a  
R u r a l -  f a r m 5 .6 5 .1  6 .1 6 . 1 5 .8 6 .5 3 . 6 3 .2 4 .1
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , L o u is  inn a; D e ta ile d  
C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) 
pp . 157, 158, T ab le  65.
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y e a r s  of age and  above a r e  g iv en  fo r the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , w h ite s , and
n o n w h ite s , b y  s e x , fo r  the  s ta n d a rd  m e tr o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  of B a to n  Rouge
an d  S h re v e p o r t ,  and  fo r  r u r a l - f a r m  L o u is ia n a , 1950. S ince th e s e  d a ta
a r e  fo r  a  m o re  in c lu s iv e  p o p u la tio n  th an  th e  u rb a n  p la c e , the in flu en ce
of the  lo w e r r u r a l  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t is  r e f le c te d  in  the  lo w e r
m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  r e c o rd e d  in  B a to n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t’s
to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . H o w ev er, the  sam e  r e la t iv e  r a n k s  a r e  m a in ta in e d ,
w ith  B a to n  R ouge d isp la y in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t th a n
/
S h re v e p o r t  in  a l l  c a te g o r ie s  of th e  p o p u la tio n  e x c e p t th a t  of w hite f e ­
m a le s .  ( F ig u re s  40 and  41 show  B ato n  R ouge sch o o ls  in  1950 and  p r o ­
p o se d  new  sch o o ls)
W h ite s . A m ong the  w h ite s  of b o th  c i t ie s  the  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of 
sch o o lin g  is  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  in  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n . A lthough  B a to n  
R o u g e 's  m a le s  an d  fe m a le s  a tta in  the  sa m e  le v e l  o f 11. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s ,  
in  S h re v e p o r t  the  w hite fe m a le s  e x h ib it  a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n a l a t ­
ta in m e n t of 1 1 . 6  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  in  c o m p a r is o n  to  1 0 . 8  fo r  
the  w hite  m a le s .  T h e re  is  no t a  g r e a t  d if fe re n c e  b e tw ee n  the tw o c i t ie s  
am ong  f e m a le s ,  b u t S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  s l ig h t  ad v an tag e  w ith  11. 6  m e d ia n  
y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  c o m p a re d  to  1 1 .1  fo r  B a to n  R ouge. Am ong C ap ita l 
C ity  m a le s ,  the  m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  is  11. 1 c o m p a re d  to  on ly  10 .8  
m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  fo r  S h r e v e p o r t 's  w hite  m a le s .  (W hite p u b lic  
sc h o o ls  in  S h re v e p o r t  a r c  show n in  F ig u re  42)
Non w h ite s . I t is  r e a d i ly  a p p a re n t  th a t  the nonw hites  a r e  d i s ­
a d v an ta g e d  in  e d u c a tio n a l t r a in in g ,  and  th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t  a re
2 0 0
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F ig u re  40. E x is tin g  sch o o ls  in  B a to n  R ouge: 1950. (C h a r t  
r e p r in te d  th ro u g h  c o u r te s y  of B ato n  Rouge C ity -  
P a r i s h  P lan n in g  C o m m iss io n )
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F ig u re  41. P ro p o se d  e le m e n ta ry  school sy s tem , B aton Rouge: 1953.
(Source: C ity -P a r is h  P lanning C om m ission)
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F ig u re  42 . W hite p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  S h re v e p o rt;  1953.
(C o u r te s y  of A rc h  R . W in te r , P lan n in g  
c o n su lta n t) .
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c o n s id e ra b ly  m o re  d isa d v a n ta g e d  th a n  th o se  in  B a to n  R ouge. The low  
m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  in  the  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n  o f 5 .4  in  B a to n  
R ouge is  s t i l l  c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  th an  th a t  of 4 . 9 a c h ie v e d  by  the  
S h re v e p o r t  n o n w h ite s . (F ig u re  43 show s S h re v e p o r t  N eg ro  s c h o o ls ,
1953)
The m a le  8 am ong th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  in  the  C a p ita l C ity  have 4 .9  
m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  c o m p a re d  to  4. 5 fo r  the  s a m e  g ro u p  in  the 
n o r th  L o u is ia n a  c ity . F e m a le s  in  the  nonw hite c a te g o ry  a re  m o re  e d u ­
c a te d  th an  the  m a le s ,  in  b o th  m u n ic ip a li t ie s ,  hav ing  a c h ie v e d  the m e d ia n  
g ra d e  le v e l  o f 5. 7 in  B a to n  Rouge and 5 .4  in  S h re v e p o rt . The g r e a te r  
e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t of N e g ro e s  in  B ato n  Rouge o v e r  th o se  of 
S h re v e p o r t  m ig h t w ell be a n o th e r  re f le c t io n  of the re s p e c t iv e  e m p lo y ­
m e n t co n d itio n s  o f the  tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s .  In B a to n  R ouge m o re  f a v o r ­
ab le  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  N e g ro e s  p ro b a b ly  p e r m i t  g r e a te r  
u t i l iz a t io n  b y  the  N e g ro es  of e d u ca tio n  in  the  p a ro c h ia l  sch o o ls  b e c a u se  
th e y  a re  ab le  to  fin an ce  e d u c a tio n  in  p r iv a te  sc h o o ls  fo r  th e i r  c h ild re n . 
U ndoub ted ly  a n o th e r  fa c to r  is  the  in flu en ce  of S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs ity , a  
la r g e  N e g ro  e d u c a tio n a l c e n te r ,  w ith  i t s  m o tiv a tio n  o f h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l 
a c h ie v e m e n t, a s  w e ll a s  the  r e f le c t io n  of i ts  e n ro llm e n t upon the  to ta l  
e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  of no n w h ites  in  B a to n  R ouge.
R u r a l - u rb a n  d if f e r e n t ia ls .  In f u r th e r  r e f e r e n c e  to  T ab le  XV, 
the  c o n tr a s ts  b e tw ee n  r u r a l  and  u rb a n  a c h ie v e m e n ts  in  e d u c a tio n  a re  
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F ig u r e  4 3 . N e g ro  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  S h re v e p o rt;  1953.
(C o u r te s y  of A rc h  R . W in te r , P lan n in g  
C o n su ltan t) .
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a c h ie v e m e n t th an  the r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p , ex h ib itin g  a  m e d ia n  y e a r s  
o f sch o o lin g  five  y e a r s  h ig h e r  th an  the l a t t e r  p o p u la tio n . The u rb a n  
ad v an tag e  in  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t i s  m o re  e v id e n t, h o w e v er, 
am ong  w h ite s  th an  am ong n o n w h ite s , w ith  the  m e d ia n s  in  the  l a t t e r  
g ro u p  d iffe r in g  by  l e s s  th an  two g ra d e s .  B a to n  R ouge show s the 
g r e a te r  c o n tr a s t ,  hav ing  a  m e d ia n  of 5 .4  g ra d e s  c o m p le te d  by  n o n ­
w h ite s  in  c o n t r a s t  to  3. 6  m e d ia n  g ra d e s  c o m p le te d  in  th e  r u r a l - f a r m  
g ro u p  an d  4 .9  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  in  S h re v e p o r t .
P e rc e n ta g e  W ith No Y e a rs  of S chooling
T a b le s  XVI an d  XVII d is c lo se  the p ro p o r tio n s  of the p o p u la tio n  
25 y e a r s  o f age and  o v e r ,  by  ra c e  and  se x , who h ad  c o m p le te d  no y e a r s  
of sch o o lin g  in  B ato n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  and  in  r u r a l - f a r m  
L o u is ia n a  in  1950.
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . T ab le  XVI r e p r e s e n ts  the u rb a n  p lace  
e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s .  The tw o c i t ie s  a re  v e ry  s im i la r  in  th is  p a r t ic u la r  
c la s s if ic a t io n . The p ro p o r tio n s  in  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n s  a re  e x a c tly  the 
s a m e , w ith  e a c h  hav ing  4. 2 p e r  c e n t w ith  no sch o o lin g . A m ong m a le s ,  
B a to n  Rouge h a s  a  s lig h tly  lo w e r p ro p o r t io n  w ith  no sch o o lin g  (4 . 2 p e r  
cen t) a s  c o m p a re d  to  S h re v e p o r t  (4 . 6  p e r  cen t) . T h is  S h re v e p o r t  d i s ­
ad v an tag e  does n o t e x is t ,  h o w ev er, in  the fe m a le  po p u la tio n ; B a to n  
R ouge h a s  4. 1 p e r  c e n t o f h e r  fe m a le s  w ith  no sch o o lin g  in  c o n t r a s t  to  
on ly  3 .9  p e r  c e n t am ong  S h r e v e p o r t 's  fe m a le s .
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TA BLE XVI
PR O PO R TIO N S O F THE PO PU L A TIO N  T W E N T Y -FIV E YEARS O F 
AGE AND OVER W ITH NO SCHOOL YEARS C O M P L E T E D , BY  SEX , 
F O R  URBAN P L A C E , BATON ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
U rb an T o ta l
P la c e P o p u la tio n M ale F e m a le
B ato n  Rouge 4 .2 4 .2 4 .1
S h re v e p o r t 4 .2 4 . 6 3 .9
*S o u rce : U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ash ing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p p . 157, 158, 
T ab le  65.
TABLE XVH
PR O PO R TIO N S O F  THE PO P U L A T IO N  TW E N T Y -FIV E  YEARS O F AGE AND O V ER W ITH 
NO SCHOOL YEARS C O M P L E T E D , B Y  RACE AND S E X , STANDARD M ET R O PO L ITA N  
A R EA S, B A TO N  RO U G E, SH R EV E PO R T AND LOUISIANA RU RA L-FA RM : 1950*
P e r  C en t
A ll C la s s e s W hite N onw hite
A re a T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le
B ato n  Rouge 5 .1 5 .3 5 .0 1 .4 1 .3 1 .4 12 .9 14 .1 11 .9
S h re v e p o r t 5 .1 5 .8 4 .5 1 . 1 1 .3 1 . 0 12 .9 1 5 .2 1 1 . 0
L o u is ia n a  
R u r a l - f a r m 1 4 .5 1 5 .8 1 3 .1 9 .9 1 0 .3 9 .5 2 2 . 6 2 5 .7 1 9 .5
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  
C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) 
pp . 157, 158, T ab le  65.
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T ab le  XV I, p e r ta in in g  to  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s ,  ag a in  
r e f le c ts  the in flu en ce  o f the  in c lu s io n  of th e  g ro u p s  w ith  v a ry in g
1 2
d e g re e s  of u rb a n ity  w hich  a re  co n tiguous to  the c e n tr a l  u rb a n  p la c e .
T h is  in flu en ce  is  r e f le c te d  in  the  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  of p e r s o n s  w ith  
no sch o o lin g  in  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , r e p r e s e n te d  b y  5. 1 p e r  c e n t in  
e a c h  a r e a  a s  c o n tra s te d  w ith  4 . 2 fo r  the  c ity  i t s e l f .  A lthough  th e se  
p e rc e n ta g e s  v a ry  f ro m  th o se  fo r  the  u rb a n  p la c e , the to ta l  re la t iv e  
p o s it io n s  of the  tw o c i t ie s ,  and  th o se  of m a le s  an d  fe m a le s ,  a re  s im i la r .
W h ite s . A m ong w h ite s  the  p ro p o r tio n  of p e r s o n s  w ith  no 
sch o o lin g  is  d e c id e d ly  low . B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p e r ­
cen tag e  (1 .4 )  th a n  S h re v e p o r t , w hich  h a s  1. 1 p e r  c e n t. The w hite 
m a le s  of the  tw o c i t ie s  show  th e  sa m e  p ro p o r tio n s  w ith  no sch o o lin g , 
w hich  is  1. 3 p e r  c e n t in  e a c h  c a s e . A m ong f e m a le s , B a to n  R ouge h a s  
the g r e a te r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f 1 .4 , a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  e x a c tly  1 .0  p e r  c en t 
in  S h re v e p o r t . S ince the  p e rc e n ta g e  w ith  no sch o o lin g  is  no h ig h e r  
th a n  1 .4  fo r  an y  g ro u p  am ong  the  w hite p e rs o n s  of th e s e  tw o a r e a s ,  
the p ro p o r tio n  of i l l i t e r a c y  m a y  be s a id  to  be n e g lig ib le .
N o n w h ite s . The h ig h  p ro p o r tio n  of the  n o n w h ites  who have 
h a d  no sch o o lin g  is  in  s ta r t l in g  c o n tr a s t  to  the  r e la t iv e ly  in s ig n if ic a n t
A s d e s ig n a te d  in  C h a p te r  IV , the  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o lita n  
a r e a  o f e a c h  of th e se  c i t ie s  in c lu d e s  an  e n t i r e  p a r i s h ,  p a r ts  of w hich  
a re  r u r a l  in  c h a r a c te r .
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p e rc e n ta g e s  th u s  c la s s i f ie d  am ong  w h ite s . In b o th  u rb a n  a r e a s  12 .9  
p e r  c en t of the a d u lt N eg ro  p o p u la tio n s  h a d  h a d  no sch o o lin g  in  1950. 
T h e re  a r e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw een  m a le s  and  fe m a le s  in  the tw o c i t ie s  
an d  w ith in  the  sam e  c ity . The 15. 2 p e r  c e n t w ith  no sch o o lin g  am ong 
nonw hite  m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  is  the h ig h e s t  fo r  an y  nonw hite  g ro u p  
in  the  tw o a r e a s .  It c o n tr a s ts  w ith  14. 1 p e r  c e n t of the a d u lt n o n - 
w hite m a le s  in  B a to n  Rouge w ith  no sch o o lin g . H o w ev er, the B a to n  
R ouge nonw hite  fe m a le s  have a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  w ith  no sch o o lin g  
(1 1 .9  p e r  cen t) th a n  do the  S h re v e p o r t  N eg ro  w om en (11. 0 p e r  cen t) . 
T h o se  w ith  no sch o o lin g  c o m p ris e  m o re  th an  10 p e r  c e n t of the  to ta l  
n u m b e r of the p e rs o n s  in  th is  r a c e .  It is  e v id e n t f ro m  th e se  f ig u re s  
th a t  i l l i t e r a c y  p o s e s  a  c o n s id e ra b le  p ro b le m  fo r  b o th  B ato n  R ouge an d  
S h re v e p o r t  am ong th e i r  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s .
R u ra l-u rb a n  d if f e r e n t ia l s . The w ide d if fe re n c e s  b e tw een  the 
r u r a l - n o n f a r m  an d  the  u rb a n  g ro u p s  a r e  d ra m a t ic a l ly  p o in ted  up in  
the  c o n tr a s ts  p r e s e n te d  by  th is  in d ex . In a l l  c a te g o r ie s  the  u rb a n  
p o p u la tio n s  v a ry  on ly  s l ig h tly  f ro m  e a c h  o th e r  c o m p a re d  to  the  v a s tly  
g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f low  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  in  the r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p . 
W hen b o th  r a c e s  a r e  co m b in ed , the  p e rc e n ta g e s  of 14. 5 fo r  the  r u r a l  - 
f a r m  and  5. 1 fo r  e a c h  o f the  u rb a n  c e n te r s ,  and , fo r  w hite  p e r s o n s ,  
9 .9  p e r  c e n t am ong  r u r a l - f a r m  d w e lle rs  a s  o p p o sed  to  1 . 4  fo r  r e s i ­
d en ts  o f B a to n  R ouge an d  1. 1 fo r  th o se  of S h re v e p o r t , r e v e a l  w id e ly
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d if fe re n t le v e ls  of e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t. The w h ite s  su p p ly  the 
g r e a te s t  c o n tr a s t ,  w ith  the p ro p o r tio n  of i l l i t e r a c y  ab o u t te n  to  one 
g r e a te r  am ong w hite r u r a l - f a r m  p e rs o n s  th an  th a t  am ong  w hite 
u rb a n i te s ,  w h e re a s  the  re la t iv e  p ro p o r tio n s  in  fa v o r of u rb a n  n o n ­
w h ite s  is  abou t two to  one o v e r th e i r  r u r a l - f a r m  c o u n te r p a r ts .  In 
th is  g ro u p  S h re v e p o r t  o ccu p ie s  an  in te rm e d ia ry  p o s itio n  b e tw een  th a t 
o f B a to n  R ouge and  the  n o n fa rm  g ro u p . H o w ev er, the  p ro p o r tio n  of 
th o se  w ith  no sch o o lin g  in  S h re v e p o r t  is  m u ch  n e a r e r  to  th a t  of the 
C a p ita l C ity  th an  to  the  f a rm  p o p u la tio n . T h ese  d a ta  su g g e s t th a t  the 
" life  c h a n c e s"  a re  m u ch  s u p e r io r  fo r  the u rb a n  th an  fo r  the r u r a l  
p e r s o n  in  L o u is ia n a .
P e r s o n s  W ith F o u r  Y e a rs  of H igh  Schoo l C o m p le te d .
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . The p ro p o r tio n s  o f the po p u la tio n  of the 
m u n ic ip a li t ie s  o f B a to n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  o f p e rs o n s  25 y e a r s  of 
age an d  o v e r who had  c o m p le te d  fo u r y e a r s  o f h ig h  sch o o l in  1950, a re  
g iv en  in  T ab le  XVHI. T h ese  f ig u re s  a r e  fo r  the  u rb a n  p la c e . It is  
in te r e s t in g  to  note th a t ,  a lth o u g h  the  m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o l c o m p le ted  
is  h ig h e r  fo r  B a to n  R ouge th an  fo r  S h re v e p o r t , as  d is c u s s e d  ab o v e , th e  
l a t t e r  c i ty  show s a  g r e a te r  p e rc e n ta g e  th an  B a to n  R ouge of th o se  c o m ­
p le tin g  fo u r y e a r s  o f h igh  sch o o l. The p ro p o r tio n s  fo r  the to ta l  p o p u la ­
tio n  a r e :  S h re v e p o r t , 19. 7 p e r  c e n t and  B ato n  R ouge, 18. 6  p e r  cen t; 
fo r  m a le s ,  S h re v e p o r t , 17. 7 p e r  c e n t and  B ato n  R ouge, 15. 7; an d  fo r
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TA B LE XVIH
PR O PO R TIO N S O F THE PO PU L A T IO N  T W E N T Y -FIV E  YEARS 
O F  AGE AND OVER W ITH FO U R YEARS O F HIGH SCHOOL 
C O M P L E T E D , BY  SE X , F O R  URBAN P L A C E , BA TO N  ROUGE 
AND SH R E V E PO R T : 1950*
U rb an T o ta l
P la c e P o p u la tio n M ale F e m a le
B ato n  Rouge 18. 6 1 5 .7 2 1 .3
S h re v e p o r t 1 9 .7 1 7 .7 2 1 .7
♦ S ource: U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p p . 157, 158, 
T ab le  65.
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f e m a le s ,  S h re v e p o r t  21. 7 p e r  c e n t a s  o p p o sed  to  21. 3 p e r  c e n t fo r  
B a to n  R ouge.
W h ite s . T ab le  XIX, fo r  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s ,  w hich  
g iv e s  the  su b d iv is io n  by  ra c e  a s  w e ll a s  b y  s e x  of th o se  p e rs o n s  c o m ­
p le tin g  h ig h  sch o o l, p r e s e n ts  the  p ro p o r tio n  of w hite p e rs o n s  25 y e a r s  
of age and  o v e r  who have c o m p le ted  fo u r y e a r s  o f h igh  sch o o l. 
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  co m p le tin g  h ig h  sch o o l am ong 
w hite  m a le s  (2 1 .5  p e r  cen t) th an  B a to n  Rouge (19. 1 p e r  c en t) . The 
p ro p o r tio n s  co m p le tin g  fo u r y e a r s  o f h ig h  sch o o l am ong  w hite  fe m a le s  
a re  a lm o s t  e q u a l, w ith  27. 8  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  a s  c o m p a re d  to  
27. 6  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge.
T h ese  d a ta  show  th a t  in  b o th  c i t ie s  a  m u ch  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  
of-w hite fe m a le s  th an  w hite m a le s  co m p le te  h ig h  sch o o l. T h is  s e x  d if ­
f e r e n t ia l  m a y b e  a t tr ib u ta b le  to  the  g r e a te r  e m p lo y m e n t o p p o rtu n itie s  
fo r  young a d u lt m a le s  th an  fo r  f e m a le s .  A lso  r e la te d  m a y  be the  fa c t 
th a t  fe m a le s  u s u a lly  do w o rk  of a  c le r ic a l  n a tu re  w hich  r e q u i r e s  a s  a  
m in im u m  am o u n t of e d u ca tio n  the  h ig h  sch o o l d ip lo m a . A n o th e r 
p o s s ib le  f a c to r  r e la t iv e  to  the h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  o f h igh  sch o o l 
g ra d u a te s  in  the  to ta l  and  the  w hite p o p u la tio n s  o f S h re v e p o r t  a s  c o m ­
p a re d  to  B a to n  R ouge, is  a lso  r e la te d  to  e m p lo y m en t. T h a t i s ,  th e  
b lu e - c o l la r  type of em p lo y m e n t fo r  young ad u lts  in  B a to n  R ouge is  no t 
a s  l ik e ly  to  d em an d  th e  c o m p le tio n  of h ig h  sch o o l a s  the  m o re  h ig h ly
s p e c ia l iz e d  w h i te - c o l la r  jo b s  in  S h re v e p o r t . S ince  the h ig h  sch o o ls
TABLE XIX
\
PR O PO R TIO N S O F TH E PO P U L A T IO N  TW E N T Y -FIV E  YEARS OF AGE AND OVER W ITH FO U R
YEARS O F  HIGH SCHOOL C O M P L E T E D , B Y  RA CE AND SE X , STANDARD M ET R O PO L IT A N
A REA S, B A TO N  ROUGE , SH R E V E PO R T , AND LOUISIANA R U R A L- FA RM : 1950*
P e r  C en t
A ll C la s s e s W hite N onw hite
A re a T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le
B a to n  R ouge 1 6 .7 14. 1 1 9 .3 2 3 .4 19. 1 2 7 .6 2 .9 2 .9 2 .9
S h re v e p o r t 1 7 .3 1 5 .2 1 9 .1 2 4 .8 2 1 .5 2 7 .8 2 .7 2 .4 3 .0
L o u is ia n a
R u r a l - f a r m 4 .2 3 .3 5. 1 6 .3 4 .9 7 .8 .5 .4 .5
❖ Source: U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P - C 18, L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  
C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) 
p p . 157, 158, T ab le  65.
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o ffe r  ru d im e n ta ry  t r a in in g  in  b ookkeep ing  and  ty p in g , th is  m ig h t p r o ­
v ide an  in c en tiv e  to  young peop le  to  co m p le te  the s e c o n d a ry  c o u rs e  of 
s tu d y .
Non w hite s . The no n w h ites  in  th e se  u rb a n  c e n te r s  p r e s e n t  
tw o n o tab le  v a r ia t io n s  f ro m  the  o th e r  p o p u la tio n  c a te g o r ie s .  F i r s t  
o f a l l ,  w ith in  e a c h  c ity , the  m a le s  an d  fe m a le s  a re  m u ch  m o re  n e a r ly  
e q u a l in  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t th an  is  t ru e  am ong w h ite s . In B ato n  
R ouge the  tw o s e x e s  have  the  sa m e  p e rc e n ta g e  (2 .9 )  o f p e r s o n s  who 
have c o m p le te d  h ig h  sc h o o l, an d  in  S h re v e p o r t  th e re  is  s lig h tly  m o re  
th an  o n e -h a lf  of one p e rc e n ta g e  p o in t d iffe re n c e  in  fa v o r of fe m a le s  
(3 . 0 p e r  c e n t fo r  fe m a le s  to  2 .4  p e r  c e n t fo r  m a le s ) .
A n o th e r v a r ia t io n  a p p e a rs  in  the  change p re s e n te d  b y  the  n o n ­
w h ites  in  r e la t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  b e tw een  the  tw o c i t ie s .  A m ong nonw hite 
m a le s ,  B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  s l ig h tly  l a r g e r  p ro p o r tio n  c o m p le tin g  fo u r 
y e a r s  of h ig h  sch o o l (2 .9  p e r  cen t) a s  c o m p a re d  to  S h re v e p o r t  ( 2 .4  p e r  
c en t) . A m ong nonw hite  fe m a le s  the p ro p o r tio n s  co m p le tin g  h igh  sch o o l 
a r e  v i r tu a l ly  e q u a l, 3. 0 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  in  c o n t r a s t  to  2 .9  p e r  
c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge. On th e  w ho le , the  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s  o f th e se  
tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s  a re  r e m a rk a b ly  a lik e  in s o fa r  as  the  p ro p o r tio n s  
c o m p le tin g  h ig h  sch o o l a re  c o n c e rn e d .
R u ra l -u rb a n  d i f f e r e n t ia ls . A t the  s e c o n d a ry  sch o o l le v e l  the  
r u r a l  r e s id e n ts  in  c o n t r a s t  to  u rb a n  r e s id e n ts  o f a l l  c la s s e s  have g re a t  
d is a d v a n ta g e s . A c tu a lly , the  p e rc e n ta g e  o f r u r a l - f a r m  p e rs o n s
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c o m p le tin g  fo u r y e a r s  of h ig h  sch o o l is  o n ly  o n e -fo u r th  th a t  of the
u rb a n  p o p u la tio n . A m ong w hite r u r a l  m a le s  4 .9  p e r  c en t c o m p le ted
fo u r y e a r s  o f h ig h  sch o o l in  c o n tr a s t  to  1 9 . 1 p e r  c en t fo r  the  sam e
g ro u p  in  B ato n  R ouge an d  2 1 .5  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t . The r u r a l -
f a r m  fe m a le s  a r e  c o n s id e ra b ly  b e t te r  e d u c a te d  th an  th e i r  b r o th e r s .
A c tu a lly  7. 8  p e r  c e n t of th e m  had  c o m p le te d  fo u r y e a r s  of h ig h  sch o o l.
H o w ev e r, in  c o n tr a s t  to  th e i r  c o u n te rp a r ts  in  B ato n  Rouge and
S h re v e p o r t , am ong w hom  m o re  th an  27. 0 p e r  c e n t h a d  c o m p le ted  h igh
sch o o l, th e i r s  is  s e r io u s  d isa d v a n ta g e . T h is  co n d itio n  is  a  g e n e ra l
13one th ro u g h o u t the  s ta te .
E v e n  w ith  the  d is tu rb in g ly  lo w  p ro p o r tio n s  (3 .0  p e r  c e n t o r  
l e s s )  of the  u rb a n  n onw hites  co m p le tin g  h ig h  sch o o l, the r u r a l - f a r m  
N eg ro  is  in  a  w o rse  p lig h t, w ith  n o t ev en  o n e -h a lf  o f one p e r  c e n t of 
h is  g ro u p  ach iev in g  th is  e d u c a tio n a l le v e l .
P ro p o r t io n  C o m p le tin g  F o u r  Y e a rs  o r  M ore  of C ollege
The p ro p o r tio n s  hav in g  a  co lleg e  ed u ca tio n  in  the tw o m u n ic i­
p a l i t ie s  o f B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  XX. 
H aving  n o te d  the  g e n e ra l ly  s u p e r io r  r e c o r d  o f S h re v e p o r t  in  s e c o n d a ry  
e d u c a tio n , one w ould  n o t e x p e c t the  w ide d iv e rg e n ce  r e p r e s e n te d  by  
th e  f ig u re s  in  th is  ta b le . B a to n  Rouge e x h ib its  d ec id ed ly  h ig h e r
13 S m ith  an d  H itt , op. c i t .  , p . 106.
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TA B LE XX
PR O PO R TIO N S O F  THE PO PU L A T IO N  T W E N T Y -FIV E  YEARS O F 
AGE AND O V ER W ITH FO U R OR MORE YEARS O F C O LLEG E 
C O M P L E T E D , BY  SE X ,FO R  URBAN P L A C E , BA TO N  ROUGE 
AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
U rban T o ta l
P la c e P o p u la tio n M ale F e m a le
B ato n  Rouge 11 .3 1 3 .4 9 .2
S h re v e p o r t 8 .7 1 0 . 2 7 .4
♦S ource: U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t ic  a (W ash ing ton : U n ited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p p . 157, 158, 
T ab le  65.
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ach iev em en t than  S h re v ep o rt a t the college lev e l.
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . F o r  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , 1 1 .3  p e r  c e n t of 
the ad u lts  in  the C ap ita l C ity  have c o m p le te d  fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  of 
c o lle g e , a s  c o n tr a s te d  w ith  o n ly  8 . 7 p e r  c e n t o f th o se  in  S h re v e p o rt. 
A m ong m a le s ,  1 3 .4  p e r  c e n t o c cu p ie d  th is  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  in  B ato n  
Rouge a s  o p p o sed  to  10. 2 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t . A cco rd in g  to  th is  
p a r t ic u la r  m e a s u re  o f e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t, in  B a to n  R ouge 9 . 2 p e r  
c e n t of th e  fe m a le s  h a d  c o m p le te d  co lleg e  and  S h re v e p o r t  fe m a le s  h ad  
on ly  7 .4  p e r  c e n t in  th a t c a te g o ry .
The d a ta  a lso  show  th a t  m a le s  e x c e e d  fe m a le s  in  the  p r o p o r ­
tio n  co m p le tin g  fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  of c o lle g e . T h is  is  the  r e v e r s e  
o f the  s i tu a tio n  re g a rd in g  th o se  who h ad  c o m p le te d  h ig h  sch o o l. In 
r e g a r d  to  s e c o n d a ry  e d u ca tio n , p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  g i r l s  had  f in ish e d  
h ig h  sch o o l th a n  b o y s .
I t is  p o s s ib le  to  c o m p a re  the  to ta l ,  w h ite , an d  nonw hite  p o p u ­
la tio n s  o f the  s ta n d a rd  m e tro p o lita n  a r e a s  of S h re v e p o r t  and  B ato n  
Rouge a t  the  co lleg e  le v e l ,  (See T ab le  XXI). The d if fe re n tia ls  o b ­
s e r v e d  f u r th e r  in d ic a te  the  g r e a te r  e d u c a tio n a l a t ta in m e n t of th e  B ato n  
R ouge a r e a  o v e r  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  in  the  r e a lm  of h ig h e r  ed u ca tio n  fo r  
i t s  c i t iz e n s .
W h ite s . A m ong w hite m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge 11 .9  p e r  c en t, a s  
c o m p a re d  to  8 . 2 p e r  c e n t fo r  th a t  g ro u p  in  S h re v e p o r t , h ad  co m p le ted  
fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  o f c o lle g e . The w hite fe m a le s  in  b o th  u rb a n  a r e a s
TABLE XXI
PR O PO R TIO N S O F THE PO PU L A T IO N  T W E N T Y -FIV E  YEARS O F AGE AND O V ER W ITH 
FO U R  OR M ORE YEARS O F C O LLE G E C O M P L E T E D , B Y  RA CE AND SE X , STANDARD 
M ETR O PO L IT A N  A R EA S, BA TO N  RO U G E, SH R E V E PO R T , AND LOUISIANA
R U R A L -FA R M : 1950*
P e r  C en t
A ll C la s s e s W hite N onw hite
A re a T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F e m a le T o ta l M ale F em ale
B a to n  R ouge 1 0 . 2 11 .9 8 . 6 1 3 .4 1 6 . 0 1 0 . 8 3 .5 2 .9 4 . 1
S h re v e p o r t 7 .2 8 . 2 6 .3 1 0 . 2 1 1 .7 8 . 8 1 .5 1 . 1 1 . 8
L o u is ia n a
R u r a l - f a r m 1 .5 1 .3 1 .7 2 . 1 1 .9 2 .4 .3 . 2 .4
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  
C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) 
p p . 157, 158, T ab le  65.
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h ave  a  m u ch  l e s s  im p r e s s iv e  r e c o r d  in s o fa r  a s  co lleg e  a tte n d an c e  is  
c o n c e rn e d , w ith  10 .8  p e r  c e n t and  8 . 8  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t , r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  co m p le tin g  fo u r y e a r s  of co lleg e  o r  m o re .
The e x p lan a tio n  fo r  th e se  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw een  the s e x e s  in  
le v e l  of e d u c a tio n a l a t ta in m e n t s e e m s  f a i r ly  o b v io u s . A fte r  g r a d u a t­
ing f ro m  h ig h  sch o o l in  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  th a n  m a le s ,  the  g r e a t  
m a jo r i ty  of w hite fe m a le s  tak e  w h ite -c o l la r  jo b s  o r  m a r r y .  The m en , 
in  o r d e r  to  m a r r y ,  an d  a lso  su p p o r t  f a m il ie s ,  n e e d  h ig h e r  e d u c a ­
tio n a l t ra in in g  to  s e c u re  b e t te r  jo b s . In m a n y  c a s e s  the  w ife w o rk s  
to  h e lp  h e r  h u sb an d  a ch ie v e  h is  co lleg e  d e g re e , re c o g n iz in g  the 
g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  to  the fa m ily  of h is  b re a d -w in n in g  a b ility . The 
fa c t  th a t  m a le s  a r e  m o re  h ig h ly  e d u c a te d  in  b o th  of th e se  m e tro p o lita n  
a r e a s  ten d s  to  su p p o r t  th e se  e x p la n a tio n s .
The m o re  im p r e s s iv e  a c h ie v e m e n t o f the  B ato n  R ouge p o p u la ­
tio n  re g a rd in g  co lleg e  a tte n d a n c e , in  c o m p a r iso n  to  S h re v e p o r t ,  is  
a t tr ib u ta b le  to  the  p re s e n c e  o f a  g r e a t  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  in  th a t  c ity . 
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  h a s  b e e n  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  the  h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n  
o f L o u is ia n a 's  you th  s in c e  I860  and  i t  w as e s ta b l is h e d  w ith  i t s  p r e s e n t  
n am e  in  the  c i ty  o f B a to n  R ouge in  1870. I t h a s  s p e c ia l  c o lle g e s  and  
sch o o ls  and  a  g ra d u a te  sch o o l, w h ich  m ak e  p o s s ib le  co lleg e  tra in in g  
bey o n d  th e  f o u r - y e a r  u n d e rg ra d u a te  p r o g r a m . The a v a ila b il i ty  of 
th e se  e d u c a tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s  h a s  und o u b ted ly  w eighed  h e a v ily  in  
in flu en c in g  the  p ro p o r tio n  of B a to n  R ouge 's  in h a b ita n ts  co m p le tin g
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fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  of c o lle g e . M any of th o se  who have sp e n t fo u r o r  
m o re  y e a r s  a s  s tu d en ts  a t  the  u n iv e r s i ty  a c q u ir in g  p ro fe s s io n a l  t r a i n ­
ing r e m a in  in  the  c i ty  o f B ato n  R ouge a s  p e rm a n e n t c i t iz e n s ,  and  th u s  
in flu en ce  th a t  c i ty 's  p ro p o r tio n  o f p e rs o n s  w ith  fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  of 
co lleg e  c o m p le ted . A lso , in  the 1950 C en su s , co lleg e  s tu d en ts  liv in g  
aw ay  f ro m  hom e w ere  c o n s id e re d  r e s id e n ts  of the  co m m u n itie s  in  
w hich  th ey  w e re  re s id in g  w hile a tten d in g  c o lle g e , r a th e r  th an  as  
p e r s o n s  te m p o r a r i ly  a b se n t f ro m  th e i r  p a re n ta l  h o m e s , a s  w as the 
p ra c t ic e  in  1940 an d  p re c e d in g  c e n su s  c o u n ts . S ince  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  is  c o n s ti tu te d  la r g e ly  of s tu d e n ts  who liv e  on  c a m p u s , th is  
is  an  im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  in  a ffe c tin g  the  p o p u la tio n  of B ato n  R ouge. The 
s e x  r a t io  of the  u n iv e r s i ty  p o p u la tio n  is  268. 3 fo r  Ju n e , 1955, w hich  
d o u b tle ss  c o n tr ib u te s  to  the s u p e r io r  r e c o r d  of B ato n  Rouge m a le s  
o v e r fe m a le s  in  a tta in in g  co lleg e  ed u ca tio n .
S h re v e p o r t , a ls o , is  the  s e a t  of an  in s ti tu tio n  o f h ig h e r  e d u c a ­
tio n , C e n te n a ry  C o lle g e , ( e s ta b l is h e d  1825 an d  lo c a te d  in  S h re v e p o r t  
s in ce  1 9 0 8 ), w hich  h a s  the d is tin c tio n  of b e in g  the  o ld e s t  co lleg e  w e st 
o f the  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r .  T h is  c o lle g e , the p ro p e r ty  an d  c h a r te r  of 
w h ich  w e re  a c q u ire d  by  the  M e th o d is t C h u rc h  in  1845, o f fe rs  m an y  
e d u c a tio n a l ad v an ta g e s  to  th a t c ity . H o w ev er, C e n te n a ry  C o lleg e , 
b e in g  a  p r iv a te ,  c h u r c h - r e la te d ,  l i b e r a l  a r t s  c o lle g e , is  n o t ta x  s u p ­
p o r te d  lik e  the  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . In  e n ro llm e n t,  the  U n iv e rs ity  is  
m o re  th an  s ix  t im e s  a s  la rg e  a s  C e n te n a ry  C o lleg e .
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Non w hite s . U ntil v e ry  r e c e n t  t im e s  the  no n w h ites  have n o t 
b e e n  a d m itte d  to  the  sam e  c o lle g e s  an d  u n iv e r s i t ie s  a s  the  w h ite s .
T h is  is  s t i l l  la r g e ly  t r u e ,  a lth o u g h  the s itu a tio n  is  ch an g in g . C on­
se q u e n tly , the  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n  in  the  nonw hite  
r a c ia l  g ro u p  have b e en  r e la t iv e ly  p o o r .
B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  m u c h  b e t te r  r e c o r d  of co lleg e  a tten d an ce  
am ong i ts  n onw hites  th an  S h re v e p o r t , w ith  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  abou t th re e  
tim e s  a s  m an y  of h e r  N e g ro es  co m p le tin g  fo u r y e a r s  o f co lleg e  o r  
m ore.. In 1950, am ong  nonw hite  m a le s ,  B a to n  R ouge h ad  2 .9  p e r  c e n t 
a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  1. 1 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  who have a t ta in e d  th is  
le v e l .  A  n o tab le  v a r ia t io n  f ro m  the  p a t te r n  o f h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n  am ong 
w h ites  is  th a t  nonw hite  fe m a le s  s u r p a s s  nonw hite m a le s  in  a c q u ir in g  
co lleg e  tra in in g . B ato n  R o u g e 's  m u ch  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of 4. 1 p e r  
c e n t of c o lle g e -e d u c a te d  nonw hite  fe m a le s  c o n tr a s ts  s tr ik in g ly  w ith
1. 8  p e r  c en t in  th a t  e d u c a tio n a l c a te g o ry  am ong  w om en  o f the  N egro  
ra c e  in  S h re v e p o r t .
The r e a s o n s  fo r  th e se  d if f e r e n tia ls  a re  a ls o  f a i r ly  e v id en t. 
T h e re  is  a  la rg e  N eg ro  u n iv e r s i ty  (S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs ity )  lo c a te d  in  
B a to n  R ouge, w hile the  on ly  n o r th  L o u is ia n a  co lleg e  th a t  is  open  to  
N e g ro e s  is  G ra m b lin g  C o llege  w hich  is  ab o u t 75 m ile s  f ro m  
S h re v e p o r t . The s e x  r a t io  a t  S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs ity  in  the  s p r in g  of 
1955 w as 60. 0, w h ich  a c c o rd in g  to  the R e g i s t r a r  o f th a t  in s ti tu tio n
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is  abou t the a v e ra g e  p ro p o r tio n  of m a le s  to  1 0 0  fe m a le s  th e re .
The r e a s o n  fo r the  p ro n o u n c e d ly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of co lleg e  
t r a in e d  p e r s o n s  am ong the  nonw hite  fe m a le s  th an  am ong  m a le s  in  
B a to n  R ouge is  d o u b tle s s  p r im a r i ly  e c o n o m ic . A bout the  on ly  f ie ld s  
open to  the  co lleg e  t r a in e d  N eg ro  have b e en  m e d ic in e  and  te a c h in g , 
w ith  te a c h in g  b y  f a r  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t .  The te a c h in g  p ro fe s s io n  
h a s  a lw ay s  a t t r a c te d  m o re  fe m a le s  th an  m a le s ,  am ong  n onw hites  a s  
w e ll a s  am ong  w h ite s . Now th a t  N e g ro e s  a r e  a d m itte d  to  the  g ra d u a te  
sch o o l a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , the  p ro p o r tio n  o f fe m a le s  w ith  
ad v an ced  co lleg e  t ra in in g  am ong n onw hites  in  B a to n  R ouge w ill 
p ro b a b ly  be c o n s id e ra b ly  in c r e a s e d .  W ith the  g r e a te r  n u m b e r of 
nonw hite w om en th an  m en  a l r e a d y  in  the  te a c h in g  f ie ld  and  the  p r o s ­
p e c t  of a  h ig h e r  s a l a r y  s c a le  w hich  a cc o m p a n ie s  the  m a s t e r s  d e g re e , 
u n d oub ted ly  the p ro p o r tio n  of N eg ro  w om en who s e e k  a  co lleg e  e d u c a ­
tio n  w ill con tinue  to  in c r e a s e .  A lthough  th e re  a r e  te c h n ic a l sch o o ls  
fo r  t ra in in g  N e g ro e s , su ch  a s  b u s in e s s  and  tr a d e  s c h o o ls , S h re v e p o r t  
non w h ite s  do n o t have  the  sam e  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  a c q u ir in g  co lleg e  
tra in in g  th a t  N e g ro es  do in  B ato n  R ouge.
R u r a l - u rb a n  D if f e r e n t ia ls . In  a ll  c la s s e s  the  r u r a l - f a r m  r e s i ­
d en t fa i ls  to  have the  sam e  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r a c q u ir in g  e d u ca tio n  a t  the  
c o lleg e  le v e l  a s  h is  u rb a n  c o u n te rp a r t .  B a to n  R ouge r e p o r te d  10. 2 
p e r  c e n t and  S h re v e p o r t  7. 2 p e r  c e n t, w hile the  r u r a l - f a r m  g ro u p  had
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o n ly  1. 5 p e r  c e n t, of th e i r  to ta l  a d u lt p o p u la tio n s  hav ing  c o m p le te d  
fo u r o r  m o re  y e a r s  of co lleg e  in  1950. In o th e r  w o rd s , th e se  c i t ie s  
have five  to  sev e n  t im e s  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  o f co lleg e  t r a in e d  
p e rs o n s  th an  r u r a l - f a r m  L o u is ia n a . The d if f e r e n tia l  am ong  w h ites  
i s  ev en  g r e a te r  — 1 3 .4  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge, 10. 2 p e r  c e n t in  
S h re v e p o r t , and  2. 1 p e r  c en t in  the r u r a l - f a r m  a r e a s .  The p e r ­
cen tag e  of p e rs o n s  w ith  co lleg e  t ra in in g  am ong r u r a l - f a r m  nonw hites  
is  p r a c t ic a l ly  n i l ,  be ing  l e s s  th a n  o n e - th i rd  of one p e r  c e n t in  m o s t  
c a s e s .  A  la c k  of f a c i l i t ie s  co u p led  w ith  a  la c k  o f in c en tiv e  p ro b a b ly  
e x p la in s  th is  s i tu a tio n . An im p o r ta n t r u r a l - u r b a n  d if fe re n tia l  is  
p r e s e n te d  c le a r ly  in  th e se  d a ta  re g a rd in g  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  a t  the 
co lleg e  le v e l .
E n ro llm e n t in  K in d e rg a r te n
In L o u is ia n a , k in d e rg a r te n s  a re  n o t y e t in c o rp o ra te d  in to  
the  p u b lic  sch o o l s y s te m . In 1950, a l l  k in d e rg a r te n s  w e re  o p e ra te d  
a s  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls . T h is  fa c t  m ade  th e m  e x c lu s iv e  b e c a u se  of the 
tu itio n  in v o lv ed . A lso , the  m a jo r i ty  of s ix - y e a r  o ld s  w e re  in  a t ­
ten d an ce  a t  p u b lic  sch o o l, in  the  f i r s t  g ra d e , u n d e r th e  c o m p u lso ry  
e d u ca tio n  law . T ab le  XXII show s the  e n ro llm e n t in  k in d e rg a r te n  
of c h ild re n  five  and  s ix  y e a r s  of age in  B a to n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  
in  1950. T h ese  d a ta  a re  n o t su b d iv id ed  a c c o rd in g  to  r a c e ,  b e c a u se  
i t  is  n o t l ik e ly  th a t th e re  w e re  an y  N eg ro  c h ild re n  e n ro lle d  in
TA B LE XXII
K IN D ERG A RTEN  E N R O L L M E N T * O F CHILD REN  FIV E AND SIX YEARS O LD , B Y  SEX ,
BA TO N  ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
B o th  S ex es M ale F e m a le
U rb an  P la c e
E n r o l le d  in  
K in d e rg a r te n
E n ro l le d  in  
K in d e rg a r te n
E n ro l le d  in  
K in d e rg a r te n
an d  Age T o ta l N u m b er P e r  C en t T o ta l N u m b er P e r  C ent T o ta l N u m b er P e r  C en t
B a to n  R ouge
T o ta l E n ro llm e n t 4 ,8 4 5 295 6 . 1 2 ,3 7 5 150 6 .3 2 ,4 7 0 145 5 .9
5 Y e a rs  O ld 2 ,3 8 5 225 9 .4 1 , 1 9 0 1 1 0 9 .2 1 ,1 9 5 115 9 .6
6  Y e a rs  O ld 2 ,4 6 0 70 2 . 8 1 ,1 8 5 40 3 .4 1 ,2 7 5 30 2 .4
S h re v e p o r t
T o ta l E n ro llm en t 4 ,6 0 5 365 7 .9 2 ,3 4 5 180 7. 7 2 , 2 6 0 185 8 . 2
5 Y e a rs  O ld 2 ,3 9 5 2 9 0 1 2 . 1 1 , 2 6 0 150 11 .9 1 ,1 3 5 140 1 2 .3
6  Y e a rs  O ld 2 , 2 1 0 75 3 .4 1 ,0 8 5 30 2 . 8 1 ,1 2 5 45 4 .0
❖ Source: U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of Population .: 1950, B u lle tin  P -C 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : D e ta ile d  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  
(W ashing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) p . 139, T ab le  61.
* B a s e d  on a  20 p e r  c e n t s a m p le .
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k in d e rg a r te n .
T o ta ls . A t the  five and  s ix - y e a r  age le v e l s ,  6 . 1 p e r  c e n t of 
the  B a to n  R ouge y o u n g s te rs  w ere  in  a tte n d an c e  a t  k in d e rg a r te n , a s  
c o m p a re d  to  7 .9  p e r  c en t in  S h re v e p o r t . F o r  re a s o n s  p re s e n te d  
ab o v e , the  g r e a te r  p ro p o r t io n  of th e se  c h ild re n  w ere  f iv e - y e a r - o ld s .
In B ato n  R ouge 9 .4  p e r  c e n t of the  f iv e - y e a r  o ld  g ro u p  w ere  in  k in d e r ­
g a r te n  as  c o m p a re d  to  12. 1 p e r  c en t in  S h re v e p o r t . Of the s ix - y e a r -  
o ld s , S h re v e p o r t  had  3. 4 p e r  c e n t in  k in d e rg a r te n  a s  o p p o sed  to  2. 8  
p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge.
M a le s . A n a ly zed  b y  sex , the  n o r th  L o u is ia n a  c ity  h ad  a  
g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f b o th  boys and  g i r l s  in  k in d e rg a r te n  th an  B ato n  
R ouge. In S h re v e p o r t  7. 7 p e r  c e n t o f the  m a le s  am ong five and  s ix -  
y e a r  o ld s  a tte n d e d  k in d e rg a r te n  c o m p a re d  to  6 . 3 p e r  c e n t in  B ato n  
R ouge. Of th e s e ,  11 .9  p e r  c en t in  the  f o r m e r  c ity , an d  9 .2  p e r  c e n t 
in  the  l a t t e r ,  w e re  in  th e i r  f if th  y e a r  o f l i f e .  A m ong the  s ix - y e a r - o ld  
g ro u p  3. 4 p e r  c e n t a tte n d e d  k in d e rg a r te n  in  B a to n  R ouge as  c o m p a re d  
to  2. 8  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t .  The h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  am ong  s ix - y e a r  
o ld  boys in  B a to n  R ouge w ould su g g e s t the  in flu en ce  o f p a ro c h ia l  
s c h o o ls  in  th is  so u th  L o u is ia n a  c ity , if  i t  w e re  c o n s is te n t .  H o w ev er, 
s in c e  i t  is  n o t t r u e  fo r  b o th  s e x e s , th is  e x p la n a tio n  d oes n o t a p p e a r  
v a lid .
F e m a le s .  S h re v e p o r t  h ad  a  c o n s is te n tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n
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of l i t t le  g i r l s  in. a tte n d a n c e  a t  k in d e rg a r te n  th a n  d id  the  c ity  of B a to n  
Rouge in  1950. F o r  the a g es  o f five  and  s ix  y e a r s ,  the  r e s p e c tiv e  
p e rc e n ta g e s  w ere  8 . 2 and  5 .9 ,  w hich  m e a n s  th a t  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p r o ­
p o r tio n  o f c h ild re n  in  K in d e rg a r te n  is  ab o u t o n e - fo u r th  g r e a te r  th a n  
th a t  of B a to n  R ouge. A m ong c h ild re n  ag ed  five  y e a r s ,  12. 3 p e r  c e n t 
of the f e m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  w e re  in  k in d e rg a r te n  and  9. 6  in  B ato n  
R ouge. In th e  fe m a le  g ro u p  s ix  y e a r s  o ld , 4 . 0 p e r  c e n t in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  
p o p u la tio n  w e re  e n ro l le d  in  a  p r iv a te  in s ti tu tio n  of le a rn in g  a s  c o m ­
p a r e d  w ith  on ly  2. 4 p e r  c e n t (c ip p ro x im ate ly  h a lf  a s  m an y ) in  k in d e r ­
g a r te n  in  the  C a p ita l C ity .
The g r e a te r  r e la t iv e  im p o rta n c e  of p a ro c h ia l  sch o o ls  in  
C a th o lic  so u th  L o u is ia n a  su g g e s ts  th a t  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  of 
y o u n g s te rs  w ould  be  in  a tte n d a n c e  a t  k in d e rg a r te n  in  B a to n  Rouge 
th a n  in  S h re v e p o r t . The r e a s o n  th is  is  n o t th e  c a se  is  p o s s ib ly  b e ­
c a u se  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  b e en  a  la rg e  u rb a n  c e n te r  fo r  a  g r e a t  m an y  
y e a r s  lo n g e r  th an  B a to n  R o u g e. The k in d e rg a r te n  h a s  b e en  la r g e ly  
an  u rb a n  in s ti tu tio n . W ith in c re a s in g  p o p u la tio n  p r e s s u r e  c e r ta in  
c o n d itio n s  te n d  to  d ev e lo p , e .g .  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  b e co m e  m o re  c ro w d ed ; 
m o re  m o th e r s  w o rk  o u ts id e  o f th e i r  h o m es w ith  ad d ed  e m p lo y m e n t 
o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  w om en; an d  c e r ta in  c la s s e s  o f the  p o p u la tio n  d e s ir e  
to  s e g re g a te  th e i r  c h ild re n  f ro m  the  m a s s e s  o f o th e r  c h ild re n .
T h e s e , o r  r e la te d  u rb a n  c o n d itio n s , m a y  have r e s u l te d  in  the
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d if f e r e n tia l  k in d e rg a r te n  e n ro llm e n t in  the  c i t ie s  of B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t .
P r o g r e s s
In te re s te d  p e r s o n s  a r e  a w are  of the im p ro v e m e n t b e ing  
m ad e  in  e d u c a tio n a l a t ta in m e n t in  the  s ta te  of L o u is ia n a . H o w ev er, 
s in ce  the  a c tu a l am o u n t of sch o o lin g  c o m p le ted  h a s  b een  p re s e n te d  
in  the  fe d e ra l  c e n su s  on ly  s in ce  1940, the  im p ro v e m e n t can  b e s t  be 
m e a s u re d  b y  c o m p a rin g  the e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t of young ad u lts  
w ith  th a t  of o ld e r  p e r s o n s ,  in  1950. The l a t t e r  g ro u p s  c o m p le te d  
th e i r  scho o lin g  s e v e r a l  d e ca d e s  ago , th e re fo re  th is  m e th o d  w ill 
s e rv e  to  r e v e a l ,  in  a  l im ite d  m a n n e r , the  ch an g es  th a t  have o c c u r re d .
The e x te n t of in c re a s e  in  the  am o u n t of sch o o lin g  c o m p le ted  
in  th e se  two im p o r ta n t  u rb a n  c e n te r s  o f L o u is ia n a  is  show n in  
F ig u r e s  44 , 45 , 46 , and  47. F ig u r e s  44 and  45 d e a l w ith  the  to ta l  
p o p u la tio n s  an d  in c lu d e  the  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n . F ig u r e s  46 and  
47 subd iv id e  the  p o p u la tio n s  of the  tw o c i t ie s  b y  ra c e  and  sex .
M a le s . T he change  in  th e  am o u n t o f sch o o lin g  c o m p le te d  
b y  m a le s  is  show n in  F ig u re  44. W hile m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  e x h ib it  
a  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  a c h ie v e m e n t th ro u g h o u t the  y e a r s ,  in  the  ag es  
b e tw ee n  25 and  35 y e a r s  m e n  in  B a to n  R ouge have a tta in e d  an  ev en  
h ig h e r  le v e l  of e d u c a tio n . H o w ev er, the  d iffe re n c e  am o u n ts  to  on ly  
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Figure 44. Relationship of age to average years of schooling attained by m ales,
Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S o u n c t :  li-vi-TLE S tates  T r - i ru ;  or Pq p u l* n  m i : i ? 9 " '
c e n te r  is  r e f le c te d  in  th e  h ig h e r  le v e l  of fo rm a l sch o o lin g  in  th e  a g es  
o v e r  40 y e a r s .  The g r e a te s t  gap b e tw ee n  the  tw o c i t ie s  is  in  the  
a g e s  o v e r  75 y e a r s ,  w h ere  S h r e v e p o r t 's  m a le s  have h ad  a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  a  g ra d e  and  a  h a lf  m o re  fo rm a l sch o o lin g  th an  th o se  o f B a to n  
R o u g e .
B o th  c i t ie s  show  c o n s is te n t  p r o g r e s s .  In B a to n  R ouge m e n  
o v e r  75 y e a r s  of age re a c h e d  a  le v e l  of 4 . 8  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of s c h o o l­
ing a s  c o m p a re d  to  12. 5 y e a r s  fo r  young a d u lt m a le s  in  1950, a  d i f ­
fe re n c e  o f 7. 7 y e a r s  of tra in in g . The m e d ia n  in  S h re v e p o r t  of 5 .9  
y e a r s  fo r  o ld s te r s  and  12. 2 y e a r s  fo r  young m a le s  25 y e a r s  of age in  
1950 r e p r e s e n ts  an  ad v an ce  of 6 .3  y e a r s  of tra in in g .
The r u r a l - f a r m  m a le s ,  a lth o u g h  f a r  b e lo w  the  a c h ie v e m e n t 
o f u rb a n  m a le s ,  a c q u ire d  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  of 3. 3 in  the  
o ld e r  a g e s  to  5. 1 am ong young a d u lts ,  a  to ta l  o f 1. 8  m o re  y e a r s  fo r  
the young m a le s .  The change w as n o t a s  e x te n s iv e  a s  in  the  u rb a n  
a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  B a to n  R ouge, b u t i t  w as c o n s is te n t.
F e m a le s .  The am o u n ts  of sch o o lin g  a c q u ire d  b y  the  fe m a le s  
in  v a r io u s  age g ro u p s  of th e se  u rb a n  p o p u la tio n s  a r e  m u c h  m o re  
n e a r ly  e q u a l th a n  th a t  fo r  m a le s  (See F ig u re  45 ). The sa m e  g e n e ra l  
re la t io n s h ip  e x is t s  a s  to  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t in  the  tw o a r e a s .  
S h r e v e p o r t 's  fe m a le s  b e tw een  the  a g e s  of 40 and  75 y e a r s  have  h ad  
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Figure 45. Relationship of age to average years of schooling attained by fem ales, 
Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S o i r c e :  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  o f  P o p u l a t i o n ;  i f )5 * 0
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l a t t e r  c i ty  fe m a le s  have a  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t fo r  th e  age 
g ro u p s  25 to  40 y e a r s ,  in  1950.
In  the  m a t te r  o f e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t, S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  
s lig h tly  b e t te r  r e c o r d  th a n  B a to n  R ouge, w ith  7. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s  of 
sch o o lin g  in  the a g es  o v e r  75 y e a r s  an d  12. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s  c o m p le te d  
a t  the  25 to  30 y e a r  age le v e l .  The ra n g e  e x ten d s  f ro m  7. 4 m e d ia n  
y e a r s  to  12. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s  in  the  sa m e  age g ro u p s  in  B aton  R o u g e . 
A c tu a lly , the d iffe re n c e  is  in s ig n if ic a n t, b e in g  l e s s  th an  o n e -h a lf  a  
y e a r 's  sch o o lin g  a t  an y  p o in t.
The o ld e r  r u r a l - f a r m  fe m a le s .a c q u ir e d  3. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s  
o f sch o o lin g  and  the  young w om en 7. 3, o r  a  to ta l  o f 4. 2 y e a r s  d if ­
f e re n c e , a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  a  d iffe re n c e  of five y e a r s  fo r  the sam e  
g ro u p s  am ong S h re v e p o r t  fe m a le s ,  an d  4 . 7 ad d ed  y e a r s  o f t r a in in g  
fo r  th o se  in  B a to n  R ouge. The in c r e a s e  in  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  am ong 
r u r a l  fe m a le s  c o m p a re d  m u c h  m o re  n e a r ly  to  th a t  of u rb a n  fe m a le s  
th an  is  t r u e  o f r u r a l  and  u rb a n  m a le s .
W hite s . F ig u re  4 6 , w h ich  r e p r e s e n ts  the  d iffe ren c e  in  the 
a m o u n t of sch o o lin g  fo r the  w hite  p o p u la tio n  a g ed  25 to  30 y e a r s ,  an d  
75 y e a r s  and  o v e r ,  of B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  p o in ts  up m o re  
c le a r ly  the  d if fe re n tia l  im p ro v e m e n t b e tw een  the  s e x e s . The o ld e r  
m a le s  o f B a to n  R ouge have 3 .4  m e d ia n  y e a r s  c o m p le te d  c o m p a re d  to
1 1 .8  fo r  the  young g ro u p , the  im p r e s s iv e  d iffe re n c e  of 8 .4  y e a r s  of 



























Figure 46. Relationship of age and sex  to average years of schooling attained by 
whites, Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S  c  : U n i t  c S t a t e ;, C e v s u e. o r  P a t t n\*t  _i_25_0)
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c o m p le te d  o f 6 . 8  fo r  the ag ed  g ro u p  to  1 1 . 9  fo r  the  you n g er g ro u p , 
o r  5 . 1 a d d itio n a l y e a r s  of t ra in in g . T h u s, a lth o u g h  S h re v e p o r t  w hite 
m a le s  in  1950 have a  s lig h tly  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t th an  th o se  
of B ato n  R ouge, the  r e la t iv e  change h a s  b e e n  p ro n o u n c e d ly  g r e a te r  in  
B a to n  R ouge.
A m ong w hite f e m a le s , th o se  in  B a to n  Rouge have a ls o  m ade 
g r e a te r  im p ro v e m e n t in  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t th an  the w hite fe m a le s  
in  S h re v e p o r t . The fo r m e r  c o m p le ted  1 1 .4  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of scho o lin g  
in  the  ag es  25 to  30 y e a r s ,  a n d  th o se  o v e r  75 y e a r s  o f age h ad  c o m ­
p le te d  7. 7 m e d ia n  y e a r s ,  an  im p ro v e m e n t of 3. 7 m o re  y e a r s  of t r a i n ­
ing fo r  the  young p e r s o n s . In S h re v e p o r t  the  c o rre sp o n d in g  f ig u re s  
a r e  11 .3  m e d ia n  y e a r s  and  7 .9  y e a r s ,  o r  3 .4  a d d itio n a l y e a r s  of 
sch o o lin g  in  the  y o u n g er g ro u p . A s in the  c a se  of the to ta l  p o p u la ­
t io n s , the fe m a le s  of the tw o c i t ie s  have v e ry  s im i la r  r e c o r d s  of 
e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t. The w hite fe m a le s  do no t d is p la y  as  wide 
a  gap  b e tw ee n  m e d ia n  g ra d e s  of sch o o lin g  fo r young w om en an d  ag ed  
w om en as  do the w hite m a le s  in  the  sam e  a g e s .
N o n w h ite s . The change in  the e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  o f the n o n ­
w hite  p o p u la tio n s  of B ato n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  is  i l lu s t r a te d  in  
F ig u re  47 . The m a le s  of th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  in  B a to n  R ouge m ad e  the  
g r e a te r  a d v an c e m en t in  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t. The B a to n  R ouge aged  



































70 55 40 30
Age
Figure 47. Relationship of age and eex to average years of schooling attained by 
nonwhites, Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1950.
( S  u r c e :  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C e n s u s  q f  P o p u l a t i o n !
ag ed  25 to  30 y e a r s  had  7. 1 m e d ia n  y e a r s  of t r a in in g . C o m p a rab le  
f ig u re s  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  nonw hite  m a le s  a r e  z e ro  and  6 .4  m e d ia n  
y e a r s .  In  e a c h  in s ta n c e  the in c re a s e  in  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  
is  a  re m a rk a b le  a c h ie v e m e n t and , in  the c a se  o f S h re v e p o r t , r e p r e ­
se n ts  a  g r e a te r  change th a n  w as in d ic a te d  am ong the  w hite m a le s .
The nonw hite  fe m a le  p o p u la tio n  of the  C a p ita l C ity  a lso  
show s a  g r e a te r  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t o v e r  th a t  of the c o r r e s p o n d ­
ing g ro u p  in  S h re v e p o r t .  The B a to n  Rouge nonw hite  fe m a le s  a c q u ire d  
z e r o  m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  am ong ag ed  w om en b u t 7. 3 y e a r s  fo r  
w om en ag ed  25 to  30 y e a r s ,  w hile th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t  c o m p le ted  1 .3  
m e d ia n  y e a r s  to  7 .3  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  The 
d iffe re n c e  is  s ix  fu ll y ean s  m o re  sch o o lin g  fo r  the y o u n g er g ro u p  in  
S h re v e p o r t , b u t ev en  th is  w as l e s s  th an  the  7. 3 y e a r s  d if fe re n c e  in  
B a to n  R ouge.
In  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  the  im p ro v e m e n t m ade  b y  w hite f e m a le s , 
the r e c o r d  of th is  nonw hite  fe m a le  g ro u p  in d ic a te s  c le a r ly  the  in ­
c re a s in g ly  fa v o ra b le  co n d itio n s  fo r  the  S o u th e rn  N e g ro  to  o b ta in  a  
fo r m a l  e d u c a tio n . The N eg ro  fe m a le s  g a in ed  7 .3  y e a r s ,  c o m p a re d  
to  the 3. 7 y e a r s  g a in ed  am ong  w hite fe m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge. In 
S h re v e p o r t  the  nonw hite  f e m a le s ' s ix - y e a r  im p ro v e m e n t c o n tr a s ts  
w ith  th a t  of 3 .4  y e a r s  g a in ed  am ong  the  w hite f e m a le s . N o tw ith stan d in g
the g r e a te r  g a in , the e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  o f the  non w h ite s  w a s , o f c o u r s e ,  
in f e r io r  to  th a t  o f the  w h ite s  a t  a l l  a g e s .
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G e n e ra l  C o n c lu sio n s
In b o th  of th e se  p r o g r e s s iv e  L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  the  m e d ia n  
y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  c o m p le te d  b y  th e  ad u lt p o p u la tio n s  iB ab o u t e le v e n  
y e a r s  o r  ju s t  one y e a r  u n d e r c o m p le tio n  of h ig h  sch o o l. A c tu a lly , 
L o u is ia n a  h ig h  sch o o ls  c o n ta in ed  on ly  e le v e n  g ra d e s  u n til  1944, 
w hich  m e a n s  th a t  th is  m e d ia n  w as e q u iv a le n t to  co m p le tio n  of h igh  
sch o o l. B ato n  R ouge h a s  a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  r e c o r d  in  e d u c a tio n a l a t ­
ta in m e n t a c c o rd in g  to  th is  in d ex  th an  S h re v e p o r t ,  b u t th e y  a re  v e ry  
s im i la r .  E a c h  c ity  h as  a c h ie v e d  a  m e d ia n  of ab o u t th r e e  and  a  h a lf  
y e a r s  m o re  th a n  th a t  fo r  L o u is ia n a  a s  a  w hole an d  a lm o s t  tw o y e a r s  
m o re  th an  the  m e d ia n  y e a r s  o f sch o o lin g  fo r  the  U n ited  S ta te s  a s  a  
w hole . A lso , th e y  b o th  ra n k  h ig h e r  in  th is  r e s p e c t  th a n  any  o th e r  
u rb a n  c e n te r  in  L o u is ia n a .
E d u c a tio n a l d if f e re n c e s  b e tw ee n  the  r e s id e n ts  of B a to n  R ouge 
and  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  n o t e n t i r e ly  c o n s is te n t .  A c co rd in g  to  one m e a s u re  
B a to n  R o u g ean s w ill a p p e a r  to  have an  ad v an tag e  in  e d u c a tio n a l a t t a in ­
m e n t, b u t th e  n e x t in d ex  m a y  in d ic a te  s u p e r io r  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  
am ong S h r e v e p o r te r s .  On the  b a s is  of th e  p ro p o r t io n  of c h ild re n  a t ­
ten d in g  k in d e rg a r te n ,  th e  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  a tta in e d  b y  
a d u l t s , the  p ro p o r t io n  of a d u lts  w ith  no sch o o lin g , the  p ro p o r t io n  of 
a d u lts  w ith  fo u r  y e a r s  of h ig h  sch o o l c o m p le te d , and  the  p ro p o r t io n  of 
a d u lts  w ith  fo u r  o r  m o re  y e a r s  of co lleg e  c o m p le te d , the  fo llow ing
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d if f e re n tia ls  a r e  e s ta b lis h e d :
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  of c h ild re n  five 
an d  s ix  y e a r s  of age a tten d in g  k in d e rg a r te n  th an  d oes B a to n  R o u g e. 
B ato n  R ouge ad u lts  have a t ta in e d  h ig h e r  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  
th a n  S h re v e p o r t  a d u lts , w ith  th e  e x ce p tio n  of w hite fe m a le s .  In  the 
l a t t e r  c a te g o ry , S h r e v e p o r t 's  m e d ia n  is  h ig h e r .  In  b o th  c i t ie s ,  f e ­
m a le s  a r e  c o n s is te n tly  b e t te r  e d u c a te d  th a n  m a le s ,  e x c e p t am ong  
w h ite s  in  B a to n  Rouge w h e re  th e  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  is  the  
sa m e  fo r  b o th  s e x e s .
In the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , the  tw o c i t ie s  have e q u a l p r o p o r ­
tio n s  of a d u lts  w ith  no sch o o lin g . In e a c h  in s ta n c e  the  p ro p o r tio n  
o f m a le s  e x c e e d s  th a t  of fe m a le s  in  th is  c a te g o ry , b u t S h re v e p o r t  
h a s  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  m a le s  w ith  no sch o o lin g  th a n  B a to n  R ouge. In 
B a to n  R ouge a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  o f fe m a le s  is  c la s s i f ie d  aB 
hav in g  no  sch o o lin g  th a n  in  S h re v e p o r t .
P ro p o r t io n a te ly , w hite  r u r a l - f a r m  p e rs o n s  a re  m u ch  m o re  
co m m o n ly  found  w ith  no sch o o lin g  th a n  the  r e s id e n ts  of e i th e r  u rb a n  
c e n te r .  R u r a l - f a r m  no n w h ites  in  th is  c a te g o ry  a re  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  
n u m e ro u s  th a n  u rb a n  n o n w h ite s . B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  b o th  
have v e ry  lo w  p ro p o r tio n s  o f a d u lts  w ith  no sch o o lin g .
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  p e r s o n s  w ith  fo u r y e a r s  of 
h ig h  sch o o l c o m p le te d  th a n  B a to n  R ouge an d  b o th  c i t ie s  have p r o p o r ­
t io n a te ly  m o re  fe m a le s  th a n  m a le s  in  th is  c l a s s ,  in  b o th  r a c e s .
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In. the  r e a lm  of h ig h e r  ed u ca tio n , B a to n  R ouge h a s  a  r e c o r d  
s u p e r io r  to  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t . A m ong b o th  w h ites  an d  nonw hites 
p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  m a le s  and  fe m a le s  in  the  C a p ita l C ity  have c o m ­
p le te d  fo u r  o r  m o re  y e a r s  of co lleg e  th an  in  S h re v e p o r t . A t th is  le v e l , 
am ong  w h ites  in  b o th  c i t i e s ,  m a le s  e x c e e d e d  fe m a le s  in  p ro p o r tio n s  
o f co lleg e  g ra d u a te s .  A m ong n o n w h ite s , in  b o th  c i t ie s  fe m a le s  e x ­
c e e d e d  m a le s  in  th is  e d u ca tio n a l a ch ie v e m e n t.
W hites show  m u c h  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t th a n  n o n ­
w h ite s  in  b o th  B a to n  Rouge and S h re v e p o r t . The u rb a n  c e n te r s  r e a c h  
a  h ig h e r  le v e l  in  e d u c a tio n a l a t ta in m e n t th an  the r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u la tio n  
o f L o u is ia n a  in  a l l  c a te g o r ie s .  The in e q u a lit ie s  of e d u ca tio n a l o p p o r­
tu n ity  b e tw een  th e s e  r e s id e n t ia l  and  r a c ia l  g ro u p s  a re  u n q u e s tio n ab le . 
In e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t th e  f a r m e r  in  L o u is ia n a  c o m p a re s  m o re  u n ­
fa v o ra b ly  w ith  the  u rb a n  d w e lle r  th an  an y w h ere  e ls e  in  the  n a tio n . ^
C o n s id e ra b le  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m ad e  in  the e d u ca tio n a l 
a t ta in m e n t o f th e se  tw o p o p u la tio n s  d u rin g  th e  p a s t  five d e c a d e s .
T h is  im p ro v e m e n t can  be a p p ro x im a te d  by  c o m p a rin g  th e  m e d ia n  
y e a r s  of sch o o lin g  c o m p le te d  a t  the  d if fe re n t  age le v e ls  b e tw een  25 
an d  75 y e a r s .  P o p u la tio n s  of b o th  c i t ie s  have  in c r e a s e d  a  m in im u m  
of 3 .4  y e a r s  in  e d u c a tio n a l t r a in in g . T h e se  d a ta  in d ic a te  th a t  a ll
1 4  Ibid. , p . 100.
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c la s s e s  o f the p o p u la tio n  of B ato n  R ouge, e x c e p t w hite f e m a le s ,  have 
m ad e  g r e a te r  im p ro v e m e n t in  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t d u rin g  the p a s t  
s e v e r a l  d e ca d e s  th a n  th o se  in  the  p o p u la tio n  o f S h re v e p o r t . On the  
w ho le , fe m a le s  have im p ro v e d  m o re  th an  m a le s .  W ith the  e x ce p tio n  
o f w hite  m a le s  in  B a to n  R ouge, the  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s , m a le  and  
fe m a le , have m ade  m u ch  g r e a te r  im p ro v e m e n t th an  the  w hite p o p u ­
la t io n s .  A nd, a lth o u g h  the  gap  in  e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  is  s t i l l  w ide b e ­
tw een  the two r a c ia l  g ro u p s , i t  is  c lo s in g  f a s te r  th an  th a t  b e tw ee n  any  
o f the o th e r  p o p u la tio n  s e g m e n ts . A c tu a lly , the d if f e r e n tia ls  in  e d u c a ­
t io n a l a tta in m e n t a r e  g r e a te r  b e tw een  the u rb a n  and  r u r a l - f a r m  p o p u ­
la tio n s  th a n  a re  th o se  b e tw een  u rb a n  w h ite s  and  u rb a n  N e g ro e s .
T h e re  is  no doubt th a t  the  w hole s itu a tio n  r e la t iv e  to  e d u c a ­
tio n  in  th e se  tw o S o u th e rn  c i t ie s  is  im p ro v in g . It is  p e r t in e n t  to  e m ­
p h a s iz e  the  s ta te m e n t m ade e a r l i e r  th a t  d a ta  p re s e n te d  in  th is  
c h a p te r  a re  la r g e ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  a d u lts  25 y e a r s  o f age an d  o ld e r .  
I n te r e s te d  p e rs o n s  a r e  a w are  th a t  im p ro v e d  sch o o l f a c i l i t ie s ,  h ig h e r  
e n ro llm e n ts  and  b e t te r  sch o o l a tte n d an c e  have  b e en  in c re a s in g ly  e f ­
fe c tiv e  s in ce  the 1940 C e n su s . P e r s o n s  ag ed  25 y e a r s  a t  the  tim e  of 
the  1950 C en su s  w e re  a lr e a d y  15 y e a r s  o ld  in  1940, h o w e v e r, and  
th e re fo re  d id  n o t b e n e f it  f ro m  the im p ro v e d  e d u c a tio n a l co n d itio n s . 
M any o f th e m  h a d  " fin ish e d "  w ith  sch o o lin g  and  w ere  see k in g  jo b s  
d u rin g  the l a s t  y e a r s  of the g re a t  d e p re s s io n .  T h e re fo re  th e  r e s u l t s  
o f the  r e c e n t  im p ro v e d  e d u c a tio n a l co n d itio n s  in  L o u is ia n a  an d  o th e r
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S o u th e rn  S ta te s  a re  n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  r e f le c te d  in  the  c e n su s  d a ta  of 
1950.
It is  a  sa fe  p re d ic t io n , h o w e v e r , th a t  I960 c e n su s  r e p o r ts  
on e d u ca tio n  w ill in d ic a te  a  m a rk e d  d e c r e a s e  in  i l l i t e r a c y ,  b o th  
l i t e r a l  and  fu n c tio n a l, and  w ill r e c o r d  n o tab le  p r o g r e s s  in  the  e d u c a ­
tio n a l a t ta in m e n t of a l l  o f L o u is ia n a 's  c i t iz e n s , b o th  r u r a l  and  u rb a n  
d w e lle r s .  T h is  p re d ic tio n  is  safe  b e c a u se  a  c o n s id e ra b le  s h a re  of 
the  s t a t e 's  r e s id e n ts  25 y e a r s  of age o r  o ld e r  in  I960 w ill have h ad  
the  ad v an ta g e s  of e d u c a tio n a l im p ro v e m e n ts  m ad e  in  L o u is ia n a  d u rin g  
the  p a s t  tw o o r  th r e e  d e c a d e s .
CH A PTER X
O CCU PATIO N A L STATUS
The d a ta  on the  o c c u p a tio n a l c o m p o s itio n  of a  p o p u la tio n  
p ro v id e  im p o r ta n t  c r i t e r i a  fo r  d e te rm in in g  the e n t i r e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  
of a  s o c ie ty . H e b e rle  p o in ts  ou t th a t  n o t on ly  the  le v e l  of liv in g  of the 
p eo p le  b u t th e i r  ch an c e s  o f im p ro v e m e n t an d  the  fu tu re  of th e i r  o ff­
sp r in g  a re  d ep en d en t upon a v a ilab le  o ccu p a tio n s  and  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  
em p lo y m e n t. * In tu rn  the p o s itio n  of p e rs o n s  in  the  o ccu p a tio n  
h ie r a r c h y  w ill la r g e ly  d e te rm in e  the  s o c ia l  a lig n m e n ts  w hich  th e y  
fo rm  and  the  eco n o m ic  and  p re s t ig e  s ta tu s e s  w hich  th e y  m a y  a c h ie v e .
I t is  c le a r  th a t  o n e 's  eco n o m ic  p o s itio n  b e a r s  d i r e c t ly  upon 
o th e r  im p o r ta n t  s o c ia l  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  A c co rd in g  to  S o ro k in  and  
Z im m e rm a n , m a n 's  o c c u p a tio n a l, e c o n o m ic , an d  s o c io -p o l i t ic a l  
p o s itio n s  d e te rm in e  m o s t  o f the t r a i t s  of h is  p e r s o n a l i ty .  ^ O ccu p a ­
tio n a l s ta tu s  in f lu e n c e s  su c h  o th e r  d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a  a s
R udolf H e b e r le , The L a b o r  F o r c e  in  L o u is ia n a  (B a to n  
R ouge: L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1948) p . 1.
2
Ib id .
^ P i t i r im  S o ro k in  an d  C a r le  G. Z im m e rm a n , P r in c ip le s  of 
R u r a l -u rb a n  S o c io logy  (N ew  Y ork: H. H o lt and  C om pany , 1929) p . T l .
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e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s ,  f e r t i l i ty ,  lo n g e v ity  an d  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s .
P e r s o n s  in  d if fe re n t in d u s tr ie s  an d  o ccu p a tio n s  a r e  su b je c t
to  d if fe re n t  h e a lth  h a z a rd s  and  w ill have v a ry in g  r a te s  of m o rb id ity
and  m o r ta l i ty .  H en ce , c e r ta in  u rb a n  c e n te r s  m a y  p ro v id e  r e la t iv e ly
h a z a rd o u s  co n d itio n s  w hile  o th e rs  o ffe r  the  m o re  s h e l te r e d  and  s a f e r
o c c u p a tio n s . T h is  w ould d ep en d  upon the fu n c tio n  s e r v e d  b y  e a c h
4
u rb a n  a r e a  in  q u e s tio n . T h o m p so n  s ta te s  th a t  b i r th  r a te s  te n d  to  
be h ig h e r  w h ere  fe w er w om en a re  e m p lo y ed  o u ts id e  the  h o m e , su ch  
a s  in  c e n te r s  of h eav y  in d u s try .®  On the  o th e r  h an d , in  c o m m u n itie s  
w h ere  l ig h t in d u s try  an d  b u s in e s s  em p lo y  m a n y  w om en , th e re  is  a  
lo w e r b i r th  r a te  am ong the  m a r r ie d ,  and  r e la t iv e ly  fe w e r w om en 
liv e  in  the  m a r r i e d  s ta te .  ^
In v iew  of the p a r t ic u la r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  th a t  have a lr e a d y  
b e en  t r e a te d  in  th is  s tu d y , the  above n a m ed  f a c to r s  a p p e a r  to  be h ig h ly  
s ig n if ic a n t fo r  the  tw o c i t ie s  u n d e r c o n s id e ra t io n . The w ay in  w h ich  
peop le  e a r n  a  liv in g  in f lu e n c e s  a l l  a s p e c ts  of th e i r  l iv e s ,  and  e s ta b l is h e s  
ty p ic a l p a t te rn s  fo r  to ta l  g ro u p s  of p e r s o n s .
4
T h o m p so n , P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s ,  pp . 9 9 -1 0 1 . 
 ̂ Ibid.
^ S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 165.
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The D ata
In  the  U nited  S ta te s  the  c o lle c tio n  o f d a ta  on o ccu p a tio n s  w as 
b eg u n  b y  the  C en su s  B u re a u  in  1820. A t th a t  tim e  l i t t le  d i f f e r e n t ia ­
tio n  w as m a d e . The o ccu p a tio n s  w ere  c la s s i f ie d  in  th r e e  b ro a d  
g ro u p s ; v iz , a g r ic u l tu r e ,  c o m m e rc e  an d  m a n u fa c tu r in g . S ince  th a t  
tim e  e a c h  d e c e n n ia l c e n su s  h as  m ade  a  m o re  s y s te m a tic  and  co m p le te  
c o lle c tio n  o f o c cu p a tio n a l d a ta . The e co n o m ic  d a ta  s in c e  1940 a re  
c la s s i f ie d  u n d e r the  la b o r  fo rc e  and  p r e s e n t  d e ta i le d  in fo rm a tio n  r e l a ­
tiv e  to  o c cu p a tio n , in d u s try , em p lo y m e n t and  in c o m e . In  th e  1950 
c e n su s  the  la b o r  fo rc e  in c lu d e s  a l l  p e rs o n s  14 y e a r s  o ld  and  o v e r 
c la s s i f ie d  a s  em p lo y e d  o r  u n em p lo y ed , who a r e  e m p lo y a b le .
B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t
The L a b o r  F o rc e
In the  c e n su s  o f 1950, am ong th e  125, 629 p e r s o n s  in  B a to n  
R ouge, 9 1 .9 5 6  (7 3 .2  p e r  c en t) w e re  14 y e a r s  of age and o ld e r .  (See 
T ab le  XXIII) In  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  of 127, 206 , 95 , 293 ( 7 4 .9  
p e r  cen t) w e re  in  the  sa m e  age c la s s e s .  Of th e s e ,  49, 152 and  54, 396 
p e r s o n s  in  B a to n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t , r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  w e re  in  the  
la b o r  fo r c e .  T h is  r e p r e s e n ts  53. 5 p e r  c e n t o f the C a p ita l C ity 's
7
U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin , P -B 1 8 , 
op. c i t .  , p . x .
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TA BLE XXIH
P E R  C EN T O F TO TA L PO PU L A T IO N  FO U R T E E N  YEARS OLD AND 
O LD ER  AND P E R  CENT IN THE LA BO R F O R C E , BY  SE X , BATON
ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T: 1950*
A re a
P e r  C en t o f T o ta l 
P o p u la tio n  F o u r te e n  
Y e a rs  O ld an d  O ld e r
P e r  C en t of T o ta l Rap 
u la tio n  F o u r te e n  Y ears 
O ld a n d  O ld e r in  the 
L a b o r  F o rc e
B ato n  Rouge •
T o ta l 73. 2 5 3 .5
M ale 7 2 .4 7 6 .3
F e m a le 7 4 .0 3 2 .2
S h re v e p o r t
T o ta l 7 4 .9 57. 1
M ale 73. 0 8 0 .8
F e m a le 76. 6 37. 1
♦ S o u rce : U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ash ing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 5 2 -5 3 , T ab le  35.
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p o p u la tio n  who a re  14 y e a r s  of age o r  o ld e r  and  57. 1 p e r  c en t of 
th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t . T hus S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  g r e a te r  n u m b e r an d  a  
g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of p e rs o n s  who a re  e i th e r  em p lo y ed  o r  seek in g  
e m p lo y m e n t th an  does B ato n  R ouge. The p e rc e n ta g e  o f the  to ta l  p o p u ­
la tio n  who w ere  em p lo y ed  is  40. 6  in  S h re v e p o r t  and  37. 3 in  B ato n  
R ouge. T h is  r e p r e s e n ts  95. 5 of th o se  in  the  c iv il ia n  la b o r  fo rc e  of 
B a to n  R ouge and  9 5 .0  p e r  c e n t o f th a t  of S h re v e p o r t .
In b o th  c i t ie s ,  m a le s  o u tn u m b er the  fe m a le s  in  the la b o r  fo rc e . 
The p ro p o r tio n s  in  B ato n  Rouge w ere  76. 3 p e r  c e n t m a le s  and  32. 2 p e r  
c e n t fe m a le s ;  a s  c o m p a re d  to  8 0 .8  p e r  c e n t m a le s  and  37. 1 p e r  c en t 
fe m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t . The h ig h e r  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  o f em p lo y ed  
m a le s  o v e r  fe m a le s  in  B ato n  R ouge an d  the  g r e a te r  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  
o f fe m a le s  in  the  S h re v e p o r t  la b o r  fo rc e  a r e  in d ic a tiv e  of the  d if fe re n t 
ty p e s  of em p lo y m e n t th a t  p re d o m in a te  in  the  tw o m u n ic ip a li t ie s .
In S h re v e p o r t  th e re  a re  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  of w hite and  n o n ­
w hite  a d u lts  in  th e  la b o r  fo rc e  th an  in  B ato n  R ouge. A m ong w h ite s  in 
the  n o r th  L o u is ia n a  c ity , 55. 6  p e r  c e n t a r e  in c lu d ed  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  
a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  52. 3 p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge. I t m a y  w ell be th a t  
w ith  the  r e la t iv e ly  h ig h e r  wage s c a le  in  in d u s try  in  B a to n  R ouge, i t  is  
n o t n e c e s s a r y  fo r  a s  m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f a  fa m ily  to  s e e k  p a id  e m p lo y ­
m e n t in  th a t  c ity  a s  in  the  lo w e r - s a l a r i e d  w h ite - c o l la r  job  s itu a tio n  in 
S h re v e p o r t .
W hites a r e  h e a v ily  p re d o m in a n t n u m e r ic a l ly  o v e r  n o n w h ite s ,
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b u t N e g ro e s  c o n s ti tu te  a  s u b s ta n tia l  p ro p o r t io n  of the  la b o r  fo rc e  of 
th e s e  tw o L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  (See T ab le  XXIV). In B a to n  Rouge 14,257, 
o r  56. 6  p e r  c e n t o f the  ad u lts  of th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  w ere  in  the la b o r  
fo rc e ;  and  in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  la b o r  fo rc e  18, 178 c o n s ti tu te d  60. 3 p e r  c e n t 
of the nonw hite  a d u lts . S h re v e p o r t 's  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of N e g ro e s  in  
the  la b o r  fo rc e  o v e r  th a t  of B a to n  Rouge is  p ro b a b ly  due to  so m e e x te n t 
to  the  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of th is  r a c e  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  (se e  
C h a p te r  V). The h ig h e r  in d u s tr ia l  in c o m e s  w ould o p e ra te  s im i la r ly  
in  th is  g ro u p  a s  w ith  w h ite s , le s s e n in g  the  n e c e s s a r y  n u m b e r of " b re a d  
w in n e rs "  in  a  fa m ily . T h a t th e  p ro p o r tio n s  of n onw hites  in  the  la b o r  
fo rc e  in  th e se  two c i t ie s  a re  h ig h  is  re c o g n iz e d  b y  a  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  
s im i la r  p e rc e n ta g e s  fo r  L o u is ia n a  an d  the  n a tio n  w hich  w ere  38. 2 p e r
g
c e n t and  1 0 .6  p e r  c e n t, re s p e c t iv e ly ,  in 1940.
W hite m a le s  a re  n u m b e re d  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  to  a  c o n s id e r ­
ab le  e x te n t m o re  th a n  a re  w hite f e m a le s , in  b o th  B a to n  Rouge and  
S h re v e p o r t . H o w ev er, the  p ro p o r tio n  in  S h re v e p o r t  (8 3 .4  p e r  c en t 
m a le s  to  3 1 .3  p e r  c e n t fe m a le s )  is  m o re  d is tin c tiv e  th an  th a t  found in  
B a to n  R ouge (7 6 .4  p e r  c e n t m a le s  and  28. 6  p e r  c e n t fe m a le s ) .
M e m b e rs  of bo th  se x e s  a r e  em p lo y ed  in  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  n u m b e rs  
in  S h re v e p o r t  th a n  in  the  C ap ita l C ity .
g
S m ith  an d  H itt , The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a , p . 113.
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TABLE XXIV
N U M B ER  AND P E R  C EN T O F PO PU L A TIO N  FO U R T E E N  YEARS OLD 
AND O L D E R  IN TH E LA B O R  F O R C E , BY COLOR AND SEX , BATON 
ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T: 1950*
N u m b er in P e r  C en t in
A re a L a b o r  F o rc e L a b o r  F o rc e
B a to n  R ouge 
W hites
T o ta l 8 4 ,8 9 5 52. 3
M ale 2 5 ,2 3 8 7 6 .4
F e m a le 9 ,6 5 7 28. 6
N on w h ites
T o ta l 14 ,2 5 7 56. 6
M ale 8 ,6 0 4 7 5 .8
F e m a le 5, 653 4 0 .9
S h re v e p o r t
W hites
. T o ta l 3 6 ,2 1 8 55. 6
M ale 2 5 ,3 5 5 8 3 .4
F e m a le 10 ,863 3 1 .3
N onw hites
T o ta l 18 ,178 60. 3
M ale 9 ,8 3 5 7 4 .8
F e m a le 8 ,3 4 3 49. 6
♦ S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P - B 18, 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ash ing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 5 2 -5 3 , 
T ab le  35, pp. 5 4 -5 5 , T ab le  36.
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A m ong the  N e g ro e s  in  the  la b o r  fo r c e ,  m a le s  o u tn u m b er 
f e m a le s ,  w ith  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p ro p o r tio n  of fe m a le s  being  h ig h e r  th an  
th a t  of B a to n  R ouge. The nonw hite  p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e :  fo r  B aton  
R ouge, 7 5 .8  p e r  c e n t m a le s ,  4 0 .9  p e r  c e n t fe m a le s , 14 y e a r s  of age 
an d  o v e r ,  and  fo r  S h re v e p o r t , 74. 8  p e r  c e n t m a le s  and  49 . 6  p e r  cen t 
f e m a le s ,  14 y e a r s  of age an d  o v e r . A p o s s ib le  e x p lan a tio n  o f the 
g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f nonw hite  fe m a le s  in  the  S h re v e p o r t  la b o r  fo rc e  
is  th e  h ig h e r  e a rn in g  c a p a c ity  of the  nonw hite  m a le s  in  B ato n  R ouge, 
m ak in g  i t  l e s s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  the  w ives to  w o rk  in  the  l a t t e r  c ity . The 
re la t iv e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw ee n  the se x e s  in  the  em ployed la b o r  fo rc e  is  
l e s s  am ong n o n w h ite s , in d ic a tin g  th a t  p ro p o r t io n a te ly  m o re  N e g ro  
w om en a re  e m p lo y ed  o u ts id e  the  hom e th a n  a r e  w hite w om en.
N ot in  L a b o r  F o rc e
Of th o se  n o t in  the  la b o r  fo r c e ,  57. 9 p e r  c en t in  B a to n  Rouge 
an d  61. 5 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  k eep ing  h o u se . In b o th  c i t ie s  m o re  
th a n  th r e e - f o u r th s  o f th e se  p e rs o n s  a r e  w om en. M ales in  th is  c a te ­
g o ry  a re  la r g e ly  c la s s i f ie d  a s  un ab le  to  w o rk . The p e rc e n ta g e  of 
m a le s  th u s  c la s s i f ie d  is  14 .9  to  5. 1 fo r fe m a le s  in  B ato n  R ouge, and
3 1 .4  p e r  c e n t fo r  m a le s  to  7 .8  p e r  c e n t fe m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t . The 
p e rs o n s  n o t c la s s i f ie d  as  k eep in g  hou se  who a re  n o t in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  
a r e  d iv id ed  a s  fo llo w s: u n ab le  to  w o rk , 7. 5 p e r  c e n t in  B ato n  R ouge and 
12. 6  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t;  and  in m a te s  of in s t i tu t io n s , . 4  in  B ato n  
R ouge an d  1. 1 in  S h re v e p o r t . T h e se  p ro p o r tio n s  a r e  a p p a re n tly
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in d ic a tiv e  o f the d if fe re n tia l  age and  s e x  c o m p o sitio n  of the  tw o c i t ie s .  
The h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e s  of p e rs o n s  unab le  to  w o rk  an d  being  c a r e d  fo r 
in  in s t i tu t io n s  in  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  p ro b a b ly  in flu en c ed  by  the r e la t iv e ly  
g r e a te r  n u m b e r of the  ag ing  and  ag ed  in  the  p o p u la tio n  of th a t  c ity  
a s  c o m p a re d  to  B a to n  R ouge.
O ccu p a tio n a l S ta tu s
In the  1950 C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n , in fo rm a tio n  on (1) c la s s  
of w o rk e r , (2) o ccu p a tio n , and  (3) m a jo r  in d u s try  w as c o lle c te d  fo r  
p e rs o n s  in  the  e x p e r ie n c e d  c iv ilia n  la b o r  f o r c e .  A ll th re e  i te m s  r e ­
la te d  to  one sp e c if ic  job  h e ld  b y  the em p lo y ed  p e r s o n . F o r  an e x p e r ­
ie n c e d  u n em p lo y ed  p e r s o n , the  in fo rm a tio n  r e f e r r e d  to  the  l a s t  job  he 
h ad  h e ld . 9
C la s s  of W o rk e r
10
An a t te m p t to  d is tin g u is h  b e tw ee n  e m p lo y e r  and e m p lo y e e s , 
and  to  s e p a ra te  e m p lo y e es  a c c o rd in g  to  c iv il ia n  o r  g o v e rn m e n ta l 
s e rv ic e  w as m ade  fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  in  the  1940 C en su s  of P o p u la tio n . 
T h is  c la s s if ic a t io n  is  m ad e  a c c o rd in g  to  c la s s  of w o rk e r  w hich  in c lu d e s : 
( 1 ) p r iv a te  w age and  s a la r y  w o rk e rs ,  ( 2 ) g o v e rn m e n t w o rk e rs ,  ( 3 ) s e l f -  
em p lo y ed  w o rk e rs ,  and  (4) u n p a id  fa m ily  w o rk e rs .  In any  a tte m p t to
9
U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n , 1950, B u lle tin  P -B  18, 
o p . c it .  , p . x .
H eb erle , op. c i t . , p. 66 .
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c la s s i f y  th e se  p e rs o n s  a c c o rd in g  to  d is t in c t  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  fu n c tio n s , 
the  c a te g o ry  of s e lf -e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs  w ould be m is le a d in g  in  th a t  i t  
in c lu d e s  su c h  g ro u p s  a s  te n a n ts ,  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  and  o th e rs  w hose 
w o rk in g  s itu a tio n  m o re  n e a r ly  r e s e m b le s  th a t  of a  wage e a r n e r .  ^
On the  o th e r  han d , e x e c u tiv e s  and  m a n a g e rs  of la rg e  c o rp o ra tio n s  
a r e  c la s s i f ie d  a s  p r iv a te  wage and  s a la r y  w o rk e rs  b e c a u se  th e y  do 
n o t own th e i r  b u s in e s s e s .  H e b e rle  s ta t e s ,  "O n the  w hole one m a y  
a s s u m e  th a t  the  p ro p o r tio n s  of p e rs o n s  depending  v ir tu a l ly  on c o m ­
p e n sa tio n  fo r  th e i r  own la b o r  a r e  u n d e rs ta te d  and  th a t  the p ro p o r tio n s
o f r e a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a re  m u ch  s m a l le r  th an  the  'c l a s s '  of e m p lo y e rs
12an d  w o rk e rs  on own a cco u n t. "
The p e rc e n ta g e  d is tr ib u tio n  of em p lo y ed  p e rs o n s  fo u r te e n  
y e a r s  of age an d  o v e r , by  c la s s  of w o rk e r  and  s e x  fo r  B a to n  Rouge 
and  S h re v e p o r t  in  1950, is  p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  XXV. The h ig h e s t 
p ro p o r t io n  of w o rk e rs  in  b o th  of th e se  m u n ic ip a li t ie s  is  found in  the 
c a te g o ry  of " p r iv a te  w age and  s a la r y  w o rk e r s .  " In S h re v e p o r t  the p r o ­
p o r tio n  of 80. 6  p e r  c e n t s u r p a s s e s  the  7 6 .9  p e r  c e n t c la s s if ie d  th u s  in  
B a to n  R ouge. The sec o n d  ran k in g  c a te g o ry  in  B a to n  R ouge, (1 4 .9  p e r  
cen t) is  th a t  of " g o v e rn m e n t w o rk e rs .  " H o w ev er, th is  c a te g o ry  ta k e s
* * » P* 72.
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TABLE XXV
PE R C E N T A G E DISTRIBUTION O F E M PL O Y E D  PERSONS FO U R T E E N  
YEARS OLD AND O LD E R , BY CLASS O F W ORKER AND SE X , BATON 
ROUGE AND SH R EV EPO R T: 1950*
A re a
P r iv a te  Wage 
and  S a la ry  
W o rk e rs
G o v e rn m e n t
W o rk e rs
S e lf-em p lo y ed
W o rk e rs
U npaid
F a m ily
W o rk e rs
B ato n  Rouge
T o ta l 76 .9 14.9 7 .8 .4
M ale 7 8 .8 1 1 .7 9 .5 . 1
F e m a le 7 2 .9 2 1 . 8 4 .3 .9
S h re v e p o r t
T o ta l 8 0 .6 9 .2 1 0 . 0 . 2
M ale 7 9 .5 8 .3 1 2 . 2 . 1
F e m a le 8 2 .5 1 1 . 0 . 6 . 0 .5
*S ource : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a ; G e n e ra l C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 52, 53, 
T ab le  35.
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th i r d  p la ce  in  S h re v e p o r t ,  w ith  on ly  9 . 2 p e r  c e n t of the  w o rk e rs  in  
th a t  c ity  so  em p lo y ed . The lo c a tio n  of the  S ta te  C ap ita l a t  B a to n  
R ouge la r g e ly  a cc o u n ts  fo r  th is  d if f e re n tia l .  S h r e v e p o r t 's  sec o n d  
m o s t  im p o r ta n t c a te g o ry  (10 . 0 p e r  cen t) an d  B a to n  R o u g e 's  th i r d  (7 .8  
p e r  cen t) is  th a t  of " s e lf - e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs .  "  The c a te g o ry  "u n p aid  
fa m ily  w o rk e rs "  r a n k s  fo u r th  and  l a s t  in  b o th  c i t ie s  and  is  a p p a re n tly  
of n eg lig ib le  im p o r ta n c e . L e s s  th an  o n e -h a lf  of one p e rc e n ta g e  p o in t 
o f the  w o rk e rs  in  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  a r e  c la s s i f ie d  in  the 
l a s t  c a te g o ry .
In  B a to n  R ouge m a le s  have h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  em p lo y ed  
th a n  fe m a le s  in  on ly  tw o c a te g o r ie s .  In the  " p r iv a te  wage an d  s a la r y  
w o rk e r s "  c la s s if ic a t io n  m a le s  have the h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  of 7 8 .8  a s  
c o m p a re d  to  7 2 .9  fo r  fe m a le s ,  and  in  the  c a te g o ry  o f " s e lf - e m p lo y e d  
w o rk e rs "  the m a le s  have m o re  th an  tw ice  a s  g r e a t  p ro p o r tio n s  a s  do 
fe m a le s  (9 .5  p e r  c e n t to  4 .3  p e r  c e n t) . A m ong " g o v e rn m e n t w o rk e rs "  
fe m a le s  a r e  e m p lo y e d  a lm o s t  tw ice  a s  f re q u e n tly  a s  m a le s  ( 2 1 . 8  p e r  
cen t to  11. 7 p e r  c e n t) . A nd in  the  u n im p o r ta n t c a te g o ry  o f "u n p aid  
fa m ily  w o rk e r s "  the  f e m a le s  a r e  n ine t im e s  a s  n u m e ro u s  a s  m a le s  
(. 9  p e r  c e n t to  . 1 p e r  c en t) .
In S h re v e p o r t  fe m a le s  a re  e m p lo y e d  in  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  
th a n  m a le s  in  th re e  c a te g o r ie s .  One of th e s e  is  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  
c a te g o ry  of " p r iv a te  w age and  s a la r y  w o rk e r s ,  " in  w hich  82. 5  p e r  c e n t 
f e m a le s  and  79. 5 p e r  c e n t m a le s  a re  e n u m e ra te d . T h is  d if f e r e n tia l
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b e tw ee n  S h re v e p o r t  and B a to n  R ouge r e f le c ts  the  d is tin c tiv e  fu n c tio n  
of e a c h  c ity . The r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  of the  w h ite -c o lla r  
eco n o m y  of S h re v e p o r t  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  the  m o re  d o m in an t b lu e -  
c o l la r  type of e m p lo y m e n t in  B a to n  Rouge acco u n ts  to  som e e x te n t fo r 
th e i r  s e x  s e le c t iv i ty .
The o th e r  tw o c a te g o r ie s  in  w hich  S h re v e p o r t  fe m a le s  a re  
e m p lo y e d  to  a  g r e a te r  e x te n t th an  m a le s  a re  the sam e  a s  th o se  in  
B a to n  R ouge, w ith  a  s im i la r  s e x  r a t io .  A m ong " g o v e rn m e n t w o rk e rs "  
in  S h re v e p o r t , 1 1 .0  p e r  c e n t a r e  fe m a le  and  8 . 3 p e r  c e n t m a le . In  the 
c a te g o ry  "u n p a id  fa m ily  w o rk e r s "  the  p ro p o r tio n  of fe m a le s  is  abou t 
tw ice  a s  g r e a t  a s  th a t  of m a le s ,  w h ich  d oes n o t r e p r e s e n t  qu ite  the  
fe m a le  p re d o m in a n c e  th a t  B ato n  R ouge h a s  in  the  s a m e  c a te g o ry .
S im ila r  to  the s e x  r a t io  in  B a to n  R ouge, S h re v e p o r t  show s 
the  p ro p o r t io n  o f m a le s  to  be tw ice  a s  g r e a t  a s  th a t  o f fe m a le s  am ong 
the  " s e lf -e m p lo y e d  w o rk e r s "  ( 1 2 . 2  p e r  c e n t fo r  m a le s  and 6 . 0  p e r  cen t 
fo r  f e m a le s ) .  T h is  is  n o t u n e x p ec te d  s in ce  m a le s  in  o u r c u ltu re  have 
t r a d i t io n a l ly  b e e n  the  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .
O ccu p a tio n a l D is tr ib u tio n  by  C o lo r and  Sex
T a b le s  XXYI and  XXVII p r e s e n t  the p e r  cen t d is tr ib u tio n  by  
c o lo r  an d  s e x  in  the  m a jo r  o ccu p a tio n  g ro u p . The r e a s o n s  fo r  p r e ­
sen tin g  an a p p a re n t  d u p lic a tio n  of d a ta  w ill b eco m e  c le a r  a s  the  a n a ly s is  
p ro c e e d s .
The W hite P o p u la tio n . A m ong the  w hite p o p u la tio n s  of th e se
254
tw o L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  (T ab le  XXVI) the m o s t im p o r ta n t  c a te g o ry  in  
B a to n  R ouge is  th a t  of c r a f ts m e n , fo re m e n  and  k in d re d  w o rk e rs .  
O n e -fo u r th  of the  w hite n ia le s  in  B a to n  Rouge a re  th u s  em p lo y ed , c o m ­
p a re d  to  ab o u t o n e -f if th  o f the w hite m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  (21. 2 p e r  c e n t) . 
T h is  c o m p r is e s  the sec o n d  m o s t  im p o r ta n t c a te g o ry  in  the  l a t t e r  c ity . 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  o c cu p a tio n a l c a te g o ry  is  th a t  of c le r ic a l ,  
s a le s ,  and  k in d re d  w o rk e rs  w hich  o ccu p ie s  24. 6  p e r  c e n t of the w hite 
m a le s ,  a s  c o m p a re d  to  1 7 .3  p e r  c e n t of th a t  g ro u p  in  B a to n  R ouge.
T h is  c a te g o ry  ra n k s  th i r d  in  im p o r ta n c e .in  B ato n  R ouge. The r e l a ­
t iv e ly  h ig h  im p o r ta n c e  of th e se  tw o c a te g o r ie s ,  w hich  a r e  u s u a lly  im ­
p o r ta n t  u rb a n  o c c u p a tio n s , i s  in d ic a tiv e  of the p r im a r y  fu n c tio n  of 
e a c h  c ity , B a to n  Rouge b e in g  m o s t  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  in d u s try  and  
S h re v e p o r t  p r im a r i ly  a  t r a d e  c e n te r .
O p e ra t iv e s  and  k in d re d  w o rk e rs  c o m p ris e  B a to n  R o u g e 's  
sec o n d  ra n k in g  o ccu p a tio n  w ith  ab o u t o n e -f if th  of h e r  w hite  m a le s  th u s  
em p lo y ed . The 19. 1 p e r  c e n t in  th is  c a te g o ry  c o n tr a s ts  w ith  the  13 .3  
p e r  c e n t in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  who a re  so e m p lo y e d . T h is  c a te ­
g o ry  is  am ong  th e  five  m o s t  im p o r ta n t in  S h re v e p o r t , b u t i t  r a n k s  in  
f if th  p lace  in  th a t  c ity . In  S h re v e p o r t , the  c a te g o ry  th i r d  in  im p o r ­
ta n ce  is  th a t  of m a n a g e rs ,  o ff ic ia ls  and  p r o p r ie to r s ,  w hich  o c cu p ie s  
o n e -f if th  o f the  w hite m a le s  of th a t  c ity , b u t on ly  1 4 .8  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  
R ouge, w h ere  i t  ra n k s  f if th  in  im p o r ta n c e . The fo u r th  ra n k in g  o c c u p a ­
tio n  in  B a to n  R ouge ho lds the  sa m e  re la t iv e  p o s itio n  in  S h re v e p o r t .
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TABLE XXVI
P E R C E N T A G E  D ISTRIBUTIO N  BY  M AJO R O CCU PATIO N  G RO U P 
F O R  W HITE EM PL O Y E D  W ORKERS, BY SE X , BATON ROUGE
AND SH R EV E PO R T : 1950*
M ajo r O ccupation B ato n  Rouge S h re v e p o r t
G ro u p M ale F e m a le M ale F e m a le
P r o fe s s io n a l ,  T e c h n ica l 
and  K in d re d  W o rk e rs 15 .8 1 8 .4 14. 3 1 6 .4
F a r m e r s  and 
F a r m  M an a g e rs . 2 . 1 . 3
M a n a g e rs , O ffic ia ls  and  
P r o p r i e to r s ,  E x c e p t F a r m 14 .8 5 .3 2 0 . 0 5. 8
C le r ic a l  S a le s  and  
K in d re d  W o rk e rs 17 .3 6 0 .7 2 4 .6 5 6 .9
C ra f ts m e n , F o re m e n  
and  K in d re d  W o rk e rs 2 5 .0 1 . 1 2 1 . 2 1 . 2
O p e ra tiv e s  and  
K in d re d  W o rk e rs 19. 1 4 .2 13 .3 5 .9
P r iv a te  H o useho ld  
W o rk e rs 1 . 0 .9
S e rv ic e  W o rk e rs , E x c e p t 
P r iv a te  H o useho ld 4 .2 8 . 0 3. 6 11 .3
F a r m  L a b o r e r s ,  U npaid 
F a m ily  W o rk e rs - -
F a r m  L a b o r e r s ,  E x c e p t 
U npaid  F a m ily  W o rk e rs . 2 . 1 . 1 - -
L a b o r e r s ,  E x c e p t F a r m  
and  M ine 2 .4 . 2 2 . 1 . 2
O ccu p a tio n  N ot R e p o r te d 1 . 0 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 .5
*Source: United S ta tes  C ensus of P opulation: 1950, B u lle tin  P -B  18,
L ou is ian a : G en e ra l C h a ra c te r is t ic s  (W ashington: United
S ta tes  G overnm ent P r in tin g  O ffice, 1952) pp. 52, 55, Table 35.
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T h is  i s  the  c a te g o ry  of p ro fe s s io n a l ,  te c h n ic a l, and k in d re d  w o rk e rs ,  
w hich  in c lu d e s  1 5 .8  p e r  c e n t of the  w hite m a le  p o p u la tio n  o f B ato n  
R ouge and  14. 3 p e r  c en t o f th a t  g ro u p  in  S h re v e p o r t .
O nly tw o o c c u p a tio n a l c a te g o r ie s  a r e  of im p o r ta n c e  am ong 
w hite  f e m a le s . The o ccu p a tio n s  of th is  g ro u p  in  b o th  c i t ie s  c e n te r  
h e a v ily  in  the c le r ic a l ,  s a le s ,  and  k in d re d  w o rk e rs  g ro u p . M ore  th an  
h a lf  o f a ll  em p lo y ed  fe m a le s  a r e  in  th is  c a te g o ry . In th is  in s ta n c e  
B a to n  R ouge h a s  the  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  w ith  60. 7 p e r  c e n t o f w hite 
fe m a le s  en g ag ed  in  th is  c a te g o ry  a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  5 6 .9  p e r  c e n t in  
S h re v e p o r t .
The seco n d  o ccu p a tio n  w hich  c o m p r is e s  a  s ig n if ic a n t p r o p o r ­
tio n  of w hite fe m a le  w o rk e rs  is  th a t  of p ro f e s s io n a l ,  te c h n ic a l  and  
k in d re d  w o rk e rs .  D o u b tle ss  a  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  of th e se  w om en a re  
t e a c h e r s .  B ato n  Rouge h a s  the h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  e m p lo y ed  in  th is  
c a te g o ry , w ith  1 8 .4  p e r  c e n t, c o m p a re d  w ith  1 6 .4  p e r  c e n t of 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  w hite fe m a le s  who a re  c la s s i f ie d  in  the  sam e  em p lo y m en t 
c a te g o ry .
The N onw hite P o p u la tio n . A s w ould be e x p e c te d , the  o c c u p a ­
tio n s  of n onw hites  a r e  no t g e n e ra l ly  c o n c e n tra te d  in  the sam e  c a te ­
g o r ie s  a s  a re  th o se  o f the w hite p o p u la tio n . It is  in te r e s t in g  th a t  in  
th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  the  sam e  fo u r m a jo r  o ccu p a tio n s  o ccupy  the  s im ila r  
r e la t iv e  ra n k  in  b o th  u rb a n  c e n te r s .  T h is  w ould  su g g e s t th a t  c o lo r is
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a g r e a te r  d e te rm in a n t of o c cu p a tio n a l s ta tu s  th an  the  p a r t ic u la r  
eco n o m ic  fu n c tio n  of an  u rb a n  a r e a .  (See T ab le  XXVTL)
The h e a v ie s t  c o n c e n tra tio n  am ong  nonw hite  m a le s  is  in  the 
c a te g o ry  of la b o r e r s  (ex c lu d in g  th o se  w o rk in g  on f a rm s  o r in  m in in g  
a c tiv ity ) . A lm o s t o n e - th i rd  of the  N e g ro  m a le s  in  e a c h  u rb a n  c o m ­
m u n ity  a r e  so  em p lo y ed . The p e rc e n ta g e  is  3 1 .5  fo r S h re v e p o r t  and  
31. 1 fo r  B a to n  R ouge. A lthough  th is  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  som e w o rk e rs  
e n g ag ed  in  c o n s tru c tio n , m a n u fa c tu r in g , and  o th e r  in d u s t r ie s ,  i t  is  
l ik e ly  th a t am ong th is  r a c i a l  g ro u p  i t  c o n s ti tu te s  la r g e ly  u n s k ille d  
l a b o r e r s .
S eco n d  in  im p o r ta n c e  am ong the nonw hite  m a le s  of th e s e  tw o 
L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  i s  the  o c c u p a tio n a l g ro u p  c o m p r is e d  o f o p e ra t iv e s  
and  k in d re d  w o rk e rs .  In ad d itio n  to  m a n u fa c tu r in g , jo b s  a s  c h a u f fe u rs , 
t r u c k  d r iv e r s ,  d e l iv e ry  m e n , f il lin g  s ta t io n  and  p a rk in g  lo t  a tte n d a n ts  
a r e  in c lu d e d  in  th is  c a te g o ry . S h re v e p o r t  h a s  the  h ig h e r  p e r  c en t 
am ong nonw hite  m a le s  of 26. 3 c o m p a re d  to  23. 0 p e r  c en t in  B a to n  
R ouge who a re  en g ag ed  in  th is  o c cu p a tio n a l g ro u p .
S e rv ic e  w o rk e r s ,  (e x c e p t p r iv a te  h o u seh o ld ) ra n k  th i r d  in  i m ­
p o r ta n c e  fo r  nonw hite  m a le s .  T h is  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  b a r b e r s ,  b e a u t i ­
c ia n s , e le v a to r  o p e r a to r s ,  p r a c t ic a l  n u r s e s ,  w a ite r s  and  b a r te n d e r s .  
A gain  S h re v e p o r t  r e c o r d s  a  s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  of p e rs o n s  in  
th is  c a te g o ry  th an  B a to n  R ouge b u t th e  p ro p o r t io n s  a re  v e ry  n e a r ly  
e q u a l. The re s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e  19 .9  p e r  c e n t an d  19. 1 p e r  c en t.
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TABLE XXVII
PE R C E N T A G E  D ISTRIBU TIO N  BY  M A JO R O CCU PATIO N  G R O U P 
FO R  NONWHITE E M P L O Y E D  W ORKERS, BY SEX , BATON ROUGE
AND SH R E V E PO R T: 1950*
M ajo r O ccu p a tio n B a to n  R ouge S h re v e p o r t
G ro u p M ale F e m a le M ale F e m a le
P r o fe s s io n a l ,  T e c h n ic a l 
an d  K in d re d  W o rk e rs 2 . 8 6 . 7 2 . 6 5. 6
F a r m e r s  and  
F a r m  M an a g e rs . 2 - - . 2 - -
M a n a g e rs , O ffic ia ls  and  
P r o p r i e to r s ,  E x c e p t F a r m 2 .5 1 . 8 2 . 1 1 .4
C le r ic a l  S a le s  and  
K in d re d  W o rk e rs 3 .2 3 .2 3 .0 2. 3
C ra f ts m e n , F o re m e n  
and  K in d re d  W o rk e rs 15 .2 .4 1 0 . 8 .4
O p e ra tiv e s  and  
K in d re d  W o rk e rs 2 3 .0 8 .9 2 6 .3 8 .7
P r iv a te  H o u seh o ld  
W o rk e rs .9 5 2 .5 1 .4 5 3 .9
S e rv ic e  W o rk e rs , E x c e p t 
P r iv a te  H o u seh o ld 19 .1 2 4 .4 19 .9 2 4 .9
F a r m  L a b o r e r s ,  U npaid  
F a m ily  W o rk e rs — . 1 - -
F a r m  L a b o r e r s ,  E x c e p t 
U npaid  F a m ily  W o rk e rs . 8 . 5 . 8 . 2
L a b o r e r s ,  E x c e p t F a r m  
an d  M ine 31. 1 .5 3 1 .5 . 8
O ccupation  N ot R e p o r te d 1 . 2 1 . 1 1 .3 1 . 8
*Source: U nited S ta tes  C ensus of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P . -B18,
L ou is ian a : G e n e ra l C h a ra c te r is t ic s  (W ashington: United
S ta te s  G overnm en t P r in tin g  O ffice, 1952) pp. 52, 55, Table 35.
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The fo u r th , an d  l a s t ,  im p o r ta n t  c a te g o ry  am ong  m a le s  of 
th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  is  th a t  of c r a f ts m e n , fo re m e n , an d  k in d re d  w o rk e rs .  
T h is  o c cu p a tio n a l g ro u p  in c lu d e s  15. 2 p e r  c e n t of the  nonw hite  m a le s  
in  B a to n  R ouge an d  1 0 .8  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t . The o p p o rtu n itie s  
fo r  s k ille d  w o rk m e n  in  B a to n  R o u g e 's  in d u s t r ia l  e co n o m y  a re  p ro b a b ly  
g r e a te r  fo r  m e m b e rs  of th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  th a n  in  the  p re d o m in a n tly  
w h ite -c o lla r  e co n o m y  of S h re v e p o r t .
N onw hite fe m a le s  fin d  em p lo y m e n t in  tw o m a in  o c cu p a tio n a l 
c a te g o r ie s .  T hey  a re  the  s a m e , and  fo llow  a  s im i la r  ra n k  o r d e r  of 
im p o r ta n c e , in  b o th  c i t ie s .  M ore  th a n  h a lf  o f the N eg ro  w om en e m ­
p lo y ed  a re  en g ag ed  as  p r iv a te  h o u seh o ld  w o rk e r s .  The p ro p o r tio n  in  
th is  c a te g o ry  in  S h re v e p o r t  is  5 3 .9  p e r  c e n t and  in  B a to n  Rouge i t  is
5 2 .5  p e r  c e n t. The seco n d  o ccu p a tio n  of im p o r ta n c e  am ong  nonw hite 
fe m a le s  is  th a t  of s e rv ic e  w o rk e rs  (e x c e p t p r iv a te  h o u seh o ld ). T h is  
c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  ab o u t o n e - fo u r th  o f a l l  e m p lo y e d  N eg ro  fe m a le s , 
w ith  2 4 .9  p e r  c en t in  S h re v e p o r t  and  2 4 .4  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  Rouge 
en g ag ed  in  su c h  o c c u p a tio n s .
D is tr ib u tio n  o f W o rk e rs  b y  M a jo r  In d u s try  b y  C o lo r
In the  c e n su s  c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f p e r s o n s  b y  type of in d u s try  the 
non w h ites  w e re  n o t su b d iv id ed  b y  se x , so  the  g ro u p s  a re  c o n s id e re d  by  
c o lo r  alone fo r  p u rp o s e s  o f c o m p a ra b il i ty . T h is  c la s s if ic a t io n  is  in ­
te n d ed  to  show , a s  n e a r ly  as  p o s s ib le ,  the  a c tu a l b u s in e s s  o r  in d u s try
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The fo u r th , an d  l a s t ,  im p o r ta n t  c a te g o ry  am ong m a le s  of 
th is  r a c ia l  g ro u p  is  th a t  of c r a f ts m e n , fo re m e n , and  k in d re d  w o rk e r s .  
T h is  o c cu p a tio n a l g ro u p  in c lu d e s  1 5 .2  p e r  c e n t o f the  nonw hite m a le s  
in  B a to n  R ouge an d  10. 8  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t . The o p p o rtu n itie s  
fo r  s k il le d  w o rk m e n  in  B a to n  R o u g e 's  in d u s t r ia l  eco n o m y  a re  p ro b a b ly  
g r e a te r  fo r  m e m b e rs  of th is  r a c i a l  g ro u p  th a n  in  the  p re d o m in a n tly  
w h ite -c o l la r  e co n o m y  of S h re v e p o r t .
N onw hite fe m a le s  fin d  em p lo y m e n t in  tw o m a in  o c cu p a tio n a l 
c a te g o r ie s .  T hey  a re  the  s a m e , an d  fo llow  a  s im i la r  ra n k  o r d e r  of 
im p o r ta n c e , in  b o th  c i t i e s .  M ore  th a n  h a lf  o f the  N eg ro  w om en e m ­
p lo y ed  a re  en g ag ed  a s  p r iv a te  h o u seh o ld  w o rk e r s .  The p ro p o r tio n  in  
th is  c a te g o ry  in  S h re v e p o r t  is  5 3 .9  p e r  c e n t an d  in  B a to n  Rouge i t  is
5 2 .5  p e r  c e n t. The sec o n d  o ccu p a tio n  o f im p o r ta n c e  am ong  nonw hite 
fe m a le s  is  th a t  of s e r v ic e  w o rk e rs  (e x c e p t p r iv a te  h o u seh o ld ). T h is  
c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  a b o u t o n e - fo u r th  o f a l l  e m p lo y e d  N eg ro  fe m a le s ,  
w ith  2 4 .9  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t  an d  2 4 .4  p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  Rouge 
e n g ag ed  in  su ch  o c c u p a tio n s .
D is tr ib u tio n  of W o rk e rs  b y  M a jo r In d u s try  b y  C o lo r
In the  c e n su s  c la s s i f ic a t io n  of p e r s o n s  b y  type of in d u s try  the 
n o n w h ite s  w e re  n o t su b d iv id ed  b y  s e x , so  the g ro u p s  a re  c o n s id e re d  b y  
c o lo r  a lone  fo r  p u rp o s e s  o f c o m p a ra b il i ty . T h is  c la s s if ic a t io n  is  in ­
te n d e d  to  show , a s  n e a r ly  as  p o s s ib le ,  th e  a c tu a l b u s in e s s  o r  in d u s try
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in  w hich  the  w o rk e r  is  e n g ag e d  r a th e r  th an  to  p la ce  h im  a c c o rd in g  to  
s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s ta tu s .
W h ite s . The d if f e r e n t  eco n o m ic  s t r u c tu r e  o f th e se  c i t ie s  is  
d e m o n s tra te d  in  the  r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  of th e  v a r io u s  in d u s tr ia l  c a te ­
g o r ie s .  T h re e  ou t of the fo u r le ad in g  in d u s t r ia l  g ro u p s  a re  im p o r ta n t 
in  b o th  a r e a s ,  b u t th e y  v a ry  in  d e g re e  of p re v a le n c e . (See T ab le  XXVIII)
The m o s t  im p o r ta n t  in d u s tr ia l  c a te g o ry  am ong the w h ites  of 
B a to n  R ouge is  th a t  of m a n u fa c tu r in g , w hich  o c cu p ie s  2 7 .9  p e r  c e n t 
of th a t  p o p u la tio n . M an u fac tu rin g  ra n k s  seco n d  in  im p o r ta n c e  in  
S h re v e p o r t  b u t em p lo y s  on ly  11 .9  p e r  c e n t o f the  w hite ad u lts  of th a t  
c ity . S h r e v e p o r t 's  c h ie f  in d u s tr ia l  c a te g o ry  is  w h o le sa le  and  r e ta i l  
t r a d e ,  w h ich  in c lu d e s  2 8 .5  p e r  c e n t of the  w h ite s  e m p lo y e d  th e r e ,  
c o m p a re d  to  2 2 .4  p e r  c e n t in  B ato n  R ouge. T h ese  tw o to p -ra n k in g  
in d u s t r ie s  p o in t c le a r ly  to  the r e a s o n s  fo r  the  d if f e r e n tia ls  in  m o s t 
of the o th e r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f the p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  Rouge and  
S h re v e p o r t . M an u fac tu rin g  r e q u i r e s  an d  s u p p o r ts  a  young, m o b ile , 
m a s c u lin e , p o p u la tio n  w hile  a  tr a d e  c e n te r  o f fe rs  a t t r a c t io n s  to  a  m o re  
m a tu r e ,  n o n m o b ile , p re d o m in a n tly  fem in in e  p o p u la tio n .
The r e la t iv e ly  h ig h  n u m b e r o f p e rs o n s  em p lo y ed  in  w h o lesa le  
and  r e ta i l  tr a d e  in  B a to n  R ouge, w h ich  is  sec o n d  in  ra n k  am ong in d u s ­
t r i e s ,  a ls o  a t te s t s  to  the  d y n am ic  c h a r a c te r  o f th a t  c i ty 's  eco n o m y . 
M oney is  k e p t " in  c ir c u la t io n "  m o re  o ften  b y  a  la r g e  e m p lo y m e n t g ro u p  
of w o rk e rs  in  in d u s try  th an  by  a  c o m p a ra b le  g ro u p  of c le r k s  and
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TABLE XXVIII
PE R C E N T A G E  DISTRIBUTION BY M A JO R INDUSTRIAL G ROU P FO R  
EM PL O Y E D  W ORKERS, BY CO LO R , BATON ROUGE AND
S H R EV E PO R T : 1950*
M ajo r In d u s tr ia l B a to n  R ouge S h re v e p o r t
G ro u p W hite Non w hite W hite N onw hite
E m p lo y ed 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
A g ric u ltu re , F o r e s t r y  
and  F is h e r ie s .4 .9 . 6 1 . 6
M ining . 6 — 7 .5 ;4
C o n s tru c tio n 9 .3 1 1 .9 7 .8 00 •
M an u fac tu rin g 2 7 .9 1 2 . 8 11 .9 9 .8
T ra n s p o r ta t io n , 
C o m m u n ica tio n , and 
O th e r P u b lic  U tili t ie s 6 .5 5 .4 1 1 . 8 6 . 6
W hole sa le  and  R e ta il  T ra d e 2 2 .4 2 0 . 2 2 8 .5 2 0 . 2
F in a n c e , In su ra n c e , 
and R e a l E s ta te 4 . 3 1 . 2 5 .1 1 .9
B u s in e s s  and  R e p a ir  
S e rv ic e 3 .3 1 . 6 3 .6 2 . 0
P e r s o n a l  S e rv ic e s 3 .5 3 2 .0 4 .4 3 6 .9
E n te r ta in m e n t and  
R e c re a tio n 1. 1 .9 1.1 1 . 0
P r o fe s s io n a l  and  
R e la te d  S e rv ic e s 1 3 .0 1 0 .5 1 0 .4 8 . 5
P u b lic  A d m in is tra tio n 7 .4 1 .3 6 . 2 1 . 2
In d u s try  N ot R e p o r te d .9 1 .3 1 .5 1. 7
♦Source: U nited S ta tes  C ensus of P opulation: 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 ,
L o u is ian a  G en e ra l C h a ra c te r is t ic s  (W ashington: United
S ta tes  G overnm ent P r in tin g  O ffice, 1952) pp . 52-55 , Table 35.
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s a le s m e n . One r e a s o n  is  the h ig h e r  w ages and  job  s e c u r i ty  p ro v id e d  
b y  m e m b e rs h ip  in  la b o r  u n io n s , w h ich  a r e  m o re  co m m o n  in  the i n ­
d u s t r ia l  g ro u p s . U su a lly , h o w e v e r, the  tr a d e  c e n te r  type of c o m ­
m u n ity  is  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  g r e a te r  s ta b i l i ty  th an  the  m o re  f lu c tu a tin g  
m a rk e ts  o f the  m a n u fa c tu r in g  c e n te r .
The in d u s try  g ro u p  th a t ra n k s  th i r d  in  B a to n  R ouge c la im s  
n o tab ly  fe w e r of the  w o rk e rs  th a n  the  tw o to p -ra n k in g  o n e s . T h is  is  
th e  c a te g o ry  of p ro fe s s io n a l  and  r e la te d  s e r v ic e s  w hich  c o n ta in s  13. 0 
p e r  c en t of the  w hite  w o rk e rs .  The c o rre sp o n d in g  p ro p o r t io n  in  
S h re v e p o r t  fo r  the  sam e  c a te g o ry  is  1 0 .4  p e r  c e n t. In the  l a t t e r  c ity  
th is  c a te g o ry  is  no t a s  f a r  b e lo w  th o se  ra n k in g  above i t ,  a s  is  the c a se  
in  B a to n  R ouge, a lth o u g h  i t  h o ld s fo u r th  p la c e .
S h r e v e p o r t 's  th ir d - r a n k in g  in d u s t r ia l  c a te g o ry  is  th a t  w h ich  
in c lu d e s  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  o th e r  p u b lic  u t i l i t i e s ,  w ith  
1 1 .8  p e r  c e n t of w hite w o rk e rs  th u s  e m p lo y e d . In B a to n  R ouge th is  
c a te g o ry  ra n k s  s ix th , and  c o n ta in s  on ly  6 .5  p e r  c e n t of h e r  w hite 
w o rk e r s .  The d if f e r e n tia l  in  th is  in s ta n c e  p ro b a b ly  s te m s  f ro m  the  
lo n g e r  h is to r y  of S h re v e p o r t  a s  a  la rg e  u rb a n  c e n te r .  The m a rk e d  e x ­
p a n s io n  in  the  a r e a  o f B a to n  R ouge o c c u r re d  on ly  in  1949 (C h a p te r  IV ). 
B e fo re  th a t  tim e  th is  c i ty  h ad  n o t h ad  the  le g a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  p r o ­
v id ing  e x te n s iv e  p u b lic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  t r a n s p o r ta t io n .  The 
n e x t d e c e n n ia l c e n su s  w ill be l ik e ly  to  a c c o rd  m u c h  m o re  im p o r ta n c e  
to  th is  in d u s t r ia l  c a te g o ry  in  the  C a p ita l C ity .
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O ccupying  th e  n e x t h ig h e s t  p ro p o r t io n  of p e rs o n s  i s  the in ­
d u s t r ia l  c a te g o ry  of c o n s tru c tio n  w hich  h o ld s  fou rth  ra n k  in  B a to n  
R ouge and  f if th  in  S h re v e p o r t . The re s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  a re  9 . 3 
in  B a to n  R ouge and  7. 8  in  S h re v e p o r t .  W ith the  in c re a s e  in  d em an d s  
fo r  h o u s in g , b o th  r e s id e n t ia l  and  c o m m e rc ia l ,  in  fa s t-g ro w in g  B a to n  
R ouge, th is  d if f e r e n tia l  is  e x p e c te d . H o w ev e r, the  n o r th  L o u is ia n a  
c i ty  is  a lso  en g ag ed  in  e x te n s iv e  c o n s tru c tio n  p ro g r a m s  w hich  w e re  
w e ll u n d e r w ay in  1950.
A n o th e r in te re s t in g  c o m p a r iso n  is  the  d if f e r e n tia l  im p o r ta n c e  
o f the in d u s tr ia l  c a te g o ry  of m in in g . In S h re v e p o r t , i t  ra n k s  n e x t to  
c o n s tru c tio n , c o n s titu tin g  7. 5 p e r  c e n t o f the  e m p lo y e d  w hite p o p u la ­
tio n , w hile in  B a to n  Rouge a  n e g lig ib le  p ro p o r t io n  of l e s s  th a n  one p e r  
c e n t of th o se  em p lo y ed  a re  so  en g ag ed . T h is  in d ic a te s  la r g e ly  the  im ­
p o rta n c e  o f the  o il and  g a s  in d u s try  in  and  a ro u n d  S h re v e p o r t , an d  the 
m u ch  lo w e r r e la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e  o f o il w e ll d r i l l in g  in  the  B a to n  Rouge 
v ic in ity .
The c a te g o ry  of p u b lic  a d m in is tr a t io n  h a s  an  e x p e c te d ly  g r e a te r  
p ro p o r tio n  of 7 .4  p e r  c e n t o f B a to n  R o u g e 's  e m p lo y ed  w hite p o p u la tio n , 
in  c o n tr a s t  to  6 . 2 p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t .  B a to n  R ouge as  the  C a p ita l 
C ity  is  the  c e n te r  of the s ta te  g o v e rn m e n ta l a d m in is tra t io n  and  r e ta in s  
a  p e rm a n e n t  s ta f f  w h ich  au g m en ts  th a t  of the  c i ty - p a r i s h  g o v e rn m e n t in  
the  c e n su s  d a ta  fo r  th a t  c ity . In  S h re v e p o r t  th e  p r in c ip a l  p u b lic  a d ­
m in is t r a t iv e  jo b s  a re  c o n n ec te d  w ith  the  c ity  g o v e rn m e n t and  the  p a r i s h
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governm en t, since  S h rev ep o rt is  the p a r is h  se a t of Caddo P a r is h .
AL1 of the  o th e r  in d u s t r ia l  c a te g o r ie s  acco u n t fo r  five  p e r  c e n t, 
o r  l e s s ,  o f the  w hite p o p u la tio n s  o f th e s e  tw o  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s .
N o n w h ite s . A gain  the sam e  five c a te g o r ie s  a re  m o s t  im p o r ­
ta n t in  b o th  c i t ie s  am ong the  N e g ro e s . The f i r s t  th re e  a ssu m e  the 
sam e ra n k , an d  the  l a s t  tw o ex ch an g e  p o s itio n s  b e tw ee n  the  tw o u rb a n  
c e n te r s .
O f g r e a te s t  im p o r ta n c e  am ong  n onw hites  is  the  in d u s tr ia l  
c a te g o ry  o f p e r s o n a l  s e r v ic e s .  I t  co n ta in s  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n , (3 6 .9  p e r  cen t) th a n  th a t  o f Ba.ton Rouge (32 . 0 
p e r  c e n t) , b u t a cc o u n ts  fo r  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - th i rd  of the  e n t i r e  e m ­
p lo y ed  g ro u p  in  b o th  c i t i e s .
The in d u s try  seco n d  in  ra n k  i s  the  w h o le sa le  and  r e ta i l  t r a d e  
w hich  em p lo y s  2 0 . 2  p e r  c e n t of the  n o n w h ites  in  e a c h  m u n ic ip a lity .
T h ese  jo b s  a re  u s u a lly  the  o nes w hich  a re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  the t r a n s ­
p o rtin g  an d  h an d lin g  of h eav y  m e rc h a n d is e .
E m p lo y ed  in  m a n u fa c tu r in g  a re  12. 8  p e r  c en t in  B a to n  Rouge 
and  9 . 8  p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t , am ong  n o n w h ite s . T h is  in d u s try  ra n k s  
th i r d .  F o u r th  r a n k  is  o ccu p ied  in  B a to n  R ouge b y  c o n s tru c tio n , w hich  
ra n k s  f if th  in  S h re v e p o r t .  The r e s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e  1 1 .9  and  8 . 1, 
w h ich  g iv e s  B a to n  R ouge a  m u c h  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f non w h ites  em p lo y ed  
in  th is  in d u s try  th a n  a re  th u s  e m p lo y e d  in  S h re v e p o r t .
S h r e v e p o r t 's  fo u r th - ra n k in g  in d u s t r ia l  c a te g o ry  fo r  N e g ro es
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i s  th a t  of p ro fe s s io n a l  and  r e la te d  s e r v ic e s ,  w hich ra n k s  f if th  in  B a to n  
R ouge. It is  in te r e s t in g  th a t, w hile th is  c a te g o ry  h a s  a  lo w e r  ra n k  in  
B ato n  R ouge th an  in  S h re v e p o r t , th e re  is  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of p e rs o n s  
so  em p lo y ed  (10. 5 p e r  cen t) th an  in  the n o r th  L o u is ia n a  c ity  w hich  h as  
on ly  8 . 5 p e r  c e n t o f h e r  no n w h ites  in  p ro fe s s io n a l  and  r e la te d  s e r v ic e s .
The o th e r  five c a te g o r ie s  a re  of l e s s  im p o r ta n c e  am ong  n o n ­
w h ite s . The t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  co m m u n ic a tio n , and  p u b lic  u t i l i t ie s  c a te ­
g o ry  co n ta in s  6 . 6  p e r  c e n t of nonw hite  w o rk e rs  in  S h re v e p o r t  and  5. 4 
p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge. None of the  re m a in in g  in d u s tr ia l  c a te g o r ie s  
c o n ta in s  o v e r  2 . 0  p e r  c e n t of the  e m p lo y e d  n o n w h ite s .
It is  n o tab le  th a t  the  sam e  in d u s tr ie s  a r e  of g r e a te s t  im p o r ­
ta n ce  in  b o th  r a c e s ,  w ith  the  e x ce p tio n  of p e r s o n a l  s e r v ic e s  w hich  is  
the  f i r s t - r a n k in g  c a te g o ry  am ong  N e g ro es  and  one of the  l e a s t  im p o r ­
ta n t  fo r  w h ite s . If  the  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  c a te g o r ie s  w ere  b ro k e n  down 
in to  s ta tu s  an d  wage c l a s s e s ,  d o u b tle s s  th e re  w ould b eco m e  e v id en t 
c le a r  d is t in c tio n s  b e tw ee n  the  tw o r a c ia l  g ro u p s  w ith in  e a c h  g e n e ra l  
c a te g o ry . I t is  a  t r u i s m  th a t  N e g ro e s  a r e  " the  l a s t  to  be h i r e d  and  
the  f i r s t  to  be f i r e d .  " T h is  is  a n o th e r  w ay o f p o in ting  up in e q u a litie s  
in  w ages an d  d is c r im in a tio n  in  e m p lo y m e n t.
O ccu p a tio n  and  S o c ia l C la s s
U tiliz in g  the  a p p lic a tio n  a d ap te d  f ro m  F re e d m a n  b y  H itt  o f
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of the  E d w a rd s ' s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s c a le ,  ^  the  o c c u p a tio n a l s t r u c tu r e  of 
B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n s  is  p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  XXIX.
F o u r  g e n e ra l  c la s s e s  a r e  u ti l iz e d  to  s e p a ra te  th e  g ro u p s  a c ­
c o rd in g  to  the fu n c tio n a l n a tu re  of the o c cu p a tio n a l a c t iv i ty  an d  the  
acco m p an y in g  s o c ia l  s ta tu s .  The c a te g o r ie s  " s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n "  
an d  " p h y s ic a l-p ro d u c tio n "  c la s s i fy  the  o ccu p a tio n s  fu n c tio n a lly  and
th e  c a te g o r ie s  " w h ite - c o l la r "  and  " b lu e - c o l la r "  c a r r y  s o c ia l  s ta tu s  
14im p lic a tio n s .
T o ta l P o p u la tio n . A cco rd in g  to  H itt, the  s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  
o ccu p a tio n s  a re  g e n e ra l ly  c o n s id e re d  to  be m o re  ty p ic a lly  u rb a n  th an  
th e  p h y s ic a l-p ro d u c tio n  a c t iv i t ie s .  In  the  tw o c i t ie s  u n d e r c o n s id e r ­
a tio n  in  th is  s tu d y  th is  h o ld s  t ru e  fo r  the to ta l  p o p u la tio n s . In B a to n  
Rouge 60. 9 p e r  c e n t of the  em p lo y ed  w o rk e rs  a r e  c la s s i f ie d  in  the
13
H o m er L . H itt , "P e o p lin g  the  C ity : M ig ra tio n , " in  
V ance and  D e m e ra th , op. c it .  , pp. 55, 72, F o b tn o te s  3 an d  15.
14 
15 Ib id . , p . 74. The s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  o ccu p a tio n s  inc lude  
p ro fe s s io n a l  and  s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a l  w o rk e rs ;  p r o p r ie to r s ,  m a n a g e rs ,  
an d  o ff ic ia ls ;  c le r ic a l ,  s a l e s ,  and  k in d re d  w o rk e rs ;  d o m e s tic  s e rv ic e  
w o rk e rs ;  and  o th e r  s e rv ic e  w o rk e rs .  The p h y s ic a l-p ro d u c tio n  o c cu p a ­
tio n s  in c lu d e  c ra f ts m e n , o p e ra t iv e s ,  and  l a b o r e r s .  W h ite -c o lla r  
o ccu p a tio n s  in c lu d e  p ro fe s s io n a l  an d  s e m i-p ro fe s s io n a l  w o rk e rs ;  
p r o p r ie to r s ,  m a n a g e rs ,  and  o ff ic ia ls ;  an d  c le r ic a l ,  s a le s  and  k in d re d  
w o rk e r s .  A ll o th e rs  a re  b lu e - c o l la r  o c c u p a tio n s .
TABLE XXIX
PE R C E N T A G E  DISTRIBUTIO N  BY  O CCU PA TIO N  O F E M PL O Y E D  
W ORKERS, BY SE X , BA TO N  ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T : 1950*
B a to n  Rouge______   S h re v e p o r t
O ccupation T o ta l M ales F e m a le s T o ta l M ales F e m a le
E m p lo y ed 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
P r o fe s s io n a ls 13. 2 1 2 .7 1 1 . 2 1 1 . 0 1 0 . 6 1 1 . 8
P r o p r ie to r s 9 .5 1 2 . 1 4 .0 1 1 . 2 1 5 .3 3 .9
C le r ic a ls 2 2 . 2 1 4 .0 3 9 .9 2 4 .0 1 8 .6 33. 6
C ra f ts m e n 1 5 .8 22. 7 . 8 1 2 . 0 1 8 .3 . 8
O p e ra tiv e s 15. 6 2 0 . 0 5 .9 13. 6 16 .9 7. 1
D o m e s tic s 6 . 3 . 2 20. 3 8 . 8 . 4 2 3 .6
S e rv ic e
W o rk e rs 9 .7 7 .8 13.9 1 1 .4 8 . 1 17. 1
L a b o re r s 7 .7 10. 5 1 . 0 8 . 0 1 1 . 8 2 . 1
S e rv ic e
P ro d u c tio n 6 0 .9 4 6 .8 9 2 .3 6 6 .4 5 3 .0 9 0 . 0
P h y s ic a l
P ro d u c tio n 39. 1 5 3 .2 7 .7 33. 6 4 7 .0 1 0 . 0
W hite - c o l la r 4 4 .9 3 8 .8 58. 1 4 6 .2 4 4 .5 4 9 .3
B lue  - c o lla r 55. 1 6 1 .2 4 1 .9 5 3 .8 5 5 .5 5 0 .7
*S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  (W ashing ton : U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952) pp . 52-53, T ab le  35.
* O ccu p a tio n a l c a te g o r ie s  ad o p ted  f ro m  H o m er L . H itt , "P eo p lin g  
the  C ity , " in  R u p e r t  B . V ance and  N ich o las  J . D e m e ra th , The 
U rban  South  (C h ap e l H ill: The U n iv e rs ity  o f N o rth  C a ro lin a  P r e s s ,  
1954) p . 74, T ab le  5.
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s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  c a te g o ry . The sam e  c a te g o ry  in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  
p o p u la tio n  in c lu d e s  6 6 .4  p e r  c e n t of the  w o rk e r s .  T h ese  p e rc e n ta g e s  
in d ic a te  th a t  a  s u b s ta n tia l  p o r tio n  of the w o rk e rs  in  th e se  c i t ie s  a re  
o ccu p ied  in  w h ite -c o lla r  jo b s . The w h ite -c o l la r  w o rk e rs  in  B a to n  
R ouge in c lu d e  4 4 .9  p e r  c e n t  of the  em p lo y ed  p e r s o n s ,  b u t S h r e v e p o r t 's  
c o m p a ra b le  p e rc e n ta g e  is  46 . 2. The l a t t e r  c i ty  th u s  h a s  a  s ig n if i ­
c a n tly  h ig h e r  r e la t iv e  n u m b e r of p e r s o n s  in  the  w h ite -c o l la r  s ta tu s  
g ro u p . S ince th e se  g ro u p s  a r e  n o t su b d iv id ed  a c c o rd in g  to  r a c e ,  i t  
is  p ro b a b le  th a t  the  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  o f N e g ro e s  in  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  
s u b s ta n tia l ly  lo w e re d  the p e rc e n ta g e  of w h ite -c o l la r  w o rk e rs  show n 
h e r e .
M a le s . A m ong m a le s ,  the  p ro p o r t io n s  of s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  
w o rk e rs  i s  4 6 .8  p e r  c en t in  B ato n  R ouge, and  53. 0 p e r  c e n t in  
S h re v e p o r t . T h is  w ide d if f e r e n tia l  is  in d ic a tiv e  o f the  fu n c tio n a l d if ­
f e re n c e s  b e tw ee n  the  tw o c i t i e s .  R oughly , the  p e rc e n ta g e  en g ag ed  in  
s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  a c t iv i t ie s  in  B a to n  R ouge (4 6 .8  p e r  cen t) c o r r e ­
sponds to  the  p e rc e n ta g e  e n g ag e d  in  p h y s ic a l-p ro d u c tio n  (47. 0 p e r  cen t) 
in  S h re v e p o r t  and  the  sam e  c o n v e rse  r e la t io n s h ip  e x is t s  b e tw ee n  the  
p e rc e n ta g e s  fo r  s e r v ic e  p ro d u c tio n  w o rk e rs  of 5 3 .0  in  S h re v e p o r t  and 
53. 2 in  B a to n  R ouge.
T he w h ite -c o lla r  c la s s if ic a t io n  am ong m a le s  in  th e se  tw o u rb a n  
c e n te r s  d isp la y s  s im i la r  d iv e rg e n c e s . S h r e v e p o r t 's  w h ite -c o lla r , g ro u p  
in c lu d e s  44 . 5 p e r  c e n t of the  m a le  e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs  w hile in  B a to n
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R ouge o n ly  3 8 .8  p e r  c e n t of the  m a le s  a re  so  c la s s i f ie d .  T h is  r e p r e ­
s e n ts  a  s ig n if ic a n t d if f e r e n t ia l ,  in d ic a tin g  the  g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  of 
w h ite -c o l la r  em p lo y m e n t in  S h re v e p o r t .
The c a te g o r ie s  o f p r o p r ie to r s  and  c l e r i c a l  w o rk e rs  la r g e ly  
a cc o u n t fo r  S h r e v e p o r t 's  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  in  the w h ite -c o l la r  c a t e ­
g o ry . The p e rc e n ta g e s  a r e  12. 1 fo r  B a to n  R ouge and  15. 3 fo r  
S h re v e p o r t  in  the  p r o p r ie to r y  c la s s if ic a t io n ,  an d  1 4 .0  and 18. 6 , r e ­
sp e c tiv e ly , in  the  c le r ic a l  o c c u p a tio n s . C o n v e rse ly , B a to n  R o u g e 's  
h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of b lu e - c o l la r  w o rk e rs  (61 . 2 p e r  c e n t to  55. 5 p e r  
c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t)  is  la r g e ly  a c c o u n te d  fo r b y  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  in  
the  c a te g o r ie s  of c r a f ts m e n  and  o p e ra t iv e s ,  th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  in  B aton  
R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t  b e in g , re s p e c t iv e ly ,  2 2 .7  and  1 8 .3  am ong c r a f t s ­
m e n  and 2 0 . 0  p e r  c e n t a n d  1 6 . 9  p e r  c e n t am ong  o p e ra t iv e s .
The ev id en ce  s e e m s  c o n c lu s iv e  th a t  S h re v e p o r t  e m p lo y s  r e l a ­
t iv e ly  m o re  m a le s  in  the  s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  an d  w h ite -c o lla r  a c t iv i t ie s  
an d  B a to n  R ouge em p lo y s  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  m a le s  in  the  p h y s ic a l-  
p ro d u c tio n  and  b lu e - c o l la r  o c c u p a tio n s .
F e m a le s .  F e m a le s  devo te  th e m s e lv e s  la r g e ly  to  s e r v ic e -  
p ro d u c tio n  a c t iv i t ie s  in  th e s e  tw o m u n ic ip a l i t ie s .  In. 1950 th e y  w ere  
d is p ro p o r t io n a te ly  e m p lo y e d  (92 . 3 p e r  c e n t in  B a to n  R ouge and  90 . 0 
p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o rt)  in  th is  c a te g o ry . In th e  th re e  w h ite -c o lla r  
c a te g o r ie s ,  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  of B a to n  Rouge w om en  w ere  en g ag ed  
th a n  fo r  th o se  c a te g o r ie s  in  S h re v e p o r t . W h ite -c o l la r  w o rk e rs  in  B a to n
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R ouge c o n s ti tu te d  58. 1 p e r  c e n t c o m p a re d  to  49 . 3 p e r  c en t of the 
fe m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t . The tw o c a te g o r ie s  o f d o m e s tic s  and  o th e r  
s e rv ic e  w o rk e rs  c o n ta in e d  re la t iv e ly  m o re  w om en in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  
in  B a to n  R ouge. The r e s p e c t iv e  p e rc e n ta g e s  fo r  d o m e s tic s  w ere  2 0 .3  
fo r  B a to n  Rouge and 23. 6  fo r  S h re v e p o r t .  O th e r s e rv ic e  w o rk e rs  a c ­
co u n ted  fo r  13 .9  p e r  c e n t o f em p lo y ed  w om en in  B a to n  Rouge and  17. 1 
p e r  c e n t in  S h re v e p o r t .
T h u s , i t  s e e m s  c le a r  th a t  w om en in  b o th  B ato n  R ouge and 
S h re v e p o r t  a re  d is p ro p o r t io n a te ly  c o n c e n tra te d  in  the  s e rv ic e  - 
p ro d u c tio n  o c c u p a tio n s , an d  in  w h ite -c o l la r  s ta tu s  s i tu a t io n s . F u r th e r ,  
w om en in  B a to n  Rouge a re  m o re  h e a v ily  c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e se  c a te ­
g o r ie s  th a n  a re  em p lo y ed  w om en in  S h re v e p o r t .
C h anges in  the  O ccu p a tio n a l S tru c tu re
C hanges in  the  o c c u p a tio n a l s t r u c tu r e  of B ato n  Rouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  b e tw een  1940 an d  1950 a re  in d ic a te d  in  f ig u re s  48, 49 , 50 
an d  51. F ig u r e s  48 an d  49 p r e s e n t  the o c cu p a tio n a l s t r u c tu r e  o f the 
to ta l  p o p u la tio n s , an d  F ig u r e s  50 and  51 p r e s e n t  th a t  o f the nonw hite  
p o p u la tio n s . The p e r io d  b e tw ee n  th e se  tw o c e n su s  r e p o r ts  w ere  
ch o se n  b e c a u se  th e re  w as a  change in  the c la s s i f ic a t io n  of o c c u p a ­
t io n s , b eg in n in g  w ith  the  1940 c e n s u s . The d a ta  on o ccu p a tio n s  in  
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F igure  48. Changes in  the occupational s tru c tu re  of the 
population of Baton Rouge: 1940-1950.
Source: Table XXIX and Sixteenth  C ensus of 
the United S ta te s : 1940, Vol. n .  C h a ra c te r is tic s  
of the P opula tion , P a r t  3 (W ashington: United 
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F ig u re  49. Change in the occupational s tru c tu re  of the population 
of Shreveport: 1940-1950.
Source: Table XXIX and S ixteenth  C ensus of the 
United S ta te s : 1940, Vol. II, C h a ra c te r is tic s  of 
the Population , P a r t  3 (W ashington: United S ta tes 
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F ig u re  50. C hanges in  the occupationa l s tru c tu re  of the nonw hite 
population  of B aton  Rouge: 1940-1950.
Source: T able  XXIX and S ix teen th  C ensus o f the 
U nited S ta te s : 1940, Vol. n ,  C h a r a c te r is t ic s  of 
the P o p u la tio n , P a r t  3 (W ashington: U nited S ta te s  
G overnjw ent P rin tin g  O ffice , 1943) T ab le  23.
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F ig u re  51. C hanges in  the occu p atio n a l s tru c tu re  of the non w hite 
population  of S h re v ep o rt: 1940-1950
S ource: Table XXIX and  S ix teen th  C en su s  of the 
U nited S ta te s : 1940, V ol. II, C h a r a c te r i s t ic s  of 
the P o p u la tio n , P a r t  3 (W ashington: U nited S ta te s  
G o v ern m en t P r in tin g  O ffice, 1943) T ab le  23.
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1 6and 1950 da ta .
E x a m in a tio n  of F ig u r e s  48 an d  49 r e v e a ls  th a t  c le r ic a l  
w o rk e rs  a r e  d e c re a s in g  s l ig h tly  in  B a to n  R ouge w hile in c re a s in g  in  
S h re v e p o r t .  C ra f ts m e n  a re  in c re a s in g  n o tab ly  in  B aton  R ouge, and  
o n ly  s lig h tly  in  S h re v e p o r t . P o s s ib ly  the  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t change 
d u rin g  the  te n - y e a r  sp an  is  to  be o b s e rv e d  in  F ig u r e s  50 and  51 
w hich  r e p r e s e n t  the  nonw hite  p o p u la tio n s . In  b o th  c i t ie s  th e re  is  a  
m a rk e d  d e c r e a s e  in  the p ro p o r tio n s  of d o m e s t ic s ,  w ith  an  in c re a s e  
am ong  s e rv ic e  w o rk e rs  and  o p e ra t iv e s  in  th is  r a c e .  A m ong B aton  
R ouge n o n w h ite s , th e re  is  an  in c re a s e  am ong  c ra f ts m e n , b u t a  d e ­
c r e a s e  o c c u rs  am ong th is  o c c u p a tio n a l g ro u p  in  S h re v e p o r t .  T h ese  
ch an g es  p ro b a b ly  r e f le c t  the  im p ro v e d  s ta tu s  of the  N eg ro  in th e se  
tw o c i t ie s  r e la t iv e  to  job  o p p o rtu n itie s  a s  w e ll a s  chang ing  e d u c a tio n a l 
s ta tu s .
S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , pp . 165, 166, 173. S m ith  
p o in ts  o u t th a t  p r io r  to  1940, o c c u p a tio n a l s ta t i s t i c s  in  the  c e n su s  r e ­
p o r ts  h e ld  tw o s e r io u s  d e fe c ts : ( 1 ) fa i lu re  to  d is t in g u is h  b e tw ee n  th o se  
who w e re  w o rk in g  on th e i r  own a cc o u n t and  th o se  who w ere  em p lo y ed  
b y  o th e r s ,  and , ( 2 ) la c k  of c o n s is te n t  c la s s i f ic a t io n  p ro c e d u re  a long  
b o th  in d u s tr ia l  and  o c c u p a tio n a l l in e s .  The 1940 c e n su s  c la s s i f ie d  
the  n u m e ro u s  o c cu p a tio n s  in to  e ig h t la rg e  g ro u p s , w hich  r e p r e s e n t  
an  im p o r ta n t adv an ce  o v e r  e a r l i e r  p ro c e d u re s .
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G e n e ra l  C o n c lu sio n s
M ore  th an  h a lf  of the p e rs o n s  14 y e a r s  o ld  and  o ld e r  in  th e se  
tw o L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  a re  co un ted  in  th e  la b o r  fo rc e . S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a  
h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  of p e rs o n s  (57. 1 p e r  cen t) in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  th an  
B a to n  R ouge (5 3 .5  p e r  c en t) . T h is i s  t ru e  am ong w hites and  n o n w h ite s .
In bo th  c i t ie s  m a le s  o u tn u m b er fe m a le s  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e , bu t 
in  B a to n  Rouge the  m a le s  a re  e n u m e ra te d  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  in  a  s lig h tly  
h ig h e r  p e r  c e n t o v e r fe m a le s  th an  is  t ru e  of th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t. 
S h re v e p o r t  m a le s  and  fe m a le s  a re  em p lo y ed  in  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n s  th an  
a re  th o se  in  B ato n  R ouge. The im p o rta n c e  of fe m a le s  in the la b o r  fo rc e  
o f S h re v e p o r t  is  n o tab ly  g r e a te r  th an  th a t  of the  sam e  g ro u p  in  B a to n  
R o u g e .
W hites a re  h e a v ily  p re d o m in a n t in  n u m b e rs  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  
of b o th  c i t ie s ,  b u t N e g ro es  c o n s ti tu te  a  s u b s ta n tia l  p ro p o r tio n  of the 
la b o r  fo rc e .  N eg ro  m a le s  o u tn u m b er em p lo y ed  fe m a le s  b u t N egro  
fe m a le s  a r e  m o re  n u m e ro u s  in  the la b o r  fo rc e  th a n  w hite fe m a le s .
Of th o se  no t in  the  la b o r  fo r c e ,  the m a jo r i ty  is  fe m a le  and  
c la s s if ie d  a s  k eep in g  h o u se .
The h ig h e s t  p ro p o r tio n  of th o se  em p lo y ed  is  found in  the c a te g o ry  
of " p r iv a te  wage and  s a la r y  w o rk e r s "  in  bo th  c i t ie s .  T h is  c o n s t i tu te s  a p ­
p ro x im a te ly  fo u r - f if th s  of th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t  and  m o re  th a n  th r e e - f o u r th s  
of th o se  em p lo y ed  in  B a to n  R ouge. The s m a l le s t  c a te g o ry  in  b o th  c i t ie s
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i s  th a t  of "u n p aid  fa m ily  w o rk e rs .  "
A m ong o c c u p a tio n s , th o se  em p lo y ed  as  c le r ic a l ,  s a le s ,  and  
k in d re d  w o rk e rs  c o n s ti tu te  the g r e a te s t  p ro p o r tio n  in  b o th  c i t ie s ,  b u t 
the  c a te g o ry  is  m o re  im p o r ta n t in  S h re v e p o r t . C ra f ts m e n  and  o p e r a ­
tiv e s  a re  the n ex t m o s t  im p o r ta n t o ccu p a tio n s  in  ra n k  in  b o th  u rb a n  
c e n te r s .
M ore th an  h a lf  the m a le s  in  B ato n  R ouge a re  en g ag ed  in  
p h y s ic a l-p ro d u c tio n  a c t iv i t ie s  w hile a p p ro x im a te ly  the  sam e  p ro p o r tio n  
in  S h re v e p o r t  a re  em p lo y ed  in  s e rv ic e -p ro d u c t io n  a c t iv i t ie s .  F e m a le s  
a r e  d is p ro p o r t io n a te ly  em p lo y ed  in  s e r v ic e -p ro d u c t io n  jo b s , to  the  e x ­
te n t  of m o re  th an  n in e - te n th s  of th e i r  g ro u p  in  b o th  c i t ie s .
S h re v e p o r t  m a le s  a re  m o re  p re d o m in a n tly  en g ag ed  in  w h ite -  
c o l la r ,  o r  u p p e r s ta tu s  p o s itio n s  th an  a re  B a to n  R ouge m a le s ,  b u t in  
bo th  g ro u p s  m o re  th an  h a lf  a re  c la s s i f ie d  as  b lu e - c o l la r  w o rk e rs .  A 
m a jo r i ty  of B a to n  R ouge fe m a le s  and  ab o u t h a lf  of th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t  
a r e  in  the  w h ite -c o l la r  c a te g o ry .
U ndoubted ly , the  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f N e g ro es  in  the  la b o r  
fo rc e  of S h re v e p o r t  is  r e f le c te d  in  th e se  c la s s if ic a t io n s  b e c a u se  am ong 
S h re v e p o r t  n onw hites  l e s s  th a n  te n  p e r  c e n t a re  in  w h ite -c o l la r  o c c u p a ­
tio n s .
The c o n c lu s io n , o ften  s ta te d  in  th is  a n a ly s is ,  th a t  S h re v e p o r t  
is  p re d o m in a n tly  a  w h ite -c o l la r  o ccu p a tio n  c e n te r  and  th a t  B a to n  R ouge 
p r e s e n ts  a  p re d o m in a n tly  b lu e - c o l la r  e m p lo y m e n t s i tu a tio n , s t i l l  a p p e a rs
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v a lid . It is  t ru e  o f the  w hite p o p u la tio n , w hich  c o n s ti tu te s  m o re  th an  
th r e e - f o u r th s  of the  to ta l  n u m b e r in  B a to n  Rouge an d  abou t tw o - th ird s  
of the to ta l  p o p u la tio n  in  S h re v e p o rt .
CH A PTER XI
RELIGIOUS COM POSITION
The d a ta  on re lig io u s  co m p o sitio n  a re  am ong the m o s t  im p o r ­
ta n t  u s e d  in  the  a n a ly s is  of a  p o p u la tio n . R e lig io n , lik e  the fa m ily , is  
a  u n iv e r s a l  c u l tu ra l  phenom enon  and  i ts  in flu en ce  on in d iv id u a l p e r s o n ­
a li ty  is  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t. L a n d is  s ta te s  th a t  re lig io u s  a ff ilia tio n  and  
a tten d an ce  a t  c h u rc h  a re  s ig n if ic a n tly  c o r r e la te d  w ith  happy  fa m ily  life  
and  s u c c e s s fu l  m a r r ia g e .*  In the K in sey  s tu d y  on the  sex  life  o f the
A m e ric a n  fe m a le , he fin d s  th a t  p r e - m a r i t a l  and  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  s e x
2
e x p e r ie n c e s  a re  l e s s  f re q u e n t am ong  d ev o u tly  r e l ig io u s  w om en.
R e lig io n , to  the  e x te n t th a t  i t  c o n tr ib u te s  to  s e r io u s n e s s  of 
p u rp o s e , and  to  a  p h ilo so p h y  of s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  and  u s e fu ln e s s , h as  f a r  
re a c h in g  e ffe c ts  on p e r s o n a l  v a lu e s . It in f lu e n c e s  the n u m b e r of 
c h ild re n  b o rn  in to  the  fa m ily  and  th e r e a f te r  co n d itio n s  a ll  o f th e i r  
s o c ia l  e x p e r ie n c e s . R e lig io u s  in f lu e n c e s  b eco m e  in e x tr ic a b ly
Ju d so n  T . L a n d is  and  M ary  G . L a n d is , B u ild ing  a  S u c c e s s fu l 
M a rr ia g e  (N ew  Y ork: P r e n t ic e - H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1953), p . 326.
2
A lfre d  C . K in sey , an d  o th e r s ,  S ex u a l B e h a v io r  in  the H um an 
F e m a le  (P h ila d e lp h is : W. B . S a u n d e rs  C om pany , 1953), pp . 3 0 4 -307 , 
4 2 4 -4 2 5 .
3
P a u l A . L a n d is , P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s , (N ew  Y ork: A m e r ic a n  
B ook  C om pany , 1948), p . 80.
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in te rw o v e n  w ith  th e  o th e r  c u l tu ra l  p a t te rn s  an d  th u s  m a y  e x e r t  g r e a t
in flu en ce  o v e r  the  b e h a v io r  of in d iv id u a ls , so m e tim e s  w ithou t th e i r
4
a w a re n e s s  of the  re lig io u s  m o tiv e s . R e lig io n  th u s  a ffe c ts  su c h  o th e r  
d e m o g ra p h ic  p h en o m en a  as  the b i r th  r a t e ,  d e a th  r a t e ,  m a r i ta l  s ta tu s ,  
e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s ,  o c cu p a tio n a l s ta tu s  and  m ig ra tio n .
The D ata
B e c a u se  of the tre m e n d o u s  im p o r ta n c e  o f re l ig io n  a s  a  d e m o ­
g ra p h ic  and  s o c ia l  fa c to r  th e  d a ta  c o n ce rn in g  th is  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  of the 
p o p u la tio n  a re  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t. T h e re  is  no c o m p le te ly  re l ia b le  
s o u rc e  a t  p r e s e n t  f ro m  w hich  to  s e c u re  su ch  in fo rm a tio n . H o w ev er, 
a  G a llo p  P o ll  in  1954 re p o r te d  th a t ou t of an  e s t im a te d  102 m illio n  
ad u lts  in  the U nited  S ta te s  a p p ro x im a te ly  81, 000, 000, o r  a lm o s t  e ig h t 
ou t of te n , c la im e d  to  be c h u rc h  m e m b e r s .  ® T h is  r e p o r t  id e n tif ie d  
ab o u t 80 p e r  c en t of U nited  S ta te s  a d u lts  a s  m e m b e rs  of som e re lig io u s  
body. In the  g ro u p  q u e s tio n ed  83 p e r  c e n t of the  w om en and  75 p e r  c en t 
o f the  m en  c la im e d  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs h ip .
T he c e n su s  o f the U n ited  S ta te s  does n o t c o lle c t  d a ta  on re lig io u s  
a ff ilia tio n  o r  p re f e r e n c e .  T h e o re t ic a l ly  th e re  is  a  v o lu n ta ry  c e n su s  of
4
T h o m p so n , P o p u la tio n  P r o b le m s , pp . 113, 114.
5
R e p o r t  b y  G eorge  G a llu p , D ir e c to r ,  A m e ric a n  In s titu te  of 
P u b lic  O pinion. P u b lish e d  in  The M o rn in g  A d v o ca te , B ato n  R ouge, 
L o u is ia n a , Ju ly  21, 1954.
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the  c h u rc h  b o d ie s  th e m s e lv e s , w h ich  is  r e p o r te d  to  the  B u re a u  of the 
C en su s  and  ta b u la te d  b y  th a t  a u th o r ity  e v e r y  te n  y e a r s ,  in  the  y e a r s  
end ing  in  s ix . D a ta  fo r  re lig io u s  b o d ie s  have b e e n  g a th e re d  fo u r t im e s  
b y  the C en su s  of R e lig io u s  B o d ie s , fo r  1906, 1916, 1926 and  1936. The 
l a s t  su c h  coun t w as ta b u la te d  i n  1936. O bv iously  su ch  d a ta  have l i t t l e  
v a lid ity  to d ay . M o st of the re lig io u s  b o d ie s  in c lu d ed  in  th a t  c en su s  
have in c r e a s e d  n u m e r ic a l ly  and  som e o f the  P r o te s ta n t  d en o m in a tio n s  
have su b d iv id ed  u n d e r o th e r  n a m e s . A lso , n u m e ro u s  new  s e c ts  and  
d en o m in a tio n s  have d ev e lo p ed  s in ce  1936. In  c a s e s  w h ere  po p u la tio n  
co m p o sitio n  h a s  ch an g ed , a s  in  c ity  g ro w th , the re la t iv e  im p o rta n c e  
of d if fe re n t r e l ig io u s  b o d ie s  h a s  a l te r e d .
The 1936 re lig io u s  c e n su s  w as s e r io u s ly  u n re lia b le  a t  the tim e  
o f e n u m e ra tio n . T h e re  w e re  no a c c e p te d  c r i t e r i a  fo r  in c lu s io n  of age 
c a te g o r ie s ,  an d  in  som e c a s e s  c h ild re n  w e re  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  the  coun t 
w hile o th e rs  in c lu d ed  p e rs o n s  of a l l  a g e s . A ll c h u rc h e s  d id  no t fu rn ish  
s ta tis tic s .^ *  S m ith  co n c lu d es  th a t, " th e se  m a te r ia l s  a re  v e ry  in c o m ­
p le te , la c k  c o m p a ra b il i ty , and  a re  a lm o s t  im p o ss ib le  to  c o r r e la te  w ith
7
o th e r  c e n su s  d a ta . "
H o w ev er, a lth o u g h  in co m p le te  and  e r ro n e o u s ,  th e se  a r e  the 
on ly  a c c u m u la te d  d a ta  on re l ig io n  w hich  a r e  a v a ila b le . T h ey  s e r v e ,  in
^ S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , pp . 177, 178. 
^ I b id . , p . 176.
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a  l im ite d  m a n n e r , to  d e m o n s tra te  the  re la t iv e  im p o rta n c e  of d if fe re n t 
d en o m in a tio n a l g ro u p s  in  a  g iven  a r e a .  A lso , in  the  p re s e n t  s tu d y  th e y  
p ro v id e  a  b a s is  fo r  in te rp re ta t io n  o f c e r ta in  c u l tu ra l  d if f e re n tia ls  b e ­
tw een  the  n o r th  an d  so u th  L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s  of B ato n  Rouge and  
S h re v e p o r t.
B ato n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t
A cco rd in g  to  the  c e n su s  of R e lig io u s  B o d ie s , in  1936 B ato n  
Rouge h ad  3 1 ,9 4 4  p e rs o n s  who w ere  c h u rc h  m e m b e r s .  T h is  n u m b e r 
c o n s ti tu te d  the r e m a rk a b le  p ro p o r tio n  of 9 6 .4  p e r  c e n t of the  e s t i -
g
m a te d  p o p u la tio n  of th a t  c ity  in  1936. Of th e se  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs  9 7 .9  
p e r  c e n t w as c o n c e n tra te d  in  five d e n o m in a tio n a l g ro u p s , le av in g  on ly  
2. 1 p e r  c e n t to  m ake up the m e m b e rs h ip  of the  65 o th e r  in d iv id u a l 
c h u rc h e s  in  the  c ity .
S h re v e p o r t 's  r e p o r te d  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs h ip  in  1936 of 4 3 ,4 8 6  
w as n o t m u ch  g r e a te r  n u m e r ic a l ly  th an  th a t  o f B a to n  Rouge an d  i t  c o m ­
p r is e d  on ly  48. 5 p e r  c e n t of the  e s t im a te d  p o p u la tio n  of th a t  y e a r .  F iv e  
m a jo r  d e n o m in a tio n a l g ro u p s  c o n s ti tu te d  9 2 .7  p e r  c e n t of the  re lig io u s  
m e m b e rs h ip  of the  l a t t e r  c ity , le av in g  7. 3 p e r  c e n t fo r  a l l  o th e r 
re lig io u s  b o d ie s .
g
T h e re  a re  tw o p ro b a b le  e x p lan a tio n s  of the h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  of 
c h u rc h  m e m b e rs  r e p o r te d  f ro m  B ato n  R ouge: (1) the  c h u rc h  m e m b e rsh ip  
c o n s is te d  of m an y  p e rs o n s  who r e s id e d  o u ts id e  the c i ty  l im its  in  w hat w as 
th e n  th e  th ic k ly  s e t t le d  u rb a n  fr in g e  a r e a ,  and  (2 ) the  h igh  p e rc e n ta g e  of 
C a th o lic s , in  w hich  co u n t a l l  ag es  a re  in c lu d ed , ev en  b a b ie s .
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T he s e x  r a t io  of the  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs h ip  in  B a to n  R ouge w as 
72. 3 an d  in  S h re v e p o r t  i t  w as 6 8 . 0. The h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  o f m en  
e n u m e ra te d  a s  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs  in  B a to n  Rouge th an  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  
m a y  be due to  the g r e a te r  im p o r ta n c e  of the  C a th o lic  c h u rc h  in  the 
f o r m e r  c i ty  w ith  i ts  m o re  b la n k e t in c lu s io n  of a l l  age and  s e x  g ro u p s .
T he C h u rc h  P o p u la tio n  of B a to n  Rouge an d  S h re v e p o r t
T a b le s  XXX and  XXXI g ive the  r e l ig io u s  c o m p o s itio n  of the 
p o p u la tio n s  o f B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  in  1936. A m ong the  th re e  
b ro a d  re lig io u s  fa ith s  o f C a th o lic , P r o te s ta n t  and  Jew ish  c o n g re g a tio n s  
in  A m e r ic a , th e se  tw o c i t ie s  fa v o r  the C h r is t ia n  d en o m in a tio n s  of 
P r o te s ta n t  an d  C a th o lic . H o w ev e r, th o se  p ro fe s s in g  the Jew ish  fa ith  
a r e  n u m b e re d  am ong the  five  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  r e l ig io n s ,  ho ld ing  fif th  
p la c e  in  e a c h  c ity . In B a to n  R ouge, 9 7 .9  p e r  c e n t of r e p o r te d  m e m b e rs  
w e re  C h r is t ia n s  an d  2 .1  p e r  c e n t w e re  Jew s; w hile in  S h re v e p o r t  the 
Jew s w e re  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t. In the  l a t t e r  c ity , Jew s c o m ­
p r i s e d  5. 0 p e r  c e n t o f the  to ta l  c h u rc h  p o p u la tio n  and  C h r is t ia n s  the 
o th e r  95. 0 p e r  c e n t o f the  m e m b e rs  o f the  d en o m in a tio n s  in c lu d ed  in  
the  coun t.
In 1950, b o th  o f th e se  c i t ie s  d o u b tle s s  w ould have n u m b e re d  in  
t h e i r  p o p u la tio n s  v a r io u s  r e l ig io n s  o th e r  th a n  th o se  c o n ta in ed  in  th e se  
th r e e  b ro a d  f a i th s .  T h e re  a r e  m a n y  O r ie n ta l ,  M iddle E a s te r n ,  and 
F a r  E a s t e r n  re l ig io n s  r e p r e s e n te d  on the  U n iv e rs ity  and  C e n te n a ry
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TABLE XXX
THE CHURCH PO PU L A T IO N  O F BA TO N  ROUGE: 1936*
R e lig io u s
B o d ie s M e m b e rsh ip
N u m b er
C h u rc h es
P e r
C en t
A d v e n tis t B o d ies
S ev en th  D ay  A d v e n tis t 69 1
. 2
A s s e m b lie s  of God 
G e n e ra l  C ouncil
B a p t is t  B o d ies
S o u th e rn  B a p t is t  C onvention 1 ,3 7 4 2
3 7 .6
N eg ro  B a p t is t 1 0 ,632 41
N a tio n a l B a p t is t  E v a n g e lic a l  L ife  
and. Soul Saving  A sse m b ly  of 
the  U nited  S ta te s
C h u rc h  o f C h r is t  (H o lin e ss) U nited  
S ta te s  of A m e r ic a
C h u rc h  o f C h r is t ,  S c ie n tis t 73 1 . 2
C h u rc h  o f G od in  C h r is t 85 1 .3
C h u rc h  o f the  N a za re n e 59 1 . 2
C h u rc h es  o f C h r is t 2 0 1 . 1
G re e k  O rthodox — -
J e w ish  C o n g reg a tio n 590 1 .1 . 8
L u th e ra n 167 2 .5
M e th o d is t B o d ie s
A fr ic a n  M eth o d is t E p isc o p a l 376 4
1 2 .5
A fr ic a n  M eth o d is t E p is c o p a l Z ion 2 0 1
C o lo re d  M e th o d is t E p is c o p a l -
M eth o d is t E p isc o p a l 539 3 - -
M eth o d is t E p is c o p a l , Sou th 3 ,0 5 6 3
P e n te c o s ta l  A sse m b ly  o f J e s u s  C h r is t - —
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in  U nited  S ta te s 1, 709 5 5 .3
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in  U nited  S ta te s  
of A m e r ic a 1 ,7 2 0 2 5 .3
P r o te s ta n t  E p isc o p a l _
R o m an  C a th o lic 11 ,263 5 3 5 .3
S a lv a tio n  A rm y 1 9 2 1 . 6
* S o u rce : C en su s  o f R e lig io u s  B o d ie s : 1936, V ol. I, pp.. 675-676 , 
T ab le  31.
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TABLE XXXI
THE CHURCH PO PU L A T IO N  O F SH R EV E PO R T: 1936*
R e lig io u s N u m b er P e r
B o d ie s M e m b e rsh ip C h u rc h es C en t
A d v e n tis t B o d ie s .5
S ev en th  D ay  A d v e n tis t 2 2 1 2
A s s e m b lie s  of God . 1
G e n e ra l  C ouncil 65 1
B a p t is t  B o d ie s 3 8 .4
S o u th e rn  B a p t is t  C onvention 7 ,8 5 6 4
N eg ro  B a p t is t 8 ,4 5 7 2 6
N a tio n a l B a p t is t  E v a n g e lic a l  L ife
an d  Soul Saving  A ss e m b ly  of
th e  U n ited  S ta te s 380 1
C h u rc h  of C h r is t  (H o lin e ss )  U n ited
S ta te s  o f A m e r ic a 6 0 1 , 1
C h u rc h  of C h r is t ,  S c ie n tis t 179 1 .4
C h u rc h  of G od in  C h r is t 2 2 6 4 .5
C h u rc h  of the  N a za re n e 252 2 . 6
C h u rc h e s  o f C h r is t 79 1 -----
G re e k  O rth o d o x 304 1 . 7
Je w ish  C o n g reg a tio n 2 , 180 2 5 .0
L u th e ra n 1 0 1 1 . 2
M eth o d is t B o d ie s 3 0 .8
A fr ic a n  M eth o d is t E p isc o p a l 758 5 -----
A fr ic a n  M e th o d is t E p isc o p a l Z ion - - - ------
C o lo re d  M e th o d is t E p is c o p a l 2 ,4 1 1 3 ------
M eth o d is t E p is c o p a l 590 3
M e th o d is t E p is c o p a l ,  South 7 ,4 3 3 4
P e n te c o s ta l  A ss e m b ly  o f J e s u s  C h r is t 56 1 . i
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in  U n ited  S ta te s 2 ,2 3 9 3 5 .1
P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in  U n ited  S ta te s
of A m e r ic a «. — _ _ ^  _
P r o te s ta n t  E p is c o p a l 1 ,2 6 6 1 2 .9
R om an  C a th o lic 5 ,8 1 3 3 1 3 .4
S a lv a tio n  A rm y 247 1 . 6
* S o u rce : C en su s  o f R e lig io u s  B o d ie s : 1936, V ol. I, pp .' 675-676 , 
T ab le  31.
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C ollege  c a m p u s e s , a s  w e ll a s  in  the lo c a l  p o p u la tio n s  of B aton  Rouge 
and  S h re v e p o rt .
In B a to n  Rouge am ong the  re l ig io u s  b o d ies  th a t  w ere  n u m e r i ­
c a lly  s m a l l ,  s ix  o f th e m  h ad  on ly  one c h u rc h  an d  e a c h  c o n s ti tu te d  on ly  
a  f r a c t io n  of one p e r  c e n t  of the  to ta l  c h u rc h  m e m b e rsh ip . T h ese  w e re : 
S even  D ay  A d v e n tis ts , C h u rc h  of C h r is t ia n  S c ie n tis t ,  C h u rch  of G od in  
C h r is t ,  C h u rc h  of the N a z a re n e , C h u rc h es  o f C h r is t ,  an d  the  S a lv a tio n  
A rm y . The L u th e ra n s  h ad  th re e  c h u rc h e s , and  th e i r  m e m b e rsh ip  c o n ­
s t i tu te d  5 p e r  c e n t of the e n t i r e  c h u rc h  p o p u la tio n . A ll of th e se  c h u rc h  
g ro u p s  to g e th e r  a c c o u n te d  fo r 2 . 1 p e r  c e n t o f the c h u rc h  m e m b e rsh ip  
of B ato n  R ouge.
The s m a l le r  c h u rc h  b o d ies  in  S h re v e p o r t  c o n s ti tu te d  7. 3 p e r  
c e n t of the  e n t i r e  m e m b e rsh ip . T hose  hav ing  on ly  one c h u rc h  w ere : 
G e n e ra l  C ouncil of A ss e m b lie s  of G od, C h u rc h  of C h r is t  (H o liness), 
U n ited  S ta te s  o f A m e r ic a , C h u rc h  o f C h r is t ,  S c ie n tis t ,  G re e k  O rthodox  
C h u rc h , L u th e ra n  A m e r ic a n  C h u rc h , P e n te c o s ta l  A sse m b ly  of J e s u s  
C h r is t ,  P r o te s ta n t  E p isc o p a l C h u rch , and  the  S a lv a tio n  A rm y . O nly 
one of th is  n u m b e r c o n ta in ed  m o re  th a n  one p e r  c e n t of the  to ta l  c h u rc h  
m e m b e rsh ip :  the P r o te s ta n t  E p is c o p a l  C h u rch  w ith  2 .9  p e r  c en t. T h is  
l a t t e r  c h u rc h  ra n k s  s ix th  in  im p o r ta n c e . The S even th  D ay  A d v e n tis ts , 
C h u rc h  o f G od, and  C h u rch  of the  N a z a re n e  h ad  two c h u rc h e s  e a c h  in  
S h re v e p o r t . D is c ip le s  o f C h r is t ,  w ith  th re e  c h u rc h e s , h ad  4 . 7 p e r  c en t 
o f the  to ta l  m e m b e rsh ip . A lthough  the C h u rc h  of God in  C h r is t  h ad  fo u r
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c h u rc h e s , the m e m b e rs h ip  w as o n ly  226, o r  . 5 p e r  c e n t of the  to ta l  
c h u rc h  p o p u la tio n .
It is  c le a r  th a t  m an y  of th e s e  a re  s m a ll  s e c t s ,  and  w ith  the  
e x ce p tio n  of the  P r o te s ta n t  E p isc o p a l C h u r c h , ^ e a c h  g ro u p  c o n s ti tu te s  
a  v e ry  s m a l l  p ro p o r t io n  of the  e n t i r e  c h u rc h  m e m b e rsh ip  o f S h re v e p o rt.
T he P r in c ip a l  R e lig io u s  G ro u p s
In T ab le  XXXII the p e rc e n ta g e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f re lig io u s  b o d ie s  
is  g iv en  fo r  the five th a t  a re  n u m e r ic a l ly  the m o s t im p o r ta n t .  The 
B a p t is t  b o d ie s  c o n s ti tu te  the  le ad in g  d en o m in a tio n  in  b o th  B a to n  Rouge 
and  S h re v e p o r t . The p ro p o r tio n  of 38. 4 p e r  c en t B a p t is ts  in  S h re v e p o r t  
s l ig h tly  e x c e e d s  th a t  of B ato n  R ouge B a p t is ts  w hich  is  37. 6  p e r  c en t.
T ra d it io n a lly , the  B a p t is t  d en o m in a tio n  h a s  d o m in a ted  the  South  
10
a s  w e ll a s  L o u is ia n a , b u t th e re  is  g r e a t  h e te ro g e n e ity  w ith in  B a p t is t  
b o d ie s  in  re l ig io u s  b e l ie f  and  p r a c t ic e .  T h is  is  e v id en c e d  in  the  n u m e ro u s  
s e p a ra te  B a p t is t  g ro u p s . In  B a to n  R ouge th e re  w ere  on ly  tw o of th e s e  
s p e c ia l  c h u rc h  d iv is io n s , in  c o m p a r iso n  to  th r e e  in  S h re v e p o r t  and  e ig h t 
in  the  s ta te  o f L o u is ia n a . Of the  12, 006 B a p t is ts  in  B a to n  R ouge in  1936,
9 An in te r e s t in g  s id e l ig h t of th is  d en o m in a tio n  is  the  fa c t  th a t  
the  f i r s t  r e l ig io u s  s e r v ic e  h e ld  in  S h re v e p o r t  w as co n d u c ted  b y  E p is c o p a l 
B ish o p  L e o n id a s  K . P o lk , in  1839. B ish o p  P o lk , know n as  "T he  F ig h tin g  
B ish o p , " w as an  o u ts tan d in g  c o m m a n d e r  in  th e  C iv il W ar. He h e ld  the 
r a n k  of L ie u te n a n t G e n e ra l, the  sam e  a r m y  g ra d e  g iv en  "S to n ew all"  
J a c k so n .
S m ith  and  H itt , The P e o p le  of L o u is ia n a , p . 132.
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TABLE XXXII
PE R C E N T A G E  D ISTRIBUTIO N  O F THE M AJOR DENOM INATIONS IN 
TH E CHURCH PO PU L A T IO N  O F BA TO N  ROUGE AND SH R EV E PO R T:
1936*
P e r  C en t
B o d ie s B ato n  Rouge S h re v e p o r t
A ll D en o m in a tio n s 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
B a p t is t 3 7 .6 3 8 .4
M eth o d is t 12 .5 3 0 .8
R o m an  C a th o lic 35. 3 1 3 .4
P r e s b y te r ia n 10. 7 5. 1
Je w ish 1 . 8 5. 0
O th e r 2 . 1 7. 3
♦ S o u rce : C en su s  of R e lig io u s  B o d ie s : 1936, V ol. I, pp. 675-676 , 
T ab le  31.
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1, 374 of th e m  b e lo n g ed  to  the S o u th e rn  B a p t is t  C onven tion  an d  h ad  two 
c h u rc h e s . The g r e a te r  n u m b e r , 10 ,632  m e m b e rs  occupying  41 
c h u rc h e s , w as a f f i l ia te d  w ith  N egro  B a p t is ts .  A m ong the  16 ,693  
S h re v e p o r t  B a p t is ts ,  N eg ro  B a p t is ts  a g a in  ra n k e d  f i r s t  w ith  8 ,4 5 7  
m e m b e rs  b u t m e t in on ly  fo u r c h u rc h e s . The S o u th e rn  B a p t is t  
C onven tion  w as sec o n d  in  im p o rta n c e  w ith  7 ,8 5 6  m e m b e rs  and  26 
c h u rc h e s , an d  the  re m a in in g  body, the  N a tio n a l B a p t is t  E v a n g e lic a l 
L ife  an d  Soul Saving  A sse m b ly  o f the U nited  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a , had  
380 m e m b e rs  and  one c h u rc h . (See F ig u re  52)
The seco n d  h ig h e s t  p ro p o r tio n  of c h u rc h  m e m b e rs  (35 . 3 p e r  
cen t) in  B ato n  Rouge b e lo n g ed  to  the  R om an  C a th o lic  C h u rc h . The 
h igh  p e rc e n ta g e  o f C a th o lic s  in  th is  so u th  L o u is ia n a  c i ty  is  n o t u n e x ­
p e c te d  s in ce  the C a th o lic  r e l ig io n  p re d o m in a te s , g e n e ra l ly , in  the 
so u th e rn  s e c tio n  of the s ta te .  ** The R o m an  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  ra n k e d  
th i r d  in  S h re v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n , b u t c o m p r is e d  o n ly  1 3 .4  p e r  c e n t of 
th a t  c i ty 's  p o p u la tio n . I t i s  in te re s t in g  th a t the C ath o lic  m e m b e rs h ip  
is  r e la t iv e ly  h igh , in  th is  t r a d i t io n a l ly  P r o te s ta n t  s e c tio n  o f L o u is ia n a . 
A s p o in ted  ou t b y  S m ith  and  H itt, the r e tu r n s  in  the  c e n su s  fo r  the
C a th o lic s  w ere  p ro b a b ly  m u ch  m o re  co m p le te  th an  fo r  the  g r e a t  v a r ie ty
12of P r o te s ta n t  g ro u p s , b o th  b e ca u se  of m o re  a c c u ra te  c h u rc h  r e c o r d s
11 • P- 135-







Figure 52. D istribution of reported  church m em bership by m ajor 
denom inations, Baton Rouge: 1936,
' S o u r c e s  Tauie XXXI  I)
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an d  the in c lu s io n  of a l l  age g ro u p s . T his m a y  a cc o u n t, in  p a r t ,  fo r  the 
h ig h  n u m e r ic a l  ra n k  of the C ath o lic  g ro u p  am ong re lig io u s  b o d ie s . It 
is  one of th re e  re lig io u s  g ro u p s  th a t  c o n s ti tu te s  o v e r 1 0  p e r  c e n t of the 
c i ty 's  c h u rc h  p o p u la tio n  in  S h re v e p o r t . (See F ig u re  53)
S h r e v e p o r t 's  sec o n d  ran k in g  re lig io u s  body  and  B ato n  R o u g e 's  
th i r d ,  w as M eth o d is t. The M eth o d is t b o d ie s  in c lu d ed  3 0 .8  p e r  c e n t of 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  c h u rc h  m e m b e rsh ip  an d  on ly  12. 5 p e r  c e n t of th a t  of the 
C ap ita l C ity . L ike  the B a p t is ts ,  the  M eth o d is t g ro u p s  a re  n u m e ro u s  
an d  a re  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by  s lig h t d if fe re n c e s  in  r e l ig io u s  b e lie f  and 
p r a c t ic e .  In  B ato n  R ouge th e re  w ere  fo u r M eth o d is t b o d ie s  in  1936.
The l a r g e s t  of th e se  w as the M eth o d is t E p is c o p a l C h u rc h , South , w ith  
3 ,0 5 6  m e m b e rs  an d  th re e  c h u rc h e s ; th e n  cam e  the  M eth o d is t E p isc o p a l 
C h u rc h  w hich  h ad  539 m e m b e rs ,  m e e tin g  in  th r e e  c h u rc h e s . The 
A fr ic a n  M eth o d is t E p is c o p a l C h u rch  h ad  fo u r c h u rc h e s  b u t o n ly  376 
m e m b e rs .  S m a lle s t  of the M eth o d is t g ro u p s  w as the  A fric a n  M eth o d ist 
E p isc o p a l Z ion  C h u rc h , w ith  one c h u rc h  and  20 m e m b e rs .
S h re v e p o r t  M eth o d is t b o d ie s , w hich w ere  p ro p o r tio n a te ly  m u ch  
m o re  im p o r ta n t th an  th o se  in  B ato n  R ouge, a lso  had  fo u r d iv is io n s . The 
M e th o d is t E p is c o p a l  C h u rch , South , w ith  7 ,4 3 3  m e m b e rs  an d  fou r 
c h u rc h e s , ra n k e d  f i r s t  in  n u m b e rs . T he C o lo re d  M eth o d is t E p isc o p a l 
C h u rc h  h a d  2 ,4 1 1  m e m b e rs  and  th re e  c h u rc h e s ; the  A fr ic a n  M eth o d is t 
E p is c o p a l  C h u rc h  h a d  758 m e m b e rs  and  five c h u rc h e s ;  and  the  M eth o d is t 






Figure 53. D istribution of reported  church m em bership, by m ajor 
denominations, Shreveport: 1936.
( S o u r c e : Tahle X X X I I )
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the  N o r th e rn  and  S o u th e rn  M e th o d is ts  h ad  n o t u n ited ).
The P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h es  c o n s ti tu te d  the fo u r th  la r g e s t  
c h u rc h  g ro u p  in  b o th  c i t ie s .  In B ato n  Rouge th e re  w ere  two 
P r e s b y te r ia n  b o d ie s  in  1936, an d  th e y  w e re  f a i r ly  eq u a l in  n u m e r ic a l  
im p o r ta n c e . The P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rch  in  the U n ited  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a , 
w ith  1, 720 m e m b e ::s , h ad  tw o c h u rc h e s , w hile the  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  
in  the  U nited  S ta te s  e n ro lle d  1 ,709  m e m b e rs  in  five  c h u rc h e s . T h ese  
two b o d ies  c o n s ti tu te d  10. 7 p e r  c e n t of the  to ta l  c h u rc h  m e m b e rsh ip  in  
B a to n  R ouge.
In S h re v e p o r t , the P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h  in  the  U n ited  S ta te s  
r e p o r te d  2, 239 m e m b e rs  who m e t in  th re e  c h u rc h e s . T h is  re lig io u s  
g ro u p  p ro v id e d  5. 1 p e r  c e n t of the  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs h ip  of S h re v e p o r t .
As m en tio n e d  above, th o se  p ro fe s s in g  J u d a ism  o ccu p ied  fif th  
p la ce  am ong re l ig io u s  b o d ie s  in  th e se  two L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s .  T h ey  c o n ­
s t i tu te d  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  (5 . 0 p e r  cen t) of S h r e v e p o r t 's  c h u rc h  p o p u ­
la tio n  th an  th a t  o f B ato n  R ouge (1 .8  p e r  c e n t) . In the  fo r m e r  c i ty  th o se  
o f the  Je w ish  fa ith  w e re  c o n ta in ed  in  tw o c o n g re g a tio n s , b u t in  B ato n  
R ouge th e re  w as o n ly  one. In a c tu a l n u m b e rs  S h re v e p o r t  h a d  2, 180 
p e r s o n s  p ro fe s s in g  J u d a ism  an d  B a to n  R ouge had  590, a  r a t io  of m o re  
th an  th re e  to  one m o re  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  the  so u th  L o u is ia n a  c ity .
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G e n e ra l C o n c lu sio n s
I t  h a s  b e en  p o in ted  ou t th a t  th e se  d a ta  on re l ig io u s  c o m p o sitio n  
a re  s e r io u s ly  o u t-o f -d a te ,  th a t  th e y  w ere  in co m p le te  and u n re lia b le  a t 
the  tim e  th e y  w e re  r e p o r te d ,  and  th a t  th e y  la c k  c o m p a ra b il i ty . H ow ­
e v e r ,  i t  is  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e se  d e f ic ie n c ie s  sho u ld  n o t c o m p le te ly  
e l im in a te  th e m  f ro m  c o n s id e ra tio n . T hey  have som e value in  id e n tify ­
ing m a jo r  r e l ig io u s  d if f e r e n tia ls  in  th e se  tw o S o u th e rn  c i t ie s  and  th e y  
s e rv e  to  in d ic a te  the  m a jo r  re lig io u s  d e n o m in a tio n s .
B a s e d  on the  v a r io u s  lo c a l  re lig io u s  s u rv e y s  w hich  have b e en  
13m ad e  in  the  l a s t  d e c a d e , i t  is  sa fe  to  a s s e r t  th a t  the  m a jo r  d e n o m in a ­
tio n s  in  1936 in  B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  w ere  a ls o  the  m a jo r  d e ­
n o m in a tio n s  in  1950. It is  l ik e ly  th a t  e v en  the  re s p e c tiv e  ra n k s  a r e  
l a r g e ly  the  s a m e . Of c o u rs e ,  w ith  p o p u la tio n  in c r e a s e s ,  a l l  r e l ig io u s  
g ro u p s  a r e  n u m e r ic a l ly  g r e a te r  and  p e rh a p s  have ch an g ed  som e in  
re la t iv e  im p o r ta n c e .
In B a to n  R ouge in  1936 the  five m o s t  im p o r ta n t  c h u rc h  b o d ie s  
w e re  the  B a p t is t ,  R om an  C a th o lic , M e th o d is t, P r e s b y te r ia n  and  Jew ish , 
in  th a t  o r d e r .  The five  to p -ra n k in g  re l ig io u s  b o d ie s  in  S h re v e p o r t  in  
1936 w e re : B a p t is t ,  M e th o d is t, R om an  C a th o lic , P r e s b y te r ia n ,  and 
Je w ish . O th e r d en o m in a tio n s  a cc o u n te d  fo r  l e s s  th a n  five p e r  c e n t of
13 T h e se  s u rv e y  r e p o r t s  w ere  m ade  b y  in d iv id u a l m in is te r s  
an d  la r g e ly  b a s e d  on m e m o ry . So f a r  a s  co u ld  be a s c e r ta in e d ,  th e re  
w as no c o o rd in a te d  e f f o r t  b y  a  c e n tr a l  a u th o r i ty  to w a rd  a  re lig io u s  
s u rv e y  th a t  w as to  be r e c o rd e d  fo r  fu tu re  r e f e r e n c e .
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the  c h u rc h  m e m b e rs h ip  in  b o th  c i t ie s .
A lthough  d a ta  on th is  p o in t a r e  la c k in g , the  w r i te r  is  o f the 
op in io n  th a t  the  r e c e n t  in -m ig ra t io n  to  B a to n  Rouge h a s  b e en  g r e a te r  
am ong  P r o te s ta n ts  th a n  am ong C a th o lic s , th e re b y  le s s e n in g  fu r th e r  
the  s t r e n g th  of the  once p re d o m in a n t C a th o lic  r e l ig io u s  b o d ie s  in  th a t 
c i ty . In a l l  p ro b a b ili ty , the  in -m ig ra t io n  to  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a lso  b e en  
la r g e ly  P r o te s ta n t ,  b u t th is  w ould have  the e f fe c t  of m a in ta in in g  the 
s ta tu s  quo am ong  ran k in g  re l ig io u s  b o d ies  th e re .
CH A FTER XII
PO PU L A T IO N  CHANGE
The p o p u la tio n  o f e v e ry  co m m u n ity  is  a lw ays u n d e rg o in g  
ch an g e , b o th  in  n u m b e rs  and  in  c o m p o s itio n . P o p u la tio n  ch an g e s , 
u l t im a te ly  due to  the th re e  f a c to r s  of b i r t h s ,  d ea th s  an d  m ig ra tio n , 
have b e e n  o c c a s io n e d  by  m an y  th in g s  th ro u g h o u t hum an  h is to r y ,  au ch  
a s  in v a s io n , w a r , p e s t i le n c e , chang ing  food su p p ly  an d  changing  
m o r e s .  * B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  have e x p e r ie n c e d  s e v e r a l  of 
th e s e  in f lu e n c e s , in  v a ry in g  d e g r e e s ,  th ro u g h o u t th e i r  h is to ry .
C h anges P r io r  to  1950
The p o p u la tio n  of B ato n  Rouge w as f i r s t  e n u m e ra te d  in  the 
U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  in  1840 and th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  w as f i r s t  e n u ­
m e ra te d  in  1850. T ab le  XXXIU g iv es  the  po p u la tio n  f ig u re s  and  the 
p e r  c e n t of in c r e a s e  in  e a c h  d e c e n n ia l c en su s  f ro m  th e  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  
to  the  l a t e s t  c e n su s  r e p o r t s .
B ato n  R ouge m a in ta in e d  a  h ig h e r  p o p u la tion  th a n  th e  you n g er 
c ity  of S h re v e p o r t  u n til th e  c e n su s  o f 1880. In fa c t, th e  g r e a te s t




N U M BER AND P E R  C EN T  IN CREA SE IN PO PU L A T IO N  OF BATON 
ROUGE AND SH R E V E PO R T : 1840-1950* *
Raton. Rouge S h re v e p o r t  "
T o ta l P e r  C en t Toteil P e r  C en t
Y ear* * P o p u la tio n In c re a s e P o p u la tio n In c re a s e
1840 2 ,269 ------- ------- -------
1850 3 ,9 0 5 72. 1 1, 728 -------
1 8 6 0 5 ,4 2 8 39. 0 Z, 190 2 6 .7
1870 6 ,4 9 8 1 9 .7 4 ,6 0 7 1 1 0 .4
1880 7 ,1 9 7 1 0 . 8 8 ,0 0 9 7 3 .8
1 8 9 0 10,478 45. 6 11 ,979 4 9 . 6
1 9 0 0 11,269 7 .5 16 ,013 33. 7
1 9 1 0 14 ,897 32. 2 2 8 ,0 1 5 75. 0
1 9 2 0 2 1 ,7 8 2 46 . 2 4 3 ,8 7 4 56 . 6
1930 30 ,729 41 . 1 7 6 ,6 5 5 7 4 .7
1940 3 4 ,719 1 3 .0 9 8 ,1 6 7 28. 1
1950 125,629 2 6 1 . 8 1 2 7 ,2 0 6 29. 6
* S o u rce : U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  o f P o p u la tio n : 1950, B vdletin  P -A 1 8 ,
L o u is ia n a : N u m b er of In h a b ita n ts , U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t 
P r in t in g  O ffice , 1951, p . 7, T ab le  4 .
** C en su s  r e p o r t s  w ere  f i r s t  a v a ila b le  fo r  B a to n  R ouge in  1840 a n d  fo r 
S h re v e p o r t  in  1850.
* T h e se  d a ta  a r e  fo r  th e  u rb a n  p la c e .
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in c r e a s e  in  the  p o p u la tio n  of B ato n  R ouge, p r io r  to  th a t  w hich  o c ­
c u r r e d  b e tw ee n  1940 an d  1950, w as e x a c tly  100 y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  du rin g  
the  1840 and  1850 p e r io d . The r a te  of in c r e a s e  fo r  th a t  e a r ly  d ecade  
w as 72..1 p e r  c e n t. S h r e v e p o r t 's  g r e a te s t  in c r e a s e  in  po p u la tio n  
(1 1 0 .4  p e r  cen t) o c c u r r e d  d u rin g  the  d ecad e  b e tw ee n  1860 and  1870. 
W hen th a t c i ty 's  n u m b e r of in h a b ita n ts  f i r s t  s u r p a s s e d  the  n u m b e r in  
B ato n  R ouge, w hich  w as b e tw een  1870 and  1880, S h r e v e p o r t 's  in c re a s e  
in  n u m b e rs  w as 7 3 .8  p e r  c en t w hile the B ato n  R ouge r a te  of g a in  fo r 
the  sam e  p e r io d  w as on ly  1 0 . 8  p e r  c en t.
I t is  in te r e s t in g  to  note the  d if fe re n tia l  g ro w th  r a te s  b e tw een  
the  tw o c i t ie s .  (See F ig u re  54) The p o p u la tio n  of B ato n  Rouge h as  
c lim b e d  r a th e r  e r r a t i c a l l y ,  show ing an o c c a s io n a l low  p e r  c en t o f in ­
c r e a s e .  S h re v e p o r t , on the  o th e r  han d , h a s  show n s te a d y , c o n s is te n t  
g ro w th  in  n u m b e rs ,  the lo w e s t r a te  of in c r e a s e  d u rin g  a  d ecad e  b e ing  
2 6 .7  p e r  c en t. W ith the  1950 c e n su s  r e p o r t ,  h o w e v e r, a  d ra m a tic  
change  a p p e a rs  to  have o c c u r re d  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  the r e la t iv e  s iz e  of 
the  tw o c i t ie s .  A c co rd in g  to  the 1940 C e n s u s , B a to n  Rouge w as a  s m a ll  
c i ty  o f l e s s  th an  35, 000 p e r s o n s .  I t  had  b e e n  L o u is ia n a 's  th i r d  c i ty  in  
s iz e  fo r  so m e y e a r s ,  b u t i t  in c lu d e d , in  1940, o v e r  5 0 ,0 0 0  few er 
p e r s o n s  th an  the  s t a t e 's  s e c o n d -ra n k in g  c ity , S h re v e p o r t . W ith 
d e ce p tiv e  su d d e n n e s s , B ato n  R o u g e 's  p o p u la tio n  had  r i s e n  a t  m id ­
c e n tu ry , to  1 2 5 ,6 2 9 , w hich  w as o n ly  1 ,5 7 7  l e s s  th a n  the  1 2 7 ,206  
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Figure 54. Population growth, Baton Rouge and Shreveport: 1840-1950.
(S ' . a c E i  T a ' l e  XXXIII)
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in c re a s e  of 2 6 1 .8  p e r  c e n t in  the C a p ita l C ity .
T h is  n o tab le  change w ith in  one d ecade  in  the o ff ic ia l p o p u la tio n  
f ig u re s  fo r  the  c ity  of B a to n  Rouge w as due to  s e v e r a l  f a c to r s .  P r o b ­
ab ly  the  m o s t s ig n if ic a n t one w as the e x p a n s io n  in  a r e a  b y  e x te n s io n  of 
the  b o u n d a ry  l in e s  in  1949.
B o th  c i t ie s  h ad  m ade  som e e x p an s io n  b y  in c o rp o ra t io n  th ro u g h ­
out the  y e a r s ,  b u t th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  h ad  b e e n  r a th e r  in  p ie c e m e a l fa sh io n , 
w ith  abou t te n  ad d itio n s  b e tw een  1839 an d  1953. (See F ig u re  8, C h a p te r  
III) In B aton  R ouge, on the  c o n tr a ry ,  th e re  w as only  one r e a l ly  s ig n i ­
f ic a n t change in  a r e a .  T h a t w as the e x p an s io n  of the  c ity  l im i ts  in  1949
fro m  an  a r e a  of a p p ro x im a te ly  4 . 0 s q u a re  m ile s  to  th a t  of a p p ro x im a te ly
o
3 0 .0  sq u a re  m ile s .  D uring  th a t  sam e  te n - y e a r  sp a n , the  a r e a  of
3
S h re v e p o r t  w as in c r e a s e d  f ro m  1 8 .7  s q u a re  m ile s  to  2 4 .0  sq u a re  m i le s .
H o w ev er, the  in c re a s e  in  p o p u la tio n  n u m b e rs  in  the C ap ita l 
C ity  w ould un d o u b ted ly  have b een  g r e a t e r ,  a p a r t  f ro m  the  e x te n s iv e  
in c o rp o ra t io n  of new  a r e a ,  th an  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t . The fa c to r  o f in -  
m ig ra t io n  to  a  ra p id ly  g ro w in g  in d u s tr ia l  c e n te r  w as a ls o  in f lu e n tia l in  
the in c re a s e  in  s iz e  of the  p o p u la tio n .
2
C ounty  and  C ity  D a ta  B ook , 1949 (W ashington: U nited  
S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1952), p . 357, T ab le  5; C ounty  
and  C ity  D a ta  B o o k , 1952 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t 
P r in t in g  O ffice , 1953), p . 458 , T ab le  4 . A c tu a l a r e a  in c r e a s e  w as 
f ro m  3 .8  sq u a re  m ile s  to  3 0 .2  s q u a re  m i le s .
3 Ibid.
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C hanges Since 1950
The d a ta  p re s e n te d  in  the  p re c e d in g  s e c tio n  w e re  la r g e ly  o b ­
ta in e d  f ro m  fe d e ra l  c e n su s  r e p o r t s .  T hey  a r e ,  th e r e f o r e ,  m o re  d e f i­
n ite  and  m o re  r e l ia b le  th an  a re  d a ta  w h ich  a re  o b ta in ab le  fo r  the  p e r io d  
s in c e  1950. The in fo rm a tio n  p re s e n te d  in  th is  s e c tio n  w as o b ta in ed  p r i ­
m a r i ly  f ro m  the  lo c a l  C ity  P lan n in g  C o m m is s io n s  and  C h a m b e rs  of 
C o m m e rc e  in  B ato n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t .  T h ey  r e p r e s e n t  the m o s t  
a c c u ra te  f ig u re s  to  w h ich  th e s e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  have a c c e s s ,  and  th ey  a re  
c o m p a ra b le  fo r  the  tw o c itie 3  b e c a u se  the  lo c a l  fa c t- f in d in g  g ro u p s  r e ly  
upon  th e  sa m e  o r  v e ry  s im i la r  p ro c e d u re s  and  s o u rc e s .
B a to n  Rouge
C o n s id e re d  in  the  p e rs p e c tiv e  of i ts  m o re  th an  two c e n tu r ie s  
o f e x is te n c e  B a to n  Rouge h a s  g row n  s lo w ly . (See F ig u re  55) W ithin 
the  l im its  of w hat is  now  d e s ig n a te d  a s  the  S ta n d a rd  M e tro p o lita n  A re a  
of B ato n  Rouge (E a s t  B a to n  R ouge P a r is h )  th e re  w e re  only  8 8 ,4 1 5  
p e r s o n s  in  1 940 . T h e re fo re  i t  is  a p p a re n t  th a t  the p r e s e n t  ev id en ce  of 
r a p id  g ro w th  is  a  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m en t.
A t m id - y e a r ,  1955, the  e s t im a te d  p o p u la tio n  of the  c ity  of B a to n
R ouge is  1 5 1 ,500  an d  th a t  of i t s  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  is  2 1 0 ,0 0 0 .^  B e tw een  
1950 and  1954 b u ild in g  p e rm its  h a d  m o re  th an  doub led  (747 and  1 ,2 9 0 ,
^  B a to n  R ouge C h a m b e r of C o m m e rc e . B a s e d  on S a le s  
M an a g e m en t: 1955 S u rv e y  of B uying  P o w e r . ---------
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3 0  VEAA POPULATION GROWTH TREND




P a r ish  Population  reach ed  an 
estim a ted  tota l o f 1 97 ,000  in  
1954-Pop u lation  in the Urban 
A rea s  (including the c ity  and a 
3 -m ile  band adjacent to the C ity  
L im its)  is  e s tim a ted  a t 180, 000. 
C ity Population  to ta ls 144 ,000-
Continued grow th a t  th e se  ra te s  
w ill m ean that by I960, popula­
tion would total
230 , 000 in the P a r ish  
218, 000 in the Urban 
A re a .
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F ig u re  55. P opulation  ch an g e , B aton Rouge: 1930-1950. (C o u rte sy
of B aton Rouge C ity -P a r is h  P lanning  C om m ission)
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re s p e c t iv e ly ) .  D uring  the  f i r s t  s ix  m o n th s  of 1955 bu ild in g  p e rm its  
to ta le d  1, 101. A ssu m in g  the  l a s t  h a lf  of the y e a r  to  con tinue  a t  the 
sa m e  r a t e ,  the  in c re a s e  in  five  y e a r s  in  b u ild in g  p e rm its  g ra n te d  
w ould  be 2 9 4 .8  p e r  c en t.
B an k  d e p o s its , p o s ta l  r e c e ip t s ,  u t i l i t ie s  and  o th e r  m e a s u re s  
of b u s in e s s  tr e n d s  show  c o n s is te n t  in c r e a s e s  f ro m  25 to  75 p e r  cen t 
d u rin g  the  sam e  f iv e -y e a r  p e r io d . T h ese  a re  u s u a lly  re l ia b le  in d ic a ­
to r s  of p o p u la tio n  in c r e a s e .
A cco rd in g  to  a  r e p o r t  by  the  C h am b er of C o m m e rc e , B aton  
Rouge h a s  ex ch an g ed  p la c e s  w ith  S h re v e p o r t  in  r a n k  am ong c i t ie s  s in ce  
1950. ^ W ith th e  e s t im a te d  B aton  Rouge po p u la tio n  a t  151, 500, and  the 
sa m e  s o u rc e  e s tim a tin g  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  a t  1 5 0 ,9 0 0 , B aton  
R ouge b e c o m e s  the e ig h te ith  ra n k in g  c ity  in  p o p u la tio n  in  the  n a tio n  
and  S h re v e p o r t  the e ig h ty - f i r s t .  ^
On the  b a s is  of the  p o p u la tio n  e s t im a te  of 151, 500 fo r B aton  
Rouge in  1955, the  n u m e r ic a l  in c re a s e  d u rin g  the  f iv e -y e a r  sp an  is  
2 5 ,8 7 1  and  the r a te  of in c r e a s e  is  20. 6 p e r  c e n t.
^ B a to n  R o u g e , p u b lish e d  b y  The B a to n  R ouge C h am b er of 
C o m m e rc e  (A u g u st, . 1955), p. 7.
6
Ib id . It m ig h t be w e ll to  p o in t out th a t  th is  s o u rc e  l i s te d  
th e  r e s p e c t iv e  ra n k s  of th e s e  tw o c i t ie s  in  1950 as S h re v e p o r t  86 and 
B a to n  Rouge 94 , w h e re a s  the  o ff ic ia l c e n su s  p u b lic a tio n , C ounty  and 
C ity  D a ta  B o o k , (op. c t t . ) l i s te d  the  ra n k s  as  S h re v e p o r t  80 and  B aton  
R oute 81.
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S h rev ep o rt
The S h re v e p o r t  C h am b er of C o m m e rc e  e s t im a te s  the p o p u la ­
tio n  o f th a t  c ity  a t  160 ,000 as  of J a n u a ry  1, 1955. A cco rd in g  to  th e se  
f ig u r e s ,  th e re  h as  b e en  an  in c re a s e  in  n u m b e rs  of in h a b ita n ts  of 
3 2 ,7 9 4  s in ce  1950. T h is  w ould r e p r e s e n t  a  r a te  of in c re a s e  of 2 3 .9  
p e r  c en t, w hich  is  so m ew h a t h ig h e r  th an  the  e s t im a te d  r a te  of in c re a s e  
in  B ato n  R ouge, du ring  the sam e  le n g th  of t im e . F ig u re  56 in d ic a te s  
r e c e n t  g ro w th  in  S h re v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n .
U tiliz in g  a  com m on  s o u rc e  fo r  c o m p a ra tiv e  p u rp o s e s , h o w ev er,
*7
the f ig u re  150 ,900  is  in d ic a te d  a s  the e s t im a te d  p o p u la tio n  of S h re v e p o rt . 
The n u m e r ic a l  g a in  in  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  b e tw een  1950 and 1955 
w ould th e n  be 23, 694, and  the r a te  of in c r e a s e  18. 6 p e r  c e n t fo r  the 
sa m e  f iv e -y e a r  p e r io d  in  w hich  the  in c re a s e  in  B ato n  Rouge is  e s t i ­
m a te d  a t  20. 6 p e r  c en t. O bv iously , d a ta  fo r  a  fu ll te n - y e a r  p e r io d , 
su ch  a s  w ill be r e p o r te d  in  the I960  C e n su s , p ro v id e s  a  m u ch  m o re  
r e l ia b le  b a s is  fo r  c o m p a r iso n  of the change in  p o p u la tio n  n u m b e rs  in 
th e se  two c i t i e s .
F a c to r s  in  P o p u la tio n  C hange 
A s D av is  p o in ts  o u t, the  d e m o g ra p h e r  w ish ing  to  ex p la in  a  
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F ig u re  56. P o p u la tio n  change b y  e n u m e ra tio n  d i s t r i c t s ,  S h re v e p o rt:
1930-1950 . (C o u r te s y  A rc h  R . W in te r , P la n n in g  C o n su ltan t)
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m ig ra t io n .  He s u b tra c ts  the  d e a th s  f ro m  the b i r th s  to  g e t " n a tu ra l  
i n c r e a s e "  and  he s u b tr a c ts  the  e m ig ra n ts  f ro m  the  im m ig ra n ts  to  g e t
g
"n e t m ig ra t io n .  "
In so fa r  a s  p o s s ib le ,  th is  s im p le  fo rm u la  w ill be fo llow ed  in  
the  a n a ly s is  of p o p u la tio n  change w ith in  the  B a to n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t  
S ta n d a rd  M e tro p o lita n  A re a s  b e tw een  1940 an d  1950.
B ir th s
The c ru d e  b i r th  r a te  is  m e r e ly  the  r a t io  of the  n u m b e r of
b i r th s  o c c u r r in g  in  a  p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  one y e a r  to  the  n u m b e r of p e r -
9
so n s  c o m p ris in g  the  p o p u la tio n . S p e c if ic a l ly , i t  is  the  n u m b e r of 
b i r th s  p e r  1000 p e o p le . C om p u ted  fo r  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s ,  the c ru d e  
b i r t h  r a te  in  1950 fo r  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  w as 29. 6 in  B aton  Rouge and  
30. 2 in  S h re v e p o r t .  A m ong w h ite s  i t  w as 28. 1 and  26. 0, r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  
in d ic a tin g  a  s ig n if ic a n tly  h ig h e r  b i r th  r a te  am ong B a to n  Rouge w h ites  
th a n  fo r  the  c o m p a ra b le  g ro u p  in  S h re v e p o r t .  ** The nonw hite  r a te s
® K in g s ley , D a v is , H um an S o c ie ty  (N ew  Y ork: The M acm illan  
C om pany , 1949), p . 595.
^ S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is , p . 194.
10 V ita l S ta t is t ic s  of the  U nited  S ta te s : 1950, V ol. II,
(W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1953) p. 71, 
T ab le  13; U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n  1950, B u lle tin  P -B 1 8 , 
L o u is ia n a : G e n e ra l  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  




r e v e a l  one re a s o n  fo r  S h r e v e p o r t 's  h ig h e r  b i r th  r a te  in  the to ta l  p o p u ­
la tio n . B aton  Rouge nonw hites  had  a  c ru d e  b i r t h  r a te  of 32. 6 c o m p a re d
12to  the n o tab ly  h ig h e r  b i r th  r a te  am ong S h re v e p o r t  n onw hites  of 37. 0.
F e r t i l i ty  r a t io s  r e la te  the  n u m b e r of c h ild re n  u n d e r five y e a r s
of age to  the n u m b er of fe m a le s  in  the  c h ild -b e a r in g  a g es  of 15 to  44
y e a r s .  The a d v an tag es  of th is  in d ex  o v e r the  c ru d e  b i r t h  r a te  a re :
(1) th a t  i t  is  p a r t ia l ly  s ta n d a rd iz e d  by  age and  sex ; (2) i t  does not r e ly
on im p e r fe c t  b i r t h - r e g i s t r a t io n  d a ta ; and  (3) i t  can  be c a lc u la te d  f ro m  
13c e n su s  d a ta . It is  e x p re s s e d  a s  the  n u m b e r of c h ild re n  u n d e r  five 
y e a r s  fo r  e a c h  1000 w om en in  the  c h ild -b e a r in g  a g e s .
The f e r t i l i ty  r a t io  fo r the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of the  B aton  Rouge 
m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  w as 4 9 4 .4  and  4 8 8 .3  fo r  S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tion  in  
1950. T h is  a g re e s  w ith  d a ta  p re s e n te d  in  the  a g e - s e x  p y ra m id  in d ic a t­
ing a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of y o u n g s te rs  in  the  p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  R ouge. 
F o r  w h ite s , the re s p e c t iv e  f e r t i l i ty  r a t io s  a re  4 7 9 .4  fo r  B ato n  Rouge 
and  441. 1 fo r  S h re v e p o r t , a  s ig n if ic a n t d i f f e r e n t ia l . ' A m ong n o n w h ite s , 
a g a in  the  f e r t i l i ty  r a t io  in  B ato n  Rouge fa l ls  b e lo w  th a t  o f S h re v e p o r t  a s  
i t  d id  fo r  c ru d e  b i r th  r a t e s .  In 1950 the f e r t i l i ty  r a t io  o f B ato n  Rouge 
n onw hites  w as 5 2 5 .4  c o m p a re d  to  5 7 2 .2  fo r  S h re v e p o r t  n o n w h ite s .
13
S m ith  and  H itt , The P eo p le  of L o u is ia n a , pp . 137-138 .
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D eaths
The c ru d e  d e a th  r a te  r e l a t e s  the  to ta l  n u m b e r of d e a th s  in  one 
y e a r  to  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  of th a t y e a r .  It is  co m p u ted  by  d iv id ing  the 
n u m b e r of d e a th s  in  a  p o p u la tio n  in  a  g iven  y e a r  by  the  p o p u la tio n  a t 
m id - y e a r ,  and  m u ltip ly in g  the  q u o tien t b y  1, 000. I t  does n o t tak e  in to  
acco u n t d if f e r e n tia l  m o r ta l i ty  of the  s e x e s  o r  the p re v a il in g  age d i s t r i ­
b u tio n .
In the  y e a r s  1944-1951 the  c ru d e  d e a th  r a te  fo r the  to ta l  popu­
la tio n  in  the  B ato n  Rouge m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  w as 6 .9 ,  w hile  in  
S h re v e p o r t  i t  w as 9 .1 .  A gain  the  r a c ia l  f a c to r  is  s tro n g ly  in f lu e n tia l .  ^  
Am ong w h ite s  in  B a to n  Rouge the c ru d e  d e a th  r a te  w as 5. 3 w hile  in  
S h re v e p o r t  i t  w as 7 .2 .  A m ong fe m a le s  in  S h re v e p o r t  the  c ru d e  d ea th  
r a te  w as 7 .8 ,  w hich  is  c o n s id e ra b ly  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  of 5 .9  p re v a ilin g  
fo r  B aton  R ouge f e m a le s .  M ales in  the  N o rth  L o u is ia n a  c ity  d is p la y  a 
s im i la r ly  h ig h e r  d e a th  r a te  (1 0 .6 )  th a n  th o se  of B a to n  Rouge (7 .8 ) .  
P re d o m in a n c e  of th o se  in  the  y o u n g er a g es  in  B a to n  R ouge in  the  t 
v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s  is  und o u b ted ly  an  im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  in  th e se  d i f f e r ­
e n tia l  d ea th  r a t e s .
The nonw hite  d e a th  r a te  r e v e a ls  a  w ide d is c re p a n c y  b e tw een  
the tw o c i t i e s .  In B a to n  Rouge the  nonw hite d e a th  r a te  w as 10. 0, b u t
1 4 H o m er L . H itt , and P a u l H . P r i c e ,  H e a lth  in  R u ra l 
L o u is ia n a  a t  M id -C e n tu ry  (L o u is ia n a  B u lle tin  No. 492 , B a to n  R ouge, 
1954) p. 52.
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15in  S h re v e p o r t  i t  r e a c h e d  the h igh  le v e l of 12, 3. The h ig h e r  d ea th  
r a te  am ong  S h r e v e p o r t 's  n onw hites  su g g e s ts  th a t  a  lo w e r le v e l  of liv in g  
e x is ts  in  th a t  c i ty 's  N eg ro  p o p u la tio n , p o s s ib ly  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the  s u b ­
s ta n d a rd  s e g re g a te d  liv in g  a r e a s  and  the l e s s  fa v o ra b le  e m p lo y m e n t 
s i tu a tio n  fo r  th a t  r a c e ,  a s  m e n tio n e d  e a r l i e r .  A lso , the g r e a te r  p r e ­
d om inance  of o ld e r  N e g ro e s  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  B aton  R ouge m ig h t 
w e ll in c re a s e  the  m o r ta l i ty  r a te  am ong th e m .
C e r ta in  ad d itio n a l ex p lan a tio n s  o f th e se  d if fe re n tia ls  m a y  be 
v e n tu re d . S ince th e se  f ig u re s  a re  fo r the -m e tro p o litan  a r e a ,  o r  the 
e n t i r e  p a r i s h ,  the  S h re v e p o r t  po p u la tio n  in c lu d e s  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  
o f N eg ro es  th an  does the u rb a n  p a r is h  of E a s t  B a to n  R ouge. T h is  c o n d i­
tio n  is  conducive to  the h ig h e r  g e n e ra l  m o r ta l i ty  r a te s  in S h re v e p o r t .
The in fan t m o r ta l i ty  r a te  i s h ig h ly  in d ic a tiv e  of th e  s ta tu s  of 
a  p o p u la tio n 's  h e a lth . T h is  ju d g m e n t is  b a s e d  on the  a s su m p tio n  th a t 
the y o u n g est m e m b e rs  o f a  so c ie ty  b e n e f it  m o s t f ro m  its  a v a ilab le  
s a n i ta r y  and  m e d ic a l f a c i l i t i e s .  The in fa n t m o r ta l i ty  ra te  i s  m e a s u re d  
in  te r m s  of the  n u m b e r of d e a th s  of c h ild re n  u n d e r one y e a r  fo r  e a c h  
1, 000 liv e  b ir th s .
In 1950, the in fa n t m o r ta l i ty  r a te  in  B a to n  R o u g e 's  to ta l 
p o p u la tio n  w as 29. 5 in  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  to 35. 7 in  S h re v e p o r t . ^  To
16 V ita l S ta t is t ic s  of the U nited S ta te s :  1950, op. c i t . , p . 71,
Table 13.
u n d e rs ta n d  and  in te r p r e t  th is  d if f e r e n tia l  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  ex am in e  
the  r a c i a l  d if f e r e n t ia ls .  It is  found th a t  am ong w h ite s , B a to n  Rouge 
m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a  h ad  a c tu a lly  a  h ig h e r  in fan t m o r ta l i ty  r a te  (2 4 .8 )  
th an  th a t  of S h re v e p o r t  (2 0 .2 ) .  T h is  c le a r ly  in d ic a te s  th a t  one of the 
m o re  im p o r ta n t  re a s o n s  fo r  the d if f e r e n tia l  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  is  
a cc o u n te d  fo r  b y  the n o n w h ite s . The in fa n t m o r ta l i ty  r a te  am ong 
S h r e v e p o r t 's  n o n w h ites  (53 . 7) is  s ig n if ic a n tly  g r e a te r  th an  th a t  of n o n ­
w h ites  in  B ato n  Rouge (3 7 .5 ) . A gain  th is  im p lie s  th a t  S h r e v e p o r t 's  
n onw hites  a r e  g re a t ly  d isa d v a n ta g e d  in  c o m p a r iso n  to  th a t  r a c e  in  the 
C a p ita l C ity . The eco n o m ic  fa c to r  h a s  b e e n  re p e a te d ly  m e n tio n e d  as  
s ig n if ic a n t. A n o th e r d e te rm in a n t  m a y  be the  s t r i c t ly  s e g re g a te d  
p a t te rn  of housing  of the  N eg ro es  in  S h re v e p o r t . T hey  liv e  p r im a r i ly  
in  la rg e  c ro w d ed  se g m e n ts  and in  s u b s ta n d a rd  dw ellin g s  w ith  a  la c k  of 
s a n i ta r y  f a c i l i t ie s  th a t  a p p ro x im a te s  s lu m  c o n d itio n s . B e c a u se  of an  
ac tiv e  p ro g ra m  of s lu m  c le a ra n c e  p r e s e n t ly  in  e ffe c t i t  i s  p re d ic ta b le  
th a t  in  I960 the  v ita l s t a t i s t i c s  fo r  n onw hites  in  S h re v e p o r t  w ill p re s e n t  
a  b r ig h te r  p ic tu re .
M ig ra tio n
N o tw ith stan d in g  the  d if f e r e n tia l  b e tw een  B a to n  R ouge and 
S h re v e p o r t  in  n a tu ra l  in c r e a s e ,  the  change in  the  p o p u la tio n  of th e se  
c i t ie s  h a s  b e en  la r g e ly  in flu en c ed  b y  m ig ra t io n .
B etw een  1940 and  1950 the  n a tu ra l  in c re a s e  (e x c e s s  of b ir th s  
o v e r d e a th s )  in  the  p o p u la tio n  of the  B a to n  Rouge S ta n d a rd  M e tro p o lita n
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A re a  w as 2 5 ,7 9 8 . T he in c re a s e  in  the  to ta l  p o p u la tio n , how ever, w as
176 9 ,8 2 1  d u rin g  the  sa m e  p e r io d . T h is  w ould in d ic a te  in -m ig ra t io n
n u m b e rin g  4 4 ,0 2 3 .
In th e  S h re v e p o r t  S ta n d a rd  M e tro p o lita n  A re a  th e  s i tu a tio n  is
q u ite  d if fe re n t. W ith a  n a tu ra l  in c r e a s e  b e tw een  1940 and  1950 of 2 8 ,4 4 4
18and  an  in c r e a s e  in  p o p u la tio n  of only  26, 344, th e re  w as a c tu a lly  an  o u t­
m ig ra t io n  o f 2, 100 p e r s o n s .  The l a t t e r  co n d itio n  is  d o u b tle s s  a  r e f l e c ­
tio n  of the  in flu en ce  of the  r u r a l  r e s id e n ts  in  C addo P a r i s h  m ig ra tin g  
ou t to  o th e r  a r e a s  in  e x c e s s  of th e  n u m b e rs  of in -m ig ra n ts  to  the 
S h re v e p o r t  u rb a n  p la c e .
The on ly  u rb a n  p lace  d a ta  r e la t iv e  to  m ig ra tio n  in  th e s e  tw o 
c i t ie s  w hich  a r e  a v a ila b le  in  the  1950 c e n su s  in d ic a te  th a t  o f the  B ato n  
Rouge m id - c e n tu ry  p o p u la tio n , 8, 705 p e rs o n s  h ad  l iv e d  in  a  d if fe re n t 
co u n ty  o r  a b ro a d  in  1949» and  11 ,475  of the S h re v e p o r t  in h a b ita n ts  in
^  V ita l S ta t is t ic s  of the  U nited  S ta te s : 1940, P a r t  II (W ashing ton : 
U nited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1943) p p . 137, 306 , T a b le s  7,
13; ib id . , 1941, p . 33, T ab le  11; i b i d . , 1942 (W ash ing ton : U nited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1944) p . 39> T ab le  1; ib id . , 1943 (W ashing ton : 
U nited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1945) p . 42 , T ab le  2; i b i d . , 1944 
(W ash in g to n :U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1946) p . 24, T ab le  2 
ib id . , 1945 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1947) 
p . 27, T ab le  2; ib id . , 1946 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P rin tin g  
O f f ic e ,  1948) pp . 5 2 -5 3 , T ab le  2; ib id . , 1947 (W ash in g to n : U nited  S ta te s  
G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1949) pp . 3 4 -3 5 , T ab le  1; i b i d . , 1948 
(W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1950) p . 34,
T ab le  1; ib id . , 1949 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice 
1951) p . 33, T ab le  1; ib id . , 1950 (W ash ing ton : U n ited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t 
P r in t in g  O ffice , 1953) p . 71, T ab le  13; U n ited  S ta te s  C en su s  of P o p u la tio n : 
1950, B u lle tin  P -A 1 8 , L o u is ia n a : N u m b er o f. In h a b ita n ts  (W ash ing ton : 
U nited  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice , 1951) p . 8 , T ab le  5.
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191950 w ere thus c la s s if ie d .
R e c e n t r e p o r t s  f ro m  the  re s p e c t iv e  C h a m b e rs  of C o m m e rc e  of 
the  tw o m u n ic ip a li t ie s  r e f e r  to  the  u rb a n  p la ce  s p e c if ic a l ly  and  th e y  r e ­
v e a l th a t  m ig ra t io n  in  1955 is  b eco m in g  m o re  e x te n s iv e  th an  the  1950 
c e n su s  f ig u re s  in d ic a te . The fo llow ing  is  an e x c e rp t  f ro m  a  B a to n  Rouge 
p u b lica tio n :
Of o u r p o p u la tio n  o f 151, 500 o v e r o n e - th i rd  have liv e d  in  
B a to n  Rouge l e s s  th an  five y e a r s .  A s a  m a t te r  of fa c t ,
57. 7 p e r  c e n t of o u r p o p u la tio n  h a s  l iv e d  h e re  l e s s  th an  
15 y e a r s .  20
A s ta te m e n t f ro m  a  s im i la r  s o u rc e  in  S h re v e p o r t  is  quo ted
below :
We d o n 't  a t te m p t to  k eep  a  ru n n in g  to ta l  of new  fa m ilie s  
m ov ing  in to  S h re v e p o r t , and  th o se  d o m ic ile d  h e re  m oving  
o u t, b u t a  r e c e n t  fe a tu re  a r t i c le  in  the  S h re v e p o r t  Jo u rn a l, 
w hich  w as w r it te n  w ith  som e a s s is ta n c e  f ro m  o u r  o ff ice , 
e s t im a te d  th a t  an  a v e ra g e  of tw en ty  fa m ilie s  m ove in to  
S h re v e p o r t  e v e r y  day , and  e ig h t m ove ou t, w hich  g iv e s  us 
a  n e t g a in  of a p p ro x im a te ly  tw elve  fa m ilie s  p e r  d ay  a v e ra g e .
A lthough  no t d e fin ite  enough  in  the  l a t t e r  in s ta n c e  to  be  c o m p a r ­
a b le , th e se  d a ta  in d ic a te  the  d y n am ic  c h a r a c te r  of the p o p u la tio n  of b o th  
of th e se  u rb a n  a r e a s  in  1955. W ere a c c u ra te  in fo rm a tio n  o b ta in ab le  as 
to  s o u rc e  of m ig ra n ts  ahd  th e  age an d  s e x  c o m p o s itio n , i t  w ould  be
p o s s ib le  to  in t e r p r e t  m o re  r e a l i s t i c a l ly  the  so c io lo g ic a l s ig n if ic a n c e  of 
22su c h  m ig ra t io n .
C om ity  an d  C ity  D a ta  B ook : 1952, op. c i t .  , p . 458 , T ab le  4 .
^  B ato n  R ouge (Ju ly , 1955), op. c i t .  , p . 1.
2* L e t te r  to  th e  w r i te r ,  d a te d  A u g u st 15, 1955, f ro m  L . C. 
G ro s je a n , M a n a g e r , C iv ic  D e p a r tm e n t, S h re v e p o r t  C h am b er o f C o m m e rc e . 
22 F o r  a  m ean in g fu l a n a ly s is  of m ig r a n ts  to  S o u th e rn  c i t i e s ,  see  
H o m er L . H itt, "P e o p lin g  the  C ity : M ig ra tio n , " op. c i t .  , pp. 5 4 -7 7 .
CH A PTER XIII
CONCLUSIONS AND IM PLICA TIO N S
T his  s tu d y  is  an  a t te m p t to  m ake  a  r a th e r  g e n e ra l  c o m p a ra tiv e  
a n a ly s is  o f the d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  of two L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s ,
B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t .  M o st o f the  find ings s u p p o r t  e s ta b lis h e d  
d a ta  p ro d u c e d  in  o th e r  u rb a n  s tu d ie s ,  b u t c e r ta in  v a r ia t io n s  w hich  o c c u r  
a r e  s ig n if ic a n t to  the  p e c u l ia r  s o c ia l  m ilie u x  of e a c h  p a r t ic u la r  a r e a .
It is  the w r i t e r 's  b e l ie f  th a t  th e se  tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s  a r e  f a i r ly  
re p re s e n ta t iv e  of th e  r a p id  p ro c e s s  of u rb a n iz a tio n  w hich  is  o c c u r r in g  
in  the  e n t i r e  South , one o f the l a s t  re g io n s  to  fo rs a k e  i ts  r u r a l  c h a r a c ­
t e r .  The ch an g es  in  the  n u m b e r and  co m p o s itio n  of th e se  p o p u la tio n s  
w hich  a r e  due to  the  g ro w th  p ro c e s s  sh o u ld  have m ean in g fu l im p lic a tio n s  
fo r  o th e r  s tu d en ts  o f u rb a n  d e m o g ra p h y . It is  hoped  th a t  th e se  a s s e m b le d  
d a ta  and  th e i r  in te r p r e ta t io n  w ill c o n tr ib u te  to  the  c o n ten t and  s ig n if ic a n c e  
of r e l ia b le  a c c u m u la te d  in fo rm a tio n  on u rb a n  p o p u la tio n  p h en o m en a .
T h e re  is  a  s ta te m e n t o f g e n e r a l  co n c lu s io n s  a t  th e  c lo se  of 
the  r e s p e c tiv e  c h a p te r s  w h ich  sh o u ld  b e s t  s u m m a r iz e  the  d a ta  p re s e n te d  
th e r e in .  T h e re fo re ,  in  th is  c h a p te r  o n ly  a  b r ie f  re s u m e  is  p re s e n te d ,  
w ith  s u g g e s te d  im p lic a tio n s  w hich  m a y  be d raw n  f ro m  the  to ta l  f in d in g s  
o f the  s tu d y .
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In  a  r e c e n t  c la s s if ic a t io n  of S o u th e rn  c i t ie s  a c c o rd in g  to  
m e tro p o li ta n  fu n c tio n  and  d o m in an ce , * the  c i t ie s  of B a to n  R ouge and 
S h re v e p o r t  w ere  p la c e d  in  the  c a te g o ry  of su b d o m in a n ts . H o w ev er, 
th e se  d a ta  w ere  b a se d  la r g e ly  on r e p o r ts  p re c e d in g  1950. It is  l ik e ly  
th a t  in  the  b ro a d e r  re g io n a l c o n tex t th is  sam e  c la s s if ic a t io n  w ould be 
a c c u r a te ,  b u t w ith in  the  s ta te  of L o u is ia n a  th e se  two c i t ie s  have b eco m e  
s tro n g  c an d id a te s  fo r  m e tro p o li ta n  s ta tu s .  D uring  the  fiv e  y e a r s  s in ce  
1950, e a c h  of th e se  u rb a n  c e n te r s  h a s  g a in ed  m o re  th an  25, 000 in ­
h a b ita n ts ,  an d  a ch ie v e d  n a tio n a l re c o g n itio n  in  in c r e a s e  of b u s in e s s  
and  in d u s t r ia l  d ev e lo p m en t.
In  1950, the  n o r th  L o u is ia n a  c ity  of S h re v e p o r t  ra n k e d  e ig h tie th  
in  the U nited  S ta te s  w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  of 5, 300 w hile the  C ap ita l 
C ity  of B a to n  R ouge, in s o u th -c e n tr a l  L o u is ia n a , ra n k e d  e ig h ty - f i r s t  an d  
n u m b e re d  4 , 160 p e rs o n s  p e r  s q u a re  m ile .  A cco rd in g  to  a v a ilab le  p o p u ­
la tio n  d a ta , the  a r e a s  of g r e a te s t  d e n s ity  w e re  in  the  c e n tr a l  p a r ts  of 
the  c i t ie s ,  b u t th e s e  a r e a s  show  a  c o n s is te n t  lo s s  of d e n s ity  w hile the 
o u te r  s e c tio n s  and  fr in g e  a r e a s  a r e  in c re a s in g  in  d e n s ity . In  ad d itio n  to  
n a tu ra l  in c r e a s e ,  b o th  o f th e se  c i t ie s  g re w  b y  a c c re t io n , and  b y  m ig r a ­
tio n  in  r e s p o n s e  to  e co n o m ic  d ev e lo p m en t. The e a r ly  h a p h a z a rd  e x ­
p a n s io n  p a t te rn s  w hich  r e s u l te d  in  the  c r e a t io n  of in te r s t i t i a l  a r e a s
* R u p e r t  B . V ance an d  S a r a  S m ith , "M e tro p o lita n  D om inance  
an d  In te g ra tio n , " in  V ance an d  D e m e ra th , The U rban  South , op. c it .  
pp . 128-132 .
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c h a r a c te r iz e d  by  s u b s ta n d a rd  liv in g  co n d itio n s  have b e en  su c c e e d e d  by  
p ro fe s s io n a lly  c o n tro lle d  e c o lo g ic a l d e v e lo p m en t.
The p o p u la tio n s  of B ato n  Rouge and  S h re v e p o r t  a re  la r g e ly  
w hite  and  p ro b a b ly  w ill so co n tin u e . The h ig h e r  f e r t i l i ty  r a t io  of n o n ­
w h ites  i j  o ffse t by  a  h ig h e r m o r ta l i ty  r a t e ,  and  the n e t o u t-m ig ra t io n  
of N eg ro es  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  c o n s is te n t .  In bo th  c i t ie s  the p r o ­
p o r tio n  of N e g ro es  to  w h ites  h a s  b e en  d ec lin in g  d u rin g  the  p a s t  s e v e r a l  
d e c a d e s , a lth o u g h  S h re v e p o r t  h as  a  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of N e g ro es  in  
h e r  p o p u la tio n  th an  h a s  B ato n  R ouge. N e g ro es  c o n s ti tu te  the  on ly  non- 
w hite r a c ia l  g ro u p  of s ig n if ic a n ce  in  the tw o u rb a n  c e n te r s .  The s m a ll  
p ro p o r tio n s  of fo re ig n -b o rn  c o n s is t  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  of w hite E u ro p e a n s .
The age and  s e x  c o m p o s itio n  of th e se  m e tro p o li ta n  a r e a s  have 
im p o r ta n t  im p lic a tio n s  fo r p u b lic  p la n n e rs  in  the r e s p e c tiv e  a r e a s .
The p o p u la tio n  of B a to n  Rouge is  c o n c e n tra te d  m o re  la r g e ly  in the 
p ro d u c tiv e  a g es  w hile S h re v e p o r t  h as  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  ag ing  p e r s o n s .  
A g e -s e x  p y ra m id s  r e v e a l  th a t  B a to n  R ouge can  be c la s s e d  a s  hav ing  a  
y o u n g er, m o re  m a sc u lin e  p o p u la tio n , w hile S h r e v e p o r t 's  in h a b ita n ts  
co n s titu te  an  o ld e r ,  m o re  fem in in e  g ro u p .
S ex  r a t io s  a re  h ig h e r  a t  a ll  age le v e ls  in  B a to n  Rouge th an  in 
S h re v e p o r t , a lth o u g h  bo th  c i t ie s  d is p la y  th e  u su a l u rb a n  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  
of low  se x  r a t io s  in  g e n e ra l .  In c o m p a r iso n  w ith  o th e r - u r b a n  a r e a s  in  
L o u is ia n a , m a le s  am ong B a to n  R ouge in h a b ita n ts  a g a in  a re  p ro p o r t io n ­
a te ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t  and  th o se  in  S h re v e p o r t  a re  l e s s  im p o r ta n t. The
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s e x  r a t io s  in  S h re v e p o r t  an d  New O rle a n s  e x h ib it  g r e a te r  s im i la r i t i e s  
to  e a c h  o th e r  th a n  to  B ato n  R ouge. B o th  the C a p ita l C ity  and  the  
N o rth  L o u is ia n a  m e tro p o lis  of S h re v e p o r t  r e f le c t ,  in  the  lo w  s e x  
r a t io  am ong the  ag in g , the g r e a te r  life  e x p e c ta n c y  of fe m a le s .
F a m ily  s ta b i l i ty  c h a r a c te r iz e s  b o th  B ato n  R ouge an d  S h re v e p o r t . 
In th e se  c i t ie s  m o re  ad u lts  a re  m a r r i e d  th a n  a r e  s in g le , w idow ed o r  
d iv o rc e d . In e a c h  c a se  the  c a te g o r ie s  r a n k  in  th e  o r d e r  l i s te d .  
S h re v e p o r t  h a s  g r e a te r  p ro p o r tio n s  of p e rs o n s  m a r r i e d  in  th e  young 
a d u lt a g es  w hile  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  m a r r i e d  p e rs o n s  in  B a to n  R ouge a re  
in  the m id d le  an d  a d v an ced  a g e s . In b o th  c i t ie s  r e la t iv e ly  g r e a te r  p r o ­
p o r t io n s  of m a le s  th a n  fe m a le s  above the  age of th i r ty  y e a r s  a r e  liv in g  
in  the  m a r r i e d  s ta te ,  and  in  the  s in g le  s ta te ,  and  s m a l le r  p ro p o r tio n s  
a r e  w idow ed. S ing le  m a le s  a r e  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  n u m e ro u s  in  B a to n  
R ouge th an  in  S h re v e p o r t . A m ong no n w h ites  in  b o th  c i t ie s  m a r r ia g e s  
o c c u r  a t  e a r l i e r  a g e s , and  the  w idow ed g ro u p  is  m o re  im p o r ta n t, th a n  
am ong  w h ite s . W idow ed no n w h ites  a r e  r e la t iv e ly  m o re  n u m e ro u s  in  
S h re v e p o r t  th a n  in  B ato n  R ouge. S ince th is  r a c e  c o n s ti tu te s  a  g r e a te r  
p ro p o r t io n  of S h r e v e p o r t 's  p o p u la tio n  th a n  is  the c a s e  in  the C a p ita l 
C ity , th e  im p o r ta n c e  of the  w idow ed c a te g o ry  in  the  f o r m e r  c ity  h a s  
g r e a te r  im p lic a tio n s  fo r  w e lfa re  s e r v ic e  n e e d s .
The e d u c a tio n a l s ta tu s  of B a to n  R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  c i t iz e n s  
is  h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  of the r e m a in d e r  of the  s ta te .  A lthough  S h r e v e p o r t 's  
r e c o r d  of th o se  a tte n d in g  sch o o l is  h ig h e r  in  g e n e r a l  th a n  th a t  o f B a to n
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R ouge, the  l a t t e r  c i ty 's  ad u lts  a tta in e d  h ig h e r  m e d ia n  y e a r s  of sch o o l 
c o m p le te d  and  a  s u p e r io r  r e c o r d  of n u m b e rs  c o m p le tin g  fo u r o r  m o re  
y e a r s  of c o lle g e . In b o th  c i t ie s  fe m a le s  w e re  c o n s is te n tly  b e t te r  
e d u c a te d  th an  m a le s  an d  w h ites  had  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n a l a c h ie v e m e n t 
th an  n o n w h ite s . C o n s id e ra b le  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e en  m ad e  d u rin g  the l a s t  
d ecad e  in  the  e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t of the  p o p u la tio n  of b o th  of th e se  
L o u is ia n a  c i t ie s .
In  th e s e  tw o u rb a n  a r e a s  m o re  th an  h a lf  of the  p e rs o n s  14 
y e a r s  o ld  and  o ld e r  w e re  in c lu d ed  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  in  1950, w ith  a  
s l ig h tly  h ig h e r  p ro p o r tio n  th u s  c la s s i f ie d  in  S h re v e p o r t  th an  in  B ato n  
R ouge. M ales  o u tn u m b er fe m a le s  in  the  la b o r  fo rc e  and  w h ite s  a r e  
h e a v ily  p re d o m in a n t in  n u m b e rs  a lth o u g h  N e g ro e s  c o n s ti tu te  a  s ig n i­
f ic a n t  p ro p o r tio n  of the  e m p lo y e d  and  e m p lo y a b le . In b o th  c i t ie s  the  
h ig h e s t  p ro p o r tio n s  o f th o se  em p lo y e d  in  1950 w ere  found  in  the  c a t e ­
g o ry  of " p r iv a te  w age and  s a la r y  w o rk e rs "  a n d  the  lo w e s t  p ro p o r tio n s  
w e re  c la s s i f ie d  a s  "u n p aid  fa m ily  w o rk e rs .  " M ore  m a le s  in  B a to n  
R ouge a re  e m p lo y e d  in  p h y s ic a l-p ro d u c tio n  a c t iv i t ie s ,  w hile  in  
S h re v e p o r t  the  m a jo r i ty  of m a le s  a r e  e n g ag e d  in  s e r v ic e -p ro d u c t io n  
a c t iv i t ie s .  F e m a le s  in  b o th  c i t ie s  a r e  em p lo y e d  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  in  
s e r v ic e -p ro d u c t io n  jo b s . S h re v e p o r t  w hite  w o rk e rs  a r e  m o re  p r e ­
d o m in a n tly  e n g ag e d  in  w h ite -c o lla r  o c c u p a tio n s , w hile  b lu e -c o lla r  jo b s  
a r e  m o re  im p o r ta n t  in  B a to n  R ouge th a n  in  the  N o rth  L o u is ia n a  c ity . 
T h e se  d a ta  a re  c o n s is te n t  w ith  the  s ta b le  t r a d e - c e n te r  fu n c tio n  of
318
S h re v e p o r t  a s  o p p o sed  to  the  m o re  f lu c tu a tin g  in d u s t r ia l  e co n o m y  of 
B a to n  R ouge.
W hile C a th o lic s  c o n s ti tu te  the  se c o n d  m o s t  im p o r ta n t- re l ig io u s  
g ro u p  in  B aton  R ouge and  ra n k  th i r d  in  S h re v e p o r t , b o th  of th e se  c i t ie s  
a re  now  p re d o m in a n tly  P r o te s ta n t .  B a p t is ts  a re  the  m o s t  n u m e ro u s  
am ong  re lig io u s  b o d ie s  in  e a c h  u rb a n  a r e a .  S h re v e p o r t  h a s  a lw ays 
b e e n  a  P r o te s ta n t  c e n te r ,  b u t B ato n  R ouge is  lo s in g  h e r  C a th o lic  
c h a r a c te r  la r g e ly  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f the  r e c e n t  g r e a t  in -m ig ra t io n  o f in d u s ­
t r i a l  w o rk e rs  an d  th e i r  fa m il ie s .  T h ese  a re  d raw n  to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t 
f ro m  a ll  p a r t s  o f the  G u lf C o a s t re g io n , in c lu d in g  the  n e ig h b o rin g  
P r o te s ta n t  s ta te s  o f M is s is s ip p i  and  T e x a s , a s  w e ll a s  N o rth  L o u is ia n a .
The p o p u la tio n  c h an g e s , w hich have  b een  n o tab le  in  B aton  
R ouge and  S h re v e p o r t  s in ce  1940, have b e e n  r e f le c te d  in  m a rk e d ly  
in c r e a s e d  n u m b e rs  an d  in  sh iftin g  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  f e a tu re s  of c o m p o s i­
tio n . In ad d itio n  to  the  r e l ig io u s  t re n d s  n o te d  abo v e, the chang ing  age 
and  s e x  d is tr ib u tio n  in f lu e n c e d  by  r is in g  b i r t h  r a te  an d  o c cu p a tio n a l 
s t r u c tu r e ,  in c re a s in g  e d u c a tio n a l d e m a n d s , an d  d iffe r in g  fa m ily  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  m a r k  a  s ta te  of flu x  in  the  p o p u la tio n s  of B a to n  R ouge 
an d  S h re v e p o r t . The d em an d s  fo r  a d d itio n a l h o u s in g , liv in g  s p a c e , and  
s c h o o ls , to g e th e r  w ith  the  h a r a s s in g  p ro b le m s  r e la te d  to  the  chang ing  
s o c ia l  s ta tu s  o f th e i r  N eg ro  in h a b ita n ts  p r e s e n t  a  ch a llen g e  to  m o re  
e f f ic ie n t s o c ia l  p lan n in g  in  th e se  tw o S o u th e rn  c i t ie s .  T h e re  is
319
e v e r y  in d ic a tio n  th a t  p o p u la tio n  p ro b le m s  in  B a to n  R ouge and  
S h re v e p o r t  w ill b eco m e  in c re a s in g ly  m o re  n u m e ro u s .
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